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Preface

To really know English one has to master,
along with grammar and words, a reasonably
large vocabulary of recurrent collocations, id-
ioms, and metaphorical expressions that reflect
the environment, history, and culture of the na-
tive speakers and form an essential part of their
common language, adding color, dimension and
vibrancy to the way they speak and write. Fa-
miliarity with idioms and colloquial metaphors
and ability to use them appropriately in context
are distinguishing markers of a native-like com-
mand of English.

Learning a language is challenging enough
while learning set expressions (a language-
within-a-language) becomes really frustrating at
times, not the least owing to the existence in En-
glish of a very vast number of what we call
phraseological “false friends and enemies” — id-
iomatic and non-idiomatic expressions that, de-
spite their outward similarity or contrast, have
unrelated meanings. Their confusion triggered
by false analogy may result in misunderstanding
and miscommunication so knowing or not
knowing the difference between phraseological
“false friends” can mean the difference between
understanding or not understanding English.

This dictionary has been specifically de-
signed to “diffuse” potentially confusable expres-
sions. The dictionary pairs more than 10,000 id-
ioms and collocations characterized by similarity
or contrast in their wording or metaphorical idea
that do not show corresponding similarity or
contrast in their meanings. Also included are

cases when phraseological units form a semantic
mismatch with consonant compound words.
This contrastive format enables the language
learner to see all potentially confusable units to-
gether and so avoid confusing the phrase.

Most dictionary entries are made up of
phrases that are in active current use so infor-
mation about the difference in their meanings
and usage is especially essential. Some entries
may contain phrases pertaining to professional
jargon, slang, expressions that are dated or char-
acteristic of one the principal regional varieties
of English. These, though less relevant in terms
of their confusion, demonstrate interesting cases
of coincidence in imagery through time and
space while their contribution to the dictionary
allows it to be also used as a regular explanatory
dictionary providing definitions to individual
idioms, clichés and set expressions.

There are numerous dictionaries of usage
covering the difference in the meaning, spelling
and pronunciation of /exical “false friends”— ho-
mographs, homophones and semantically unre-
lated words characterized by outward similarity.
This comprehensive dictionary, however, repre-
senting as it does an important cross-section of
the language, is unique in that it is the first at-
tempt ever to provide a complete lexicographic
inventory of phraseological pseudo-synonyms
and -antonyms, both idiomatic and non-idio-
matic.

Intended primarily for ESL students at dif-
ferent levels of proficiency, the dictionary can

_1-


Mahmoud007
Typewriter
Teachercom's Library


Preface -2 -

also be used by authors of textbooks and other
educational materials who may screen the dic-
tionary data for potentially confusable expres-
sions incorporated in their products so as to cau-
tion students against this kind of pitfall and

heighten their awareness of phraseological sim-
ilarities and differences. It can be recommended
for use in school and college libraries supporting
ESL programs as well as to adults learning En-
glish as a second language.
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FALSE “FRIENDS” AND “ENEMIES”
IN ENGLISH PHRASEOLOGY

Even a cursory examination of English
phraseology reveals the existence of numerous
idiomatic expressions and recurrent word com-
binations characterized by similarity of wording
or imagery without corresponding similarity in
their meaning or usage. Phraseological units of
this kind usually form pairs and sometimes
larger groups of expressions not normally inter-
changeable in their respective contexts or only
interchangeable in some of their meanings so er-
rors can arise whenever one expression is suffi-
ciently close to another to be semantically iden-
tified with it, ¢f:: bring one’s mind to something /
bring something to mind or at the top of the tree /
up a tree. While positive intralingual transfer
may help in the case of perceived linguistic sim-
ilarities, cf.: make hay while the sun shines / strike
while the iron is hot, negative intralingual transfer
will lead to problems owing to semantic or
grammatical differences between units. The
probability of their confusion is conditioned by
the extent of similarity while their respective lin-
guistic currency determines which unit in the
group is likely to be mistaken for another more
familiar and seemingly identical expression.

Alongside such phraseological “false friends”
there exist less numerous cases of “false enemies”
or pseudo-antonyms whose form may induce
the learner to believe that they are opposite in
meaning which in reality they are not,* ¢f.: ab-
sence of mind / presence of mind and come on the
carpet / step off the carpet.

Whereas errors caused by interlingual
phraseological interference are predetermined
by the student’s first language and mostly occur
when learners pattern phrases in the target lan-
guage after the models of their own language,
errors caused by intralingual phraseological in-
terference are generally due to erroneous iden-
tification within the framework of the target lan-
guage of semantically unrelated phraseological
units with conceptually related components. Er-
rors of this kind do not depend on the learners’
first language and are common to all EFL/ESL
students. They may adversely affect comprehen-
sion and usage, so learners are in urgent need
for practical resource that will systematically ad-
dress this problem and “defuse” potentially con-
fusable multi-word units. Nonetheless, prior to
the present publication there was no dictionary

*The phenomenon of ‘false friends” is commonly associated with words of different languages relating as formal equivalents for the reason
of their material similarity while their meanings are quite different. A similar phenomenon can be observed at the phraseological level
when set expressions of one language have formal, semantically dissimilar equivalents in another language (for instance, the following
English expressions have their exact formal counterparts in Russian with altogether different meanings: dirty money, high words, service

flat, special school, art film, wind in the head, ezc.).

.
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specifically devoted to phraseological pitfalls of
this kind even though some dictionaries of id-
ioms would provide random cross-references
warning of idiomatic expressions whose form
may mislead the user into thinking that they are
semantically related. At the same time, there
exist numerous dictionaries of usage bringing to
the attention of the learner the difference in the
meaning, spelling, pronunciation, and the range
of application of individual words characterized
by outward similarity.* The present dictionary,
providing systematic contrastive coverage of all
kinds of phraseological “false friends” and “en-
emies,” is expected therefore to remedy this im-
balance and to fill, at least partially, the existing
lexicographical lacuna. Primarily intended for
EFL/ESL students as a tool of reference and pro-
phylactics, it presents a complete and orderly
catalog of multi-word units that require special
consideration because of their interferential po-
tential. Furthermore, the sizeable volume of the
dictionary and its user-friendly Phrase Index en-
able it to be used as a regular phraseological dic-
tionary providing definitions to individual id-
ioms, clichés and set expressions.

In the selection of phrases making up the
dictionary I proceeded from the broadest possi-
ble concept of phraseology and considered both
idiomatic and non-idiomatic recurrent word
combinations, prepositional collocations and
phrasal verbs. No limits have been set with re-
spect to their structural or pragmatic characteris-
tics, the principal criteria being similarity or con-
trast in the wording or imagery of multi-word
units whose meanings or usage do not show cor-
responding similarity or contrast. Potentially in-
terferential units were culled from the phraseo-
logical pool provided by over a hundred mono-
and bilingual dictionaries as well as numerous
online databases. Contrastive-differentiating
analysis of the totality of phraseological units
thus selected made it possible to separate groups
of semantically and pragmatically similar phrase-
ological synonyms and variants (cf.: add fuel to
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the fire | add fuel to the flames) from interfer-
entially significant “false friends.” This inductive
methodology made it possible to concentrate
not on the actual interferential interactions of
phraseological units (error analysis) but on the
hypothetical possibility of their confusion, pre-
dicting all likely cases of flawed reasoning at
phraseological level. As a result, some entries
may contain well-known modern phrases whose
interferentially relevant oppositions are repre-
sented by expressions pertaining to professional
or social jargon, slang, as well as by phrases that
are regional, dialectal, extinct or rarely heard
nowadays. Phraseological oppositions of this
sort, though less topical for language learners,
demonstrate interesting cases of coincidence in
imagery through time and space.

Parallel to potentially confusable phraseo-
logical oppositions, there are numerous instances
when units longer than the word form similar,
semantically contrastive relationships with con-
sonant compound words, c¢f.: day-man / man of
the day. In many cases dictionaries differ whether
to treat a particular two-word combination as a
phrase or a compound and there seems to be no
hard and fast rule about which category such an
item should be in. The distinction between sep-
arate and solid writing of such units becomes
relevant, however, when it serves to differentiate
between semantically dissimilar entities, ¢f.: back
drop / backdrop, or units functioning as different
parts of speech, cf-: common sense / commonsense.
Since their outward similarity may likewise con-
fuse the learner, we deemed it necessary to in-
corporate all cases involving potentially inter-
ferential compounds in the present dictionary.

The dictionary compiled on the above
principles is comprehensive in that it encom-
passes the whole spectrum of phraseological
units irrespective of their contemporary status
in the language, social currency, or the degree
of idiomaticity (that is, semantic interdepend-
ence of their components), the units ranging all
the way from free word combinations to id-

*See, for example: G. A. Owen, Dictionary of “Confusibles” (Somerset: Brodie, 1966); A. Room, Room’s Dictionary of Confusibles
(London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1979); L. Urdang, The Dictionary of Confusable Words (New York: Facts on File, 1988).
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iomatic expressions. In between these two cate-
gories there is a vast layer of the so called set
phrases institutionalized as such in the language
and originated owing to the ability of words to
regularly link up with other words forming their
lexical environment. Whereas their global mean-
ings are readily grasped from the meanings of
their component parts, relatively independent
of each other and used in their literal or
metaphorical sense, the meanings of idiomatic
expressions proper often appear unmotivated
and cannot be deduced from the meanings of
their constituents. As regards the degree of their
structural mobility, idiomatic expressions are
generally more or less invariable in form or order
and do not admit of the usual grammatical op-
erations which their literal counterparts will per-
mit. Other types of phrases normally show some
degree of variation. Phrases making up the dic-
tionary are just as heterogeneous syntactically:
some of them are full sentences (catch phrases,
proverbial expressions, rhetorical questions and
social formulae) while others function like par-
ticular parts of speech (nominal, verbal, ad-
verbial and adjectival phrases).

Phraseological units whose meanings may
mistakenly appear similar or opposite can be re-
duced to the following principal types of inter-
ferentially relevant oppositions (in the order of
diminishing similarity of their notional compo-
nents):

e specific cases of phraseological polysemy or
homonymy when formally identical units are
used differently by British and American
speakers, e.g.:

pavement artist (UK)
pavement artist (US)

* semantically dissimilar units with identical
notional components, relating as pseudo-
quantitative variants, when one of the phrases
is not really just a shortened form of an ex-
tended phrase, e.g.:

keep one’s head
keep one’s head up

* semantically dissimilar units all of whose no-
tional components are identical, e.g.:

Introduction

cut loose from something
cut loose with something

phrases forming semantic oppositions to anal-
ogous solidly spelled compounds, e.g.:

black eye
blackeye

morphologically consonant, though unrelated
place names, e.g.:

Saint John’s
Saint Johns

semantically dissimilar prepositional phrases
with identical notional component preceding
the preposition, e.g.:

absent from something
absent in something

semantically dissimilar prepositional phrases
with identical notional component following
the preposition, e.g.:

in time

on time
semantically distinct phrasal verbs with iden-
tical verbal component, e.g.:

turn on someone
turn to someone

semantically dissimilar collocations with iden-
tical verbal component taking direct and pre-
positional object respectively, e.g.:

advertise for something
advertise something

semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others relate
as paronyms, €.g.:

historic event
historical event

semantically dissimilar units with paronymic
and identical notional components, which be-
long to different parts of speech, e.g.:

curtain raiser
raise the curtain

semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others relate
as synonyms, e.g.:

hold an appointment
keep an appointment
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* semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others desig-
nate contiguous notions, €.g.:

turn someone’s brain
turn someone’s head

¢ semantically dissimilar units some of whose
components are identical while others asso-
ciate with the same class of things, e.g.:

lose one’s head
lose one’s mind

* phrasal verbs forming structural and semantic
oppositions to compound verbs with formally
identical component parts represented in re-
verse order, e.g.:

do something over
overdo something

e phraseological units some of whose com-
ponents are identical while others relate as
antonyms, whose imagery may be mistakenly
construed as semantically antonymous, e.g.:

in deep water
in low water
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* semantically dissimilar phrasal verbs with syn-
onymous verbal components and identical
prepositions or adverbs, e.g.:

come off something
go off something

* semantically unrelated units of similar struc-
ture some of whose notional components may
match, whose general phraseological idea may
appear similar, e.g.:

when the balloon goes up
when the eagle flies

e semantically unrelated units that may differ
in structure and have no components in com-
mon, whose general phraseological idea or im-
agery may appear similar, e.g.:

be dead in the water
sleep with the fishes

e semantically unrelated units that may differ
in structure and have no components in com-
mon, whose general phraseological idea or im-
agery may appear antonymous, e.g.:

carry the torch
hide one’s light under a bushel

ARRANGEMENT OF THE ENTRIES

The arrangement of material in the dic-
tionary is consistently alphabetical. Each entry
highlighting the differences of the units it com-
prises is introduced by the heading in bold print
that lists alphabetically all units making up the
entry. All entries, in turn, are arranged in the
dictionary in the alphabetical order of the first
phrases of the entry headings. When arranging
phraseological units alphabetically the following
principles have been observed:

* initial articles are disregarded when determin-
ing the alphabetical order;

e simile phrases introducing comparisons are
usually given without their optional initial el-
ement 4s;

* in the case of hyphenated compounds the hy-
phen is treated as a space and phrases written
as separate words, or hyphenated compound
words, precede solidly spelled compounds;

* many phrases include a variable component
indicated by the words his, himself, one, one’,
oneself, someone, someone’, or something that
are taken into account for alphabetical order.

While listing phrases in their basic or the
most usual form, we use the word someone to
refer to somebody other than the subject, and
the word one is used where the one is the same
person as the subject of the sentence. The words
his and himself are used purely conventionally
and may refer to both sexes. Each unit treated
in the entry is followed by a definition and il-
lustrated by authentic examples of usage in the
context providing the correct semantic and prag-
matic framework. Potentially confusable phrases
represented in sample sentences are underlined,
sometimes together with words which are not
part of the phrase proper but form its immediate
lexical surrounding. Where an item has several
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meanings the definitions are grouped in num-
bered sequences of comparative importance.
Occasional comments of grammatical nature
provided in the dictionary usually signal some
grammatical restrictions in the usage of an ex-
pression which may refer to certain limitations
in tenses and aspects. Such notations and com-
ments may apply to the whole phrase or to some
of its meanings. Some entries have cross-refer-
ences, that is, contain instructions to look up
some other entries for the purpose of comparison
or caution.

Stylistically colored phrases are normally
accompanied by italicized notations which are
of special help when the user’s knowledge of the
language is inadequate as regards recognition of
their stylistic value and the ability to use them
in specific social contexts. Some of the phrases
designated as dated show signs of obsolescence
though may still be used within limited groups
of people, whereas expressions designated as a7-
chaic are not familiar to the majority of speakers.
Other labels may designate various occupational
and professional fields with which certain ex-
pressions are particularly associated. Phrases
contained in the dictionary, both current and
obsolete, represent practically all principal styl-
istical strata: stylistically neutral phrases, collo-
quial, formal and literary expressions, expres-
sions normally confined to technical use, folksy
expressions, dialectal phrases, phrases pertaining
to professional or social jargon, slang, as well as
expressions peculiar to any of the principal re-
gional varieties of English. Expressions that are
not stylistically labeled are considered neutral
and may be used in all situations. When stylistic
comments apply to all numbered senses of a
phrase they are found before the numbered
senses, while comments that apply to any one
sense are found within the numbered sense be-

Introduction

fore the definition. The mobility of borderlines
between various stylistic categories makes it at
times difficult to attach unequivocal stylistic tag
and stylistic status of many expressions shows
considerable fluctuations in different dictio-
naries. Stylistically marked phrases must be used
with particular care because they reflect a special
relationship between speakers or a special social
occasion or setting. They belong to ironic, joc-
ular, derogatory, euphemistic or other stylis-
tically marked register and are labeled accord-
ingly. Many of them can only be used in
informal spoken English and are inadmissible
in formal written English. Phrases marked zzboo
or coarse slang, included merely for the sake of
completeness, warrant special caution in this re-
spect because most of them deal with race, sex,
or ethnic origin and may have offensive or in-
sulting implications.

For readers who want to identify a vaguely
familiar expression that includes a particular sig-
nificant word, are not sure of the precise form
of an expression as listed in the dictionary, or
simply wish to explore the phrase-building po-
tential of individual words, the Phrase Index is
compounded by the Key Word Index in which
expressions are listed under their second or an-
other semantically dominating component, their
first component being given within the general
alphabetical arrangement of phrases in the dic-
tionary body and the Phrase Index. We chose to
also include as key words units forming the sec-
ond parts of hyphenated nominal compounds:
thus the reader can find “boat-train” under
“train,” “angel-water” under “water,” “copy-cat”
under “cat,” etc. While certain words can func-
tion as different parts of speech or refer to dif-
ferent homonyms, no attempt has been made to
reflect such differences in the Key Word Index.
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ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE DICTIONARY

arch.—archaic
attrib.—attribute
Austral.—Australian
biol.—biological
Canad.—Canadian
coll.—colloquial
¢f-—compare
derog.—derogatory
dial. —dialect
euph.—euphemism

exclam.—exclamation

Fr.—French
hist.—historical
imper.—imperative
interj.—interjection
joc.—jocular
liter.—literary
med.—medical
negat.—negative
NZ—New Zealand
pejor.—pejorative

pl.—plural

predic.—predicative
RAF—Royal Air Force
Scot.—Scottish
sl.—slang
smb.—somebody
smth.—something
UK—United Kingdom
U.S.—United States
WWI—World War I
WWII—World War II
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a la guerre comme a la guerre

A

a la guerre comme a la guerre ® cest la guerre

& la guerre comme & la guerre—(Fr.) is used to tell a person
to make do with what one has or do what one has to do: She
walked ... with a certain rebellion burning in her heart. It was
not the right sort of heart to take to a love-meeting. But a la
guerre comme 2 la guerre!

cest la guerre—(Fr.) an ironic phrase to provide an excuse
for anything that has not gone quite to plan: The long string
of projects which were started were never brought to com-

mercial viability.... But, cest la guerre, eh?

abandon ship ¢ give up the ship

abandon ship—1. leave the sinking ship: When the order
was given to abandon ship many of the passengers were
stunned. They felt that it was safer onboard... 2. (a/so: jump
ship) leave a failing organization, etc. before it is too late: For
weeks he worked eighteen-hour days, pleading with his staff
not to abandon ship.

give up the ship—quit trying and surrender; admit defeat:
If you are sidetracked by small setbacks don’t be discouraged

and give up the ship.

abide by something ® abide something
abide by something—stand firm by smth.; remain true to
smth.: The rules were fixed, and I must abide by them.
abide something— (negat.) bear or endure smth.: She could
not abide the country, and would not be tempted to leave
London.

abide someone ¢ abide with someone

abide someone— (negat.) dislike a person very much: In fact,
I can’t abide him. Whenever I see him on television, I'm in-
clined to change the channel.

abide with someone— (liter.) remain or stay with a person:
If the American dream is to abide with us, it will, at bottom,
depend on the people themselves.

above suspicion ® under suspicion

above suspicion—too highly respected to be suspected of a
crime or wrongdoing: Navy secretary Welles was above suspi-
cion, but he was inexperienced in nautical affairs.

under suspicion —considered as possibly guilty of a crime
or wrongdoing: He was under suspicion for other crimes,
which gave the investigators the legal right to hold him in-
definitely.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
on suspicion— (arrest or detain smb.) on the ground of suspicion:
The police are now free to stop and search anyone merely on

suspicion.

absence from something ¢ absence in something

absence from something—being temporarily away from a
place: I have no one capable of acting for me in my absence
from home.

absence in something—1. staying temporarily at some place:
During my absence in France, I find that new words have been
introduced into our parliamentary language. 2. lack or non-
existence in smth.: For Jane, a salient consequence was the
absence in her life of a satisfying intimate relationship.

absence of mind ® presence of mind

absence of mind—the mental state of preoccupation, which
causes one to do smth. without realizing it: Through absence
of mind he walked out of the shop and left his purchases on
the counter.
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presence of mind—mental alertness which enables one to act
quickly in an emergency: With great presence of mind he
grabbed the child and pulled it out of the path of the oncom-

ing car.

absorbed by something ® absorbed with something

absorbed by something—1. (of liquids) soaked up by smth.:
The solution is absorbed by the brick through its untreated
surface. 2. (of substances) taken up by chemical action: Whey
protein is the best type of protein since it is quickly absorbed
by the body. 3. (of people or things) incorporated into smth.:
Better build the type of home that will be more quickly ab-
sorbed by the market.

absorbed with something— (also: absorbed in something)
deeply engrossed in smth.: They are often absorbed with their
own thoughts and feelings and are fearful of intimacy with
others.

abut against something ® abut on something

abut against something—rest against the end part of smth.
firmly: The mountains are volcanic, and sedimentary deposits
abut against them at a lower level.

abut on something— (of a plot of land, etc.) border on smth.;
lie next to smth.: Our land abuts on the shopping center’s
parking lot.

academic junk food ® junk food

academic junk food— (coll.) college degree courses of no ac-
ademic value to students: He describes the disintegration of
the curriculum into limitless numbers of “interdisciplinary
studies” programs that are often academic junk food.

junk food—food, as potato chips, hamburgers, and hot dogs,
that is high in calories but of little nutritional value: Many
schools are selling at break time nothing less than junk foods.

accidents can happen ¢ accidents will happen
accidents can happen—is used to say that smth. unforeseen
may always occur: Don’t commit yourself to completing the
book this year —accidents can happen, you know.
accidents will happen— is used to say that some unfortunate
events must be accepted as inevitable: Stop going
on so about that broken jug. Accidents will happen, you know.

accommodate someone to something ® accommo-
date someone with something

accommodate someone to something—adapt or adjust a person
to smth.: One of the solutions [of housing] is to accommodate
people to the multistory residential building.

accommodate someone with something—provide a person
with smth., especially as a favor: It was very good of you to
accommodate me with the ticket for my journey.

according to Cocker ® according to Mrs. Beeton

according to Cocker—(U.S. also: according to Gunter) ab-
solutely correct; exactly as it should be: So you ought to be,
according to Cocker, spending all your time in sick rooms.

according to Mrs. Beeton—(UK) an advice of culinary per-
fection according to Mrs. Beeton’s Book of Household Man-
agement (1886): According to Mrs. Beeton, the jar has to be
shaken once a week until Christmas when delicious drinks
can be served.

accurate in something ¢ accurate with something
accurate in something —free from mistakes in what one says
or does: He was basically careful and accurate in his quotations
and references to sources.
accurate with something—careful about smth.; treating
smth. with responsibility: When writing a composition, be
accurate with your quotations.
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achieve peace ® win the peace

achieve peace—achieve a state in which a nation or commu-
nity is not at war with another: Neutrality is essential if we
are to play a constructive role in achieving peace.

win the peace—carry out successful reconstruction after the
war: We may have had enough troops to win the war —but
not nearly enough to win the peace.

Achilles of England, the ® English Achilles, the

Achilles of England, the— (hist.) 1. the name given to the
Duke of Wellington (1769-1852). 2. the name given to John-
Talbot, first Earl of Shrewsbury (1373-1453): This great cap-
tain, whose merit was acknowledged equally by friends and
foes, received the appellation of the Achilles of England.

English Achilles, the— = Achilles of England, the 2: This man
was John Talbot, known as the English Achilles, and hero of
countless battles.

act as angel  act like an angel
act as angel—act as a sponsor for a firm, organization, etc.:
It was agreed that he should act as angel to the enterprise.
act like an angel—be an excellent performer: She sings and
acts like an angel and is extremely pleased because Wolfgang

has served her extraordinarily well.

act as someone ® act for someone

act as someone —perform as an interpreter, guide, etc.: I had
a local student who acted as my translator, as my Spanish is
extremely rudimentary.

act for someone —represent smb. as a barrister, etc., in a law
court: Mr. Bilmes agreed to act for me, attending court as my
legal representative.

act foolishly ¢ act the fool

act foolishly—act without reason or good judgment: She
acted foolishly in her business dealings, trusting the wrong
people or not trusting her employees enough.

act the fool— (also: play the fool) deliberately act so as to ap-
pear eccentric or foolish: He was a small, puny lad who acted
the fool to stop himself being bullied.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
make a fool of oneself— act in a way thar makes a person appear
ridiculous or stupid: My advice to you is to refrain from making
careless comments, for you'll only make a fool of yourself.

act of God ° action of God

act of God—1. (legal) the action of forces uncontrollable by
man, such as hurricane, etc.: In the event of an act of God,
the school reserves the right to suspend training. 2. said of the
work of God in creation: The doctrine regarded our « priori
ideas as infused into the intellect by an act of God.

action of God— (also: work of God) = act of God 2: Creation
is the origin of the totality of the universe by the action of
God.

act one’s age ® show one’s age

act one’s age—behave in a manner appropriate to one’s age
(often used in asking children to act in a more grown-up fashion):
She doesn’t look or act her age, she has no gray hairs, not even
crows feet.

show one’s age—show signs of being old: Booth is starting
to show his age. His face is deeply creased and lined, and his

voice has gotten mushy and lispy.

act something out ® outact someone

act something our—give expression to thoughts, unconscious
fears, etc. in one’s actions and behavior: Children often act
out their troubled feelings in their games.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the

add color to something

intransitive phrasal verb act out— behave anti-socially or mis-
behave: The child with a learning problem may act out to di-
vert attention from, for example, his inability to read.

outact someone—surpass another person in acting or per-
forming: The man can outact just about anybody out there.
His prime example is his portrayal of Rollins in Devil in a
Blue Dress.

action man ® man of action
action man—a person who makes a show of being very vig-
orous and energetic: I had very little in common with the sort
of larger-than-life action man I played in film after film.
man of action—smb. who does things and is not content to
just meditate or talk: Foscolo was intended for a man of action
and strife: ease and fortune unnerved and demoralized him.

actual time © real time

actual time—the time to be compared with the standard or
expected time: The actual time of its [Indian summer] occur-
rence and the character of the weather appear to vary for dif-
ferent regions.

real time—1. the time during which an event occurs: The
date displayed by monitors is from the previous day, making
it almost impossible to know the real time of air pollution. 2.
said of the processing of data which occurs as it is generated:
A higher speed in computers means that they can more easily
engage in activities in what we call “real time.”

Note: Neither expression is equivalent in meaning to the phrase
true time—the time according to the position of the sun: True
(nonrelative) time can only be measured by using a constant,
such as the objective speed of light.

Adam and Eve ®* Adam-and-Eve

Adam and Eve—1. said of men and women in general: The
great dual law which makes Adam and Eve one humanity, the
dry land and the seas one globe. 2. (U.S. diners) two poached
or fried eggs: Diner lingo is one example of a mnemonic device
that aids memory. “Adam and Eve” refers to two eggs, usually
poached.

Adam-and-Eve—a North American orchid: A woman will
carry a piece of Adam-and-Eve root in a little bag round her
neck. It’s really Aplectrum hyemale, useful in bronchial trou-

bles.

Adam and Eve on a log ®* Adam and Eve on a raft

Adam and Eve on a log—(U.S. diners) two poached eggs
with link sausage: Adam and Eve on a log are two poached
eggs with link sausage, but there are plenty of other short
order cook gems like “Bowl of Red” (chili peppers with meat).

Adam and Eve on a raft— (U.S. diners) two poached eggs on
toast: There were Zepps in a Cloud (sausages and mashed)
and Adam and Eve on a raft. Cf.: Adam and Eve on a raft and
wreck them —(U.S. diners) two scrambled eggs on toast: You ask
for scrambled eggs on toast, and the waitress says to the chef,
“we need an Adam and Eve on a raft and wreck them.”

adapted for something ¢ adapted to something
adapted for something — (of things) made suitable for a new
use, situation, etc.: The book was adapted for television as a
four-part series screened by the BBC.
adapted to something— (of people) accustomed or suitable to
smth.: [ am not adapted to this business. I was bred a farmer,
and ought not to have left that occupation.

add color to something ® give color to something
add color to something — (of a story, account, etc.) provide de-
tails that would interest and excite readers or listeners: The
lecturer told a few jokes to add color to his talk.
give color to something— (also: lend color to something) give



add fuel to the fire

plausibility to an account, etc.: His torn clothing gave color
to his story that he had been attacked and robbed.

add fuel to the fire * add insult to injury

add fuel to the fire—(also: add fuel to the flames) aggravate
discord, etc.; make an already bad situation even worse: Now,
to add fuel to the fire, new accusations have emerged over the
past several weeks that could cost Ward his position.

add insult to injury—wound a person’s self-respect even fur-
ther; add to the damage already done to smb.’s feelings: He
was an hour late and then, to add insult to injury, he spent
twenty minutes on the telephone.

add in something ® add on something

add in something—1. put or pour smth., especially in recipes:
Continue to add in the flour and mix each addition until it is
well incorporated. 2. attach or include smth., usually in the
middle of a calculation: Before you finish the totals, please
add in these new figures.

add on something —attach smth. at the end of a calculation,
list, etc.: She wrote me a cold letter, even the inquiry about

my health looked as if it had been added on as an afterthought.

add to something ® add up to something

add to something—increase or enhance smth.: It’s an old
building so you get creaky sounds of the old building but I
guess it adds to its rustic charm.

add up to something—1. (of values) give as a result, when
joined: The bombing from B-52 stratofortresses ultimately
added up to 800,000 tons of bombs. 2. amount to smth.; sig-
nify smth.: All that this adds up to is that you don’t want to

help, so why not say so at once?

add to taste ® add to the taste

add to taste— (in recipes) add in the amount preferred: Tear
small pieces from the Hungarian pepper and add to taste;
these peppers are very hot.

add to the taste—improve the taste (of a dish): All those
spices not only add to the taste but are good for your health.

address oneself to someone ® address someone

address oneself to someone —speak or appeal to a person: He
came into the room, and addressed himself to me with the
best grace in the world.

address someone—1. = address oneself to someone: The Edu-
cation Secretary had to address a hostile crowd of teachers. 2.
speak to a person using a nickname or a title: Don’t address
me as “Colonel”; I'm only a major.

Admiral of the White ® White Admiral

Admiral of the White —admiral of the White Squadron (one
of the three divisions of the Royal Navy in the 17th century):
Admiral of the Red, used to hold the center in an engagement.
Admiral of the White, used to hold the van.

