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4.27 KENYAN SIGN LANGUAGE (504)

4.27.1 Kenyan Sign Language Paper 1 (504/1)

SECTION A:  SIGNED STORY  

area THiS NaMe S-a-r-B-O / PeOPLe yOUNG MaNy area THiS LOVe rUN rUN MOre /
SOMe BeFOre GO COMPeTe iNTerNaTiONaL COUNTry SaMe SOUTH aFriCa / CaNaDa/ 
BriTaiN SaMe JaPaN / SOMe rUN COMPeTe KeNya Here Here //

TiMe COMPeTiTiON WiN iNTerNaTiONaL / BeST MOre / WHy / yOUTH CaTCH MeDaL 
SaMe GOLD / SiLVer SaMe B-r-O-N-Z-e / reCeNTLy PeOPLe TWO WiN FiNiSH / CaTCH 
MONey BiG 10 MiLLiON eaCH eaCH / BOTH HaPPy HaPPy SaMe PeOPLe aLL area 
THiS HaPPy //

PeOPLe area THiS / aLL HOPe PeOPLe TWO POSSiBLe USe MONey THiS / HOW / 
HOUSe HOUSe BUiLD / LaND BiG BUy / BUSiNeSS BiG STarT SaMe SCHOOL HeLP 
BUiLD BUiLD //

BeFOre PrOBLeM BiG THere FiNiSH / yOUTH SOMe rUN WiN FiNiSH / MONey BiG 
CaTCH / BUT SeLF USe MONey area THiS DeVeLOP NOTHiNG / SeLF USe MONey 
WaSTe WaSTe TOGeTHer PrOSTiTUTe / SaMe SOMe FOrGeT rUN PraCTiCe 
PraCTiCe ZerO // 

Me THiNK GOVerNMeNT POSSiBLe HeLP area THiS /HOW/ SPOrTS TraiNiNG SCHOOL 
BUiLD / TeaCH PeOPLe MONey USe WeLL WeLL /HOW/ COUNSeL yOUTH / SaMe 
aPPOiNT MZee ViLLaGe THere THere TaLK TOGeTHer yOUTH / MZee THiS / aDViCe 
yOUTH LiVe HOW TiMe SeLF BeCOMe NaMe BiG //

1. rUN rUN (or) aTHLeTiCS   (any one 1 mark)

2. SOUTH aFriCa
 CaNaDa
 BriTaiN
 JaPaN
   any 3 (1 mark each  = 3  marks) 

3. GOLD
 SiLVer
 BrONZe

any 2( 2
1

 mark each = 1 mark)
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4. 10 MiLLiON   (1 mark)

5. HOUSe HOUSe BUiLD//   any 3 (1 mark each x 3 = 3 marks)
 LaND BiG BUy//
 BUSiNeSS STarT//
 HeLP SCHOOL BUiLD//

6. Beer DriNK DriNK //
 DrUG DrUG USe//
 WaSTe TOGeTHer PrOSTiTUTe //    (1 mark each x 3 = 3 marks)

7. SPOrTS TraiNiNG SCHOOL BUiLD //   (3 x 1 mark each= 3 marks)
 TeaCH TeaCH PeOPLe HOW MONey USe WeLL COUNSeL yOUTH //
 aPPOiNT eLDer ViLLaGe TaLK TOGeTHer yOUTH //

SECTION  B : SIGNED SENTENCES

1. FaMiLy MiNe BiG/ CHiLDreN aLL 18 / BOy 5 GirL 13 //

2. iF yOU WaNT UNiVerSiTy eNTer / BeTTer WOrK HarD //

3. HaPPeN WHaT / yOU SCHOOL COMe LaTe HOW //

4. yeSTerDay raiN raiN HeaVy WaTer FLOOD //

5. UNiFOrM SCHOOL THiS BeaUTiFUL MOre / WHy / COLOUr PiNK SaMe Grey  
 MaTCH WeLL //

6. KeNya GOLD - MeDaL MaNy MaNy CaTCH / WHy / rUN rUN NUMBer ONe  
 WOrLD //

7. MONTH aUGUST year 1978 / PreSiDeNT KeNyaTTa Die FiNiSH //

8. MOMBaSa - KiSUMU DiSTaNCe LONG HOW // (or) Far HOW //             

9. TODay Me FeeL SaD MOre / WHy / Me SiCK //

10. HeaD TeaCHer KNOW SiGN LaNGUaGe // 
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SECTION C

1. i - N - V - O - L - V - e //

2. Z - i - G - Z - a - G //

3. C - a - L - C - U - L - a - T - O - r //

4. O - X - y - G - e - N //

5. e - a - r - T - H - Q - U - a - K - e //

6. M - a - r - C - H //

7. P - r - O - G - r - e - S - S //

8. F - e - e - D - B - a - C - K //

9. J - e - W - e - L - L - e - r - y //

10. B - a - N - K - r - U - P - T // 
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4.27.2 Kenyan Sign Language Paper 2 (504/2)
SECTION B