White Admiral—any of several butterflies of the genus Li-
menitis: He had seen a white admiral circling higher and higher
round an oak tree, but he had never caught it.

admit of something ® admit to something

admit of something—leave room for smth.: A careful, de-
tached study of his available statements will admit of no other
conclusion.

admit to something—agree, often reluctantly, that smth. is
true; confess to smth.: Over a third of the juveniles admitted
to owning a firearm.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase admit something—1. = admit to something: He ad-
mitted owning a car which had an index number identical to
one Miss Mallalieu had noted. 2. have room for smeh.; allow
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smth. to enter: This harbor is dry at low water and admits only
small craft even with the tide.

admonish someone for something ® admonish
someone of something

admonish someone for something—reprove a person on ac-
count of smth.: They are frequently admonished for their fail-
ure to act quickly.

admonish someone of something—bring smth. to a person’s
notice as a warning: A gallows erected on an eminence ad-
monished the offenders of the fate that awaited them.

advance of science ® advancement of science
advance of science—progress or improvement in science: It
is an assumption of our world view that progress consists in
the advance of science and technology.
advancement of science—progress in science resulting from
the action of an outside agent: The purpose of this legislation
was the advancement of science.

advance on something ® advance towards some-
thing

advance on something—move towards a place (in order to
attack, etc.): The enemy advanced on Rome, and at last con-
quered it.

advance towards something—1. = advance on something: The
fire has already destroyed about 15 houses in a suburb and is
advancing towards the city. 2. be headed for smth.; approach
a certain state: The world political system is advancing towards

disorder.

advise someone of something ¢ advise someone on
something

advise someone of something—give a person information or
warning about smth.: The motoring organizations have ad-
vised motorists of thick mists on the mountains.

advise someone on something—give a person recommenda-
tions or advice about smth.: We are experts in advising people
on the best holiday to suit their personal preferences.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase advise with someone on something— consult with a
person about smth.: He advised with them on all matters and
followed their directions in all things.

after a time © after time

after a time—when a short time has elapsed: I didn’t care
for the place at first, but after a time I got to like it.

after time—later than a stipulated time: We cannot wait for
anyone who arrives after time.

after all ® after all is said and done

after all—1. is used to introduce an additional point which
supports the previous statement: They did not expect heavy
losses in the air; after all, they had superb aircraft. 2. in spite
of what had previously been thought or done: It had to be
recognized, after all, that I was still a schoolboy.

after all is said and done—when everything is settled or con-
cluded: After all was said and done, the wedding was a lovely
affair.

after the manner of someone © in the manner of
someone

after the manner of someone—(of a painting, etc.) executed
in conscious imitation of smb.’s manner or style: In those
days, I painted human interest subjects, after the manner of
Mr. Rockwell. But I still hadn’t found myself as an artist.

in the manner of someone— (of a painting, etc.) indicating
resemblance to smb.’s style rather than conscious imitation:
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They acquired Joan Miro pictures painted in the manner of a
4-year-old struggling to come to terms with the human face.

again and again ® every now and again

again and again— (also: time and again) habitually; repeat-
edly: I was absorbed in “The Cloud on the Sanctuary,” reading
it again and again.

every now and again— (also: now and again) occasionally;
from time to time: Every now and again the ear could catch
the sudden splash of pike meeting pike.

agree on something ¢ agree to something ® agree
with something

agree on something —1. have the same view about smth.: Mu-
sicians rarely agree on the way a piece of music should be
played. 2. decide on smth.: We've agreed on Spain for our
holiday next year.

agree to something— (of a suggestion, statement, etc.) view
with favor; accept what has been proposed: Neither the peo-
ple, nor their representatives, would agree to the plan.

agree with something—1. go along with a person in an opin-
ion or statement: It is great what Martin has done and I agree
with his comment. 2. (of two versions, accounts, etc.) be similar
or fully correspond: This bill doesn’t agree with my calcula-

tions.

ahead of one’s time © before one’s time

ahead of one’s time— (of people, new ideas, etc.) too advanced
to be accepted by one’s contemporaries: Men who are ahead
of their time can lead the present into the future.

before one’s time—1. before a person was born, had arrived,
etc.: There was at one time a little cinema, but that was before
my time. 2. before the due or expected time: His poverty, and
continual harassment by the authorities had made him old be-
fore his time. 3. = ahead of one’s time: Robert Owen, with his
enlightened ideas on working conditions in factories, was be-
fore his time.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase not before its time— used of smth. that should have been
done long ago: At last they are installing electric light in the
main streets, and not before its time.

ahead of time ® before time

ahead of time— (usually showing approval) earlier than ex-
pected: The homework was finished ahead of time so he went
out to play.

before time—prematurely; before the due or expected time:
So far was prepunctuality carried, that Her Majesty was ten
minutes before time.

aim at something ¢ aim for something

aim at something—1. point the weapon or object in the di-
rection of smth.: He aimed at the far wall and squeezed the
trigger. 2. plan or hope to achieve smth.: We are now aiming
at a higher production level.

aim for something— = aim at something 2: For most people,
aiming for a higher position at once is the key to job search

success.

air boat ¢ inflatable boat

air boat—1. a seaplane with a boatlike fuselage: This class
of seaplanes, variously termed “flying-boat” and “air-boat,”
consists essentially of a long boat-shaped hull, wherein the
passengers’ seats are contained. 2. a shallow-draft boat driven
by an airplane propeller: A Pandora’s Box is opening to release
a flood of airboats on the long-suffering landscape of crowded
Southern Ontario.

inflatable boat—an air-filled rubber boat (for use in an

all day and every day

emergency, etc.): The crewmen had to be pulled from the
freezing water by colleagues in an inflatable boat.

air gun ® air gunner

air gun—a gun in which compressed air is used to propel
the charge: Darned if he didn’t up with this here air gun and
plunk me with a buckshot it carried.

air gunner—an aircrew member whose job is to operate a
gun: Too old for piloting he became an air gunner with 235
Squadron Coastal Command.

air lane * airline

air lane — (also: airway) a regular route of travel for aircraft:
This will enable controllers to squeeze an extra 20 percent
traffic into the crowded air lanes.

airline—1. company that carries passengers and cargo by
airplane: The airline has announced it will run daily service
to Florida. 2. a tube through which air is passed under pres-
sure: Any big truck lives and dies, steers and brakes, on its
air-lines.

air letter ® airmail letter

air letter — (also: aerogramme) a sheet of light paper forming
a letter for sending by airmail: An air letter is written on a
special form supplied by the Post Office.

airmail letter—a letter to be sent by air: Aerogrammes are
less expensive than an airmail letter and have the same delivery
time.

alien from something ¢ alien to something

alien from something —differing in nature or character from
smth.: [ am a Christian; therefore, many of the tenets of Bud-
dhism are alien from my faith.

alien to something—contrary or opposed to smth.: I could
not consent to the introduction into our national life of a de-
vice so alien to all our traditions as the referendum.

alive to something e alive with something

alive ro something—aware of smth.; conscious of smth.: He
was alive to the danger that pressure might be put on the po-
lice, and he might be forced to take ill-advised action.

alive with something—teeming with smth.; full of smth.:
The lake was alive with alligators. These could be seen basking
along the low banks...

all along e all along the line

all along—all the time: Her employer said he had suspected
the girl of pilfering all along.

all along the line—at every point in the course of an activity:
These newer family magazines are making the older ones fight

for existence all along the line.

all at once ® at once

all ar once—suddenly and abruptly: There comes over him,
all at once, a sort of cold, creepy shudder.

at once—1. immediately: She doesn’t know where he is...
otherwise she would drive to his address at once. 2. simulta-
neously; at the same time: Fire service says we cannot be in
two places at once.

all but ® anything but

all but—almost; nearly: We're all but finished now. We'll
be ready in a moment.

anything but—not at all: My father was anything but pleased
when he heard my story.

all day and every day © all the days of one’s life

all day and every day—during the whole of one day and for
a number of days afterwards: We had glorious weather, sun-
shine all day and every day.



all dressed up

all the days of one’s life—for as long as one will live, or has
lived: They had known only oppression and bitter poverty all

the days of their lives.

all dressed up © dressed up

all dressed up—dressed formally; dressed in one’s best
clothes: She was glad that she was all dressed up and had done
her hair that morning.

dressed up —1. = all dressed up: We know little about Mary’s
appearance (the only description we have is when she is dressed
up for her daughter’s wedding). 2. wearing fancy clothing;
disguised: There was a carnival parade in the city. Annabel
was dressed up as a clown and Andy as Zorro.

all eyes ® all my eye

all eyes— (predic., coll.) watching eagerly and attentively:
She was all eyes as I unwrapped the package.

all my eye— (UK sl.) utter nonsense (also: all my eye and Betty
Martin): I told him about a secret process, but he knew it was

all my eye.

all fur coat and no knickers © all hat and no cattle

all fur coat and no knickers— (UK derag.) said of a person or
thing having an impressive appearance with no real substance
beneath: Wish I had paid more attention to the bad reviews
before I booked. This hotel is all fur coat and no knickers.

all hat and no cattle—(U.S. derog.) said of smb. who tends
to talk boastfully without acting on one’s words (also: big hat
and no cattle): Republican leadership promised to support the
mission. Unfortunately, however, they’ve been all hat and no
cattle...

all hands and the cook ° all the world and his wife

all hands and the cook—1. (Nautical) everybody on the ship:
Martin threw on the engine, while all hands and the cook
sprang to take in sail. 2. everyone from a particular group of
people who can possibly contribute: Soon he was rearing his
family, and all hands and the cook were busy as bees in caring
for the home. Cf: all-hands meeting— a mandatory meeting
for all employees called by the management: Bob called an all-
hands meeting this afternoon. It’s never a good sign...

all the world and his wife— (also: every man and his dog) lots
of people; everyone of importance: All the world and his wife
were there, so, of course, Dame Margery went also.

all in ° all out

all in— (predic., coll.) 1. completely exhausted: I was glad
that the laboratory was only a few blocks away, for I was all
in by the time I got there. 2. completely or enthusiastically
involved in smth.: That was a cruel thing to do and I want to
know who was all in on it!

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
compound all-in— (attrib.) inclusive of everything: If you need
surgery, go for a fixed price package —an all-in price, irre-
spective of how long you stay in the hospital.

all out—(coll.) 1. using all one’s strength or resources: He
made up his mind to go “all out” for his uncle’s slum-conver-
sion scheme. 2. entirely; completely: “Were you drunk?” “Not
all out, I could keep my feet on the floor.” 3. at top speed:
The track was ultra-fast all night, with cars running all out
the entire evening.

all in all ® in all

all in all—1. taking everything into consideration: All in
all, they do their best to portray something original. 2. (of 2
person or thing) of supreme importance to smb.: This adven-
turer made love to the girl that was all in all to me.

in all—in total number: I stayed for three days in all, and
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throughout those three days I was sitting in their wonderful
library.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at all— under any circumstances: If that is so, why write
atall?

all in one piece ® all of a piece

all in one piece— (also: in one piece) without injury; relatively
unharmed: I was covered in plaster and my eyes were full of
dust, but I was all in one piece and thankful to be alive.

all of a piece—1. of the same kind or quality: It’s all of a
piece here. The men effeminate, the women unsexed. 2. (with)
in harmony or consistent with smth.: His rejection of health-
care reform is all of a piece with his disregard for the under-
privileged.

all kinds of something ° all sorts of something

all kinds of something—1. many different kinds of smth.: For
many years, Tutt Library has accepted donations of all kinds
of books from community supporters. 2. (coll.) plenty of
smth.; a large amount of smth.: The reality is that the gov-
ernment has all kinds of money. They have more money than
they know what to do with.

all sorts of something— = all kinds of something I: Classrooms
should be stocked full of all sorts of books and school libraries
should be as desirable a destination as the local bookstore.

all mouth and no trousers ® all mouth and
trousers

all mouth and no trousers— (UK derog.) said of smb. who
talks or boasts a lot but doesn’t take any action (also: all talk
and no trousers): How much longer will it take to realize that
the leader is all mouth and no trousers?

all mouth and trousers— = all mouth and no trousers: Jack is
all mouth and trousers, he never does anything he says he will.

all-overs © overalls

all-overs—(coll.) a feeling of great unease or extreme nerv-
ousness: We're out of sorts for want of a smoke. We've got the
all-overs, haven't us, deary?

overalls—a one-piece garment worn to protect a worker’s
clothes; loose-fitting work pants with shoulder straps: A man
dressed in overalls came out. I caught a glimpse of machin-
ery...

all-red line ° thin red line

all-red line— (UK hist., also: all-red route) a telegraph line
lying throughout in British territory: Green tells of Fleming’s
advocacy of a Pacific Cable and the All-Red Line.

thin red line—(UK) 1. (dated) the British army (used with
the implication of its supposed invincibility): Napoleon Bona-
parte soon found that in the “thin red line” he had more than
met his match. 2. the heroic resistance of few against many:
England’s thin red line of intellectual royalists is being overrun
by “progressive” reformers who sabotage old-fashioned aca-
demic virtues.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase thin line— a significantly blurred borderline between two
things: There is often only a thin line between a successful
launch and devastating destruction. Rockets are an unforgiv-
ing technology.

See also: ragged blue line / thin blue line.

all-red route ® red route

all-red route— (UK hist., also: all-red line) a telegraph line
lying throughout in British territory: Because all of these lo-
cations were part of the British Empire, the cable was also
known as the “All Red Route” (as red was the color associated
with Britain).
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red route—(UK) a proposed expressway marked by a red
line along the edge of the road: The idea of the red route as a
way of easing traffic congestion was devised by a group of
Conservative politicians called the red route group.

all right for you ® all right with you

all right for you—usually accompanies a threat of revenge as
said by a child angry at a playmate: All right for you, John.
See if I ever play with you again.

all right with you— (also: all right by you) suits yous; is ac-
ceptable to you: Please let me know if that time is all right
with you.

all right guy © right guy

all right guy— (coll.) a reliable or trustworthy person: We
took a big chance by inviting you and ... you turned out to
be an all right guy.

right guy—1. = all right guy: I told Gains what the hotel
clerk said and how lucky we were he happened to be a right
guy. 2. (coll., also: Mr. Right) a perfect romantic or marriage
partner: When she moved to Madrid she joked that she would
never return home if she met the right guy.

all the best © all the better

all the best—is used as a farewell or to close an informal let-
ter: I think your comments are important and will make sure
our health writer sees them as well. All the best.

all the better—even more so: He said nothing of this to Miss
Celia; but she found it out, and liked him all the better for
keeping some of his small worries to himself.

all the time © all the while

all the time—1. through the whole period; continuously:
Sue said she knew it all the time. 2. very often; many times:
Ruth talks about her trip to Europe all the time. 3. essentially;
first and last: You probably are a politician all the time, which
is why you never get to behave badly.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase all hours— very late or very early hours: It is dark: it
must be all hours.

all the while— = all the time I: Mary went to college in her
home town, and lived at home all the while.

all the way e all the way live
all the way—(U.S. coll., of hamburgers, etc.) with all available
extras, such as mustard, relish, etc.: I'd like one double cheese-

burger —all the way.
all the way live—(coll.) very exciting; excellent: Man, this

place is all the way live.

all together © altogether

all together—perform an action or undergo smth. collec-
tively; assembled in a group: We were herded all together in
some detaining room.

altogether —1. entirely; completely: Our results demonstrate
an altogether new approach to fabrication of electronic de-
vices. 2. with all included or counted: Invited from abroad
were, altogether, about 20 scholars from France, Germany,
and other countries. 3. having considered everything; on the
whole: Altogether, I am inclined to suspect much less noble
ideas motivating Miller’s decision.

all washed out ° all washed up

all washed out—1. (of colors) faded: I think the picture
showed a guy in armor kneeling.... No way to tell for sure
with colors all washed out. 2. (coll.) very tired; quite ex-
hausted: I'm all washed out. I haven’t the energy to do any-
thing at all.

all washed up—(coll.) 1. utterly undone: He can perhaps

ancient lights

work as a coach, but as a player he is all washed up. 2. = 4/l
washed out 2: Eventually, I went home feeling all washed up.
I just hung around the house.

allied to a nation e allied with a nation

allied to a nation— (of @ nation) related to another nation or
connected by common origin: This group of nations is closely
allied to the Eastern Asiatics.

allied with a nation — (of a nation) having joined forces with
another nation: Britain was allied with the United States many
times in history.

allow for something * allow of something

allow for something— (also: make allowance for something)
take smth. into consideration: It will take thirty minutes to
get to the station, allowing for traffic delays.

allow of something—leave room for smth.: There are more
than ten other important issues whose settlement allows of no
delay.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
allow something— permit smth.: Do not allow smoking in the
car when non-smokers are in it.

ally oneself to someone © ally oneself with some-
one

ally oneself to someone —unite or affiliate with a person: She
sought to ally herself to the older committee members.

ally oneself with someone —unite with a person in opposition
to smb. else: The professor allied herself with John against the
committee.

along the line ® along the lines

along the line—at some point during the course of a situa-
tion or activity: Somewhere along the line your strategy has
gone badly wrong.

along the lines— (also: on the lines) following a certain pattern
or trend: The Communist leadership organized the country
along the lines prescribed by the Soviet Union.

amiable person ® amicable person
amiable person—smb. of a kind that deserves to be liked:
He is an amiable person who willingly obliged and took time
carefully to craft his answers to our posed questions.
amicable person—a person exhibiting goodwill or acting as
a friend: They ended up shouting at one another. This was
somewhat shocking because Steve is such an amicable person.

amoral behavior ® immoral behavior

amoral behavior —behavior demonstrating an utter absence
of morality: Psychopaths are antisocial persons who can carry
out criminal or amoral behavior while perfectly able to dis-
tinguish right from wrong.

immoral behavior—behavior demonstrating low or corrupt
moral standards: Television heroes whose immoral behavior is
often sumptuously rewarded have become role models for
many young Americans.

amuse oneself with something ® be amused by
something

amuse oneself with something—do smth. to pass the time
and not become bored: The women amuse themselves with a
game something like jack-stones.

be amused by something—think smth. funny and usually
laugh because of it: I was highly amused by a comment
Bernard Shaw made once.

ancient lights ¢ Old Lights
ancient lights— (UK Law) the legal right of a house owner
to receive daylight through windows: England has a doctrine



ancient world

of ancient lights which was firmly rejected here [in the United
States].

Old Lights— (hist., also: Old Light men) religious tradition-
alists who believed the new religious movement (New Lights)
threatened established religion: Old Lights won the passage
of a law restricting the activities of traveling preachers.

ancient world * old world

ancient world—the region and civilizations (especially of
the Greeks and Romans) known during ancient history:
Cartagena was recognized as being one of the wealthiest cities
of the ancient world.

old world—1. (Old World, the) Europe, Asia and Africa: In
all the apes of the Old World the same number and kinds of
teeth are present as in man. 2. one’s previous setting of exis-
tence with its customs, traditions, etc.: Kylie found herself
back in her old world of Melbourne to spend Christmas with
her family.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase olde worlde— (UK attrib.) attractively old-fashioned (but
not necessarily authentic): This olde worlde pub is on the nar-
row road down to the sea and coast guard station.

and all ¢ and all that

and all—and all other things included: Duncan had stepped
backwards over the gunwale of his boat and fallen, camera
and all into the Indian Ocean.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase any and all—a redundant expression meaning “any”s A
licensed physician should be consulted for diagnosis of any
and all medical conditions.

and all that— (coll.) and other similar things considered un-
necessary to mention: Ah, but he’s known her all his life.
Childhood sweethearts and all that.

angel-water © holy water
angel-water—a perfume or cosmetic in which a plant An-
gelica (Herba angelica) is a chief ingredient: Angel-water, an
excellent perfume: also a curious wash to beautify the skin.
holy water—water blessed by a priest, used in the Roman
and Greek ritual: Before the High Mass on Sundays the cele-
brant sprinkles the people with holy water.

another kettle of fish ® another turn of the screw

another kettle of fish— (also: different kettle of fish, a) a com-
pletely different matter or situation: I'd driven an automatic
for years but learning to handle a car with gears was another
kettle of fish altogether.

another turn of the screw— an action which makes a bad sit-
uation worse, especially in order to force a person to do smth.:
Each letter from my bank manager was another turn of the
screw.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
another side on the boat— an alternative way of doing smth.:
There is another side on the boat; you don’t have to do it that
way.

See also: other side of the coin, the / other side of the hill, the.

answer for something ® answer to something

answer for something—be accountable or responsible for
smth.: He has to answer for his indifference to Aboriginal peo-
ple.

answer to something—1. act in response to smth.: The birds
after answering to the call, darted off again. 2. be suitable or
satisfactory for smth.: We've been able to find the solution
that answers to our needs. 3. match or correspond to smth.:
He doesn’t answer to the description of the missing man.

answer is a lemon, the ¢ it’s a lemon
answer is a lemon, the— (coll.) the answer is unsatisfactory
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or non-existent: Do all and sundry succeed? Very frankly, “the
answer is a lemon.” Luck does not support all...

it’s a lemon—(U.S. coll.) it is of poor quality and continu-
ously breaks down: What happens if you buy a new car only
to find out a month later that it’s a lemon?

answer one’s calling ® answer the call of nature

answer one’s calling— fulfill one’s destiny in terms of profes-
sion by doing what one has a talent for: Makeup artist Elisa-
beth Fry said in an interview that she “answered her calling”
to design jewelry.

answer the call of nature— (euph.) go to the bathroom to re-
lieve oneself: The locals did not have modern toilets. Mong
people preferred to dig a hole in their fields to answer the call
of nature.

answer someone ® answer to someone

answer someone—say smth. to a person in response to a
question: I didn’t know how to answer her.

answer to someone—be responsible or accountable to a per-
son: The chain of command is such that the Chief of Staff an-
swers to the Defense Minister.

ant’s pants ® have ants in one’s pants

ant’s pants— (Austral. sl.) the height of fashion; the ultimate
in novelty or style: You always think it’s the ant’s pants, and
then something better comes along.

have ants in one’s pants— (coll.) 1. fidget constantly because
of extreme nervousness: Why can’t you stand still, do you have
ants in your pants? 2. be impatient or restless: The boss has
ants in his pants and wants us to have it all ready for him on

Tuesday morning.

anxious about something ® anxious for something
anxious about something—uneasy about smth.; disturbed
about what may happen: And then, all the time you were so
worried and anxious about the food and the serving.
anxious for something—wishing smth. very much; eager to
get or obtain smth.: An incredible silence reigned among the
people, anxious for the event, and lost in suspense.

any day ® any time

any day—1. on any one day from now: This, too, is some-
thing that may happen any day now or that could be a few
years off. 2. (coll.) is used to express one’s willingness or pref-
erence: I'd work with Murphy in Canada any day rather than
stay in here. 3. (¢coll.) without doubt: You are a good deal bet-
ter-looking than her, Barbara. You are, any day.

any time—1. at a time which may be very soon: She is going
to give birth any time now. 2. at any time one chooses: John
is in a private ward, so you can get in any time. 3. no matter
when; whenever: Any time youre stuck for a meal come
around. 4. is used in response to an expression of gratitude:

“Thanks for helping me.” “Any time.”

any one ® anyone

any one—whichever one (person or thing) you choose: Join
the Disc of the Month Club, and we will send you any one of
these recordings.

anyone—any person; anybody: Is there anyone so wise as to
learn by the experience of others?

any place ® anyplace

any place—1. anywhere: Most people that travel any place
other than the USA can recognize distances in kilometers as
well as miles. 2. is used to refer to a specific kind of place: Do
you know of any place in Vietnam that would be good for
saltwater fly fishing?

anyplace— = any place 1: As of June first everyone will need
a passport to travel anyplace outside the U.S.
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any way ® anyway

any way—in any way or manner: The series focuses on three
people as they navigate the Hollywood maze, trying to succeed
any way they can.

anyway—1. in spite of that; nevertheless: Her mom would
know she was telling a white lie, she always knew, but they
played the game anyway. 2. = any way: During this period of
social exploration you may see him trying to get your attention
anyway he can. 3. in any case; no matter what: Well I don’t
know what he said exactly — he didn’t like me anyway.

appear as someone ® appear for someone

appear as someone— (of an actor) come before the public in
any character: The following year he appeared as Hamlet in a
controversial production.

appear for someone —represent smb. as a barrister, etc. in a
law court: Inspector Sammut prosecuted while Roberto Mon-
talto appeared for the accused.

apply oneself to something ® apply to something
apply oneself to something—put all one’s energy into smth.:
If you apply yourself to the job in hand, you'll soon finish it.
apply to something—1. turn to an organization for help, sup-
port, etc.: You must apply to the proper office for permission.
2. (of rules, laws, etc.) affect smth.; be relevant to smth.: These

policies apply only to very large companies.

approve of something ¢ approve something

approve of something—1. be willing to accept or support
smth.: Her father will never approve of her marriage to you.
2. like or admire smth.: The wine was the very same which
they had all approved of the day before.

approve something—formally confirm or sanction smth.: The
minutes of the meeting were read and approved.

apt at doing something ® apt to do something

apt at doing something—able to do smth. efficiently: He is
very apt at picking up a new subject.

apt to do something—having a tendency to do smth.: Babies
who are small at birth are apt to grow faster.

archaic word ¢ archaistic word

archaic word—a word that is no longer in general use but
is still encountered in literature and sometimes used for special
effect: Though sparingly ... he weaves some archaic words
into his own writing.

archaistic word—a word from an earlier time that is no
longer used: The author divided the dialectal vocabulary into
the following strata: archaistic words and contemporary words.

arm in arm © hand in hand

arm in arm—with one’s arm under or around another per-
son’s arm: Sally and Joan were laughing as they walked arm in
arm down the street.

hand in hand—1. holding hands: Molly and her stepmother
wandered about in the gardens hand in hand, like two babes
in the wood. 2. in close association: It provides a unique mix
of a professionally educated workforce working hand-in-hand
with volunteers.

armchair general ® armchair pilot

armchair general—smb. who speaks critically of military
matters, etc. but has no real experience: You've never served
in the military, which confirms my suspicion that you're just
another armchair general.

armchair pilot—a person whose hobby is computer based
flight simulation: Authentically modeled after the F-16 control
column, this controller is intended for the advanced armchair

pilot.

as a man

armed forces ® armored forces

armed forces—the military forces of a country including the
army, navy, air force, etc.: Armenia has followed a policy of
developing its armed forces into a professional, well trained
military.

armored forces—armored fighting vehicles such as tanks:
German armored forces aimed to thrust deep into the enemy
rear to sow confusion and disorganization.

around the bend * around the corner

around the bend— (also: round the bend) 1. about to happen
very soon: Saint Patrick’s day is around the bend and I need
a partner for the jig contest. 2. (coll.) crazy; insane: Mars is
completely around the bend and not the kind of guy youd
want your daughter to go on a date with.

around the corner— (also: round the corner) = around the bend
I: Halloween is just around the corner and candy seems to be
everywhere (and at good prices!).

arrive dead on time ® be dead on arrival

arrive dead on time—arrive exactly at the expected or pre-
arranged time: We arrived dead on time at Cape Town where
we were met by Che in the arrivals hall.

be dead on arrival—be without any chance for success: The
idea of legalizing some drugs is a concept that’s dead on arrival
in many law enforcement circles.

art film ¢ artful film

art film —a film intended to be a serious artistic work, often
experimental and not designed for mass appeal: Because it was
an “art film,” it probably reached the wrong audience.

artful film —a skillful, ingeniously crafted movie: Leni suc-
cumbed to every filmmaker’s dream — an unlimited budget to
make an artful film and not just “a boring newsreel.”

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
arty film— a film characterized by a showy, pretentious display
of artistic skill: As an arty film, it would have been acceptable.
As a major, mainstream release, it was a failure.

art work ® work of art

art work— (also: art-work) a fine painting, piece of sculpture,
etc.: They dreamed of great art-works, lovely compositions,
impassioned song.

work of art—1. = art work I: Whether buying stocks or works
of art he adopted the same technique. 2. (hyperbolic) said of
smth. very skillfully made: His own papers were works of art
on which he labored with loving care.

as a last resort ® in the last resort

as a last resort—as a last means; when everything else has
been tried and failed: The imprisonment of a child should be
used only as a last resort.

in the last resort—ultimately; in the end: He was worried
about his production figures. In the last resort it was the
human factor that counted.

as a man ° like a man

as a man—1. (of a group of people) acting unanimously and
at exactly the same time (also: as one man): They came forward
as a man to welcome their leader. 2. in respect of smb.’s per-
sonal character: The stature he acquired both as a man and a
leader gave added impetus and credibility to the movement.
3. in the manner appropriate to men, as opposed to women:
Mary, still dressed as a man, was soon recruited to Rackham’s
crew.

like @ man—1. in the manner of a brave and honest man: I
think, if you haven’t the guts to act like a man, you ought to
leave this girl alone. 2. in one’s normal condition of mind and
body: I never had anyone in my life before like this family
who make me feel like a man again.



as a matter of fact

as a matter of fact ¢ fact of the matter is, the

as a matter of fact—as it happens; actually: As a matter of
fact, I recently found two small stories that provoked more
thought than the other articles I read.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase as a matter of course— as part of a standard procedure;
as smth. that one expects automatically to happen: Medical in-
surance is provided for students by the Institute as a matter
of course.

Jact of the matter is, the—the essential or important thing is:
The fact of the matter is that she only married me because
Zeeman wouldn’t get a divorce, and she was punishing him.

as a reward for something ® in reward for some-
thing

as a reward for something —is used of smth. given to reward
a person: I receive as a reward for my services a post with
which I am well satisfied.

in reward for something—is used with reference to the reason
for the reward: He was presented with a gold watch in reward
for his services.

as anything ° like anything

as anything— an intensifier used as part of an informal com-
parison: Natasha was one of these people who'’s nice as any-
thing until you don’t do something she says.

like anything—(coll.) do smth. with great energy or enthu-
siasm: He waved to us and we waved back like anything.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase like nothing on earth— (coll.) 1. extremely strange; highly
unusual: You may yet meet with a lumbering native bear, like
nothing on earth so much as a child’s woolly toy. 2. feeling or
looking very ill or miserable: That dreadful period when you're
just coming out of an anesthetic and feeling like nothing on

carth is not the time when you want a visitor.

as big as a barn * as big as all outdoors

as big as a barn—very large: The restaurant is as big as a
barn —and as plain and welcoming as a farmhouse kitchen.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
as big as they come— used of a size not likely to be exceeded: 1f
he did really catch a 20 Ib. salmon, he was lucky; that’s about
as big as they come.

as big as all outdoors—1. very vast and spacious: The store
room is as big as all outdoors. 2. huge; great: Bob likes a chal-
lenge that’s as big as all outdoors.

Note: Neither expression is related in meaning to the phrase
as big as life— (also: as large as life) used of smb. actually present,
especially in a place where a person is not supposed to be: 1
thought Tom had gone to Europe. There he is, as big as life.

as far © so far

as far—(also: this far) to a specified point or place: They
opened more clinics since people couldn’t travel as far for med-
ical care.

so far—1. until now; up to the present time: There has not
so far been any book-length study focused on postmodernism.
2. = as far: It really makes you think about how amazing it is
that you can travel so far in one day.

as far as © so far as

as far as—1. up to a point or place mentioned: We went as
far as the Marble Lodge, a keeper’s cottage, and came back
the same way. 2. to the extent that: As far as I can tell, people
reply according to what their experience and knowledge is and
to the best of their ability.

so far as— = as far as 2: So far as | can remember, I've always
been success-driven and goal-oriented, and all it’s gotten me
is a mediocre job.
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as far as one can see ® as far as the eye can see

as far as one can see—in one’s opinion: Pete wants nothing
serious because as far as he can see we wouldn’t get along be-
cause we argue all the time.

as far as the eye can see—to the very horizon: A panorama
of Lake Michigan and dunes stretching as far as the eye can
see unfolds before you.

as good as © as well as

as good as—practically; almost: He as good as promised me
the job.

as well as—in addition: We will travel by night as well as
by day.

as hell ¢ like hell

as hell— (coll.) extremely; very much (is used to intensify ad-
Jjectives): Nobody believed him of course, and this made him
sore as hell.

like hell—1. (interj.) not at all; on the contrary (is used to
emphatically contradict a statement): “I've quite enjoyed it
here.” “Like hell I have,” she added under her breath. 2. (coll.)
madly; frantically (75 used to intensify verbs): 1 fired when some-
thing came into my sights and then turned like hell as some-
thing fired at me!

as is ® as it is

as is—just the way it is (usually said of goods that may be
slightly damaged, without guarantee, etc.): We bought this
samovar as is from an antique dealer.

as it is—1. = as is: It was actually a demo but the producers
were so impressed with the quality that they took it as it is. 2.
in the actual state of affairs; as the situation is: He might have
been killed; as it is he was severely injured.

as it was ® as it were

as it was—1. just the way it was (usually said of goods that
may be slightly damaged, without guarantee, erc.): The family
bought the estate as it was: ruined, discredited, its buildings
in bad condition. 2. in the actual state of affairs; as the situa-
tion was: If we had been able to find a taxi, we should have
caught the train. As it was we were late.

as it were—in a way; so to speak: He was, as it were, the
missing link between the artist and the commercial public.

as much ¢ as much again

as much—1. is used to express equality with the amount
specified: The Irish Independent also reports that we've never
earned as much. 2. think or say virtually the same thing: That
a plant will be built is not in doubt: the Government has said
as much.

as much again—twice as much: People who sell you goods
earn as much again if they sell you this insurance too.

as of now ® for now

as of now—from this moment: It’s been over a month and
a half and still no word. So, as of now I will never order there
again.

for now—temporarily; for the time being: The status quo
may be good enough for now, but it’s not good enough for
tomorrow.

as one man ® to a man

as one man— (of a group of people) acting unanimously and
at exactly the same time (a/so: as a man): As he uttered these
words, the members of the convention rose as one man to
their feet.

to a man—(also: to the last man) 1. (of a group of people)
every person without exception: The inhabitants, almost to a
man, had left the city. 2. (of combatants) keep fighting until
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none is left alive: The Persian army closed in on them, and
the Spartans died fighting to a man.

as security © for security

as security—1. as a pledge against possible financial loss: It
is not unusual to require one or more partners to pledge their
own property as security for a loan. 2. as a guarantee for the
performance of some action: Three of the leading men were
seized as security. The Mayor paid the sum and the “bonds”
men were released.

for security—in order to ensure safety from possible harm:
For security, the door was chained as well as locked.

as thick as peas in a pod ° like two peas in a pod

as thick as peas in a pod— (also: as thick as peas in a shell) in-
timate or very friendly: He and I are as thick as peas in a pod.
He comes to me with most of his troubles.

like two peas in a pod—very similar; almost exactly alike:
She and Karen are like two peas in a pod — they both sing in
clubs, share the same dirty laugh, smoke the same brand of
cigarettes.

ask another ¢ ask me another

ask another—is used as an expression of boredom or a
protest against a worn-out joke: “I say, Joe, when’s a door not
a door?” “Oh, ask another.”

ask me another—is used to tell that one does not know the
answer: “Are you fond of birds, uncle Nic?” “Ask me another,
Greta!”

ask for someone’s hand ¢ ask someone for a hand

ask for someone’s hand —propose to a woman: I've told him
I have asked for your hand in marriage and that you've rejected
me.

ask someone for a hand—1. ask smb. to help in what one is
doing: Sometimes you feel a bit stupid asking someone for a
hand. 2. ask the audience, etc. for applause: Asking the audi-
ence for a hand for the band he showed his confidence in their
abilities.

ask someone in © ask someone out

ask someone in—invite a person into one’s home, office, etc.:
I sent them my information and they asked me in for an in-
terview.

ask someone out—invite a person out to a disco, restaurant,
etc.: I am just not too sure about how to ask her out.

ask someone to leave ¢ ask someone’s leave

ask someone to leave—1. ask a person to depart from a place:
She said that what she had heard was self-explanatory and
asked him to leave. 2. dismiss smb. from employment: The
company thought it did not look good, so they asked him to
leave. They are very concerned about integrity...

ask someone’s leave— (formal) ask smb.’s permission: When
he offered her freedom to do as she wished, she asked his leave
to join the Order.

ask the question ® put the question

ask the question—1. call to a person for an answer to or about
smth.: I heard your voice tremble as you asked me the ques-
tion. 2. (Horse races) call upon the horse for a special effort: I
asked King Lud the question. He answered in the most gen-
erous manner possible and won.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase beg the question—1. take for granted the very point that
needs to be proved: You're simply begging the question in as-
suming that O’Neill wasn't a racist. 2. used to indicate that the
question really ought to be addressed: This year’s budget deficit
is half a trillion dollars. This begs the question: how are we
going to balance the budget?

at a good price

put the question—ask those present at a meeting, etc. to
record their votes for or against the proposal: I must put the
question to the House, and the House must say “Aye” or “No.”

assimilate something into something ® assimilate
something to something

assimilate something into something—adapt smth. making it
part of a larger group: The costs of assimilating a traffic artery
into an existing urban area are a massive community burden.

assimilate something to something—make smth. like smth.
else: The laws of the defeated country were assimilated to
those of the stronger country.

associate with someone ® be associated with some-
one

associate with someone—spend a lot of time in smb.’s com-
pany (especially if that person is objectionable): Those extra-
moralists refuse to associate with a convict legally pardoned.

be associated with someone—be connected in people’s mind
with smb. (because of common interests, etc.): He was asso-
ciated with, although he never joined, the British environ-
mentalists.

at a birth  at birth  at the birth

at a birth—during a single act of reproduction: Cats some-
times have four or five young at a birth.

at birth—at the time when a baby or an animal is born: No
animal at birth is mature or perfect in intelligence.

at the birth—1. present or attending during the birth:
Josephine did not want her husband at the birth of her own
children. 2. during the emergence of smth.: The UN had been
the indispensable midwife at the birth of their country.

ata clap ® in a clap

at a clap —(dated) with one effort; at once: It was a good
occasion to kill all Caesar’s Enemies at a clap.

in a clap —(dated) in a moment; immediately (also: in a clap
or two): Our Master will be on us all now in a clap.

at a distance ® in the distance

at a distance—1. not too near: This is where you get truly
wonderful views of the Acropolis — seeing it at a distance, the
Parthenon grows more impressive. 2. a long way away from
smth. in time: Remembering this disaster at a distance, I now
feel sure that it was not her fault.

in the distance—far away: A sliver of an island appeared in
the distance. The plane made a wide turn and continued its
slow descent.

at a draft ® on draft

at a drafi— drink all of smth. during one continuous action
of swallowing: He drank half a pint of beer at a draft.

on draft— (usually of beer) served from a barrel and not sold
in bottles: We had no beer on draft and a handful of bottled

beers.

at a glance * at first glance

at a glance— notice smth. immediately without having to
look carefully: When I warm up for a road race I can usually
tell at a glance the newcomers to the sport.

at first glance — (also: at first sight) when first seen or consid-
ered: This arrangement pleases at first glance, but soon fatigues
the eye by its uniformity.

at a good price ® at a goodly price

at a good price—1. sell at a fairly high price: It’s wise to look
far ahead in order to use the market to your advantage and
sell at a good price. 2. buy at a very low price (also: at a great
price): He lends people hospital beds, which he happened to

get at a good price.



at a heat

at a goodly price—1. buy at a fairly high price: He purchased
the fabric at a goodly price, which drove up the cost on the
finished product. 2. = a# a good price 1: The Venus, being a
rare and beautiful example of Roman sculpture, might well

be sold at a goodly price.

at a heat © in heat

at a heat— (coll.) at a single intense effort or action: The
new articles having been “thrown off at a heat,” stood partic-
ularly in want of re-revision.

in heat— (of animals) in the state of sexual excitement during
the breeding season (a/so: on heat): “I'm no bitch in heat,” she
said between tight teeth, “take your paws off me.”

See also: at a white heat / in a dead beat.

at a moment ® at the moment

at a moment—at one point in time (out of many): He looked
up from the desk, caught her at a moment when, against her
will, tears had filled her eyes.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase in a moment—1. in a very short time: The maids are
busy preparing your room but they will be done in a moment.
2. = at a moment: He forced the responsibility of two lives
upon me, and, in a moment of indecision, I failed them.

at the moment—1. at present; just now: There are twenty
residents in a converted private house, and at the moment
many of them share a room. 2. at a specific point in time:
That gentleman was really ruined, and that at the moment
when he was about to attain his end.

at a price ® at the price

at a price—1. bought or sold at a high cost; very expensive:
There’s fresh asparagus in the shops —at a price! 2. at the cost
of much effort and sacrifice: Such is his grip on the market,
though it is one obtained at a price.

at the price—1. at the cost indicated: Other wines difficult
to beat at the price include three good dry whites from Hun-
gary. 2. at the expense of smth.: The issue will be whether the
government will introduce the harsh measures at the price of
its own popularity.

at a push ° at one push
at a push— (coll.) if compelled by need or circumstances:
We can sleep seven or eight people in the house at a push.
at one push—with one act of pushing: Do not press the
shutter at one push, or otherwise the photograph may be
blurred.

at a run ® on the run

at a run— moving at a running pace: Suddenly, there he
was, at a run, hurrying my son to unpack the rifle and climb
the mountain with him.

on the run— (predic.)—1. running: Although I am perfectly
still, I find myself taking quick short breaths, as if I too am
on the run. 2. (also: on the trot) busy moving from one task to
another: It was vacation, and I shouldn’t feel bad if I am not
on the run every minute of the day. 3. (also: on the trot) run-
ning away from prison, the police, etc.: He went to meet a
Franc- Tireur who was on the run after killing several Germans.
4. (of troops) retreating; severely defeated: They all believed
that this first success should be fully exploited while the enemy
was on the run.

at a stretch ¢ on the stretch

at a stretch—1. continuously; without interruption: It was
impossible to work for more than an hour or so at a stretch.
2. by making a special effort; by stretching one’s resources:
We have provided food for fifty people, but we might be able

to make it do for sixty at a stretch.
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on the stretch—1. tightened and extended: By the inspiratory
effort the elastic tissue of the lungs is put on the stretch. 2. =
at a stretch I: Though several cars remained stranded for hours
on the stretch, the situation was brought under control. 3.
(coll.) using exaggerated statements: He’s always on the
stretch.... He never tells the truth except by mistake. 4. (of
nerves) in the state of tension: The insects whirred and buzzed
and the noise kept Harry’s nerves on the stretch. 5. (also: ar
full stretch) working as hard as possible: Me and my stoker
were on the stretch all the time attending to the engine.

at a stroke © at the stroke

at a stroke—suddenly and with a single action or effort:
Some companies were in trouble because Mr. Heath changed
strategy at a stroke.

at the stroke—at exactly the time stated or agreed upon: We
agreed to meet for lunch, and he arrived at the stroke.

at a time ® at one time

at a time—1. simultaneously: We present items, three at a
time, and ask informants to pick the one that is most different
from the other two. 2. is used of a particular period of time:
She grew up in the capital at a time when its artistic life was
at its most brilliant.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at times— now and then: Our work is cut out for us,
even though it can be heartbreaking at times.

at one time—1. = at a time 1: Lets start the dance again, all
at one time. 2. at some time in the past: At one time most
school teachers were men.

at a walk ® in a walk

at a walk—at the ordinary gait: He watched her as she went
past at a walk.

in a walk— (coll.) 1. quickly and without much thought: If
you bother me too much, I’ll leave you in a walk! 2. easily and
without effort: Sunday is election day, and Viktor Yushenko
is expected to win in a walk.

at a white heat ¢ in a dead heat

at a white heat—in a state of intense or extreme emotion: I
saw him once while at a white heat of vexation in the library
of the White House.

in a dead heat—(of a race, etc.) finishing at practically the
same time: The horses came to the finish in a dead heat, and,
without a photograph, the results were too close to call.

See also: at a heat / in heat.

at a word ® in a word

at a word—following the word of command: At a word
from the guard they all splashed into the water and washed
their faces thoroughly.

in a word— (introductory or parenthetical) briefly; in short:
Another morning came, but no wife. In a word, she was never
heard of more.

at all events ® in any event

at all events—anyhows; at any rate: Our landlady may be a
bad cook, but at all events she does her best.

in any event—whatever may happen: I hope to go tomorrow;
in any event I shall go before Saturday.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
in either event— no matter which of two possibilities happens:
You will be notified on the phone or via e-mail. In either
event, we will not charge your credit card for a product until
it is shipped to you.

at all hours ® at any hour
at all hours—continuously, especially at unusual or irregular
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times: His songs are heard everywhere in the country and at
all hours. Cf: until all hours — (also: until all hours of the night)
until very late ar night: 1 lived the crazy life of a student—
studying until all hours, living in front of my computer, all
that.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at all times—on all occasions; always: The accessibility
of Italy upon this side was at all times a matter of anxiety to
her rulers.

at any hour—at any time; whenever one chooses: The
knowledge that he might at any hour be called upon stimu-
lated his studies of his duties.

See also: at any one time / at any time.

at an end © at the end

at an end—1. said of smth. used up or exhausted: I must
warn you that my patience is almost at an end. 2. be finished;
be over: When a checkmate is obtained, the game is at an end.

at the end—1. in the last part of smth.: I think the film’s a
bit weak at the end. 2. in the farthest part of smth.: The tube
is very short and closed at the end.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
in the end—1. finally; ultimately: Three months were spent in
the drafting of a document which in the end was rejected. 2.
taking one thing with another; as things turn out: In the end,
boys and girls don’t communicate the same way.

at any cost ® at any price

at any cost—regardless of how much effort or sacrifice is
needed: In plain English, it is murder, and it must be stopped
at any cost.

at any price—1. = at any cost: Peace at any price will not be
a long peace. There will be more price to pay, over and over
again. 2. (negat.) is used to state that under no circumstances
will one accept or do smth.: 'm going to leave you. I can’t
stand my father-in-law at any price.

at any one time ® at any time

at any one time—on each separate occasion: These were
what were known as “bottle shops,” and could not sell less
than a bottle of spirits at any one time.

at any time—1. at any given moment: The navigational sys-
tem enabled our bombers to know exactly where they were at
any time en route to Germany. 2. at a time which may be very
soon: We may need the trucks at any time. I'll phone if I want
you to roll them. 3. at any time one chooses: Anyone is wel-
come to join in at any time during the day. 4. no matter when;
whenever: If at any time you have questions, please feel free
to call.

See also: at all hours / at any hour.

at arm’s length ¢ close at hand

at arm’s length—1. as far away from one as one can reach
with the arm: The curtains fell together as the girl and the
man stood at arm’s length from one another. 2. away from
close contact or familiarity: Deep inside she does have a bit of
affection for him, but their rivalry has her keeping him at
arm’s length.

close at hand—1. near enough; in close proximity: The
monks were always mindful to establish themselves where
there was water close at hand. 2. on close inspection: He was
found, close at hand, to be no mean acrid man; but at heart
a healthful, strong, sagacious man. 3. (of an event, etc.) coming
on shortly: This was the moment at which the fortunes of
Montague reached the meridian. The decline was close at

hand.

at best ® at one’s best
at best— (introductory or parenthetical) even under the most
favorable conditions: He can only tie the score, at best.

at full strength

at one’s best— (predic.) said of smb. in the best state or con-
dition: Although he was not at his best, he won the match.

at call » within call

at call—(also: on call) 1. (of a doctor, etc.) available if re-
quired: She served as president, then ... twenty years as treas-
urer, always at call, and handling the money carefully. 2. (of
money, etc.) available on demand: As a first step, I secured my
vast property, so that the income would be certain, and always
at call.

within call—near enough to be summoned by calling: Ross
was still away on duty, and there was nobody except the native
servants within call.

at command ¢ in command ® on command

at command—said of smth. at one’s disposal (and ready to
be used): A constant supply of hot water is at command over
the whole house.

in command—1. having the authority to command: Like all
those who are seldom in command, the master was propor-
tionally tyrannical and abusive. 2. having control over a situ-
ation: He was looking more relaxed and in command than
ever before.

on command—at the order given: On command the mother
ship would have oriented itself and determined when to launch
its subsatellites.

at danger © in danger

at danger — (of a signal on a railway line, etc.): in the position
giving a warning of danger: A signal is said to be “on,” when
it is at danger.

in danger—at risk: The euphoria which accompanies alti-
tude sickness robs the pilot of the opportunity of recognizing
that he is in danger.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase on the danger list—(of a patient in the hospital) dan-
gerously ill: Five patients on the danger list were slightly better,
the hospital said.

at dusk © in the dusk

at dusk—at the time when the twilight is setting in: The
cathedral is closed to the public at dusk each day.

in the dusk—surrounded by the dusk; while it is dusk: One

cannot see very far in the dusk.

at first © first of all

at first—in the beginning; originally: At first I disliked
spinach, but now I quite love it.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase from the first— from the start: Although he found En-
glish difficult he liked it from the first.

forst of all—before anything else: First of all, we need to de-
cide who to invite.

at full length  at great length

at full length—1. with the body stretched out and flat: He
never walked again, but was drawn about lying at full length
in a sort of bed-carriage. 2. describing smth. thoroughly and
in detail: The purism of modern times would not allow me to
give this story at full length.

at great length— = at full length 2: He went on at great
length about his favorite hobby.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase at length—1. = at great length: He dwelt at length
on the considerable opposition to the entry of Britain into the
Common Market. 2. after a long time or pause: At length he
spoke again, softly, as if he was debating with himself.

at full strength ° in full strength

at full strength—1. working or performing at maximum ca-
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pacity: Four refineries that were shut down are now operating
at full strength. 2. (of @ group of people) with all its members
present: Although none of our teams were at full strength they
all put in spirited performances.

in full strength— (also: in full force) = at full strength 2: The
ladies were in full strength ... each of them bringing a dish
prepared by themselves.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
with all one’s strength— using as much physical effort as one
can: He looped the rope over the branch and pulled with all

his strength.

at full time ¢ in the fullness of time

at full time—reaching the normal mass or dimension: At
full time the fetus weighs from six and one-half to eight
pounds.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase full time—1. the regular number of hours allotted to daily
or weekly work: All the factories we visited were running full
time. 2. (also: high time) time when smth. should be done at
once: The vessel is going to pieces, and it is full time for all
who can, to leave her.

in the fullness of time—at the proper or destined time: In
the fullness of time, your children and your in-laws become
friends.

at hand ¢ in hand
at hand— (also: on hand) within easy reach; close by: Keep
a good dictionary at hand as you write. Proofread carefully.
in hand—1. said of smth. being dealt with: If you apply
yourself to the job in hand, you’ll soon finish it. 2. (also: on
hand) in one’s possession: Sometimes it is a better idea to bor-
row money than to wait until you have the money in hand.

at hazard ° on the hazard

at hazard—1. at random; without plan: The following ex-
amples were selected at hazard. 2. at stake; in danger: Their
worldly interests were at hazard.

on the hazard— = at hazard 2: Messala’s whole fortune was
on the hazard.

at high pressure ® under high pressure

at high pressure—1. (of matter) when strongly pressed: Steam
and oxygen at high pressure are introduced at the lower end
of the gasifier. 2. acting with great energy and speed: As for
Robert, he, of course, was living at high pressure all round.

under high pressure—1. = at high pressure I: The new material
loses its resistance only under high pressure. 2. when strongly
persuaded or compelled: Working under high pressure for sus-

tained periods results in stress.

at home ® on home ground

at home— (predic.) very competent in smth. (with the im-
plication that it makes a person feel confident and relaxed):
Melanie is equally at home singing oratorio, jazz or performing
in musical theater.

on home ground—1. in the area where one works or lives: It
was nice to renew acquaintances of students I've taught and
to meet them on “home ground.” 2. = a# home: Godber is on
home ground, writing with cold-eyed affection about the
Yorkshire mining communities.

at home in something ¢ at home with something

at home in something—very competent in a particular sub-
ject (with the implication that it makes a person feel confident
and relaxed): Richard was at home in mathematics and physics
as well as Greek.

at home with something—feeling easy and confident about
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using smth.: From the day we arrived he was completely at
home with the camera.

at home to someone ® at home with someone

at home to someone—prepared and willing to receive visitors:
Mrs. Hill is not at home to anyone except relatives.

at home with someone—1. on friendly terms with smb.: She
described his charm as “magnetic” and said “he was at home
with everybody.” 2. feeling comfortable in a person’s company:
His genial manner made me feel quite at home with him.

at interest ® with interest

at interest— (of money) borrowed or lent on the condition that
interest is to be paid: The sum was placed in a bank at interest
and not to be drawn before a set maturity date.

with interest—1. (of money) paid with interest included: The
company will return your original investment to you with in-
terest. 2. return or repay with increase or addition: The boys
make monkey faces at me and I return the compliment with
interest.
at it ® in it

at it—1. hard at work exerting oneself: He never gives him-
self any rest; he’s always at it. 2. doing smth., especially repeat-
edly, of which the speaker disapproves: Those children lighting
fires in the park. So they are at it again, are they? 3. arguing
or quarrelling, especially when this happens repeatedly: There
they are at it now, with their caterwauling, squealing, all to-
gether. 4. (euph., sl.) indulging in sexual intercourse: The cou-
ple next door have been at it all night.

in it—taking part in an activity; engaged in smth.: There
is no money in boxing. Those of us who started it many years
ago are really not in it for the money.

at large © in large

at large—1. not in confinement or captivity: The suspect
was not found, and was still at large, police said. 2. unemployed;
without an occupation: Are you at large or have you any other
occupation? 3. is used of people in general: Did the people at
large approve of the government’s policy? 4. without definite
aim; at random: A single stroke well aimed returns a better
result than a score which are delivered at large. 5. at great length;
in detail: My mother and I talked at large on the subject.

in large— (also: in the large) as a whole: Are they pledging
allegiance to a piece of cloth rather than their family and
neighbors: their community in small and in large?

at last © at the last

at last—after much waiting or delay: It is an uplifting
thought that truth is to be told at last.

at the last—during the final period: Ah, but you never saw
him at the last. He was not at all what he used to be.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase at the last minute— at the last possible moment: The
plane took a nose dive. The pilot was able to bring it out at
the last minute...

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
at the latest— used of smth. that must happen at or before a par-
ticular time: Changes will become necessary by the autumn at
the latest.

at need © in need

at need—in time of need: They had the support of older
men whose experience could be called upon at need.

in need—requiring help: Many elderly people who are in
need fail to apply for a supplementary allowance.

at no time ® in no time
at no time—on no occasion; never: This organization has
at no time been an official subdivision of the Labor Party.
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in no time—very soon: Our lessons by professional instruc-
tors will have you phobia-free and swimming in no time.

at noon ® in the afternoon

at noon—in the middle of the day; at twelve oclock: The
committee will meet at noon on the third Monday of each
month.

in the afternoon—in the period between mid-day and eve-
ning: The morning will be set aside for committees to meet
and the full group will meet in the afternoon.

at one ® in one

at one—in agreement: Here is an inner core of Evangelism
in which all true believers are at one.

in one—combined; together: He is President, Chairman
and Secretary in one.

at one time and another © at one time or another

at one time and another—from time to time; occasionally:
He wanted the robust exchange of love and passion such as he
had had with her at one time and another.

at one time or another—1. = at one time and another: Most
people suffer from headaches at one time or another. 2. one
day; sooner or later: God has told the prophets that these
events will happen at one time or another.

at one’s back © on one’s back

at one’s back—1. said of smb. pursuing or chasing a person:
He hopped on the bike and tore out of the lot, as though the
hounds of hell were at his back. 2. said of smb. giving support
or protection to a person: He has the head of the Department
at his back.

on one’s back—1. said of smb. causing trouble to a person:
He wants to know who’s going to be Sheriff. That’s the person
who’s going to be on his back. 2. said of smb. being a burden
to a person (causing expense, etc.): We're the backbone of the
country, but you see, Bob, there’s too many people on our
backs.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase on one’s shoulders— being smb. s responsibility: Td like
to get the decision made as early as possible because I don’t
want to have it on my shoulders for the whole season.

at one’s command © under one’s command

at one’s command—1. at smb.’s word or phrase by which an
order is given: He presented, at her command, a rose that he
gathered. 2. ready to be used; at one’s disposal: Never was his
inventive force more flexible and more at his command.

under one’s command—under smb.’s charge or control: The
editorial policy of the Daily Mail was under his total com-
mand.

at one’s fingertips ® to one’s fingertips

at one’s fingertips — (of facts, information, etc.) readily avail-
able thanks to thorough knowledge (a/so: at one’s finger-ends):
Thanks to an excellent filing system, he has all the figures at
his fingertips.

to one’s fingertips— (also: to one’s finger-ends) completely;
thoroughly: Frank was a gentleman to his fingertips. He was

always good to meet and has a word for one and all.

at one’s risk © at risk

at one’s risk—accepting responsibility; agreeing to make no
claims: The consumer shall, at his risk, install and retain con-
trol over the equipment.

at risk—exposed to danger; subject to hazard: The initiative
aims at developing techniques for identifying individuals at
risk for heart attacks.

at sight

at one’s time of life ¢ in one’s lifetime

at one’s time of life—at one’s age (especially middle age): If
I can’t bear a bit of pain at my time of life 'm no sports-
woman.

in one’s lifetime—for the duration of one’s life; while a per-
son is alive: In my lifetime, four things have happened to rev-
olutionize farming.

at one’s worst ® at the worst

at one’s worst—said of smb. in the worst or most undesirable
state: Glennie was at her worst: still unchanged, wearing her
dirty forenoon wrapper.

at the worst—in the worst possible case: If a man played
long enough he was sure to win at last, or at the worst, not to
come off a loser.

at play ® in play

at play—1. playing games: It’s a bit like watching children
at play, creating an imaginative world that they believe in com-
pletely. 2. engaged in gambling (playing cards, etc.): This gen-
tleman has been at play at that there gaming-house over the
way.

in play—1. said of smth. done for amusement and not in-
tended to be taken seriously: Don’t be offended; I only said it
in play. 2. said of factors actively involved or having influence:
Mighty forces are in play in the present round of negotiations.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase in full play—in full action or operation; acting with full
force: A desperate fight was going on ... the rebel batteries
were in full play.

at present ® in the present

at present—right now; at this time (of @ situation that might
be temporary): John lives in London, but at present he is on
holiday abroad.

in the present—said of a period of time we are living in: She
thinks the world has always been the way it is now, in the
present. She probably thinks that George Washington com-
municated with Thomas Jefferson by email.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase for the present— for the time being; for now: We have
enough butter for the present, though we may have to buy

some more next week.

at quiet ® on the quiet

at quiet—at peace; in a state of calm or repose: The lives of
the poor people arrested were saved, and the country remained
at quiet.

on the quiet—said of smth. done privately or in secret: If
you are engaged and have got married on the quiet then there

is nothing to be ashamed of.

at short hand ¢ in short hand

at short hand— in the short term; quickly: The demo failed
because the problem could not be solved at short-hand.

in short hand—using a quick way of writing which utilizes
signs instead of words: He had attended all the lectures taking
them down in short-hand.

at sight ® in sight

at sight— (also: on sight) 1. shoot a person immediately on see-
ing him: Had we shot Jodl at sight, that piece of evidence
would never have been obtained. 2. reading music without
previous study: That pianist can read the most difficult music
atsight. 3. (of bank drafts, etc.) to be paid on presentation: I'll
give you a check at sight on the Pennsylvanian Bank.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at first sight— (also: at first glance) when first seen or con-
sidered, often with the implication that one’s first impression is
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probably wrong: At first sight, it would seem they have a point.
However, this reasoning is a bit short sighted.

in sight—1. within view: The small jet began to lose height,
and soon airport buildings, a runway, and taxi strips were in
sight. 2. in one’s mental or spiritual vision: His sagacious mind
immediately recognized and caught on to the only plan of sal-
vation in sight. 3. said of smth. likely to happen soon: That
such a development is not now in sight does not offer conclu-
sive proof of technical infeasibility.

at the back of something ® on the back of some-
thing
at the back of something—1. behind smth.: At the back of

_24 —

2. attending the conference: The gays at the conference were
all people who had “come out”— that is, openly declared
themselves to be homosexual.

in conference—busy at a meeting to discuss smth. or ex-
change views: He went to see the managing editor, but Percy
was in conference with the publisher.

at the cutting edge of something ¢ on the knife-
edge of something

at the cutting edge of something — (also: on the cutting edge of
something) involved in the most advanced developments in a
particular field: It is unrealistic to expect to be at the cutting
edge of the fashion industry for anything longer than fifteen

the house there was a large garden. 2. in the part which is far-
thest from the front: a room at the back of the house; a door
at the back of a building. 3. responsible for smth., especially
smth. bad: Mr. Tillotson is at the back of the plan to demolish
those fine old buildings.