PART A
 
 ACROSS
 (i) MONKEY//
 (ii) ELEPHANT//
 (iii) BANANA//
 (iv) BUiLdiNG//
 (v) LAKE//
 (vi) AirPOrT//

[1 mark each]
 DOWN
 (vii) GOVErNMENT//
 (viii) HOsPiTAL//

[1 mark each]

PART B 

 PUNCTUATION

 NOW ME NAME s-H-i-K-H-O-V-O-L-O ( )1 2:  APOLOGY HAVE / ( )1 2: BEHAVE BAd
BAd sCHOOL THErE FiNisH ( )1 2: / TrUE HAVE disTUrB HEAdTEACHEr / ( )1 2:

sTUdENT ALL /PArENT MiNE / ( )1 2: sAME MYsELF FiNisH NOW dECidE FiNisH 
ME dO BAd TrUE / ( )1 2: sAME NOW ME PrOMisE FiNisH rEPEAT BEHAVE BAd 
NOTHiNG ( )1 2: / NOW ME AsK FOrGiVE PLEAsE PLEAsE ( )1 2: / HEAdTEACHEr 
sAME PArENT MiNE // ( )1 2: iF ME sTUdY HArd NOTHiNG ME GO WHErE EdUCA-
TiON NOTHiNG HArd JOB FiNd // ( )1 2:

Look for the finger spelling, short pause and full stop
[and award 1 2  mark as indicated = Total 5 marks]

 (i) HisTOrY KENYA or   1 2  mark
  TEACHEr MiNE//

 (ii) MZUNGU WANT KENYA CONTrOL //   1 2  mark

 (iii) KENYA PrEsidENT FirsT//   1 2  mark

 (iv) ONE NiNE siX THrEE //   1 2  mark
[Total 2 marks)
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4.27.1 Kenyan Sign Language Paper 3: Expressive Signing Skills (504/3)

INTRODUCTION

PRACTICAL SIGNING SKILLS, KCSE

The KSL 504/3 is a paper which aims at assessing the practical (expressive) signing skills of the can-
didate.		It	is	a	conversational	approach	to	KSL	assessment	based	on	language	proficiency	Interview	
(LP1) procedures.

Like	language	proficiency	interviews,	the	KCSE	KSL	practical	signing	skills	(PSS)	assessment	aims	
at assessing how well candidates are able to use Kenyan sign language for their communication needs.  
The PSS assessment involves a maximum 15 minutes one-to-one signed conversation between the 
examiners and the candidate.  The recommended number of examiners should be 3 with Native or 
Native-like	proficiency	in	KSL	usage.	This	paper	assesses	KSL	as	it	is	used	in	the	deaf	community	in	
Kenya. This includes the use of:

(a) Meaning - based Kenyan sign language vocabulary consistent with the Kie syllabus and   
 dictionary.

(b) a variety of grammatical features that are consistent in KSL to:
•	 get information.
•	 get people to do things through requests, orders or/and persuasion,
•	 express opinions,
•	 express emotions,
•	 make commitments i.e (offer, promise, agree to do something).   

The grammatical features in KSL that will be examined in this paper include:

(i)     Use of signing space, indexing, eye-gaze, sign movement directionality, body shifts to 
         separate ideas and to identify and discuss persons, places & objects present and not   
 present. 

(ii) KSL sign-word order which facilitates effective communication in this gestural-visual   
 language.

(iii) Facial expressions and non-manual markers that support or add to information    
 communicated.

All	the	above	aspects	will	be	observed	and	examined.	Clarity	of	sign	production,	fluency,	comprehen-
sion and creativity are important as they determine the rating levels of each candidate.
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SECTION A 

QUESTION ONE 

STEP I:  INTRODUCTION
 
     HaLLO/
     GOOD MOrNiNG/ GOOD aFTerNOON//
     yOU HOW

?

     HOMe ViLLaGe yOUr WHere
?