on the back of something—1. on the reverse side of smth.:
On the back of the letter was a diagram. 2. in addition to
smth.; immediately following smth. (usually of an unfortunate
event): The child had the measles, and then on the back of

that came the scarlet fever.

at the beginning © to begin with

at the beginning— (also: in the beginning) initially; at first:
At the begining, he was simply darling to me. Lately, he is
distant and not very responsive.

to begin with—(also: to start with) 1. most importantly:
There were other considerations that made Dudley unsuitable.
To begin with he was already married.... 2. = at the beginning:
To begin with he was against the Turks, later he suddenly
changed policy and joined them for a short period.

at the bottom of something ® in the bottom of
something

at the bottom of something—1. in the lowest part outside
smth.: I stood there at the bottom of the steps. 2. in the part
farthest from the front: The poor relations were seated at the
bottom of the long table. 3. being the real cause of smth. un-
desirable: Greed lies at the bottom of our ecological predica-
ment.

in the bottom of something—in the lowest part inside smth.:
The fish we had caught were flopping about in the bottom of
the boat.

at the bottom of the bag ¢ at the bottom of the
barrel

at the bottom of the bag— (also: in the bottom of the bag) re-
maining as a last resource or possibility: If there’s one small
favour left at the bottom of the bag, clean-slate my bank ac-
count and credit history please.

at the bottom of the barrel— (also: in the bottom of the barrel)
among the worst or the least desirable elements of a group:
Corporations that don’t have time to deal with these issues
will find themselves at the bottom of the barrel.

at the conclusion ® in conclusion

at the conclusion—at the finish of an event or activity: At
the conclusion they remarked that it was a useful exercise and
perhaps should happen more often.

in conclusion—1. finally; in the end: He changed sides so
often, that in conclusion no side trusted him. 2. to sum up:
In conclusion, everybody has his own ways of expressing emo-
tions. In any case we should not let our rage out.

at the conference ® in conference
at the conference—1. in the course of the conference: A good
deal of discussion at the conference has been about pluralism.

years.

on the knife-edge of something— (also: on the razor’s edge of
something) on the brink of smth. bad or dangerous: The ex-
pansion of trade hasn’t closed the gap between those who live
on the cutting edge of the global economy and the billions
who live on the knife-edge of survival.

at the depth of something ® in the depth of some-
thing

at the depth of something—at a specified distance from the
top down: At the depth of 180 feet, at what was called the
third gallery, the width of ore was, as I have said, 45 feet.

in the depth of something—1. in the deepest or most central
part of smth.: In the depth of the valley, there is a lochan (the
diminutive of loch) of superlative beauty. 2. in the middle of
the winter or night (when the cold or darkness is most intense):
In the depth of winter it is quite enough to fire up twice in
the twenty-four hours.

at the end of something * in the end of something

at the end of something—1. in the farthest or last part of
smth.: The player tries to catch with his teeth a cherry sus-
pended at the end of a string. 2. at the finish of an event or
activity: The audience gave him a big hand at the end of the
performance. 3. at the conclusion of a period: The fully an-
glicized spelling genteel came in at the end of the 17th century.

in the end of something—1. = at the end of something I: 1 ad-
justed the knot in the end of the rope to be as a small as pos-
sible and as close to the end of the rope as possible. 2. = ar the
end of something 3: The latter pronunciation appears to have
been the only one in common use in the end of the 18th cen-
tury.

at the end of the day ° late in the day

at the end of the day— (coll.) after one has considered all the
relevant facts: The question at the end of the day is whether
the house is actually worth that amount.

late in the day—1. said of an action taken somewhat late
and consequently not fully effective: It’s a little late in the day
to start talking about policy changes. 2. eventually; at almost
the last possible time: It was the pensioners’ vote late in the
day which influenced the election of Mr. Simmons.

at the feet of someone * at the foot of something

at the feet of someone—on the floor in front of a person, es-
pecially to show homage: One of the lay-followers threw her
a cloak and ... she prostrated at the feet of the Buddha.

at the foot of something—at the bottom of hills and moun-
tains: The city stretches out at the foot of the mountain, low
houses dwarfed by the immensity of the snowcapped peak.

at the front ® on the front

at the front—1. (also: in front) in the position nearest to the
front part of smth.: A loudspeaker system is a box with a grille
at the front through which the sound comes. 2. fighting as a
member of the armed forces in a war: Women must keep the
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home industries going for the boys who were fighting at the
front.

on the front—1. on the foremost or most important side of
smth.: The label on the front of the packet lists the actual net
weight. 2. = at the front 2. While the Austrian troops were
falling back in collapse, German formations on the front re-
treated with discipline.

at the heart of something ¢ in the heart of some-
thing

at the heart of something—at the basis of smth.: The two-
stage module is at the heart of the plans to land two men on
the moon.

in the heart of something—in the central part of smth.: The
Verbas, another Bosnian river, rises in the heart of the coun-
try.

at the least © in the least

at the least— (also: at least) 1. at all events; anyway: The
process looks rather laborious but at the least it is not danger-
ous. 2. not less than: At the least a dozen ideas were considered
and rejected.

in the least—(negar.) to the smallest degree: So long as the
noise is satisfactory the musical quality does not trouble him
in the least.

at the market © in the market ® on the market

at the market—]1. offered for sale: The fact that the wheat
from the new crops appeared at the market, allowed to bring
down its deficit. 2. (Stock Exchange) at the current market
price: I never buy at the market. My orders are always a point
or two under the market price.

in the market—1. = at the market I: A substance from New
York has lately made its appearance in the market under the
name of butterine. 2. (for) trying to obtain smth. specified:
Not everybody watching the advertisement is in the market
for our products.

on the market— = at the market I: This vaccine won't be on
the market for another six months.

at the maximum ¢ to the maximum
at the maximum —is used of the largest possible quantity:
The regiment represents around 500 men at the maximum.
to the maximum —to the greatest degree possible: We must
exploit tactical surprise to the maximum.

at the minimum ° to the minimum

at the minimum —1. at least the amount or number specified:
They could accommodate 100 booths, 50 at the minimum.
2. at the very least: At the minimum we would be under pres-
sure to reveal the names.

to the minimum —to the smallest degree possible: Delay in
the hearing of cases should be reduced to the minimum.

at the outside ® on the outside

at the outside—as the highest possible figure: This woman
is young, I suppose at the outside not thirty.

on the outside—1. on the outer surface: Make sure the con-
tents are clearly labeled on the outside. 2. (s/.) out of prison:
The funny thing is — on the outside, I was an honest man. I
had to come to prison to be a crook.

at the ready ° in readiness

at the ready— (of a weapon) in readiness for immediate use:
He stalked along, one hand swinging free, the other with his
machete held at the ready.

in readiness—1. in a ready or prepared state: Stacks of “no
parking” cones were dotted in readiness round the village.
2. ready or prepared to do smth.: The admiral gave orders for
the troops to be in readiness to land.

at the time of something

at the rise ® on the rise

at the rise— at the start of smth.; at an early stage in smth.:
The book portrays American cities at the rise of industrialism.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase at rise—(Theater) when the rising curtain discloses a
scene: At rise we see an interview room with a desk and simple
furnishings.

on the rise—1. on the increase: The stealing of intellectual
property is on the rise. 2. (of prices) going up: Now, with an
improving economy, gas prices are on the rise.

at the same time * in the same time

at the same time—1. in addition; as well: The method re-
duced the cost of processing information and at the same time
accelerated the speed of producing data. 2. at the same mo-
ment; simultaneously: The same stock may be quoted at the
same time in the exchange markets of distant places. 3. nev-
ertheless (75 used to express reservation): That's all fine and well,
but at the same time it seems increasingly unlikely that we
will achieve these goals.

in the same time—taking the same amount of time: This
explains why a planet travels from point A to point B in the
same time that it takes to cover the much shorter span between

Cand D.

at the side of someone ® on the side of someone

at the side of someone — (coll.) compared with another person:
She is quite clever at the side of other girls.

on the side of someone—giving support to smb. in a conflict,
etc.: Despite Callas’ harsh nature, she was always on the side
of her students.

at the side of something ® on the side of some-
thing

at the side of something—situated or placed beside smth.:
He fancied he heard the tramp of a troop of horse at the side
of the wood.

on the side of something—1. = at the side of something: As 1
was driving I passed the car on the side of the road again. This
time the lights were not on. 2. on the side surface of smth.:
The Stock Exchange waiter strikes three strokes with a mallet
on the side of a rostrum before making formal declaration. 3.
supporting smth.; in favor of smth.: Normally, and as a whole,
human law is on the side of divine order.

at the sight of someone © in the sight of someone

at the sight of someone—on seeing a person: Does running
away at the sight of the police give officers reason enough to
stop and search you on the street?

in the sight of someone—1. near enough to be seen by a per-
son: He was brutally killed in the sight of the townspeople. 2.
in a person’s opinion; as regarded by smb.: In the sight of the
world, they were a happily married couple.

at the start ® to start with

at the start— (also: at the beginning) initially; at first: At the
start he was merely an incompetent abroad, but being a man
of intelligence he adapted quickly.

to start with— (also: to begin with) 1. as a first consideration;
most importantly: Kurosawa’s tale wasn’t all that original to
start with — it was lifted from Hammet’s Red Harvest. 2. = a¢
the start: To start with, she was both advising customers and
working on the counter but she quickly progressed to concen-
trate on providing advice.

at the time of something ¢ in the time of some-
thing

at the time of something—at the particular point of time: I
was in India at the time of my father’s death.



at the top of the heap

in the time of something— (also: in the times of something)
during the period associated with smth.: The payment of an-
nates had originated in the time of the crusades.

at the top of the heap * on top of the world

at the top of the heap —(also: at the top of the tree) 1. as high
as possible in one’s career or profession: Regardless of who is
at the top of the heap in our government we are still the most
diverse nation. 2. of the highest rank within a group of items:
At the top of the heap are private colleges and universities such
as Yale, Williams and Harvard which are world renowned.

on top of the world—extremely happy: I was on top of the
world and it seemed like just the beginning of a long and glo-
rious career.

at the top of the tree ® up a tree

at the top of the tree—(also: at the top of the heap) 1. as high
as possible in one’s career or profession: You're asking us to
believe that a man right at the top of his particular tree, is
going to commit forgery. 2. of the highest rank within a group
of items: You may be selling products on behalf of another
company, or you might be the company at the top of the
tree...

up a tree—1. (coll.) in trouble or difficulty (also: up a gum-
tree): The news that no hotel accommodations were obtainable
left me rather up a tree. 2. (5/.) alcohol intoxicated: Only two
glasses of booze and he was up a tree for sure.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase up the pole—(51.) 1. (UK) confused or muddled: The
Pope told Galileo that he was up the pole for pretending the
world was round. 2. (Irish) pregnant: “Is she up the pole?”
“Better ask Seymour that.”

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
out of one’s tree— (s.) crazy; lacking common sense: 1 do believe
that Bill was out of his tree when he made this decision.

at the trail ® on the trail

at the trail—(Military) carrying a rifle in the right hand,
the arm at full length, and the gun horizontal: The volunteers
are in step, rifles are carried uniformly horizontal at the “trail.”

on the trail—1. following a path in a wild or uninhabited
region: In discrete valleys were a few cabins, and they stayed
in them or siwashed (camped on the trail). 2. following traces
or tracks in hunting: Jacob’s dog leads them into the woods
on the trail of a fox, and there they come upon the wreckage
of a small plane. 3. following smb.; in pursuit of a person:
The police are on the trail of a group of Satanists, believed to
have caused a young man’s death.

at the utmost © to the utmost

at the utmost— (also: at the most) not more than the number
or amount specified: The administration has promised to
spend one billion dollars at the utmost on the operation.

to the utmost—to the highest possible degree: The land and
the sea were exploited to the utmost for the islanders’ subsis-
tence.

at the view of someone ® in the view of someone

at the view of someone— at the sight of smb.; on seeing a
person: He tried not to laugh out loud at the view of his son
dressed like 2 woman.

in the view of someone—1. near enough to be seen by smb.:
She stood in the view of everybody and uttered that strange
prediction. 2. in the opinion of a person: In the view of the
magistrate, the offence was not a serious one.

at the view of something ¢ with the view of some-
thing

at the view of something—at the sight of smth.; on seeing
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smth.: As you step into the courtyard you are amazed at the
view of the trees, grass and flowers.

with the view of something—for the purpose of doing smth.:
He commenced a tour of the continent, with the view of ac-
quiring a knowledge of European life.

See also: in view of something / on view of something.

at this minute ¢ this minute

at this minute— (also: ar the minute) at present; just now:
She’s feeding the baby at this minute.

this minute—at once; immediately: You don’t have to make
a decision this minute.

at this time © this time

at this time—at present; now: A local man is under suspicion
but there isn’t enough evidence to justify an arrest at this time.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
at this time of day— in present circumstances; when things have
reached the stage they now have: It's no good changing our
minds at this time of day; we ought to have done that before.

this time—on this occasion: With the new scroll placed on
the bulletin board, all may see who made the honor roll this
time.

at work ® in work

at work—1. at one’s place of employment: He’s at work now,
but he’ll be back at six. 2. engaged in a particular activity:
The poor woman was still hard at work at an ironing-table.
3. having a particular influence or effect: The same disastrous
processes are at work in the whole of this area.

in work—1. having employment: He has been out of work
for a year. He'll be glad to be in regular work again. 2. in
process of preparation or completion: The company has three
films in work right now. 3. (of @ horse) in training: I had two
horses in work during November and December.

Note: a) The expression does not fully correlate in meaning
with the phrase in the works— = in work 2: A plan of reor-
ganization is reported to be now in the works.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
in labor— experiencing the pains and efforss of childbirth: Vane
had been in labor for eight hours before her twin daughters
were finally born.

attach oneself to someone ° attach to someone
attach oneself to someone—associate with a person; become
smb.’s constant companion: Fred seems to have attached him-
self to a much older woman.
attach to someone— (of blame, fault, etc.) become fixed onto
a person: A lot of guilt attaches to Henry for his part in the plot.

attached home ¢ semi-detached house

attached home—(U.S.) a house attached to another house
on the other side of the shared wall: One son lives in an at-
tached home adjacent to our home.

semi-detached house—(UK) = attached home: What are peo-
ple’s experiences of having a piano in a semi-detached house?
Does it depend on how thin the walls are?

attempt at something ® attempt on something

attempt at something—an effort to do smth.: This publica-
tion is the first attempt at a representation of our knowledge
about vitamins and avitaminoses.

attempt on something—1. an act of trying to accomplish
smth. difficult: When he makes his next attempt on the world’s
record, he will be using a “jet-propelled” speed-boat. 2. (in
the phrase “attempt on someone’s life”) an act of trying to kill
smb. (usually of an unseccessful attack or assault): Musharraf
survived a second attempt on his life when attackers rammed
a car bomb into his motorcade.
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attend on someone ® attend to someone

attend on someone—1. act as a servant; carry out smb.’s
wishes: A king would have as many as one hundred people
attending on him. 2. give personal help to smb. (as a nurse,
doctor, etc.): Jane has been attending on her sick mother for
years.

attend to someone—1. give one’s attention to smb.: Attend
to me, children, I shan’t repeat these instructions. 2. = attend
on someone 2: She was attending to her sick grandmother when
her father came to the door.

attend something © attend to something

attend something—1. go to or be present at an event: Prince
Harry attended the ceremony along with other members of
the Royal Family. 2. go regularly to an institution such as a
school, etc.: As a child, he attended church services with his
parents. 3. occur along with smth.: In contrast to the air of
celebration which usually attended the sailings of these super-
tankers, there was an air of gloom.

attend to something— (also: tend to something) take care of
smth.; deal with smth.: They ought to attend to the business
without unnecessary delay.

attract someone’s attention ® draw someone’s at-
tention

attract someone’s attention—get the attention of a person:
She spoke loudly to attract everyone’s attention.

draw someone’s attention—make a person especially aware
of smth.: The judge drew the attention of the jury to this de-
tail.

au fait © in fact

au fait—(Fr., UK sl.) familiar with something: We deem
it’s important that you be au fait with another concept.

in fact—in reality; actually: In fact, it was a wonder anyone
survived in the circumstances.

aural signal © oral signal

aural signal—a signal perceived by the ear: Where an aural
signal is used in a building security system, a corresponding
visual signal must be provided.

oral signal—a signal transmitted by speech: They need to
be able to communicate with the minimum of oral signals
when the engine is running.

Austral English ¢ Australian English

Austral English—the variety of English spoken by most in-
habitants of Australia and New Zealand: The term Austral
English is sometimes used to cover the language of the whole
of Australasia.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase Austral language—the language of the Austral Islands
(an archipelago in the South Pacific inhabited by Polynesians):
The origin of the Khasis is still an enigma.... Their language
is considered a branch of austral languages.

Australian English—the variety of English spoken by most
inhabitants of Australia: There is Australian English, and
American English, and Indian English — recognizable ... as a
matter of idiom and accent.

autograph book ® autographed book

autograph book —a book in which signatures of famous peo-
ple are collected: As I turn the pages of my autograph book
now, each name encapsulates its own little bit of history.

autographed book —a book bearing the author’s own signa-
ture: In this first edition autographed book, Eugene Cernan
describes his personal involvement in mankind’s reach for the
moon.

back bench, the

autographed copy ® autographic copy

autographed copy—a copy of a book, etc. signed by the au-
thor: On the day of its publication, Hank had gone jubilantly
to Isobel’s back door, armed with an autographed copy for
her and her husband.

autographic copy—the original copy written by the author:
The Library of Congress houses the autographic copy of the
Declaration of Independence with corrections by Thomas Jef-
ferson himself.

avenge oneself on someone ® avenge someone

avenge oneself on someone — (also: revenge oneself on someone)
get even with a person in return for an offence or injury in-
flicted on oneself: He has avenged himself on those who be-
trayed him.

avenge someone— (also: revenge someone) get satisfaction for
an offence or injury done to another person: If Hamlet wants
to avenge his father, what stands in his way?

avoid arrest ® evade arrest

avoid arrest—escape being arrested: The government failed
to prove that he left Montana with the intent to avoid arrest
or prosecution.

evade arrest—escape being arrested, especially for a pro-
longed period, by cleverness, deceit, etc.: The two men have
managed to evade arrest but they have done so in different
ways.

B

babe in Christ ¢ child of God

babe in Christ—a newly-made convert to Christianity: Sup-
pose a new Christian man comes from a not so ideal back-
ground, and there are elders that are not willing to deal with
this babe in Christ.

child of God—1. (also: God’s child) a human being born of
God, that is by God’s creation: The meanest peasant felt him-
self ennobled as a child of God. 2. a member of the untouch-
able class in Hindu society: She decided he was a Harijan, a

child of God, an untouchable.

baby blue-eyes ¢ blue-eyed babies

baby blue-eyes—a delicate California herb (Nemophila men-
ziesii) having blue flowers with dark spots: Baby Blue Eyes.
This beautiful porcelain blue flower is as delicate as its name.

blue-eyed babies—the plants Houstonia patens and Houstonia
caerulea: The names for the starry Houstonia are so charming
one scarcely knows which to choose. Blue-eyed Babies, Quaker
Ladies, Angel Eyes...

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase blue-eyed boys—people singled out for special favors by
smb. in authority: During this difficult period, farmers were

“blue-eyed boys.”
baby-minder ® babysitter

baby-minder—a woman who takes small children into her
own home and looks after them while their parents are at
work: The art of conversation cannot be acquired when eating
a solitary television supper with the baby-minder.

babysitter—a woman who goes to smb. else’s home to look
after small children while their parents are at work: Can’t you
find a babysitter and come over for dinner.

back bench, the ¢ back seat
back bench, the—1. (UK Parliament) members who do not



back drop

hold office: Those who sit on the back benches are members
of the governing party who are not ministers. These members
are known collectively as the back bench. 2. (U.S. Congress)
new members of Congress considered as a group: Reform often
comes from the back bench in Congress. Junior members have
the least to lose and the shortest (and usually cleanest) records.

back seat— (in the phrase ‘take a back seat”) a subordinate or
less important position: Serious writing took hold of my life
when I was in my teens, but with a long work schedule it took
a back seat.

back drop ° backdrop

back drop —a trampoline stunt in which from a bounce a
gymnast lands on his back and then rebounds to an erect po-
sition: When doing a back drop it is very easy for the recoil
of the bed to bring you back up to your feet.

backdrop —1. a cloth hung across the rear of a stage to serve
as scenic background: The vast shuffle area is a stage, with
theatrical lighting and backdrops rising as high as 85 feet.
2. the appropriate atmosphere for an event; the setting within
which smth. is viewed: Indochina is the backdrop for this
tensely written story.

See also: drop back / drop behind.
back-fire ® fire back

back-fire—1. (of an engine) undergo a mistimed explosion
in the cylinder with a loud noise: Some engines have a nasty
tendency to back-fire. 2. (of firearms) explode: He was held li-
able for allowing an unqualified teacher to supervise a shooting
competition during which a rifle backfired and injured a stu-
dent. 3. light a fire ahead of an advancing prairie-fire in order
to stop it: Man learned to back-fire, so but very few settlers
lost their lives from prairie-fires. 4. (of @ plan, etc.) have the
opposite effect to what was intended: One of McGraw’s
schemes back-fired on him.

fire back—1. return gunfire: Hanson switched the Schmeis-
ser regulator to single-shot and started to fire back. 2. = back-
fire I: If engine fires back into carburetor, do a few smooth in-
jections with the primer pump.

back in the saddle ¢ back on track

back in the saddle—back in a position of leadership or au-
thority: After having been out of office for two years, Governor
Jones won the election and was back in the saddle.

back on track—back to one’s normal activities: A view of
the San Francisco skyline, freshly showered and sparkling, un-
folded. I was back on track, both literally and figuratively.

back-light ® background light
back-light— (Photography) illumination of the subject from
behind to produce a highlight along its edge: Halo is the effect
obtained in portraiture when a strong back-light is used.
background light— (Photography) illumination of a set or
background: One 250-watt bulb is capable of giving enough
background light for a whole room.

back off from something ¢ back out of something

back off from something—withdraw from smth. one has
promised or agreed to do: Schultz continues to resent Syria’s
backing off from a peace agreement.

back out of something—1. move out of smth. backwards: He
slowly backed out of the room keeping his eye on the angry
dog all the time. 2. = back off from something: Buying at auction
can be risky, in part because buyers can’t back out of the sale.

back to basics ® back to square one

back ro basics—returning to the previously held fundamental
principles: In her quest to shape up, Rebekah shunned weight
loss clinics and fad diets, instead opting for a back-to-basics
approach.
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back to square one—returning to the starting-point of an
experiment, etc. because of failure or lack of progress: He put
forward this analysis of the latest development: “We are back

to square one.”

back to the drawing-board ® back to the salt mines

back to the drawing-board— dealing with the same matter
again (because smth. has gone wrong): They make presenta-
tions and if the proposal is rejected, it is back to the drawing
board.

back to the salt mines—returning to one’s work or another
duty which might be hard or unpleasant: I'd better get back
to the salt mines. I've got a lot of unfinished jobs.

backbite someone ® bite something back

backbite someone—slander the reputation of smb. who is
absent: People will backbite one another to any extent rather
than not be amused.

bite something back—hold back a remark one was about to
make: She wanted to tell him her real feelings, but she bit the
words back.

backtrack on something ® track back to something

backtrack on something—reverse one’s position or policy, es-
pecially as a result of other people’s opposition: He has back-
tracked on what he told the public during his campaign.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be back on track— return ro one’s normal activities:
Within a few months, she was back on track, selling to Cana-
dian shops through a distributor.

track back to something—follow smth. back to its source:
We will need to be able to track back to key decisions, and
understand why and how they were made.

backwoodsman ® woodsman

backwoodsman —1. a settler in the uncleared forest land: It
is this which gives that piquancy to the conversation of a back-
woodsman. 2. is used of a rough, uneducated person: He
sounded like a backwoodsman even in high hat. 3. (UK) a
member of the House of Lords who rarely attends that body:
This speech will encourage the backwoodsmen in the House
of Lords to take strong action.

woodsman — (also: woodman) a person who works or hunts
in the woods: By nature he was a woodsman and spent most
of his time roaming the forests in search of game.

bad apple © bad egg

bad apple—(coll.) a single bad person in a group (also: rotten
apple): Maybe she was the bad apple of the department, so I
made an appointment to meet with another woman.

bad egg—(coll.) a bad or despised individual (also: rotten
egg): Billy was a bad egg and spent most of his time trying to
deceive the villagers. Cf: good egg—(coll.) a proper and decent
person: Despite what most people around here think, I think

George is a good egg.
bad blood ° fresh blood

bad blood—enmity or bitterness among individuals or
groups of people: He likewise said that prior to July 14, there
was no bad blood between him and the victim.

fresh blood —new members of a group who are likely to have
new ideas: It has been nine years since the last Supreme Court
vacancy, and the court is in need of fresh blood.

bad boy ® bad man

bad boy— (also: Peck’s bad boy) 1. an unruly or mischievous
child: He was not a bad boy, but he did have one problem: he
refused to brush his teeth. 2. an adult person defying the ac-
cepted moral or artistic conventions: Michael was the bad boy
who stole Tara’s heart and eloped with her.
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bad man—1. a morally depraved, wicked man: He resented

bargain counter

or abusive language habitually: Terry is turning into a real
foul mouth.

the fact that his mother had to be living with such a bad man
as Khun Chang. 2. (U.S. coll.) a gunman; a villain: He even
appointed a typical “bad man”— that is, manslayer — to office
as a proof of his fondness for Arizona.

Badlands, the ® badlands
Badlands, the—(U.S.) the barren waste region in South
Dakota: Until recently, buffalo had roamed the Badlands.
badlands—barren terrain where soils have been eroded by
wind and water: Ground is carved by rain-wash producing

an almost impassable surface generally referred to as “bad-
lands.”

bad loser ® two-time loser

bad loser—a person who loses a game in poor spirit: We
could say Rhydian was a bad loser, but then again we could
say that Leon was a bad winner.

two-time loser —1. a contestant who loses twice: “Two-time
nominee” sounds so much nicer than the alternative — two-
time loser —doesn’t it? 2. (5/.) a twice-convicted criminal:
Madill was a two-time loser who did time in prison for bur-
glary. He carried the gun everywhere.

bad money °© bad penny, a

bad money—a forged currency: “To ring the changes” in
low life means to change bad money for good.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase good money—1. money that is genuine, not counter-
féit: They've got some good money, as well as bogus notes. 2.
a fairly large amount of money: But for his inherent meanness,
he would have gladly paid good money to be rid of her.

bad penny, a—an objectionable person or thing that can be
counted upon to reappear (in allusion to the saying ‘a bad penny
always turns up”): 1 persevered ... to disuade the dog from
darkening my door again but little did I realise at the time,
this was a bad penny we were dealing with.

Note: a) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase pretty penny, a— a fairly large amount of money: You
can expect these tape decks to cost a pretty penny, although
no price has been set as of yet.

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
honest penny, an— money gained or earned by fair means: 1,
then a mere stripling, was trying to make an honest penny by

selling homemade candy.

bad money drives out good ® bad penny always
turns up, a

bad money drives out good— (saying) worthless people or
things supplant more valuable: The drain of human resources
is one example where “bad money drives out good.”

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase throw good money after bad— waste more money or
supplies in hopes of recouping previous losses: Creating another
failing system to replace the current one is throwing good
money after bad.

bad penny always turns up, a— (saying) a worthless person
always returns: “What if I never see him again?” “Don’t worry.
A bad penny always turns up.”

bad mouth ° foul mouth

bad mouth—1. a curse or spell: I have known of people that
have had the record of saying that they could put a bad mouth
on you. 2. malicious gossip: Companies don’t want people
telling their friends about shoddy products. Word of bad-
mouth can kill them. 3. a person who speaks ill of people:
The world is filled with bad-mouths. We need more caring
people.

Sfoul mouth — (also: dirty mouth) a person who uses obscene

bad news ® what’s the bad news

bad news—(U.S. coll.) said of things, people, or places that
are unpleasant or undesirable: Milly these days was plain bad
news. Her fascination had evaporated.

what’s the bad news—(U.S. joc.) what do T owe: After the
clerk had run up all of the clothing Meg had selected, her

mother nervously asked what the bad news was.

bad quarter of an hour ® good quarter of an hour
bad quarter of an hour—a brief but disagreeable and un-
nerving period: He had a very bad quarter of an hour. I never
knew a man have such hard luck at cards.
good quarter of an hour —not less than a quarter of an hour:
He spoke for a good quarter of an hour, walking me through
the history of mankind.

bad time ® bad times

bad time—1. wrong or unsuitable time: This would be a
very bad time to pull our exhaustion on our readers. 2. time
when life is difficult: Julia went through a pretty bad time
after the accident — seeing psychiatrists and what have you.

bad times —a period of poverty or economic depression: En-
gland will not long endure the rulers which these bad times
have assigned her.

bag of wind ¢ windbag

bag of wind—(coll.) a talkative, usually pompous person
who has little to say: She’s nothing but a big bag of wind.

windbag—1. a bag of air as of a bagpipe: The anatomical
structure of the sonorous organs of these Cicadae did not ex-
actly resemble the wind-bag. 2. = bag of wind: He is at best a
noisy, pompous wind-bag and braggart. 3. a kind of fish which
inflate their bodies when stimulated by fear, etc.: When it
[blowfish] is hooked it inflates itself to many times its normal
size. Among its aliases are balloon-fish, puffball and wind-

bag.

ball is in someone’s court, the © have the ball at
one’s feet

ball is in someone’s court, the—is used to say that another
person must make the next move: Addison tells him that the
ball is in his court. All he has to do is sign the divorce papers
and she will too.

have the ball at one’s feer—be in a strategically advantageous
position: The working class militants have the ball at their
feet, as never before.

bang on the door ® bang the door
bang on the door—knock on the door violently (with one’s
fist, etc.): The boys used to bang on the door with sticks.
bang the door—close the door violently so that it makes a
loud noise: Mr. Talboys strode out of the room, banging the
door after him.

bar girl ® bar maid

bar girl—1. a woman who serves drinks at a bar: In her early
adulthood, Meili worked as a bargirl in order to pay off debts.
2. (sI.) a woman employed by a bar to act as a companion to
men customers (also: B-girl): The soft purring caresses and
total availability of the bar-girls must have seemed irresistible.

bar maid— = bar girl I: A few evenings a week she works
as a bar maid in a local pub in Glasgow.

bargain counter ® bargaining counter
bargain counter —an area in a store where the goods are sold
at cut price: You need to be very careful not to be taken in by



bargain on something

the bargain counters in some stores. Very often they’re full of
shoddy goods.

bargaining counter —a special advantage in negotiations:
The de facto occupation of parts of the Russian zone was an
important bargaining counter for obtaining satisfaction from
the Soviet Government on a number of questions.

bargain on something ® bargain over something
bargain on something—count on smth.; depend on smth.:
Frankly, I did bargain on Fred’s resigning the position.
bargain over something— (also: bargain for something) nego-
tiate about obtaining smth.: We will bargain with the supplier
over prices.

barge in on someone ® barge into someone

barge in on someone —come rudely into a place and interrupt
people in their activities: Albert barged in on Ted without
knocking.

barge into someone —1. bump into smb., usually by accident:
She just barged into me and nearly knocked me over. 2. meet
a person by chance: I barged into him opposite the Old Ship,
and I told him about our air-raid.

bark at the moon ¢ cry for the moon

bark at the moon—do smth. which has no effect: If other
nations don’t adopt similar measures to protect blue sharks,
we're just barking at the moon.

cry for the moon —demand smth. impossible: To ask for the
matter to be settled by a General Council is to cry for the
moon.

base light ¢ basic light

base light— (Photography) diffuse, uniform studio illumina-
tion approaching a shadowless condition: In some cases you
may want to use a low-level base light.

basic light— (Photography) illumination using the concept
of one main light: In addition to the basic light with a simple
on/off button, there are also the dimmer switch lights.

Basic English ¢ basic English

Basic English—an essential English vocabulary used for
teaching purposes: Basic English is a system in which 850 En-
glish words do all the work of over 20,000.

basic English—1. English using few and simple words: I'd
picked up a touch of “la tourism” or in basic English, the runs,
from the unwashed fruit. 2. (s/.) English using vulgar and ob-
scene words: He, Happy, himself no slouch at basic English,
was revolted by George’s language.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the
acronym BASIC— (Beginners’ All-purpose Symbolic Instruction
Code) a computer language using simple English: When you re-
ceived your computer a language called BASIC was possibly
supplied on a disk.

batman ¢ batsman
batman —a British military officer’s personal servant: He
told of how his batman mended his clothes; prepared his food;
seemed always able to provide him with small comforts.
batsman —a baseball or cricket player who bats: In front of
the opposite wicket, there’s a player from the opposing team
(the “batsman”).

be a back seat driver ® be in the back seat

be a back seat driver —suggest unwanted advice; tell a person
in charge how to do his job: It is always easy to criticize and
be a back seat driver.

be in the back seat— (also: take a back seat) take a subordinate
position: Dad is now in the back seat. Jonathan is in control
of the Rowland Capital family trust.
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be a bad life * live a bad life

be a bad life—be not likely to live long enough: Elizabeth
all her days was reckoned a “bad life.”

live a bad life—lead a life of wickedness or immorality: He
is leaving a bad life and should be kept away from the young.

be a bomb ¢ be the bomb

be a bomb— (coll.) be a failure or fiasco: Unfortunately, the
film was a bomb and gained a reputation as being the only
film on which Mr. Corman lost money.

be the bomb—(U.S. sl., sometimes spelled “be da bomb”) be
very successful; be received enthusiastically: The show was the
“bomb” back in the day when it first aired.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make a bomb— (sl.) make or earn a great deal of money:
Many of them are too honest to do any [drug] trafficking but
the ones that do make a bomb.

be a case in point ® be the case

be a case in point—Dbe a particular instance of smth.: People
have changed their minds about the Common market, and
Mr. Stonchouse is a case in point.

be the case— (often negat.) be a fact; be true: Please contact
the rightful owner directly to confirm their interest to sell and
if this is the case, to negotiate price.

be a close call ® be too close to call

be a close call—(also: be a close shave) said of a dangerous
situation that a person just manages to avoid: Though he es-
caped with his life and his job, it was a close call.

be too close to call—said of the outcome of a competition,
etc. that is very hard to judge: The horses came to the finish
line in a dead heat, and, without a photograph, the results
were too close to call.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be too close to home— (also: be too close for comfort)
dangerously nearby; affecting a person intimately: A crime that
occurred too close to home still has its grip on Chief Inspector
Alan Banks.

be a devil ® be the very devil

be a devil—1. (imper.) is used as a humorous expression of
encouragement to persuade a person to do smth.: Be a devil
and order us a bottle of wine! 2. be extremely bad or immoral:
He was a devil to those of us who thought the war was stupid
and pointless. He personified the arbitrary power of the
draft...

be the very devil—1. (also: be the devil incarnate) = be a devil
2: Though he was a hero to some, he was the very devil to
others. 2. (of a situation) be very difficult or annoying: My car
is super to drive, but it’s so big it’s the very devil to find a
parking place for it.

be a drag on someone ® have drag with someone

be a drag on someone— (s.) be a burden to a person (causing
delay or slowing down progress): His wife has been a drag on
him all his life.

have drag with someone— (U.S. sl.) have influence over smb.:
We had a big drag with the waiter because my old man drank
whisky and that meant a good tip.

be a go-getter ® have get up and go

be a go-getter— (UK coll.) be an ambitious and hard-working
person: As it is a sales position, be sure to come off friendly
and energetic like a real go-getter.

have get up and go—(coll.) 1. (of people) have vigor and en-
ergy: You need to demonstrate, through concrete examples,
that you have “get up and go.” 2. (of horses and cars) have suf-
ficient energy or power, especially if old: The performance is
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sluggish but the car still has get up and go when you really

need it.

be a good hand ¢ have good hands

be a good hand—1. be a diligent, industrious worker: He is
a good hand and enjoys his work which he does faithfully and
well. 2. possess the necessary skill to do smth. well: He is a
good hand at making bows and arrows, and a fine knife would
be just the thing for him.

have good hands—(Sport) have the ability to throw a ball
well: Chris has good hands, catches the ball well in traffic and
is quick enough.

be a good life ¢ live a good life
be a good life—Dbe likely to live long enough: I want to find
out if he is a good life to insure. Does he live temperately?
live a good life—lead a morally commendable life: I would
like to be remembered as someone who lived a good life.

be a know-all ® know it all

be a know-all—said of smb. who thinks he knows every-
thing and annoys people by showing how clever he is: I don’t
see the point in arguing with someone who plays such a know-
all.

know it all—1. be extremely knowledgeable; be fully in-
formed: Did he choose the Pharisees and the Sadducees — the
scribes and men who did nothing all day but study the scrip-
ture — men who knew it all? 2. is often used with the impli-
cation of overconfidence: The older I get, the more I realize
that my dad really did know what he was talking about (but
I was a young punk who “knew itall”...).

be a law unto oneself ¢ take the law into one’s own
hands

be a law unto oneself —do what one believes is right and ig-
nore established laws or custom: If the government becomes
a law breaker it invites every man to become a law unto him-
self.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase lay down the law— assert smth. positively; state or declare
smth. firmly: The new basketball coach can recruit, teach and
lay down the law, when necessary.

take the law into one’s own hands—get justice in one’s own
way, without involving the police: These men took the law
into their own hands. They killed a score of men who, they
said, were outlaws of various kinds.

be a little short of something  be little short of
something

be a little short of something —just barely fail to have the re-
quired amount of smth.: Mr. Rhodes was prevented from sail-
ing for Europe owing to the fact that he was a little short of
passage money.

be little short of something— (also: be nothing short of some-
thing) be the same as smth.; be nothing less than smth.: A
mere look was enough to provoke him to anger that was lictle
short of madness.

be a long day coming ¢ it’s going to be a long day

be a long day coming— said of smth. that has taken long to
materialize: The team’s achieving success by winning the di-
vision title has been a long day coming.

it’s going to be a long day—1. said of a day perceived as long
and boring: With nothing else to be done, and Steve’s not ar-
riving before seven, it was going to be a long day. 2. said of a
day that is going to be full of troubles: Jack overslept and was
stalled in a traffic jam. By the time he arrived at the office, he
knew it was going to be a long day.

be a standoff

be a man of character ® be quite the character

be a man of character—be a man of good repute: He was a
man of character. He performed more acts of charity and kind-
ness than any of us will ever know of.

be quite the character—used as a mild form of reproof or
humorous admiration for a person showing independence in
thoughts or actions: She is quite the character and always

speaks her mind.

be a natural ® be natural

be a natural—1. be naturally deficient in intellect; be a half-
witted person: She is not quite a natural, that is, not an ab-
solute idiot. 2. have natural talents that make smb. particularly
suitable for a task: 'm not a natural. This present play is my
last, I've decided.

be natural—demonstrate behavior that is not affected or
self-conscious: On the stage he was natural, simple.... "Twas
only that, when he was off, he was acting.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be in one’s natural state— (also: be in a state of nature)
1. used of the conditions of people before civilization: Man in his
natural state is the work of God. 2. (of land or animals) in an
uncultivated or undomesticated condition: The ground was
partly cultivated, and partly left in its natural state. 3. (euph.)
completely naked: How temptingly lovely she was in her natural
state! I could not tear my eyes from her. 4. (of substances) not
treated or processed: a large mass of stone or rock in its natural
state; an egg in its natural state in the shell.

be a queer fish ® be queer

be a queer fish— (also: be a queer bird) be an eccentric or
odd person: He was a queer fish, but they were used to queer
fish, and they took him for granted.

be queer—1. = be a queer fish: Every woman who steps for-
ward to claim her rights faces the allegation that she is queer.
2. be a homosexual: I always thought he was queer. His room-
mate was gay and you just couldn’t pull them away from each
other.

be a sight for sore eyes ® be a sight to behold

be a sight for sore eyes—said of a person or thing one is
pleased or happy to see: MacLaine is quite a sight for sore
eyes when she shows up in the movie.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
be eye candy—1. be visually attractive: We waited a little long
for our food, and it did help that our waiter was eye candy. 2.
(Internet) used of extra graphics on a Web page that usually makes
it look worse: First I'm told that my site is too simple ... and
then I'm told that my site has too much eye candy. Cf:: be ear
candy — said of music with an instant appeal bur with little sig-
nificance: This is anything but ear-candy, and the music is
meant to be listened to and savored many times.

be a sight to behold—1. = be a sight for sore eyes: The sunset
on the horizon was a sight to behold. The soft glow of orange
over the mountains was breath-taking. 2. look untidy, repul-
sive, or ridiculous: We soon arrived at the local abattoir, which
was a sight to behold. Used to the clinical approach of the
western world, we were stunned. ..

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase be a sight— = be a sight to behold 2: It was raining
and lightning, I was crying, I was cold ... Believe me, I was

a sight!
be a standoff ¢ be standoffish

be a standoff—said of a situation in which the two sides in
a conflict, etc. are equally matched or equally unyielding:
There was a standoff for a few hours, while police spoke to
the man urging him to give himself up.

be standoffish—said of a person who is reluctant to show



be a steady hand

friendship or enter into conversation: They got on well for a
few months, but now they hardly talk to each other, because
Lily is so standoffish.

be a steady hand ¢ have a steady hand

be a steady hand—be not given to frivolity, eccentricity, etc.:
Thomas is a steady hand, never late for business, never out of
temper...

have a steady hand—]1. have a firm hand, one not shaky: Mr.
Peterson still has a steady hand, shaving himself twice weekly.
2. (usually of a leader) be firm and consistent in one’s behavior:
He has a steady hand and will do an excellent job of guiding
the division.

be about to ® be not about to

be about to—be on the point of doing smth.: But just as he
was about to say something, he forgot what it was he was
about to say.

be not about to—1. be not going to do smth. soon: It seems
that conventional teaching is not about to be supplanted by
virtual universities. 2. (U.S. coll.) be unwilling to do smth.:
“I'm sorry, I can’t lend you the money. I may need it....” “Hey,
why don’t you just say that you're not about to.”

be absent from something ® be absent in some-
thing

be absent from something— (of people) be not present at a
place: He is never absent from work without an excuse.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
absent oneself from something— stay away from an event, etc.;
avoid something: 1 absented myself from the conversation at
the next decent opportunity.

be absent in something— (of things) be missing in smth.: The
impulsive type of noise (ignition interference and static) is
generally absent in radar.

be afraid ® be afraid, be very afraid

be afraid—1. be frightened or apprehensive about smth.:
Willie recounted his life of drugs and violence in remorseless
terms, and said he was not afraid to die. 2. feeling regret about
smth.: Mary did not let me send the paper at first, she kept
hoping it was a mistake, but I am afraid it is too true.

be afraid, be very afraid— (imper.) is used as a humorous
cliché to say that smth. unwelcome is imminent: The reser-
vation staff are friendly — but be afraid, be very afraid of the
restaurant staff...

be against something ¢ be up against something

be against something —express opposition to smth.: And even
though no one in the audience was against the project, there
was plenty of skepticism.

be up against something— (also: come up against something)
encounter a serious obstacle or problem: But now we are up
against a different kind of health concern —a potential pan-
demic. If the bird flu develops the ability to spread easily be-
tween humans it will be quite dangerous.

be all wet ® be wet
be all wet—(U.S. coll.) be completely wrong: If you think
I'm going to take that kind of talk from you, you're all wet.
be wet— (UK coll.) be unable to make decisions or take firm
actions: Don’t be so wet! Just tell them that you don’t want to
o.
# Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
be wet behind the ears— (coll.) be young, naive, and inexperi-
enced: For a twenty-five-year-old kid, still wet behind his ears,
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be ancient history ® be history

be ancient history—said of a past event that has lost its orig-
inal impact or importance: For today’s high school students
all of that war is ancient history.

be history—1. said of smb. whose career has been brought
to an end: We are familiar with that reference: “He is history
now,” which condemns some poor individual to the rubbish
bin of life. 2. = be ancient history: After reading the two latest
reports, I have to wonder about Bishop Gregory’s assertion
that this scandal is history.

be assured of something ® be sure of something

be assured of something—1. be guaranteed smth.: General
Franks is assured of a place in history in a country where for-
mer officials are respected even when out of office. 2. have
trust in smth.; be positive about smth.: The king was assured
of the rectitude of the motives on which he had himself acted.
3. be firmly persuaded of smth.: In 1415, Hus was summoned
to defend himself at the Council of Constance, having been
assured of a safe conduct.

be sure of something—1. feel confident of smth.: If nothing
occurs to stir the rage of this vindictive madman, I am sure of
victory. 2. = be assured of something 2: The jury are told they
cannot convict unless they are “sure” of the man’s guilt.

be at each other’s throats ¢ cut each other’s
throats

be at each other’s throats—be arguing violently; be very angry
with each other: We cannot deal with tomorrow’s problems if
we are at each other’s throats over economic issues.

cut each other’s throats—harm each other’s interests, espe-
cially because of fierce competition: They are cutting each
other’s throats in their eagerness to finish the work first.

be at loose ends ° tie up loose ends

be at loose ends— (also: be at a loose end) 1. be without em-
ployment or fixed occupation: He was the only stranger in
Cyprus who was thus at a loose end, as it were, and not on
some professional duty. 2. be in an unsettled or uncertain sit-
uation: He'’s at loose ends. Hates his work, loathes his wife,
and the kids bore him to death.

tie up loose ends—deal with some parts of work that have
been left over: She spent the afternoon tying up loose ends:
editing a feature on California Cuisine, making phone calls,
answering memos.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase make both ends meet— live within one’s means: With a
family becoming daily more expensive, the little book-keeper
had found it hard work to make both ends meet.

be at rest ® be resting

be at rest—1. be in a state of physical or mental repose: He
sat in his chair, still, but not at rest: expectant evidently. 2.
(of an issue) be settled or decided: I never can take any office
under the present rulers; so that question is at rest. 3. (euph.)
be dead and buried: He is now at rest after a full and dedicated
life. We salute his extraordinary legacy...

be resting—1. (euph., coll.) be out of work: I am an inter-
preter.... At present I am resting. 2. (of the body of a dead per-
son) remain at an undertaker’s, a chapel, etc. before burial:

Remains will be resting at the John Doe Funeral Home.

be at someone’s service ® be in someone’s service

be at someone’s service—1. be ready to help or assist a person:
I am at your service whenever you should need my advice. 2.

he got a lot of wisdom from somewhere. Cf.: be dry behind the
ears— be mature or experienced: The three children, barely dry
behind the ears, have taken over running the family dairy.

(of things) be at smb.’s disposal or ready to be used: My car is
at your service to take you around Rome and its surround-
ings.
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Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
be of service to someone— be helpful to a person: On many
occasions he was of service to me, always in kindly, unobtru-
sive ways.

be in someone’s service—be working as smb.’s domestic ser-
vant: Miss White has been in our service for five years.

be at the back of one’s mind ® cast one’s mind
back to something

be at the back of one’s mind— (also: be in the back of one’s
mind) be vaguely aware of smth. that is not present in one’s
conscious thoughts: There was at the back of his mind an
idea, dimly seen at moments, never wholly comprehended.

cast one’s mind back to something—think about smth. that
happened in the past, which one might not remember well:
In order to understand these developments, it is necessary to
cast back one’s mind to the social attitudes of that period.

be at the crossroads ¢ cross paths

be at the crossroads—be at a critical turning-point at which
two or more courses of action are possible: Students are
through with their exams and are now at the crossroads of a
choice of career.

cross paths—meet or encounter a person: Occasionally they
will cross paths, especially to compete in a nationally televised
debate arranged by a non-partisan organization.

be aware of something ® beware of something

be aware of something—have knowledge of smth.; be con-
scious of smth.: The government is already aware of an in-
sufficient electricity supply.

beware of something— (imper.) be on guard against smth.:
Beware of the rain ... make sure your camera is well-protected
if in a side-pocket.

be bad form ¢ be in bad form

be bad form — (of manners or behavior) be improper as judged
by accepted social standards: It is considered bad form to arrive
too early at a dinner party.

be in bad form—(Sport) be in bad condition of health and
training: Even when Henin is in bad form, you need to have
real smart strategy to beat her.

be beat ® be beaten

be beat— (coll.) 1. (also: be dead-beat) be very tired; be utterly
exhausted: I am beat from all this packing and moving of stuff.
2. be defeated in a competition: His team was beat because it
failed to execute properly during the most critical moments of
the game.

be beaten— = be bear 2: The moment was really amazing
because Brazil, the champion, was beaten badly.

be bent on doing something ¢ have a bent for
something

be bent on doing something—be determined to do smth.;
have the mind set on smth.: There is always a proportion of
the crowd bent on harrying the speaker.

have a bent for something—have a natural interest and ability
in a particular area: James, who had a bent for figures, took
care of the financial end of the business.

be beside the mark ¢ be off the mark

be beside the mark— be not relevant to the subject under
discussion: We were discussing working conditions; his re-
marks about high rents were beside the mark.

be off the mark —1. (also: be wide of the mark) be inaccurate
or erroneous in one’s judgment: Sometimes he was off the
mark. A lot of times he was just misunderstood. 2. starting

be carried away by something

smth. in response to a situation: The dog-breeder and poultry
farmer were quick off the mark in using the new therapy.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
fall short of the mark— (also: come short of the mark) fail to
attain some desired object: Gilbert’s efforts to amuse her often
fell short of the mark.

be best at something ® be the best at something

be best ar something—be more skilled and capable in one
particular area relative to others: He excels at most of the sub-
jects taught here, although he is best at chemistry.

be the best at something—be much superior to other people
in a particular area: Mrs. Hough is the best at making children
feel at home when they are just starting out on their school
adventure.

be beyond the law © go beyond the law

be beyond the law —be out of the reach of the law: The sick
criminal was arrested at night, but by morning he was beyond
the law; he had died in the night.

g0 beyond the law —be guilty of some criminal offence: To
thrash the man yourself is to go beyond the law; he may de-
serve punishment but you are not allowed to administer it.

be blind to something ® turn a blind eye to some-
thing

be blind to something—be unable to see or consider what is
going on around one: She had been deaf and blind to every-
thing except what had passed between them.

turn a blind eye ro something—pretend not to see smth.;
overlook smth. deliberately: The police turn a blind eye to
this problem because they are only too glad to get lorries from
parking there.

be born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth © get
the wooden spoon

be born with a silver spoon in one’s mouth—be born into a
rich family: He was born with a silver spoon in his mouth and
probably never had to work a day in his life.

get the wooden spoon —be the last in a sporting event or other
competition: Previous City Councilor got the wooden
spoon — with no votes on the first two counts.

be bothered about someone ® bother oneself about
someone

be bothered about someone—be concerned about smb.; worry
about a person: I am bothered about Freda, she is out so late
again.

bother oneself about someone—concern oneself with smb.;
preoccupy oneself with a person: Please don’t bother yourself
about my brother. I'll take care of him.

be canned © be in the can

be canned—(U.S. sl.) be expelled or dismissed from one’s
employment: When the coach was fired, some said he was
canned for siding with John.

be in the can—(51.) 1. (of @ movie, etc.) be finished and ready:
The scene was “in the can” after twenty-five retakes. 2. (U.S.)
be in prison: I know that he spent two years in the can for
armed robbery.

be carried away by something ® be carried off by
something

be carried away by something—become eager or enthusiastic
about smth.: Roosevelt was carried away by the thought of
another large relief project.

be carried off by something— (euph.) be killed (by a disease):
Unhappily he never got to the Tradition meeting, he had been
carried off by a heart attack.



be clear about something

be clear about something ® be in the clear over
something

be clear about something—understand smth. completely: Let
us be clear about this: the pirates of 1964, like the pirates of
old, are simply out after money.

be in the clear over something—be out of a difficulty or trou-
ble caused by smth.: Is the Government in the clear yet over
the composition of the committee?

be content with something ® content oneself with
something

be content with something—be satisfied with smth.; be will-
ing to accept smth.: The questionnaire results showed that 98
percent of students were “content” with their housing situa-
tion.

content oneself with something—Dbe satisfied with just one
thing and not bother with other things: She hadn’t said much
but had contented herself with smoking cigarettes and smil-
ing.
be crashed out of something ® be crushed out of
something

be crashed out of something—fail to perform well enough to
stay in a competition: India’s hopes of getting a further gold
went up in smoke when Gopichand was crashed out of the
men’s quarter-finals.

be crushed out of something—be ousted of a business, etc.:
Rockefeller would approach oil companies with two choices:
cither sell their company to him, or be crushed out of pro-
duction.

be crowded out of something ® crowd out of
something

be crowded out of something—1. be forced out of premises
for lack of room: They were crowded out of the room, but sat
in the next peering in at the door eagerly. 2. be ousted from
an office, market, etc.: Low-skilled adults are often crowded
out of their jobs as better-educated teenagers are drawn into
the work force.

crowd out of something—go out of a place in a crowd: The
crowd — mostly younger people —complained about the
movie fiercely as they crowded out of the theater.

be cut out for the work ® one’s work is cut out for
one

be cut out for the work—be entirely suited for some work or
activity: There’s no better way to tell if you're cut out for the
work than hands-on experience.

one’s work is cut out for one— (also: have one’s work cut out
for one) have a lot of work to do; have a hard task ahead: If
you want to shatter the lake trout record, your work is cut out
for you.

be dead in the water ® sleep with the fishes

be dead in the water—(of a task, project, etc.) be unable to
make progress; be a failure: Without an effective leader, our
plans for expansion are dead in the water.

sleep with the fishes— (Underworld) be murdered and have
the body disposed of (also: swim with the fishes): 1 think I could
persuade you to cooperate. That is, unless you'd like to sleep
with the fishes.

be dead nuts on something ® be dead set on some-
thing

be dead nuts on something—1. (coll.) placed precisely on the
surface of smth.: He caught me dead nuts on the chin, Pepe
thought as he lay on the ground. 2. (coll.) exactly correspond
to smth.: The styling of the new convertible is dead nuts on
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what a car in this class should be: bold and aristocratic. 3.
(sL.) be very fond of smth.; be delighted with smth.: Quite
frankly, I wasn’t dead nuts on meeting with them.

be dead set on something—Dbe fixed in one’s purpose; be de-
termined on doing smth.: The administration is dead set on
trying to destroy unions. Cf: make a dead set at something—
make a determined effort to gain smeh.: People can’t be allowed
to make a dead set at a property like this.

be death on someone © be the death of someone

be death on someone—(coll.) 1. be fatal to a person; be very
effective in acting against smb.: The new teacher is death on
students who come late to class. 2. be very fond of a person:
Fanny hasn’t forgotten you ... she was always death on you
English chaps.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase die on someone— (also: go dead on someone) 1. die while
in the charge or care of a person: “1 want to look after her while
she’s in England.” “Suppose she died on you?” 2. (of an appa-
ratus, appliance, etc. in smb.’s care) break down; cease to function:
My car died on me, and I couldn’t get it started.

be the death of someone— (coll.) 1. said of things (especially
done repeatedly) which upset or irritate a person: Forty, if
she’s a day, wears pince-nez and an air of brisk efficiency that
will be the death of me. 2. said of smb. who is exceptionally
funny or ridiculous: Lili’s capering seemed the funniest thing
she had ever seen. “Stop, Lili, stop! You'll be the death of me!”

be down for something ® be down to something

be down for something— said of a person or thing listed for
some activity: Mr. Stansfield’s bill was down for second read-
ing on Wednesday.

be down to something—have only a little money or goods
left: On the seventh day after the wreck, he was down to his
last pint of water.

See also: be up for something / be up to something.

be dressed in rags ® have the rags on

be dressed in rags—be dressed in old torn clothes: The work
was carried out manually by wretched, scarecrow figures
dressed in rags.

have the rags on—(sl.) 1. wear a special kind of clothes: He
had the rags on, getting into character, and it just took me
aback for a minute. Cf.: have the glad rags on — wear one’s best
clothes or formal attire: Having arrived it was time to get the
glad rags on and go to dinner in the town. 2. (also: have the
rag on) have one’s menstrual period: Lana doesn’t feel like

going out tonight. She’s got the rags on.

be empty-handed ° have one’s hands full

be empty-handed—1. having received or gained nothing:
Due to three successive droughts, most farmers are empty-
handed. 2. be unarmed: You will learn not only to use weap-
ons, but also to defend against someone who has one while
you are empty-handed.

have one’s hands full —have much work to do; be very busy:
The plumber had his hands full and could not take another

job for two weeks.

be evident ® be in evidence

be evident—be obvious; be easy to see or understand: It was
evident to me that writing must be in God’s great plan for my
life.

be in evidence—1. be actually present: He was not about, so
I looked outside, but he was not in evidence. He had not yet
risen. 2. be prominent or conspicuous: He was not in evidence,
to any considerable extent, in the voluntary societies of the
college.
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be eyeball to eyeball ¢ see eye to eye

be eyeball to eyeball—1. sit opposite each other; be face to
face: We're eyeball to eyeball and I think the other fellow just
blinked. 2. be in the state of defiant confrontation: Once again,
it seems, Mr. Rumsfeld and the defense bureaucracy are eyeball
to eyeball.

see eye to eye—(often negat.) be of one mind; think alike:
Unfortunately he didn’t see eye to eye with his parents and
there were always arguments at home.

be for sale ® be on sale

be for sale— (also: be up for sale) said of a house, car, etc.
that an owner wants to sell: I wonder how he heard the house
was for sale.

be on sale—1. be available for buying in shops, etc.: Local
delicacies, such as cheeses and wines, are on sale here at a very
reasonable price. 2. be sold for a special low price: Tomato
soup that is usually sold for sixty cents a can is now on sale
for fifty cents.

be full of beans ® not have a bean

be full of beans— (coll.) 1. be full of energy; be in high spirits:
I had a good night’s sleep in a hotel and was feeling very full
of beans. 2. (U.S. also: be full of prunes) exaggerate or talk
nonsense: While I often think that you are full of beans I have
to say that I agree with much of this.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase not amount to a hill of beans— (coll.) be of little sig-
nificance: What you learn at school doesn’t amount to a hill of
beans compared with what you can find out for yourself out-
doors.

not have a bean—(coll.) have no money whatever: Lady
Laura is always staying with people. She hasn’t got a bean, I
gather.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase give someone beans— (coll.) scold or punish a person se-
verely: He wanted to give me beans, but Florence wouldn’t let
him. She said “Father you are not to touch him.”

be full of something ® have one’s fill of something
be full of something—have a large amount of smth.: These
brave emigrants were full of hope for a better future.
have one’s fill of something—have had enough of smth. such
as food: You never know if Charlie has had his fill of liquor.
2. have more of smth. than a person can tolerate: We, like all
Americans, have had our fill of senseless crime.

be gone on someone © have a go at someone

be gone on someone— (coll.) be enamored of or in love with
a person: He is very gone on girls, is always falling in and out
of love.

have a go at someone— (UK coll.) scold or criticize a person:
Don’t have a go at me — it’s your fault we lost the contract.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase have a go at something— (coll.) try doing smth.: 1 de-
cided to have a go at the first few assignments and see what
happened.

be good form ° be in good form

be good form —behave according to custom or etiquette: It
is not considered good form to arrive too early at a dinner
party.

be in good form—1. (Sport) be in good condition of health
and training: If a horse is in good form it is likely to win a
race. 2. be in good spirits: On Sunday she was in good form

and was doing housework. She wasn’t in a huff or anything...

be green © be green around the gills
be green—1. be inexperienced: During his speech, Obama

be headstrong

praised Bennet while acknowledging he is a bit green in pol-
itics.... 2. be environmentally friendly: These are also made
with other recycled materials, so yes, they are very green in
terms of helping the environment.

be green around the gills— (coll.) 1. look indisposed or unwell:
She was green around the gills for several days. I also had a
similar experience about five years ago.... 2. look as though
one is about to be sick: The poor guy gets motion sickness
and is green around the gills as soon as they take off.

be green-eyed ¢ see green in someone’s eye

be green-eyed—Dbe jealous or envious: Collectors were green-
eyed ... they consoled themselves by saying the collection had
cost too much.

see green in someone’s eye—think a person to be credulous
and inexperienced: Do you see any green in my eye? Do you
take me for a fool?

be had ¢ be had up

be had— (coll.) be tricked or deceived: I apologize for being
so forceful, but I've been had before; I don’t want others to
share the experience if I can help.

be had up — (coll.) cause a person to appear in court: I doubt
if anybody thought about Chapman as a possible killer much
before he was had up.

be hanged © be hung

be hanged— be put to death by hanging: Bentley’s appeal
against his conviction was dismissed and he was hanged in
Wandsworth prison.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be left hanging—1. (of people) be kept waiting for a de-
cision or answer: 1 was left hanging for three weeks before I got
a call offering me the job. 2. (of a decision, answer, etc.) be de-
layed or not dealt with: The result is an alienated monologue
in which comments are left hanging without response.

be hung—1. (of paintings) be exhibited in a gallery, etc.: The
members of the Academy were granted the privilege of retouch-
ing their pictures after they were hung. 2. (s/.) feel annoyed:
Fred is hung and looking for somebody to take it out on.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be well-hung—1. (of meat or game) hung long enough to
mature: The grouse was well hung, and rare.... The meat had
a clean taste set off by creamy avocado custard. 2. (in the phrase
“one’s tongue is well hung”) one is able ro speak with ease: Her
tongue was well hung; but she must answer the questions he
asked, and say nothing more. 3. (coarse sl.) used of a man with
large genitals: For a boy of fifteen he was well-hung with a
good crop of sandy pubic hair.