 
STEP II: SCHOOL EXPERIENCE:

     eXPerieNCe yOUr SCHOOL SeCONDary DeSCriBe TiMe yOU Free/ 
     CLaSS NOTHiNG yOU LiKe DO WHaT//[LeiSUre]  

STEP III: CRITICAL THINKING

     yOU THiNK TiMe yOUTH DeaF SCHOOL// 
     year FOUr FiNiSH CHaLLeNGe WHaT

?

     yOU THiNK POSSiBLe CHaLLeNGe SOLVe HOW
?
         

    
STEP IV: CONTEMPORARY ISSUE

     yOUrSeLF THiNK yOUTH POSSiBLe CONTriBUTe HOW iMPrOVe COUNTry  
     THiS//
                   
STEP V:  CONCLUSION

    yOUTH MaNy SCHOOL FiNiSH yOU POSSiBLe/ aDViSe WHaT
? 

    QUeSTiON HaVe yOU/ aSK-US//

THaNK-yOU//
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Q1  -  Language Proficiency Interview (L.P.I.)

The candidate is expected to:

- use the correct KSL word order
- use the appropriate speed in signing
- make good use of signing space
-	 be	fluent	in	communication
- use vocabulary related to leisure e.g. SPOrT, PLay, SiGNiNG, FOOTBaLL, NeTBaLL,  
 WaLK, DaNCe, TaLK, FrieND, SKiP, rUN, SCHOOL, reaDiNG, STOry BOOK,   
 DraMa, SiT, CHaT WiTH FrieND, SWiM, SLeeP, WaTCHiNG T.V, PLay MarBLeS,  
 reLaX.    

The candidate is expected to discuss challenges of deaf after school, not limited to:

- improper use of leisure time
- engagement in drug use
- early pregnancies among girls
- HiV/aiDS transmission/ S.T.is
- failure to choose careers well
- challenges in deciding which college to choose
-	 bad	influence/	peer	pressure
- the community and family members lack of KSL skills
- lack of fellow deaf friends in the area
- deaf are unaware of the daily activities/ happenings in the village and the country political 
 environment
- lack of national identity cards   

The candidate is expected to discuss possible solutions to solve challenges of deaf school leavers.  The 
solutions should include but not limited to:

- join youth support groups
-	 learn	how	to	manage	their	time	before	they	finish	school
- learn how to choose careers while in school
- be informed of consequences of early sex and early pregnancies
- learn how to be responsible members of the community
- family members and the community to learn how to sign
- identify role models and expose deaf children to them   
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The candidate is expected to discuss ways in which the deaf can improve the country.  They should not 
be limited to: 

- participate in environmental conservation like tree planting.  Soil conservation activities.
- participate in general elections 
- start businesses to be self reliant and create jobs for others
- be innovative in drama, art, book writing
- use their talents well
- participate in sport and invest in the country
- have social responsibility e.g. caring for others  

The advice to the youth should include and not be limited to:

- being responsible 
-	 avoiding	bad	influence
- learning how to manage their time well
- listening to wise advice for mentors, parents and teachers
- working hard in school
- aiming higher in life
- have career
- engaging in constructive activities

2. a The candidate is expected to have knowledge of vocabularies not limited to: 
  PreGNaNT, HiV/aiDS, SiCK, VOMiT, COMPLiCaTe, SLeeP aLWayS, BeaT,  
  PareNT, FaTHer, MOTHer, CHaSe, iSOLaTe, GOSSiP, KiCK, SCHOOL   
  DrOP, SeLF-eSTeeM, BaBy, reSPONSiBLe, WOrK, PrOBLeM, SeX, FOOD,  
  PaiN, SUFFer, CLOTHe, DiZZy, GirL SUFFer, earLy MarriaGe, FearS,  
  STreSS, MONey. 

 B Picture Story

  The candidate is expected to:

	 	 -	 sign	fluently	in	KSL	following	the	KSL	word	order
  - make proper use of signing space
  - use appropriate speed while signing
  - portray the mood and the atmosphere of the topic
  - make/ sign vocabulary not limited to:  BaLL, FOOTBaLL, VOLLeyBaLL,  
   NeT, WHiSTLe, TeaM, STUDeNT, FieLD, WiN, TrOPHy, T-SHirT,  
   SHOrT, COLOUr yeLLOW, reD, GreeN, DarK BLUe, BrOWN  
   GraSS, GreeN, TeaCHer, COMPeTe, SCHOOL, BUS,  
   CHiLDreN, PraCTiCe, BOyS, GirLS, CHeer, KiCK, FLaG, GaTe,  
   Day, reFeree, rOaD, WraPPerS, BLOUSe, SHirT, PiTCH, 
   SPeCTaTOrS, HaPPy.        