See also: be hung over / hang over.

be hardly out of the shell ® come out of one’s shell

be hardly out of the shell— be too young and inexperienced:
You are hardly out of the shell and already you have the temer-
ity to question the authority of the Talmud!

come out of one’s shell — (also: crawl out of one’s shell) become
more sociable and outgoing: Under the soothing influence of
coffee and tobacco, he came out of his shell. Cf.: go into one’s
shell— (also: retire into one’s shell) become shy, quiet, or reserved:
Every time the subject was raised, her son would go into his
shell again.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
come out of the closet—admit openly smth. previously kept
secret because one is ashamed or embarrassed about it: She has
decided to come out of the closet today and discuss her life as
lesbian.

be headstrong ® have a strong head
be headstrong—be self-willed and obstinate: George Eliot’s



be heartless

young country hero is headstrong and arrogant, and sees the
world in black and white.

have a strong head— (coll.) be not easily intoxicated by
liquor: I could drink as much as the best of them and I had,
for such a youngster, a tolerable strong head.

Note: a) Neither expression correlates in meaning with the
phrase be strong-minded— be resolute and determined: Every-
one describes him in a similar way — to say that Clarence was
strong minded, had a strong personality, was strong willed.

b) Neither expression is antonymous in meaning to the phrase
be weak in the head— (coll.) be mentally retarded (also: be soft
in the head): When he stopped speaking his mouth hung open
... I realized that he was weak in the head.

be heartless ® not have the heart

be heartless—be callous, unfeeling, or cruel: He made up
his mind that I was heartless and selfish.

not have the heart— (also: have no heart) 1. have no inclina-
tion or enthusiasm for smth.: It was the most miserable meal

.. and I had not the heart to propose the Loyal Toast at the

end. 2. be not cruel or courageous enough to do smth.: I
should scold you but I am so glad to see you that I have not
the heart.

be high as a kite ¢ fly one’s kite high

be high as a kite—(5l.) 1. be very excited or exhilarated: I
was as high as a kite and full of the joys of spring. The day
was good and getting better.... 2. be very drunk or affected
by drugs: When I put you to bed you were high as a kite on
vodka.

fly one’s kite high—have high ambitions: Those who fly their
kite too high may come to grief.

be hooked ® go on the hook

be hooked—(sl.) 1. be very dependent or keen on smth.:
We're not so hooked on the church, except for those born-
again Christians. 2. be addicted to smth.: It’s too depressing
when you're hooked, besides a girl looks terrible on heroin. 3.
be captivated or charmed: Let me tell you, she’s really some-
thing. Oh, boy, was I hooked.

go on the hook—(U.S. sl.) get into debt: You'll go on the
hook for one of those eighty-dollar sports car coats and a ten
dollar cap.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase get the hook— (5.) be removed from a position; be uncer-
emoniously dismissed: The late Jimmy Snyder got the hook for
racially insensitive remarks.

See also: get oneself off the hook / go off the hooks.

be housebroken ¢ break into a house

be housebroken— (of pet animals) be clean in the house
(going outside to relieve themselves): This Doberman is
housebroken, good on a leash and very intelligent.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be from a broken home— (of a child) come from a family
in which the parents have separated or divorced: Hailey is from
a broken home, and her longing for her father is palpable
when she holds up a framed photo of her family.

break into a house—force an entrance into a house with
criminal intent: Police are still searching for two men who
broke into a house on Parvins Mill Road.

be hung over ® hang over

be hung over—(sl.) suffer from a hangover: Do not allow
anyone to operate a forklift who is under the influence of al-
cohol or is hung over.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be hung up— (s1.) 1. be bewildered or mentally confused:
He was more than a little hung up, stupid from lack of sleep,
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worried about his work. 2. be delayed or stopped by smih.: In-
cidentally, I would have been here much sooner, but I got
hung up.

hang over — (of customs, traditions, etc.) remain from the past:
There’s arrogance that hangs over from the days of Empire,
that tells us we don’t have to speak a foreign language.

See also: be hanged | be hung.

be hung up on someone ® hang up on someone

be hung up on someone— (sl.) be strongly attracted by a per-
son: The girl is really hung up on that musician.

hang up on someone—put a telephone receiver down before
one’s partner has finished speaking: She hung up on him, and
left him feeling like a spanked child.

be in a fix * fix is in, the

be in a fix—(coll.) be in a predicament or difficult situation:
So [ was in a fix. I didn’t want to return until I had contacted
them and I couldn’t find them.

fox is in, the—(sl.) the case or other matter has already been
dishonestly decided: We failed to realize that we were playing
by their rules — and the fix was in from the beginning!

be in a flutter ® have a flutter

be in a flutter—1. (also: be all of a flutter) be in a very nerv-
ous, confused, or excited state: The concert is coming soon.
I'm in a flutter. 2. (of @ room, etc.) be in a disordered or untidy
state: Let me never see this room in a flutter again.

have a flutter—(coll.) gamble on a small scale: The oppor-
tunities of the share market were open.... Men and youths,
women and maidens, all could have a “flutter.”

be in a war © be in the wars

be in a war—1. (of a nation) be in the state of war (also: be
at war): We are now in a war to the death with the German
Empire. 2. participate in a military campaign: They are on
the point of putting up a war memorial, though none of the
people who were in the war want it.

be in the wars— (Perfect Tense) 1. show signs of rough treat-
ment or injury as a result of fighting, etc.: The boy looks as if
he has been in the wars. 2. be in bad shape, having had a lot
of misfortunes: Terry’s been in the wars a bit since his racing
career ended — his wife left him and he became an alcoholic.

be in bad taste ® taste bad
be in bad taste— (of a joke, picture, etc.) be slightly indecent
or distasteful: I can’t for the life of me understand what is in
bad taste about it. It is a photo of something that took place.
taste bad— (usually of food)—have an unpleasant taste: That
is not to say that instant coffee tastes bad, it’s not Starbucks
of course, but it also doesn’t cost five bucks.

be in deep waters ® do a deep dive

be in deep waters— (also: be in deep water) be in trouble or
serious financial difficulties: Spence inspected the books and
realised the mining company was in deep waters with the
falling copper prices.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be too deep for someone— be too difficult or complicated
for a person to understand or deal with successfully: Perhaps the
subject is too deep for me. Or the statements of the ancients
too obscure and incoherent...

do a deep dive—explore an issue or subject in-depth: I felt
that this book did a deep dive on many topics that other books
just briefly introduced.

be in Dutch with someone ® go Dutch with some-
one
be in Dutch with someone — (dated) be in trouble or disfavor
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with a person: Maybe Barn will fire me when he knows 'm in
Dutch with his family.

g0 Dutch with someone —share the cost of a meal, drink, etc.
with a person: Although going Dutch is un-Korean, many
young Koreans do go Dutch with their western friends. Cf.:
Dutch treat— one at which each person contributes his or her own
share: They each paid an equal share of the wedding, as it was
a Dutch treat.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase do the Dutch— (sl.) commit suicide: Milan is asked by
William Carnine to find out why his daughter, Ellen, com-
mitted suicide (“did the Dutch”) by jumping off a bridge.

be in heaven © be in the skies

be in heaven— (of dead people) be in the heavenly kingdom
and celestial paradise: I know that Angela, who is now in
heaven and wonderfully happy, forgives him, and I forgive
him too.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase drop from heaven— (also: drop from the skies) appear
unexpectedly as if by magic: A fulfilling marriage does not drop
from heaven. It becomes fulfilling when it’s tended like a beau-
tiful garden.

be in the skies—(also: be in the clouds) be given to day-
dreaming; not act according to the realities of life: You were
always in the skies absorbed in your passion for art, and far
removed from all base mundane interests.

be in luck ® one’s luck is in

be in luck—be lucky about smth. on this one occasion:
You’re in luck — the very car you want has just come in.

one’s luck is in—enjoy a period of good luck: I think I'll put
some money on the next race, while my luck is in.

be in murky waters ® fish in murky waters

be in murky waters—said of a confused situation where peo-
ple may behave in morally questionable ways: Patton is now
trying to continue running the government without the benefit
of a budget. This puts him in murky waters.... Cf.: muddy the
waters — make the situation less clear: Announcements that parts
of this or that sector are to be sold, followed by a retraction
just a few days later, serve only to muddy the waters.

fish in murky waters— (also: fish in troubled waters) take ad-
vantage of a confused or dubious situation: The state has not
been careful with its land, which only serves the interest of
those who like to fish in murky waters.

be in progress ® make progress

be in progress—be done or made; be under way: Discussions
were in progress for “an aerobus” to provide cheap travel for
large numbers.

make progress—advance or develop towards a better state:
As the days went along, I found myself perking up a bit. I

seemed to be making progress.

be in someone’s blood ® run in someone’s blood
be in someone’s blood—act as an essential factor for smb.’s
character and life style: Although my music is not specifically
about Tanzania, I feel its influence because it’s in my blood.
run in someone’s blood—be typical of a person’s family or
ancestors: Tiger training runs in his blood. His grandfather
trained tigers, and his uncles carried on the tradition.

be in someone’s shoes ° fill someone’s shoes

be in someone’s shoes—be in smb.’s usually unfortunate sit-
uation: I wouldn’t like to be in your shoes when he finds out
that you have deceived him. Cf: walk a mile in someone’s
shoes— used to imply that one has to experience life from another
person’s perspective to truly understand him: “You never really

be in the same boat

know a man till you walk a mile in his shoes,” says Atticus,
who is defending an innocent black man.

Jill someone’s shoes—successfully take over smb.’s responsi-
bilities (usually with the implication that the person is going to
be hard to replace): She’s very capable. I can’t think of anyone
at this moment who can fill her shoes.

See also: put oneself in someone’s shoes / step into someone’s
shoes.

be in stitches ® not have a stitch on

be in stitches—(coll.) be laughing noisily and deeply: We
were in stitches! You'll be in stitches too when you see him on
the stage!

not have a stitch on—have no clothes on: Little Tommy
spent most of the time running around the pool with not a
stitch on.

be in the clouds ® be on cloud seven

be in the clouds—(also: be in the skies) be given to day-
dreaming; not act according to the realities of life: I'm so prac-
tical, a little too solid perhaps, while you are, and always will
be, in the clouds.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase drop from the clouds— (also: drop from the skies) appear
unexpectedly as if by magic: We were fired upon from behind
houses and barns by marksmen, who seemed to “drop from
the clouds.”

be on cloud seven— (also: be on cloud nine) be extremely
happy or euphoric: She was on cloud seven. Gary was the
prize catch who could have had any girl he wanted, but he
asked her, instead.

be in the club ¢ join the club

be in the club— (coll.) become pregnant (also: be in the pud-
ding club): When the doctor told me I was in the club I told
him he was daft — that I'd never — well, you know.

Jjoin the club—1. (also: join the crowd) is used to tell that one
has already had a similar, usually unfavorable, experience: You
think you'll never be out of debt? Join the club. 2. be one of
a number of people sharing smth. in common: Men knew she
was available to anyone who cared to take her out for an eve-
ning. Peter had avoided joining the club. 3. = be in the club:
It was not long into my girlfriend’s pregnancy that I realized
it was not going to be fun. Between the time she “joined the
club” and us knowing about it, she went decidedly mad.

be in the race ® make the race

be in the race—1. compete for smth. such as public office,
etc.: Morris Udall, the “liberal-progressive” spear carrier, will
have to win to stay in the race. 2. (negat.) not have a chance
of winning or obtaining smth.: A few years ago he wouldnt
have been in the race to own a car like that.

make the race— = be in the race I: He might perhaps consider

making the Senate race.

be in the running ® make the running

be in the running—compete for smth. such as fame, smb.’s
affections, etc.: A month before Joyce married Hal, three of
Joyce’s boy friends seemed to be still in the running. Cf: be
out of the running— fail to achieve success as a contender: Hal-
liburton is now out of the running for bids on lucrative con-
struction contracts.

make the running—1. lead over one’s competitors in a con-
test, etc.: The early leaders drop back and allow others to
make the running. 2. (also: do the running) show initiative;
make sure that things get done: He is unsure of himself, half-
frightened of the girl, so she has to make the running.

be in the same boat ° sail in the same boat
be in the same boat— (also: be in the same box) be in the same,



be in the swim

usually unfavorable, position: When John told her how poor
he was she said that she was in the same boat.

sail in the same boar—act together; make common cause
with a person: If I were you I wouldn'’t sail in the same boat
with someone as corrupt as he is.

be in the swim ® swim with the stream

be in the swim— have interest or active role in modern life
and social activities: The need to be in the swim —up to
date — might not have been the least of our driving forces for
general progress.

swim with the stream— (also: float with the stream) act as the
majority of people do; behave in a conventional way: Those
who prefer to swim with the stream are numerous everywhere.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come on stream— (also: go on stream) be in active oper-
ation: The second phase of the airport will come on stream in
two years.

be in the wind ° hang in the wind

be in the wind—1. (also: be in the air) be rumored or sus-
pected: Everyone in the industry knew that a change was in
the wind. 2. (5.) be alcohol intoxicated: I am not in the wind
... for you see I'm perfectly sober.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase in a breeze— (coll.) easily, without visible effort: It had
been a battle of the sexes and the girls had won in a breeze!
No contest really: Girls 4 — Boys nil!

hang in the wind—show signs of uncertainty; hesitate: She

waited for what was coming. But he hung in the wind.

be in the wrong ® be wrong

be in the wrong—act in a way not morally justifiable: In all
questions between a government and an individual, the pre-
sumption is that the government is in the wrong.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be in the wrong box— (UK coll.) be in a wrong position
and so in difficulty or trouble: Mr. O’shea, if you report what a
private member says to you then you will be in the wrong box.

be wrong—have the wrong idea or opinion; be incorrect in
one’s statements, etc.: None of us are so proud as never to

confess that we are wrong.

be in trouble ¢ have trouble

be in trouble—1. be in a difficult or dangerous situation:
The Youth Board finds the youngsters who are in trouble and
begins to work with them. 2. (euph., of an unmarried woman)
be pregnant: She said she consented to be married to the pris-
oner as she believed she was in trouble.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be troubled—1. be put ro the inconvenience of doing
smth.: Mineralogists have often been troubled to distinguish
with certainty between apatite and nephelin. 2. be anxious or
concerned: The King was troubled, lest this eloquent man
should shake his resolution.

have trouble— experience serious problems: The telegraph
lines began to have trouble, and for a while the experts couldn’t
figure out what was the matter.

be in trouble with someone ® have trouble with
someone

be in trouble with someone—suffer unhappiness or have
problems because of smb.: He has been in trouble with the
police arising out of his activities with the British Israelites.

have trouble with someone—1. have problems with smb. be-
cause of this person’s behavior: The Post Office is having much
trouble with people who underpay their letters. 2. = be in
trouble with someone: This wasn’t the first time that my family
have had trouble with the police.
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be in waiting ° lie in wait

be in waiting—1. be in attendance on a person of rank: Es-
mond’s friend, Dick Steele, who was in waiting on the Prince,
heard the controversy between the ladies at court. 2. be ready
for service: Dr Sinclair, who was in waiting, had the man
carefully examined, and it is wonderful to say no bones were
broken.

lie in wair—remain hidden while preparing to attack: Police
yesterday fired tear gas into a car to immobilize a couple alleged
to be lying in wait to rob a cash-filled armoured van.

be in want ® be wanting

be in want—be destitute; live in poverty: Many people are
now out of work and in want.

be wanting—be deficient or inadequate: Nothing will be
wanting to render your stay agreeable.

be in with someone ® be with someone

be in with someone— (coll., also: be on the in with someone)
be on friendly or familiar terms with a person: We go along
for a drink occasionally, but we're not really in with the people
staying there. Cf.: be out with someone— (coll., also: be on the
outs with someone) be no longer friendly with a person: He is out
with his former friend and in with his former adversary.

be with someone— (coll.) 1. pay attention to what a person is
saying: Are you still with me — or shall I go over it again? 2.
support a person; back smb. up: If you do decide to oppose
him, then we’re with you all the way!

See also: have an in with someone / have it in for someone.

be interested in someone ® have an interest in
someone

be interested in someone—be keen to know or learn about a
person: I do not suppose that George was interested in Steven-
son as a writing man.

have an interest in someone—concern oneself about or sym-
pathize with smb.: She happens to be my only sister’s child
and T have an interest in her.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
interest oneself for someone— seek attention for another person:
I will interest myself for you and try to obtain a promise of
the post.

be laid low ° lie low

be laid low—1. (of a disease or injury) cause a person to take
to bed: I've been laid low with this cough most of the winter.
2. be defeated or forced into a humble position: Kidd was laid
low by an incredible run of sheer bad luck.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be low— feel weak or depressed; be in low spirits: 1 am low
today. What is it that makes one day good and another bad?

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
be laid up—1. = be laid low I: The test pilot, Robert Turner,
was laid up with back injuries for months. 2. (of @ ship) be put
in dock, as for repairs: In 1910 she stranded in Singapore and
was laid up with hull damage.

lie low —keep a low profile; try to be inconspicuous: Sarah
decided to lie low until the train got underway again.

be left in peace © rest in peace
be left in peace—Dbe free from interference or coercion: These
men should be left in peace for they have served their time.
rest in peace—(euph.) said of smb. dead and buried: My
grandparents, who now rest in peace, loved Halloween.

be loaded © be loaded for bear

be loaded—(U.S. sl.) 1. be under the influence of drugs or
alcohol: I'm not loaded. I'm just a little tipsy. 2. be very rich:
Mr. Wilson is loaded, but he is also generous with his money.
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be loaded for bear—(U.S. sl.) 1. = be loaded I: Marines are
always loaded for bear, and get nicked once in a while. 2.
ready for the hardest problems: 'm loaded for bear, and that’s
good because this is going to be a rough day. 3. very angry:
By the time he finished talking, I was loaded for bear.

be loath to do something ® loathe doing some-
thing

be loath to do something—be unwilling to do smth.: Perhaps
you have to ease back on your workload, something most
physicians are loath to do.

loathe doing something—have an intense aversion for doing
smth.: Thank you for leaving the kitchen so clean and tidy, a
job I loath doing after a party.

be milk toast ® be toast

be milk toast—(U.S. sl., pejor.) be a timid person who is
afraid to assert himself: He will have frequent battles with
hospital officials.... A doctor who never gets into scraps with
those around him is a milk toast.

be toast—(U.S. sl.) said of a person who will not succeed or
will be in deep trouble: They may have gotten him in a posi-
tion where if he doesn’t really shine in those debates, he is
toast.

be mixed up ® mix it up

be mixed up — (coll.) be confused in one’s feelings: No won-
der the boy turned criminal, he had been mixed up all through
his childhood.

mix it up — (sI.) argue or exchange criticisms; quarrel vigor-
ously: Shaffer was aggressive and didn’t mind mixing it up
when she had to.

be nettled ® be on nettles

be nettled—be vexed or angered: Becker was nettled at the
groan from those around the table. “I know it’s a lot of money,
but this is necessary.”

be on nettles—be impatient or anxious: Some of them were
on nettles till they learned your name was Dickson.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
grasp the nettle—take decisive or bold action: It was hoped
that, grasping the nettle with resolution, he might suffer no

evil results.

be nobody’s business ¢ like nobody’s business

be nobody’s business—said of smth. that does not concern
anyone: I look like death warmed up and what I feel is no-
body’s business.

like nobody’s business— (coll.) said of an activity done with
great energy or enthusiasm: “He can sing like nobody’s busi-
ness,” said Stoker.

be none of someone’s business ® have no business
to do something

be none of someone’s business—said of smth. that does not
concern a person: She’s not his girlfriend, and this matter is
none of his business.

have no business to do smth.—have no right to do smth.:

This woman had no business to publish his private letters to
her.

be of one mind ¢ be single-minded

be of one mind— (of two or more people) be in complete agree-
ment; think alike: Upon sober reflection, I cannot say that I
am of one mind with the pastor.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be in two minds— (also: be in rwenty minds) feel doubrful
or hesitate about smth.: 1 am still in two minds whether to take
the house or not.

be on one’s last legs

be single-minded—have but one purpose; concentrate on ac-
complishing only one task: Isabella was single-minded in her

determination to cause Blanche as much trouble as possible.

be off one’s legs ® be run off one’s legs

be off one’s legs—be resting: She didn’t know how long she
could manage it, but for the time being at least she was off her
legs.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be on one’s legs— (also: be on one’s feet) 1. be standing up
while working: His sciatica bothers him mainly after being on
his legs all day. 2. get up (to speak, etc.): “It’s a lie!” Foe was on
his legs, and he fairly shouted it. 3. recover after an illness:
Willie is now in the Middlesex Military Hospital.... He is
progressing favorably and soon hopes to be on his legs again.

be run off one’s legs— (also: be rushed off one’s legs) be tired to
the point of exhaustion: The servers were run off their legs
trying to keep the buffet tables supplied.

be off one’s nana © lose one’s nana

be off one’s nana— (Austral. sl.) be mentally deranged: We've
learned to laugh at our predicament. If we hadn’t we'd all be
off our nanas.

lose one’s nana— (Austral. sl.) lose one’s temper: Lost my
nana with a couple of customers tonight and wish I hadn’t.

be off one’s nut © get one’s nuts off
be off one’s nut—(sl.) be out of one’s mind; be insane: But
is the master off his nut that he has her down here to stay?
get one’s nuts off — (coarse sl.) obtain sexual release: Screwin’
my white friend’s black wife makes me feel even better. Makes

me get my nuts off.
be on a high © be on a high horse

be on a high— (coll.) have a feeling of great excitement and
happiness: The team are definitely on a high at the moment
so we will go to Bahrain feeling very optimistic.

be on a high horse—be very dignified and formal: Every sin-
gle person I spoke to was on a high horse and treated me like

they were doing me a favor.

be on all fours ® hit on all four

be on all fours—1. crawl on one’s hands and knees: Claud
slipped through the hedge on all fours and I followed. 2. (coll.)
correspond or harmonize with smth.: The railways maintain
that conditions in Great Britain and America are not on all
fours.

hit on all four— (coll.) work most efficiently (also: hit on all
six): If we can hit on all four, we can provide incredible value
for our members.

be on home ground ¢ play away from home

be on home ground— (also: be on one’s own ground) 1. be in
the area where one works or lives (with the implication that it
makes a person feel confident and secure): 1 was sad to see Ar-
gentina lose on penalties. They were doing pretty well con-
sidering the Germans were on home ground. 2. be competent
in a subject because one is thoroughly familiar with it (with
the implication that it makes a person feel relaxed and comfort-
able): Here he is on home ground, spinning webs of excellent
dialogues around incidents, holding the spectator spellbound.
Here he is at his professional best.

play away from home— (coll.) have an affair on the side: Pink
allegedly agreed that Carey could “play away from home” while

she is on tour.

be on one’s last legs © be the last leg
be on one’s last legs—be at the end of one’s resources and
failing fast: At this point I was on my last legs ... I would



be on one’s own ground

have loved nothing more than to have stopped for a rest. Cf.:
need new legs— (also: need fresh legs) 1. be in need of rest: 1 think
I need new legs from all the walking we did. 2. (Sporz) need
players who are young: We need new legs on the team. Veterans
are great, but the youth has so much more potential.

be the last leg—be the last part of a trip (separated from
other parts by a period of rest, etc.): We were tired but this

was the last leg of our journey.

be on one’s own ground ¢ stand on one’s native
soil

be on one’s own ground— (also: be on home ground) 1. be in
the area where one works or lives (with the implication that it
makes a person feel confident and secure): Whenever possible he
liked to make a point of talking to drug users on their own
ground. 2. be competent in a subject because one is thoroughly
familiar with it (with the implication that it makes a person feel
relaxed and comfortable): And where he is on his own ground,
as in the chapters dealing with family life, he exercises his
well-known mastery of observation.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase stand one’s own ground— (also: hold one’s ground)
maintain one’s firm position in an argument, etc: Perry discov-
ered that he could stand his own ground and still be respected.

stand on one’s native soil— be in the land of one’s birth: Tam
looking forward to going back to France and standing once

more on my native soil.

be on overtime ® be over one’s time

be on overtime—work after the usual working hours: The
men stayed locked up for two hours until their boss agreed
they would repair the faulty central heating immediately —
on overtime.

be over one’s time— (of a woman) be late in menstruating
(the usual implication being that of unwanted pregnancy): “A
fine father and mentor you are. Don’t even realize that she is
over her time,” he cursed himself...

be on pins and needles ® have pins and needles

be on pins and needles— (coll.) be in the state of agitated ex-
pectancy: We had been on pins and needles all day long until
we received her telegram.

Note: a) The expression does not correlate in meaning with
the phrase be on one’s pins— (coll.) be on one’s feet; be in good
health: When I came home after a number of years, I was glad
that mother was still on her pins.

b) The expression does not correlate in meaning with the phrase
be on the needle—(sl.) be addicted to injectable drugs: My
brother’s on the needle, and I want to help him.

have pins and needles—have a pricking tingling sensation in
a limb: I have had pins and needles in my left hand for about

two weeks now.

be on the fiddle ¢ fiddle about

be on the fiddle—(s.) be involved in illicit money-making
activities: As it was day-time, everyone in the coffee bar was
on the dole or on the fiddle.

foddle about— (coll.) mess about or waste time: I've been fid-
dling about for ages trying to get the windscreen washers to
work properly.

be on the hop ® go on the hop

be on the hop—(coll.) 1. be very busy: I'd been on the hop
ever since morning, for being in love with Anita was a stren-
uous calling. 2. play truant; stay away from school, etc.: Re-
member that day I was on the hop from school? I went down
to the city that day...

go on the hop— = be on the hop 2: Ronan used to go “on the
hop” (skipping school) when he was a teenager.
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Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
catch someone on the hop— (coll.) catch a person unprepared;

take smb. by surprise: You've caught me on the hop, I'm
afraid — give me five minutes to get ready.

be on the look-out for something  look out for
something

be on the look-out for something—be watchful wishing to
find or acquire smth.: Restaurant manager Jose Padilla is al-
ways on the look-out for something new for his customers.

look out for something— (also: watch out for something) 1. be
on the alert for smth. harmful or dangerous: There were signs
everywhere warning people to look out for falling rocks. 2. =
be on the look-out for something: I've been looking out for a
new job for six months. 3. take care of smth.; protect smth.
from harm: When this young man is away from his home, I
look out for his property.

See also: outlook for something / outlook on something.

be on the mend ® mend one’s ways

be on the mend—1. be getting better after illness: He has
been on the mend under the excellent care by his wife Phyllis.
2. (of things) improve: The economy has been on the mend
since the data in the report was gathered.

mend one’s ways—improve one’s behavior, work, etc.: He is
unlikely to mend his ways unless he is forced to do so.

be on the sick ® be sick
be on the sick— (coll.) be on sick list; receive sickness benefit:
Dad used to be on the sick for a long time and couldn’t work.
be sick—1. be unwell; be affected by illness: When she was
sick he wanted her to get the best doctor. 2. (have an inclina-
tion to) vomit: “Ouch!” said Joss and looked as if she would
be sick again.

be on the side of the angels ® join the angels

be on the side of the angels—be on the side that is morally
right: His motivation to stop whaling is on the side of the an-
gels and I share it.

join the angels— (euph.) die: They were all children once.
One day, sooner or later they will all join the angels beyond
the garden of death.

be on the top line ® sweat on the top line

be on the top line—(coll.) be in the highest state of perfec-
tion, readiness, etc.: It cannot be but harmful to the patient
to be attended by a doctor who through sheer exhaustion is
not on the top line.

sweat on the top-line— (sl.) be close to attaining or obtaining
smth.: Here was I sort of sweating on the top line, and I finally
got the offer about two days before my time at British Steel
expired.

be on the verge of something ® verge on something

be on the verge of something—be on the point beyond which
smth. bad happens: The country was on the verge of ruin; the
revolution was a matter of months.

verge on something—1. border on a particular area: The rear
of the park verges on the river. You can see the railroad bridge
downstream.... 2. resemble smth.; be similar to smth.: To
cling to this idea when it has been shown a thousand times to

be erroneous verges on stupidity.

be on the wire ® be on wires

be on the wire— (dated) be speaking on the telephone (a/so:
be over the wire): He ought to have spoken to Nunez about
the broken chain while he was on the wire.

be on wires—(coll.) be in a state of nervous excitement or
agitation: “I could not sleep,” began the Countess. “I was all,
as you say, on wires.”
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Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase be wired—1. be carrying a hidden communications
device connecting to other people: Rodriguez was convicted for
receiving bribes from an undercover agent who was wired. 2.
(of premises) be equipped with a microphone, loudspeakers, etc.,
to transmit sound: The hall was wired with miles of cables,
computer monitors, and loudspeakers to showcase new music.
3. be programmed like a robot to do smth.: Remember, he’s
wired to kill and rape everything in sight —and he knows how
to dispose of the body! 4. (coll.) = be on wires: Some nights he
is so wired until he comes to bed but can’t sleep, so he is just
watching TV for hours.

be on top of someone ® top someone

be on top of someone—1. (of an approaching vehicle) suddenly
come too close to a person: It was raining and I couldn’t see
anything until the car was right on top of me and I dove out
of the way. 2. said of a small space where people find it difficult
to have any privacy: He still lives in Downsea. Near enough
for me to babysit but not so close that we're on top of him. 3.
said of smth. involving more work than one can cope with:
By no stretch of the imagination could our work have been
termed exhausting, but it was always on top of you.

top someone—]1. exceed a person in height or weight: She
was so tall that she topped her father by a head. 2. have the
supremacy over smb.: Dance in movies begins with Fred As-
taire, and no one has ever really topped him. 3. (s/.) kill a per-
son: Tom King wasn’t a good enough character to warrant
months of interest in who topped him.

be one too many © have one too many

be one too many —(coll.) be more than a match for a person:
I venture to prophesy that, between us, we shall be one too
many for the Colonel.

have one too many— (coll.) take more alcohol than one can
drink: The man was a little tipsy; it looked like he had had
one too many for complete control of his faculties.

be oneself * be oneself again

be oneself—behave in a way that is natural, especially in
contrast to the affected manner: I wish you wouldn’t act the
sophisticated lady. You're far nicer when you are just being
yourself.

be oneself again—be in one’s normal condition of mind and
body after an illness, emotional stress, etc.: After such a long
illness, it’s good to be myself again.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
be full of oneself— be impressed with one’s own work; be too
proud of oneself: Karl is so full of himself. He is a good designer,
but I'm so sick of his personality.

be out of one’s brain ¢ have brains

be out of one’s brain— (s.) be very drunk (also: be out of one’s
scull): By the time I arrived at the party he was out of his
brain.

have brains—(coll.) be very smart and intelligent: Don’t be
fooled by her pretty appearance alone, this girl has brains to
match!

be out of spirits ® lose all spirit

be out of spirits—be dejected or depressed: I was out of spir-
its at the thought of leaving all my family and friends for so
long a time.

lose all spirit—lose courage or confidence: The lad had been
so badly treated, that he had lost all spirit.

be out of the ball park ® knock it out of the ball
park
be out of the ball park— (coll.) 1. be not close to the correct

be put into execution

amount or number: Their budget “estimates” are out of the
ballpark and too high in my opinion. 2. be beyond the bound-
aries of what is acceptable or possible: The project makes sense
only with those recommendations, otherwise, it is out of the
ball park.

knock it out of the ball park— (coll.) do smth. exceptionally
well (also: hit it out of the ball park): The film stars Uma Thur-

man who can take a strong female role and knock it out of the

ball park.

be out of the woods ° take to the woods

be out of the woods— (often negat.) be finally free from trou-
ble or difhculties (also: be out of the wood): The Prime Minister
is by no means out of the woods, and must fight to defend his
leadership.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come out of the woodwork— appear as though out of
nowhere, especially in large numbers: He won the lottery and
has had old “friends” and distant relatives coming out of the
woodwork ever since.

take to the woods— run away from one’s responsibilities; get
away from trouble and hide: When trouble comes, wise men
take to their work; weak men take to the woods.

be over someone’s head ® hang over someone’s
head

be over someone’s head — (also: be above someone’s head) said
of smth. too difficult to understand: I bought a handful of
photographic magazines and when I got home to read them,
I found they were completely over my head.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be in over one’s head— be involved in a situation too
difficult to deal with: He realized that he was in over his head,
and that only his family could help him.

hang over someone’s head— (of an evil, calamity, etc.) hover
over a person; be imminent: Celia Palmer had been acquitted
of all the gravest charges hanging over her head this long time.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
hold something over someone’s head— remind a person of his
mistake or failure: If I turned up late, my parents would hold
it over my head for the rest of my life, but if it’s Taylor, well
there’s always the exception.

be pleased with oneself ® please oneself

be pleased with oneself—be much satisfied with what one
does: He was very pleased with himself after he had passed his
driving test.

please oneself—do whatever one likes, without having to
obey others: We don’t have to be back by a certain time; we

can just please ourselves.

be poorly ® be poorly off

be poorly—be feeling unwell: “Kate, your mistress is poorly
this morning, and prefers you not go in to her.” “Poorly? Oh,
but sir, she will want her tea...”

be poorly off —have very little money: Many of the Africans
who came here as refugees more than a decade ago are still

poorly off.

be put into execution ® be put to execution

be put into execution — (also: be carried into execution) be car-
ried out: The plan was put into execution and this was the
beginning of the manufacture of woolen fabrics.

be put to execution—1. = be put into execution: The plan was
put to execution, and the group of three moved down, along-
side of the rocky wall. 2. suffer the penalty of death: Michael
Malik was put to execution in Trinidad. He was accused of
murdering a British woman Gale Benson...



be put up against the wall

be put up against the wall ® be up against the wall

be put up against the wall—said of smb. about to be executed
by shooting: His appeal was turned down.... The day came
round and he was put up against the wall to be shot.

be up against the wall— (also: have one’s back against the wall)
have run out of options; be pushed to the last extremity: When
I was up against the wall and couldn’t pay my bills, I knew I
had to do something.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase come up against a blank wall—(also: come up against
a brick wall) encounter an insurmountable obstacle or difficulty:
‘We come up against a blank wall. There is a total unwilling-

ness to hear our side of the story.

be quit of someone ® be quits with someone

be quit of someone—be free or rid of a person: “On the
whole,” she continued thoughtfully, “it would be much better
if he died. I mean, I'd feel more finally quit of him.”

be quits with someone—be even with smb. by repaying a
debt or by means of retaliation: He was quits with all the
world, and loved others as little as he thought they loved him.

be reflected in something © reflect on something

be reflected in something—be clearly shown in smth.: The
low level of interest in the election has been reflected in the
unwillingness of the citizens to vote.

reflect on something—bring smth. into question or disfavor:
Your behavior reflects on the good name of the school.

be related to someone © relate to someone
be related to someone —be connected by family to smb.: Tam
distantly related to the Rochesters by the mother’s side.
relate to someone—1. concern a person: When it doesn’t relate
to me I can't find the energy to worry about it. 2. communicate
or deal with other people: Children need to learn to relate to
other children.

be ringed © be rung

be ringed—1. be encircled or surrounded: The village was
ringed by a wall of sharp-thorned acacia branches woven
tightly together. 2. (of birds) have a numbered ring attached
to their legs, so that various aspects of the bird’s life can be
studied: The first birds to be ringed in southern Africa were
Cape Griffons.

be rung— (of a bell, gong, etc.) be caused to sound: The first
peal in North America was rung at Christ Church, Philadel-
phia, in 1850.

be seated ® be unseated

be seated—1. (imper.) is used as an invitation to sit down:
Thank you all for being here today and please be seated. 2. be
placed in a chair or other seat: Once they were seated in her
office, she started to explain the problem. 3. be established in
a position of power or authority: Churchill won and was
seated as a Liberal member in the 1906 election.

be unseated—be removed from office: No first-term gover-
nor has been unseated in the state since 1918.

be set on doing something © be set to do some-
thing

be set on doing something—be determined to do smth.:
Roberts was outraged, and thereafter he and Nieuwendyk were
set on leaving the team.

be set to do something—Dbe ready and prepared to do smth.:
We were set to enjoy the weekend in a deluxe room overlook-
ing Downtown Disney.

be soft in the head ¢ have a hard head
be soft in the head—(coll.) be foolish or mentally retarded
(also: be weak in the head): One of the curses of being a sci-
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ence-fiction writer is that unsophisticated people assume you
to be soft in the head.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be weak-minded— be not firm or resolute enough: He
was a good guy, but was manipulated.... I guess you could say
he was weak minded.

have a hard head—be practical and determined, not in-
fluenced by sentiments: He’s not the suit and tie you all think
he is. He has a hard head but he also has a heart.

be sold on someone ® be sold out to someone

be sold on someone—(U.S. coll.) be accepted by a person as
worthy: When we first moved in, our neighbors seemed cold
and unfriendly, but now we are sold on them. Cf.: be sold on
something— be persuaded to recognize the worth or desirability
of smth.: Parliament, and presumably the citizens, were sold
on the idea of creating the Child Support Agency.

be sold out to someone—(coll.) be betrayed deceitfully to
smb.: He had little support from the English aristocracy who
felt that they had been sold out to Rome.

be someone’s right-hand man © stay on the right
side of someone

be someone’s right-hand man—act as a person’s chief assis-
tant: 'm counting on you being my right-hand man.

stay on the right side of someone— (also: keep on the right side
of someone) continue to be friendly with smb.: It will pay you
to stay on the right side of the boss, as if you annoy him it
could cost you your job.

be stiff-necked ¢ have a stiff neck

be stiff-necked— (also: be hard-necked) be stubborn or
haughty: She was stiff-necked, but he would make her see rea-
son.

have a stiff neck—suffer from a condition in which the head
cannot be moved without pain: By the time the train pulled
into the station, he had a stiff neck and an aching back.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase have the neck— (coll.) have the insolence; be presumptu-
ous enough to do smth.: 1 asked her how she had the neck to
come to the area to open a community center, while she was
cutting community jobs.

be stuck for something ¢ be stuck on something

be stuck for something— (coll.) be unable to obtain smth.:
An undergraduate is no longer “stuck” for a dinner, a seat at
a play, a railroad ticket.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase stick up for something— (coll.) declare oneself in favor
of smth.; support a cause: 1 shall always like him the better for
“sticking up” for old New England.

be stuck on something— (coll.) feel a strong attraction to
smth.; be captivated with smth.: I am stuck on the idea that
what we are missing most in our culture today is truth.

be stuck on someone ® be stuck with someone

be stuck on someone — (5l.) feel a strong attraction to a person:
You'd say she was kind of stuck on the fellow at the first meet-
ing although it was a blind date.

be stuck with someone — (coll.) be unable to get rid of an un-
wanted person: The truly sad thing is that I am stuck with
him for the rest of my life.

be stuck up © be stuck-up

be stuck up—1. (sI.) said of an armed robbery: It was only
the previous night that he had been “stuck up,” with a pistol
at his head. 2. (¢coll.) be hindered from proceeding on a jour-
ney, etc.: Luckily, we got stuck up in a town and not in the
middle of nowhere.
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be stuck-up — (coll.) be conceited; insolently refusing to be
companionable: Most people when they meet me expect me

«

to be mean or “stuck-up” because of the title.

be taken ill ® take it ill

be taken ill—come down with a disease: The assigned at-
torney originally scheduled to try the case was taken ill sud-
denly.

take it ill— (formal) be offended: I beg you not to take it ll
that I failed to answer your greeting. My anger prevented a

reply...

be talked out © be talked out of something
be talked out—Dbe tired by talking: Well, you now know all
my opinions on the subject; my throat is dry, 'm talked out.
be talked out of something—be persuaded not to do smth.:
He had to be talked out of leaving at the beginning of this
week.

be the cock in the henhouse ¢ rule the roost

be the cock in the henhouse— said of a male in an all-female
environment: He made her tell patients that breast exposure
was a “normal procedure,” and referred to himself as “the only
cock in the henhouse.”

rule the roost—be the boss or manager, especially at home:
But who really rules the roost? Possibly his wife Sybil — equally
keen to be seen as a pillar of society and equally blinkered as
to life in the real world.

be there for me © be there or be square

be there for me—help me when I need it; be supportive:
They told us that they would be there for me and help me
through the difficult time I was about to face.

be there or be square—you better be there because everyone
of importance will be there: Cassidy is having a gallery open-
ing.... There’s an intimate dinner party immediately follow-
ing, so be there or be square.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
you had to be there— used to say that to appreciate the situation
you should have been there: There was such a feeling of solidar-
ity and unity and peacefulness, you had to be there to feel it.

be through something ¢ be through with some-
thing

be through something—endure smth.; live through a partic-
ular experience: These were experienced fishermen. They had
been through many storms on this sea before.

be through with something—1. eventually accomplish smth.:
When she was through with this aria, she asked the audience
to be silent, and then she spoke. 2. (¢co/l.) have had enough of
smth.; be tired of smth.: 'm through with this job; I must

find something more interesting.

be titanic ® go titanic

be titanic —said of smth. gigantic: Zana’s efforts are titanic.
Whatever be her motivation, no one can deny the importance
of what she has done.

go titanic— (sl.) not succeed; fail: An incident that happened
recently involved a joint project that nearly went titanic.

be too big for one’s boots ¢ fill one’s boots

be ro0 big for one’s boots— (also: be too big for one’s shoes) be
too proud and conceited: That showed ... his arrogance in
acting like a puffed up politician who is too big for his boots.

Jfill one’s boots— (UK coll.) 1. have or acquire as much of
smth. as one wants: Come on everybody, fill your boots, the
food is on the table. 2. score lots of goals: He would have
filled his boots in European football; it’s a shame that such a
player will end up with just one medal.

be used to doing something

be too far gone ® go too far

be too far gone—be in an advanced stage of a particular con-
dition (suffering from illness, etc.): We tried to make him un-
derstand, but he was too far gone to take in what we were say-
ing.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase be a bit gone—(sl.) be crazy or insane: The cook
scratched his head; he had a chat with the overseer afterwards,
and they agreed that the traveler was a bit gone.

go too far—go beyond the limits of what is considered rea-
sonable: If this was an olive branch, Dondolo was tempted to
take it, just because he had gone too far.

See also: go far / go far afield.

be under the cat’s paw ® make a cat’s paw of some-
one

be under the cat’s paw —live under the control of some dom-
ineering person: She might claim adulthood in every sense of
the word.... She would no longer be under the cat’s paw of
her stepmother.

make a cat’s paw of someone —make another person a tool or
instrument to accomplish one’s own purpose: She simply made
a cat’s-paw of you, Basil. I can see it now, darling, I did not
then.

be under the delusion ® be under the illusion

be under the delusion —1. hold a false opinion or belief: Any-
one who is under the delusion that corrupt governments are
only in the Third World has better think again. 2. hold a belief
that may be a symptom of madness: He was charged with
shoplifting but the man was under the delusion that the su-
permarket belonged to him.

be under the illusion— = be under the delusion I: Often our
world is under the illusion that power comes in the form of
money.

be up for something ® be up to something

be up for something—1. (of a house, car, etc.) intended for
sale or repairs: How long has this house been up for sale? 2.
be considered for a position, a job, etc.: I believe he’s up for
re-admission to the society at the next committee meeting. 3.
facing criminal charges: I hear the gardener is up for the rob-
bery at the big house. 4. (¢coll.) willing to do smth. or interested
in doing smth.: If you’re up for straight drinking, go to an
izakaya, usually explained as a Japanese pub.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase be hard up for something— be short of smth.; not have
enough of smeh.: 1 was hard up for cash so I was willing to do
whatever I could, within reason.

be up to something—1. feel well enough or be able to do
smth.: Mother hasn’t been up to much recently, while her leg
was bad. 2. be about to engage in smth. mischievous or rep-
rehensible: I felt sure he was up to no good when I saw him
hanging about the back door. 3. be well aware of smb.’s dis-
honest tricks, etc.: But surely, all that’s taken care of by the
customs authorities? They must be up to all the dodges. 4.
equal smth. in standard: I wonder whether his latest book was
up to your expectations?

See also: be down for something / be down to something.

be used to doing something ® used to do some-
thing

be used to doing something—be accustomed to doing smth.:
He is quite used to working hard.

used to do something—said of a constant or frequent practice
in the past: He used to come every Friday and order a pint of
bitter.




be welcome

be welcome ® be welcomed

be welcome—1. be gladly accepted in a particular place: You
will always be welcome here in our Academy, as a spectator or
a participant. 2. be generously permitted to do or have smth.:
If you and your family need the money that badly you are
welcome to it. 3. (Zronic) be allowed to have smth. burdensome
or unwanted: If you think you can do this job any better, you
are welcome.

be welcomed—be warmly greeted: As the Pope traveled
through the streets of Nazareth, he was welcomed by thou-
sands who crowded the streets cheering.

be well away © be well off

be well away—1. be a long way off (from a place): We truly
were well away from civilization, wild Africa at its very best!
2. (coll.) be very drunk: Bristow had a bottle of whisky and I
had one of gin so we were well away.

be well off —be financially comfortable: By central European
standards they are quite well-off. They have their own flat and

drive new cars.

be well connected ¢ have a good connection

be well connected—have relatives who hold important posi-
tions: He learnt from other sources that the Ernscliffes were
well connected.

have a good connection—have many customers, clients, etc.:

He set up in business and soon had a good connection.

be whole of mind ® be whole-minded

be whole of mind— (arch., formal) be mentally normal; be
of sound mind (used in wills and trusts): 1 Richard Ballard of
Orbye being whole of mind and perfect of remembrance make
my last will and testament.

Note: a) The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the
phrase whole of mind and body— safe and sound; unharmed:
We just hoped that he would come home from his tour whole
of mind and body.

b) The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the phrase
have half a mind— feel tempted or inclined to do something: 1
had halfa mind to drown myself then; but an odd wish to see
the whole adventure out ... restrained me.

be whole-minded —be completely dedicated to smth.: Even
if Bu Kiwon was crazy (which, of course, he was not), he ob-
viously was whole-minded enough to create trouble for the
League!

be wide of the mark ® come short of the mark

be wide of the mark — (also: be off the mark) be inaccurate or
erroneous in one’s judgment: The idea that the Israelis are
anxious to dictate a Carthaginian peace is ludicrously wide of
the mark.

come short of the mark— (also: fall short of the mark) fail to
attain some desired object or end: A perfectly good talk can
be ruined if your answers to questions come short of the mark.

be worth doing something ® be worthy of doing
something

be worth doing something—be good enough to justify spend-
ing one’s time on: This book is worth reading, but keep in
mind the saying “you shouldn’t believe everything you read.”

be worthy of doing something—Dbe of high level of excellence
to deserve smth.: I am still of the opinion that it is worthy of
reading by people who enjoy a good science fiction book.

be written in black and white ¢ see something in
black and white

be written in black and white—be put down in writing (as
a proof of smth.): The fact that I am gay is written down in
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black and white. I came out at teaching college and the fact
was put down in my personal file.

see something in black and white—see complex issues in sim-
ple terms of right and wrong: That is not, any more, an ac-
curate portrait of the society. People do not see these things
purely in black and white.

bear a resemblance to something ® bear a sem-
blance of something

bear a resemblance to something— (also: have a resemblance to
something) seem similar to smth., especially in external ap-
pearance: Both in the treatment of the face and in the pose of
the body the figure bears a resemblance to certain Kushan
sculpture.

bear a semblance of something— (also: have a semblance of
something) have a slight, superficial and often deceptive sim-
ilarity to smth.: After many years, life here bears a semblance
of normality and farmers have had a bumper crop.

bear down on something ® bear on something

bear down on something—move towards smth.; approach
smth. quickly: With the wind blowing strongly behind, the
boat bore down on the harbor.

bear on something—have relation to smth.; be connected with
smth.: That bears on what you were saying about the problem.

bear market ® bull market

bear market— (Stock Market) a period of time when the
prices of securities are falling or are expected to fall, and in-
vestors pull out their money: Two months before the end of
the bear market, Business Week ran an article titled “Running
scared from stocks.”

bull market— (Stock Market) a period when investment
seems promising and people are keen to do it: While the bull
market in Asian growth is far from over, there is also a lot of
Latin American growth that is going unnoticed.

bear someone ® bear with someone

bear someone—1. (usually Passive) give birth to a child: She
bore three children in three years. 2. (usually negat.) tolerate
or endure smb.: She could not bear the man Joe she was living
with.

bear with someone—put up with a person; show patience
towards smb.: Bear with me while I try to remember exactly
what he said.

beard the lion in his den ® walk into the lion’s den

beard the lion in his den —confront a person of power coura-
geously on his own ground: Seeking to give Robbie’s father a
piece of her mind she elects to beard the lion in his den —or
rather his business office.

walk into the lions den—find oneself in a difficult situation
in which one has to face unfriendly or aggressive people: After
the failure of the negotiations, he had to walk into the lion’s
den and face the Press.

beat a dead horse ® work off the dead horse
beat a dead horse— (also: flog a dead horse) pursue a futile
goal; try to revive interest in a dead issue: Son, we talked about
this and the decision was “no.” You are beating a dead horse.
work off the dead horse— (also: work out the dead horse) do
work for which payment has already been made: The sailor
was advanced one month’s pay.... During the first month out,

he was “working off the dead horse.”

beat about the bush ¢ beat the bush

beat about the bush— (also: beat around the bush) approach
the subject indirectly; refuse to come to the point: Why should
you beat about the bush when asking for better wages?
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beat the bush— (also: beat the bushes) 1. search through all
likely areas: Pennsylvania hunters have been accustomed to
beating the bush in search of bucks. 2. try hard to get or
achieve smth.: A few years ago everyone was beating the bushes
for top properties in Santiago.

beat it ® it beats me

beat it—1. (sl., often imper.) go away immediately: Mike
yelled at them and told them to beat it. He then returned to
comfort his children. 2. (coll.) surpass or do better: Tell the
dealer what you've already secured in terms of the interest rate
and ask if he can beat it. Cf.: you can’ beat it— said of smth. of
the highest quality and unlikely to be surpassed: We have an ap-
preciation for good food, and you can’t beat it in places like
Trattoria Milanese.

it beats me— (coll., also: it beats my time) it surpasses my un-
derstanding; it leaves me puzzled: It beats me how this pres-
tigious project can be awarded to such a poor architect.

beat one’s brains out ® blow oné€’s brains out

beat one’s brains out—1. (also: dash one’s brains out) kill one-
self by smashing one’s head: There would be nothing to stop
me from plunging down the well of the staircase and beating
my brains out. 2. (coll.) think hard; struggle with a difficult
task (also: beat one’s brains): I've been beating my brains out
all day over that report.

blow one’s brains out— (coll.) kill oneself by shooting in the
head: When his wife left him, Peter thought there was nothing
left for him to do but blow his brains out.

beat someone to the draw ® beat someone to the
punch

beat someone to the draw—1. shoot quicker than an opponent
in a gun fight: He called me out in Tucson and I beat him to
the draw, placing a bullet right through his heart. 2. get some-
where or obtain smth. before smb. else does: I beat him to the
draw and reported him to the superintendent myself, and gave
my version of the story.

bear someone to the punch—1. (Boxing) land a blow before
one’s opponent can strike: I beat Hanley to the punch and he
went down on his haunches. 2. = beat someone to the draw 2:
Once in possession of those weapons, the tyrant would be un-
deterrable. The national security depended on beating him to
the punch.

Note: Neither expression is equivalent in meaning to the phrase
beat someone to the wire— (UK also: beat someone to ribands)
defeat smb. in a race or contest; show oneself superior to a person:
I've been teased a few times over the years by the boy jockeys,
but once I beat them to the wire a few times they quit teasing
me so much.

beat someone’s time © it beats my time

beat someone’s time—1. (Sport) improve on a person’s achieve-
ment: Samson wins the race, but Xena, off in the women’s
Olympics, beats his time anyway. 2. (coll.) obtain or achieve
smth. ahead of another: Well, I thought I was up for that pro-
motion but he beat my time with his latest project. 3. (coll.)
start a romantic relationship with smb.’s partner: Suppose
Celia was in love with some man and Elspeth beat her time
with him.

it beats my time— (coll., also: it beats me) it surpasses my un-
derstanding; it leaves me mystified: When she took up the
pan she was puzzled to find that several biscuits were missing.
“It beats my time,” she said, aloud.

beat the band ¢ to beat the band

beat the band— (coll.) be most improbable or extraordinary
(also: beat all): 1 have heard of unretentive memories but that
beats the band.

become history

to beat the band—(U.S. coll.) to an extreme degree: Guests
can use their brainpower to beat the band and win a free drink
for every right answer.

beat the clock ® beat the time

beat the clock—complete the task before a stated time: Any
job is much harder if you are trying to beat the clock.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase flog the clock—(Nautical) move the hands of the clock
Jorward (to quit one’s job before the due time): 1 got suspicious
that the clock was being flogged in the interest of making the
time of those in the mate’s watch shorter.

beat the time—1. (Music) mark or follow the rhythm with
the feet, a baton, etc. (also: beat time): The captain joined in
with a long raucous song, beating time on the tea tray. 2.
(Sport) improve on smb.’s achievement: He’s hoping to ride
two hundred miles in less than eight and a half hours, beating
the time set by an eccentric Yorkshireman in 1831.

beat the socks off someone ¢ knock someone’s
socks off

beat the socks off someone—(coll., also: bear someone’s pants
off) win decisively over an opponent in a competition: The
true bingo professionals — like us — will beat the socks off the
amateurs every time.

knock someone’s socks off—(U.S. coll.) impress smb. greatly;
amaze or stun a person: You wouldn’t expect teenagers to sing
opera, but these kids will knock your socks off.

See also: pull one’s socks up / work one’s socks off-

beat the target © hit the target

beat the target—do better than planned: It provides incen-
tives to adopt new technologies to meet the target and to beat
the target.

hit the target—meet the target; achieve the intended results:
Will the government hit the target this time? At least it has

the power...

beat the wind * hit the breeze
beat the wind— (also: beat the air) continue to make futile
attempts: We are beating the wind: the foreign public is not
eager to listen to our talks however truthful they may be.
hit the breeze—(U.S. sl.) go away promptly; make off at
once: Bob Tidball was never to “hit the breeze” again. The
deadly .45 of the false friend cracked and filled the gorge with

a roar.

beaten to death ¢ dead beaten

beaten to death —1. killed by beating: The magazine quoted
a report which stated that prisoners were routinely starved or
beaten to death. 2. (also: flogged to death) discussed so many
times that it is not interesting any more: No sporting event is
beaten to death more than the Sugar Bowl — it is analyzed
again and again by the commentators.

dead beaten— (also: dead beat) extremely tired; utterly ex-
hausted: When I saw him arrive in the same hostel as us, he
was dead beaten, after having traveled for over 24 hours.

beauty sleep © sleeping beauty

beauty sleep —an afternoon nap or rest taken to improve the
appearance: I remember my grandmother always took her
“beauty sleep”— heaven knows how she managed it with all
she did.

sleeping beauty—a business company which is a prime target
for takeover because it has a high profit potential: The inter-
esting thing with Zenith is that the company was a sleeping

beauty.

become history ® go down in history
become history—said of a past event, etc. that has lost its



bed head

original impact or importance: Autocratic monarchy has be-
come history now, and republicanism has become a reality.
go down in history —said of an event that is notable or mem-
orable in history: The Northern Ireland peace agreement will
go down in history as an agreement that paved the way for

many others on our continent...

bed head ° sleepy head

bed head— (sl.) the way one’s hair looks after sleeping on it:
The only time my hair is curly is when I have a bed head.

sleepy head— (coll.) a sleepy or lethargic person: I will give
Laura a big hug as soon as she’s awake. She really is a sleepy
head.

bed of roses ® rose bed

bed of roses— (usually negat.) said of a pleasant, easy condi-
tion of life: Post war Hungary was no bed of roses. Political
oppression permeated every facet of life.... Cf.: bed of thorns—
said of a situation of anxiety and apprehension: It was a bed of
thorns every hour of every day all through the making of the
film.

rose bed—a flowerbed of roses: Since I cannot separate
lavender from roses in my mind, I plant clumps of it around
my rose beds.

beef head (UK) ® beef head (U.S.)

beef head (UK)—(sl.) a slow witted person: You may look
all hot and sexy, but with that attitude you'll only end up with
a beef head of a partner.

beef head (U.S.)—(5l.) a resident of Texas: A resident of
Texas was called a “Beef-Head” by at least 1869. The name is
related to Texas’s famous cattle industry.

beef-tea ® meat tea

beef-tea —juice of beef strained off after cooking in water
(given as stimulating food to people who are ill): Miss Lawson
tiptoed into the room, carrying a cup of beef-tea.

meat tea — (also: meat-tea) a meal taken between lunch and
supper with some kind of meat dish included: This high oc-

casion was to be celebrated by a “meat-tea.”

Beefeater ® meat eater

Beefeater—(UK) 1. one of the Warders of the Tower of Lon-
don: The Beefeaters at the Tower wear the costume of Henry
VIIth’s body-guard. 2. an officer in the (ceremonial) body-
guard of the British monarch: In order to become a Beefeater,
you must have an unblemished conduct record.

meat eater—(U.S. sl.) a corrupt policeman: Meat eaters
spend a good deal of their working hours seeking out situations
they can exploit for financial gain.

before Christ ® before God

before Christ— (abbreviated B.C.) before the Christian era (of
a date calculated backwards from the birth of Christ): Morrison
mentions a dictionary in the Chinese language as having been
compiled 1100 years before Christ.

before God— (used as a solemn declaration) as God sees me;
as God is my witness: “I will bring up your son as if he were
my own,” he told the dying woman. “I promise you that, be-

fore God.”

behind one’s time © past one’s time

behind one’s time—1. after the usual or proper time: Master
Gammon was half an hour behind his time for bed, and had
dropped asleep in his chair. 2. using things not in style; fol-
lowing old ways: I started to think that either Ben had been
so ahead of his time when he first came to us, or I was behind

my time.
past one’s time—1. = behind one’s time I: By the time Kewaa
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got home, it was past her time for bed and her mother was
concerned that something had happened to her. 2. be late in
menstruating (the usual implication being that of unwanted
pregnancy): It's this way — I'm just married and my wife is past
her time and I can’t afford to have any children. 3. past one’s
prime; no longer young or efficient enough: I have sat in on
school board meetings and while Jeanie may mean well she is

past her time for effectiveness.

behind the times ® behind time

behind the times—1. (of things) old-fashioned or out of date:
The science books of twenty years ago are behind the times
now. 2. (of people) using things not in style; following old
ways: Mary thinks her parents are behind the times because
they still do the foxtrot.

behind time—1. (of a clock) slow; behind the correct time:
This option lets you set your computer clock several minutes
ahead or behind time. 2. behind schedule; after the usual or
proper time: The train was a good deal behind time, and
therefore the stop was curtailed as much as possible.

behind the veil ® under the veil

behind the veil— (also: beyond the veil) is used with reference
to the next world: He [Christ] described the world behind
the veil with the graphic force of one to whom it was no un-
known country.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase behind the scenes— out of public view; in secret: We
could only assess what we could observe but here the main
part of the work is carried out behind the scenes.

under the veil—is used with reference to smth. which con-
ceals or obscures a person’s true motives: Some terror acts are
organized under the veil of religion in an attempt to justify
such conduct.

believe in something ® believe something

believe in something—1. have trust in smth.; feel sure of the
value of smth.: The United States believes in the great poten-
tial of Africa. 2. feel sure of the existence of smth.: Clever
farmers made good use of the belief of these people who be-
lieved in ghosts.

believe something—feel sure of the truth of smth.: I want to
believe this story, but then again I still have a lot of doubts
about its authenticity.

bell boy © bell buoy

bell boy—an employee in a hotel who helps guests by car-
rying their luggage, running errands, etc.: Led by a “bell-boy”
into the lift, she walked along a pale-gray river of corridor
carpet.

bell buoy—a floating buoy with a bell that gives a warning
or positional signal to ships: You may hear the ringing bell
buoy and see our local fishing fleet pass through the channel.

belly up to the bar ® go belly up

belly up to the bar—(U.S. sl.) 1. go up to the bar to order a
drink, etc.: It will be a great place to belly up to the bar, or
just mingle before the shows. 2. get seriously involved; make
a serious effort: There was hope for solving the crisis but it
was time for all parties to “belly up to the bar.”

20 belly up —(coll.) become bankrupt: The recent recession
led to a decrease in orders, and workers increasingly feared

that the company would go belly up.

belong in something ® belong to something

belong in something — (also: belong with something) be in the
correct place or situation: This kind of picture does not belong
in a teenage magazine.

belong ro something—be a member of a group, party, etc.:
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A judge who belongs to a club that excludes women may have
difficulty ruling on cases of sex discrimination.

below someone ® beneath someone

below someone —in a lower rank or station than another per-
son: They have the right of censure that allows them to remove
any officer below Colonel from command.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
under someone—subordinated to or commanded by a person:
You are under San Diego but any reports you make go direct
to Graz.

beneath someone—said of smth. too rude, coarse, or inap-
propriate for a person to do: That kind of thing is beneath
Fred. I am appalled that he did it.

below the weather ® under the weather

below the weather— (Aviation) said of weather conditions at
ground level: The pilot had flown the aircraft down in an at-
tempt to remain below the weather. Cf.: above the weather —
(also: over the weather) above the range of weather conditions ar
ground level: As our engines were designed to operate at low
level there was no possibility of flying above the weather.

under the weather—1. (coll.) feeling sad or not quite well:
Brandeis, who was under the weather, was happier to be en-
tertained than to entertain. 2. (5., euph.) alcohol intoxicated;
suffering from a hangover: Well, I see Daddy’s under the
weather again.

bench warmer ¢ chair warmer

bench warmer— (coll.) a substitute in a sports team who sel-
dom plays: He thought about leaving after the 1994 season,
his third straight year as a bench-warmer.

chair warmer—(coll.) 1. (derog.) an ineffective office holder
or employee: The judge frowned at me. The courtroom chair
warmers craned necks in my direction. 2. (pejor.) a person
who lounges for long periods sitting in a chair: He never takes
me out anywhere. He’s a chair-warmer at home for fair.

See also: keep the seat warm | warm the bench.

bend the ear of someone ® bend the ear to some-
one

bend the ear of someone— (coll.) talk to a person at length in
a boring and bothering way: Humphrey bent the ear of
Charles Murphy for nearly two hours.

bend the ear to someone —give favorable attention to smb.:
You can guarantee that the Administration will consistently
bend the ear to its financial backers.

bent out of shape ® out of shape

bent out of shape— (sl.) upset, worried or angry: Jane is bent
out of shape because she wanted to go to the zoo, but no one
would take her.

out of shape— (of an athlete) not well trained; in bad physical
form: I also was out of shape, and quickly became out of
breath.

beside oneself * out of oneself

beside oneself —overpowered with some strong emotion (a/so:
beyond oneself): Toscanelli was beside himself with joy at find-
ing his belief had proved true.

out of oneself—1. out of one’s normal mental condition: She
seemed out of herself, like her spirit had been sunk with that
ship half a world away. 2. = beside oneself: 1 was out of myself
with emotions. How can you call 911 for an emergency and be
put on hold?

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
above oneself— used of smb. who is self~important, thinking too
highly of himself: She really is above herself and forgets that she
is in her position because the public thinks she is “one of them.”

between dog and wolf

beside the question ® beyond question

beside the question—not relevant to the subject under dis-
cussion: What you are saying may be true, but in this case it
is completely beside the question.

beyond question—1. not subject to doubt or dispute: He
may be a little careless in his work, but his loyalty to the com-
pany is beyond question. 2. unquestionably; without doubt:
I've read other books on the Incas and this one is beyond ques-
tion the best single volume on this topic.

best boy ® best man

best boy—1. (coll.) one’s favorite friend: “I was his best boy,”
Auguste told The Sunday Age. “I miss him dreadfully as a
companion.” 2. (Film or TV production) assistant to the chief
electrician: The gaffer’s assistant answers to the amusing title
of best boy!

best man—the groom’s aide at a wedding: Who will be your
best man when you get married?

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
best people— people of high social standing: There are other
hotels, but I couldn’t tell you much about them: they’re not
patronized by the best people.

best of British luck, the ¢ luck of the Irish, the

best of British luck, the—(often shortened to “best of British”)
1. is used to wish a person very good luck: Let me wish you
the best of British luck. We know how testing the competition
will be. 2. is used ironically, implying that the required luck
may not materialize: The chances of them winning are, let’s
be honest, slim, but we wish them the best of British luck.

luck of the Irish, the—1. = best of British luck, the I: 1 have
stumbled across this journal and your adventure and wish you
the luck of the Irish in your pursuit. 2. extreme good luck or
fortune: Maybe it was the luck of the Irish that saved McFad-
den on that freezing December day.

bet on the wrong horse ® put the saddle on the
wrong horse

bet on the wrong horse— (also: back the wrong horse) base
one’s plans, etc. on a wrong guess about smth.: To count on
the family farm as an important thing in the American future
looks like betting on the wrong horse.

put the saddle on the wrong horse— (also: get the wrong pig by
the tail) lay the blame on the wrong person: Blaming the
teacher for the lazy student’s academic failure is putting the
saddle on the wrong horse.

between a rock and a hard place ® between wind
and water

between a rock and a hard place—facing equally bad or un-
desirable alternatives: His client was between a rock and a
hard place — actually the state of New York and his landlord.

between wind and water—said of the most vulnerable part:
Mallinson must have guessed what was coming. Nevertheless,
it hit him between wind and water.

between dog and wolf * between hawk and
buzzard

between dog and wolf—is used of the time of twilight: The
thought of dinner ... drove out the eeriness of the twilight
glen. The hour between dog and wolf was passing.

between hawk and buzzard—1. facing equally bad or unde-
sirable alternatives: “We are between hawk and buzzard,” said
Livingston; “we puzzle ourselves between the warlike and the
commercial opposition.” 2. = berween dog and wolf: 1t’s be-
tween hawk and buzzard when at long last Elias and me set
off home. I know Mama won’t be happy with us.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase




between maid

between hay and grass—1. (of a season, etc.) neither one thing
nor the other: “It’s sort of between hay and grass with us, you
know,” he explained. “Walnuts all marketed and oranges not
ready for the pickers.” 2. (U.S. coll., of a young person) not a
boy (or a girl) and not yet a man (or a woman): The boy was
between hay and grass, but would make a man soon. For now,
though, he looked miserable and every bit a child.

between maid © go-between

between maid— (UK dated) a young girl servant who helps
in cooking and housework: She saved money for the voyage
by working as a “between maid” in the London home of a “ti-
tled lady.”

go-between —smb. acting as a messenger or intermediary
between two parties: Beginning in the seventies, he was a go-
between for Western arms manufacturers doing business with
Iraq.

beyond it ® off it

beyond ir— (also: past it) unable any longer to pursue a nor-
mally active life as when younger: Jackson is eighty, yet he
still goes to business every day. Most people are beyond it long
before that age.

off it—(coll.) not feeling well: T shall hesitate before swal-
lowing painkillers next time I feel off it and give natural reme-
dies a try I think.

See also: not in it / not with it; out of it / well out of it.

beyond limits ® out of limits

beyond limits—beyond the bounds of what is usual or
proper: The total lack of respect from the staff in this place
was beyond limits.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
without limits— without restriction; to any extent or degree: If
only the banks would lend money without limits!

out of limits— (of an area) with restricted access (also: off
limits): The entrance to the building was out of limits to the
non-students.

beyond one ® beyond oneself

beyond one—beyond one’s power: It is beyond me to even
propose an opinion on what should be implemented to resolve
this issue.

beyond oneself —overpowered with some strong feeling (a/so:
beside oneself): He was beyond himself with rage and could
not keep his temper.

beyond the bounds of something * out of bounds
to someone

beyond the bounds of something—beyond the limits of what
is acceptable or possible: To acknowledge that the question is
beyond the bounds of science, is to admit that science cannot
explain everything.

out of bounds to someone —said of an area not allowed to be
visited by certain people: The police patrolled the bridges that
gave access to a small village, which was out of bounds to
troops.

biannual event ¢ biennial event

biannual event—an event that happens twice a year: The
fair, also known as Canton Fair, has been a biannual event
held in spring and autumn since 1957.

biennial event—an event that happens once in every two
years: This biennial event (home furnishings trade show) is
held in the spring of odd-numbered years.

big day ° long day
big day—a day on which important things happen: Today
is going to be a big day for local athletes.
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long day—1. a working-day of fairly lengthy duration: I
made a very long day last Friday. 2. a day perceived as lasting
unusually long (because it is boring, etc.): I was held up by
storms for three long days. 3. (bi0l.) a long period of light: In
most polycyclic insects long days cause continuous develop-
ment.

big deal, a ® big deal

big deal, a—1. an important business transaction: My
brother pulled off a big deal today. I think we’re going into
business together. 2. said of smth. important: This attack
alone may not be a big deal but in combination with others
it has greater impact.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase great deal, a— very much; a lot: Vancouver Island has
done a great deal to support the Mainland in the past, and is
doing so at present.

big deal—is used as an ironic exclamation to say that smth.
is not important at all: “So, I can charge an evening’s enter-
tainment to business expenses.” “Oh, big deal. Carry on.”

big dog * Big Grey Dog

big dog— (UK dated 5l.) a man engaged to expel unruly per-
sons from a saloon, etc.; a “chucker-out”: He was “big-dog”
to a disorderly house, and when called upon ... to turn out of
the establishment those who had been robbed in it he did not
do his spiriting gently.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase short dog—(U.S. sl.) a bottle of cheap wine: Every now
and then I get a short dog of Train and make my friends make
funny faces as they watch me drink it.

Big Grey Dog—(U.S. sl.) a Greyhound Lines, Inc. bus (Grey-
hound Lines, Inc. providing the major intercity bus transporta-
tion): Greyhound is as American as apple pie. You have not

lived unless you rode the Big Grey Dog, as I like to call it.

big drink ¢ long drink

big drink—(U.S. sl.) the Atlantic ocean (also: big pond):
When you're [flying] over the big drink you really get to feel
how tiny we humans are.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase big drink of water—(5l.) 1. a large body of water: Lake
Michigan is a big drink of water; the bacteria levels fluctuate
dramatically as you move around the shore. 2. (also: tall drink
of water) a tall person: All they knew was that the bank officer’s
killer was a big drink of water who looked like a mountain
man.

long drink—a cold refreshing drink served in a tall glass,
containing little or no alcohol: Facilities include a swimming

pool and a “beach shack” serving long drinks all day.

big game © large game

big game—1. the larger animals, such as lions, etc.: For big
game, Bushveld is that part of the Transvaal which the hunter
must seek. 2. an important sport event: Believe it or not, the
best players on your team get nervous before a big game. 3.
an adventurous undertaking involving great risk and gain: Just
look at my life, Luke. It’s all one big long game.

Note: The expression does not fully correlate in meaning with
the phrase great game—1. excellent performance in a sports event:
It was a great game that was tightly contested throughout. 2.
= big game 3: Disraeli was an adventurer who played the great
game va banque with a courage and effrontery. ..

large game— = big game I: The country round is full of large
game, especially elephants, giraffe, and zebras.

See also: little game / small game.

big hand ® small hand
big hand— (usually in the phrase “give someone a big hand”)
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a large round of enthusiastic applause: The audience gave
Jason a big hand at the end of the performance.

small hand—said of a style of writing belonging to a par-
ticular person: The three folders with notebooks contained
sheets carefully written in small hand.

See also: short arm / short hand.

big house ° little house

big house—1. (UK) the principal house of an estate; the res-
idence of the squire: Cattle sheds were at Thriepland Hill,
while the “big house” and some other offices were at Branxton.
2. (U.S. sl.) a prison or federal penitentiary: I feel like a crim-
inal who has been in a hideout, been caught, and has to go
back to the Big House. 3. (UK hist.) an institution for the
poor: As long as they kept out of the “big house” (the work-
house) she would not complain.

little house— (euph.) the toilet, especially an outside one: A
gate led from the first yard into another in which were the pig
sty, the hen-house and what they called jocosely “the little
house.”

big shot ¢ large shot

big shot—(sl.) 1. an important person: I was asked to dine
with Thomas Lamont, along with a number of big-shots in
the American newspaper world. 2. a substantial injection of a
drug: The final chase scene hit me hard, like a big shot of
heroin in the mainline vein. 3. a generous portion of liquor,
etc.: He then poured himself a big shot of the finest Malt.

large shor—1. = big shot 3: Add a large shot of vodka, a large
shot of freshly made espresso coffee, and a dash of sugar syrup.
2. (hist.) cannon-balls: His musket balls reached us in every
direction but his large shot either fell short or went consider-
ably over us.

big stick © big sticks

big stick—a display of force or power: Happily the revolu-
tion in Paraguay is too far down in South America to arouse
the “big stick” in Washington.

big sticks—1. (Loggers) a forest or trees: Felling one of these
“big sticks” is a dangerous occupation, says Howard, a life-
long logger. 2. (Austral. sl.) Australian rules football goal posts:
Hall gathered a loose ball in a goal-line scrap and snapped be-
tween the big sticks.

big word e little word

big word—1. a long word that is difficult to spell: Her gift
[the dictionary] will always be there on the shelf, helping me
to get the big words straight. 2. a rare word, especially when
used in pompous speech: He is using the big words in an at-
tempt to make himself look smart. 3. the most important
word; the key-word: In the majority of the ads for new houses,
“split-level” is the big word, the selling word.

little word— (also: small word) 1. a short and simple word:
Jerseymen turn every statement into a question with that little
word “Ay?” 2. (coll.) a short conversation: I want to have a
little word with you about last night. 3. (co/l.) a short utter-
ance: If anybody dares say one little word about you, I'll tend
to them.

bite one’s tongue © bite the tongue

bite one’s tongue—1. hold back a remark one was about to
make: The thought ... almost slipped out between his lips,
but he bit his tongue in time. 2. refrain from discussing smth.
embarrassing, etc.: However, one recent story proved ex-
tremely hard to bite one’s tongue over.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
bite one’s lip— keep back one’s anger, annoyance, etc.; repress
an emotion: It was quiet for a moment, and Robert bit his lip,
trying not to giggle like a little girl.

black bird

bite the tongue — (of food) be spicy or pungent: The cheese
has a strong aroma and a lovely salty tang that really bites the

tongue.

bitten by the same bug ® tarred with the same
brush

bitten by the same bug—said of people who have the same
interest or hobby: My cousin and I were bitten by the same
bug. We collect coins.

tarred with the same brush—said of people considered to
have similar objectionable qualities: As the numbers of immi-
grants increase, refugees are tarred with the same brush as il-
legal economic migrants. Cf: painted with the tar brush — said
of peaple or things represented as evil or harmful: The myth of
the liberal media grew stronger and the Democrats were

painted with the tar brush.

Black Act, the ¢ Black Acts, the

Black Act, the— (UK hist.) the English statute of 1722, di-
rected against certain lawless persons who designated them-
selves “The Blacks”: The Waltham blacks committed such
enormities, that Government was forced to interfere with that
severe Act called the Black Act.

Black Acts, the— (UK bist.) acts of the Scottish Parliament
passed between the accession of James I and 1587: Under the
administration of the Earl of Arran, a subservient Scottish
Parliament passed the legislation known as the Black Acts,
making the king supreme in all.

black and tan ® Black and Tans, the

black and tan— (UK sl.) a drink composed of porter and
ale: He asked for a pint of black and tan, and had to explain
to the waiter what it was.

Black and Tans, the— (UK hist.) an armed force specially re-
cruited in 1921 to combat Sinn-Fein (an Irish movement dedi-
cated to the unification of Northern Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland): 1 read a lot about the Black and Tans during my
British and Irish politics class.

black and white film © black film

black and white film —a monochrome film or motion pic-
ture: He submitted a strong script that led Fox to substitute
color film and wide screen for black-and-white and the con-
ventional small-screen ratio.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase black and white—(U.S. diners) chocolate soda with
vanilla ice cream: Ever since a Philadelphia soda fountain man-
ager whipped up the first “black and white,” ice cream floats
have been a favorite of sweet tooths of all ages.

black film —1. a film typically featuring the dark, seedy side
of the big city: French critics saw the five films as a group and,
noticing a common theme of pessimism and darkness, called
them film noir, or black film. 2. a film with predominantly
black actors: The words are revealing; for this is a black film,
not only with a mostly black cast but also with a black director,
Mario Van Peebles.

Note: The expression is not equivalent in meaning to the phrase
black comedy— (also: dark comedy) a film that takes serious sub-
Jject matter (such as death, war, suffering, etc.) and addresses it
in a humorous fashion, even when it may seem inappropriate:
Frank Sinatra stars in a black comedy about the danger of ex-
treme left and right wing politics.

black bird ¢ blackbird
black bird—any of the birds that have black feathers: If we
cross a black bird with a white, all the offspring are grey.
blackbird—a common European songbird (Merula turdus):
Black lark is another very large lark, more closely resembling
a blackbird in size...




black board

black board ¢ blackboard

black board—any board of black color: Some chess players
like to have contrasting colors to lessen eye strain, thus black
pieces on a brown board or brown pieces on a black board.

blackboard—a board of either a dark color or white that is
written on, especially in classrooms: Over half of what is writ-
ten on the blackboard is erased by the end of the lesson.

black book e little black book

black book—1. a register listing persons that have committed
offences against morality, etc.: The German government was
in a position to blackmail 47,000 prominent British “perverts”
whose names figured in a “black book.” Cf:: be in someone’s
black books— be out of favor with a person: Beatrice managed
to leave a very uncomfortable impression upon me and it was
clear that I was in her black books again. 2. an official book
offering special information: Rules relating to naval affairs are
still preserved in the black book of the admiralty.

little black book—1. a book containing the names of ac-
quaintances, potential dates, partners, etc.: I've got a nice
collection in my little black book. 2. a book for recording per-
sonal or private information: Evans kept a note of his expen-
diture in a little black book.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
black-letter book—a book printed in the old heavy Gothic style
of type: She saw Sir John seated by the fireplace, reading out
of a great black letter book.

black box ¢ dark box

black box—1. a flight recorder in an aircraft: The flight
recorder is an indestructible “black box” which automatically
records the key functions in the aircraft. 2. any apparatus of
unknown internal design: Crime squads are searching for the
manufacturer of a black box which contains a device that can
reverse electricity meter readings. 3. (Austral.) a tree with nar-
row, grey-green leaves and rugged, dark grey bark: Other com-
munities contain species that are at the extremes of their nat-
ural distribution, such as black box (Eucalyptus largiflorens).

dark box —a container from which light is wholly excluded
(used for storing light-sensitive plates, etc.): Diaphanoscope —
a dark box constructed for exhibiting transparent photographs.

Note: Neither expression is antonymous in meaning to the
phrase white box— used of computers without brand names (such
as Dell, HP, etc.) assembled by smaller manufacturers and often
packed in unlabeled white boxes: Computer professionals often
prefer white box computers constructed with higher quality
components.

black cap © black hat
black cap—1. a warbler: We followed a pleasant path

through trees and soon found ourselves listening to the sweet
bubbling song of a black cap. 2. (UK hist.) a cap put on by a
judge before sentencing a person to death: He acquitted two
men and then placed the black cap on his head and sentenced
the other two to death.

black hat—1. (coll.) the bad party in a situation (from the
color of hat traditionally worn by the bad character in Western
films): Past entertainment had a moral content — the white
hats won and the black hats lost. 2. (Austral. sl.) a new immi-
grant: I'd never let it be said that a black hat had cut me out.

black-collar workers ® white-collar workers

black-collar workers—1. miners (especially coal miners) and
oil workers: He began performing in the smoky gin mills that
catered to black-collar workers who liked their booze and blues
straight. 2. (5/.) people engaged in media industries (artists,
graphic designers, video producers, etc.): Black-collar workers,
for those of you that aren’t cool enough to know, are the “cre-
ative types’; media, fashion, entertainment, etc.
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white-collar workers—employees whose job is clerical, as
opposed to blue-collar workers engaged in manual work: Today
blue-collar workers can earn more than some of their white-
collar counterparts. Cf.: pink-collar workers— women who work
at traditional non-manual jobs (as secretaries, cashiers, etc.): The
book allows the voices of the pink-collar workers to demon-

strate the simultaneous burdens and pleasures of their work.

black eye ® blackeye

black eye—1. a darkening of the skin about the eye resulting
from a bruise: I thought they'd have a row. Hadn’t Michael a
black eye? 2. a severe blow or rebuff: T hope the Pension Com-
mittee will give a black eye to every bill of that kind.

blackeye—a sprawling herb (Vigua sinensis) cultivated for
forage and green manure: Blackeye crop is allowed to fully
mature, then they are cut and dried to be packaged.

black hole ¢ black hole of Calcutta

black hole—said of a situation when money or resource dis-
appear and are not expected to be recovered (originally of a re-
gion of space from which nothing can escape, even light): What
steps are industrial companies taking to dig their way out this
financial black hole?

black hole of Calcutta—a place that is small, dark, and un-
comfortable: Somebody finally decided to do something for
the poor souls we lock up in a black hole of Calcutta.

black ivory ® ivory black
black ivory— (hist.) Black African slaves viewed as a com-
modity: Help them to make money otherwise than by dealing
in black ivory, and we shall see the slave trade extirpated.
ivory black—a black pigment from calcined ivory: Ivory
black is ivory or bones thoroughly burnt, and afterwards
ground.

black-leg ¢ Blackfoot

black-leg—1. (UK coll.) a non-union workman; a strike-
breaker: The police were used to protect the blacklegs, as those
are called who work outside the Union movement. 2. (coll.) a
professional gambler, especially a cheating one: You see no-
blemen and black-legs bawling and betting in the Cockpit. 3.
a disease in cattle, caused by the fungus Leprosphaeria macu-
lans, which affects the legs: A cattle disease, known as blackleg,
is stated to have killed a number of cattle in the district.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with its
formal French counterpart pied noir—used of people of French
origin living in Algeria during French rule: M. Fabre was an
elderly colon, one of the original French families in Algeria —
a pied noir, as they like to be called.

Blackfoot—1. people belonging to the Blackfoot Indian Con-
federacy: Among the Blackfoot, stealing an enemy’s weapons
was the highest exploit. 2. the language of the Algonquian
American Indians: A few detached languages in the west:
Blackfoot, Cheyenne, and Arapaho.

black market ® gray market

black market—an illegal market in which goods or curren-
cies are bought and sold in violation of price controls, ra-
tioning, etc.: Drugs are sold at the black market and they can
do much more damage than cigarettes can in most cases.

Note: The expression is not antonymous in meaning to the
phrase white sale— a sale at reduced prices of goods such as towels,
linens, etc.: We went to the white sale at the department store
to buy some new sheets before my parents come to visit.

gray market—the retail business operating within the law
but selling goods, such as imports, at prices below those set
by an official agency: Also affected by the gray market activities
are highly technical products such as disc drives, computers,
computer chips.
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black money ® white money

black money—1. money not declared for tax purposes (by
casino operators, etc.): Erlich has also promised an amnesty
for those who reveal their black money and pay a tax on it. 2.
money paid to workman handling dirty materials or working
in dirty conditions: When any class of work involves special
unpleasantness, “black money” or “dirty money” is sometimes
stipulated for.

white money — (arch.) standard silver coins: Rutland pays to
the King one hundred and fifty pounds white money.

See also: pink money / red money.

Black Republic, the ® Black Republicans

Black Republic, the—Haiti (a West Indian State): My subject
is Haiti, the Black Republic; the only self-made Black Re-
public in the world.

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase Black Country, the— (UK) a highly industrialized region
of west-central England centered on Birmingham: It is believed
that the Black Country got its name because of pollution from
these heavy industries that covered the area in black soot.

Black Republicans—(U.S. hist.) Republican opponents of
slavery, during the period which preceded the American Civil
War: The Whig party adopted the name of Republicans, and
were called by their opponents Black Republicans, from their

anti-slavery tendencies.

black sheep © black swan

black sheep —smb. who is very different from the other peo-
ple in the group and is considered a bad character: Every priv-
ileged class tries at first to whitewash its black sheep.

black swan— (also: white crow) said of a person or thing that
is extremely rare: After all, he may not be such a black swan
as Aunt Susan makes him out.

blank check ¢ blank sheet

blank check—freedom to choose whatever course of action

blow it

I have met him he was blind to the world and a perfect nui-
sance.

dead to the world—(coll.) 1. unconscious or fast asleep: A
muffled sound of snoring rose from the great hall where thirty
exhausted lads lay dead to the world. 2. = blind to the world:
Six beers and he was dead to the world. 3. unaware of or not
interested in modern affairs: Old Marryat is dead to the world;
I tried to talk to him on at least a dozen modern topics but he
responded to none of them.

block operator ® block worker

block operator— (Railways) a railroad worker who operates
block signals manually: Under Rule 305, block operators had
to inform the dispatcher of an approaching train.

block worker—a person who campaigns on the most local
level (as a city block) on behalf of a political party: He has
served as a Democratic Party block worker and has twice been
a primary election candidate for this Congressional district.

blood bath ¢ blood-tub
blood bath—a wholesale slaughter; a massacre: Even today,
after the unspeakable horror of the blood bath in Hungary,
the betting is still somewhat against a “re-Stalinization.”
blood-tub — (sl.) a theater specializing in the worst forms of
melodrama: Warrilow points out that more than one theatre
in Burslem was affectionately known as the “Blood Tub.”

Bloody Maria ® Bloody Mary

Bloody Maria—a drink consisting of a mixture of tequila
and tomato juice: Stir all ingredients well with ice.... For a
Bloody Maria just replace the vodka with tequila.

Bloody Mary—a drink consisting of a mixture of vodka and
tomato juice: A waitress approached the table. “A Virgin
Mary.... A Bloody Mary without the vodka.”

blow great guns ® go great guns
blow great guns— (of wind) blow severely: The wind was
blowing great guns but there was only the thinnest sprinkle of

one thinks is necessary: The coach was given a blank check by
the university to try and improve the team.

blank sheet— (also: clean sheet) 1. a fresh start when people
decide to forget about previous mistakes, failures, etc.: Man-
agers should start with a blank sheet regardless of the com-
mitments already made and resources applied. 2. said of the
human mind at birth, regarded as having no innate concep-
tions: Nor were they alone in their belief that a new-born’s
mind is a blank sheet on which society can write what it

pleased.
blind auction © blind bidding

blind auction—an auction in which all parties submit sealed
bids by a given date: The U.S. government sells surplus equip-
ment and confiscated goods at blind auctions on several mil-
itary posts.

blind bidding— (Cinema) putting in a bid for the rental of
a picture without the opportunity to see a preview: Movie
theater owners had to accept blind bidding from the distrib-

utors.

Blind Freddy ¢ Blind Tom

Blind Freddy— (Austral. sl.) a person of low intelligence:
Even Blind Freddy could tell you that the government would
fall.

Blind Tom —Thomas Wiggins (born blind in 1849), an
African American autistic musical prodigy: Blind Tom toured
all over the U.S. giving prestigious performances.

blind to the world ¢ dead to the world
blind to the world— (coll.) extremely drunk: He may be a
nice enough fellow when he is sober. But on the two occasions

rain.

go great guns— (dated coll.) proceed or perform with great
speed, skill, or success: You will then not only go great guns —
move steadily forward — but also become big shots — impor-
tant personages. Cf.: great guns— persons of distinction or im-
portance: They are great guns in the kitchen, but shrink to
suitable dimensions in the presence of their betters.

blow hot and cold ¢ go hot and cold

blow hot and cold—keep changing one’s attitude towards
smth.: I will have nought to do with a man who can blow hot
and cold with the same breath.

g0 hot and cold—suddenly feel very worried and frightened
about smth.: I used to go hot and cold about it because I knew

what the implications were.

blow it ® blow me

blow it—1. (sI.) lose or bungle an opportunity, etc.: He'll
probably blow it. He’s beginning to look old. 2. (interj.) used
as an oath or expletive to express annoyance: Blow it! I just
can’t get this wallpaper straight!

Note: The expression does not correlate in meaning with the
phrase blow it out of proportion— make smth. appear more sig-
nificant than it should be: It’s sensational and it is easy to make
headlines out of it. But the media blew it out of proportion.

blow me—1. (UK) is used as an emphatic exclamation to
express surprise (also: blow me down): Blow me if it isn’t old
Charley — I've not seen you for years: how are you, old friend?
2. (U.S. coarse sl.) a very vulgar phrase with sexual implication
hurled by an angry person: And if the authorities don’t like
it—well, they can blow me!




blow off steam

blow off steam © blow smoke

blow off steam — (also: let off steam) give vent to one’s anger
or frustration (by talking in an unrestrained manner, etc.):
Perhaps the best way to blow off steam and get rid of stress is
through exercise.

blow smoke—speak deceptively; brag or exaggerate: Hope-
fully they aren’t blowing smoke about how good they are be-

cause I've invested heavily with them.

blow one’s boiler ¢ burst the boiler

blow one’s boiler— (Austral. sl.) lose one’s temper; become
very angry: When I saw how much she had spent shopping
online, I really blew my boiler.

burst the boiler—(U.S. sl.) overexert oneself: A man who is
too lavish with his energy may be cautioned not to “burst the
boiler.”

blow someone away ® blow someone off

blow someone away— (s.) 1. affect smb. with overwhelming
enthusiasm: The whole idea just blew her away. 2. (Under-
world) kill a person: The boss said we was to blow you away
if you gives us any trouble.

blow someone off —(sl.) 1. neglect or ignore a person: Don’t
blow me off. Listen! I want it done now. 2. cheat or deceive a
person: They blew off a young couple and conned a hundred
bucks out of them.

Note: Neither expression correlates in meaning with the phrase
blow someone out of the water— (sl.) 1. utterly surprise a per-
son: To say the film exceeded my expectations is an under-
statement; it completely blew me out of the water. 2. defeat a
competitor decisively: They also believe that if they fall behind
in the functionality race, the competition will blow them out
of the water.

blow someone’s brains out ® blow someone’s mind
blow someone’s brains out—kill smb. by shooting: Smith
wouldn’t do anythin