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COURSE GUIDE
Introduction

Welcome.

ARA 382 Arabic Grammar 2 is a two-Credit Unit Course for the
Islamic Studies students in the Bachelor of Arts Degree programme of the
School of Arts and Social Sciences of the National Open University of Nigeria.
It consists of fourteen units which acquaint students with the various types of
pronouns in Arabic grammar, the formation of dual and plural from singular
nouns in Arabic and the types of vowels in Arabic. These also include the
numbering system in Arabic, types and functions of particles in Arabic as well
as the grammatical rules guiding the formation of sentences in Arabic.
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This Course Guide provides information on what the course is all about, what
you are expected to know in each unit, what course materials you will be using
and how you can work your way through these materials. It also tells you
about assessments, and periodic tutorial classes that are available for the
course.

What you will learn in this Course

The overall aim of ARA 382 Arabic Grammar 2 is to introduce you to
the various types of pronouns in Arabic grammar, the formation of dual and
plural from singular nouns in Arabic and the types of vowels in Arabic. The
numbering system in Arabic, types and functions of particles in Arabic as well
as the grammatical rules guiding the formation of sentences in Arabic are also
included the introduction. You will at the end of this course be free from
grammatical errors when you speak or write in the language.

Course Aims
The aims of this Course can be summarized as follows:
) Introducing you to the basic components of Arabic grammar

i) Preparing you for expressing yourself in grammatically perfect spoken
and written Arabic.

iii)  Enabling you to identify various types of nouns, verbs and particles in
Arabic language

Course Objectives

To achieve the aims set out above, each unit of ARA 382 has specific
objectives which are stated for you at its beginning. | advise that you read
them before you start working through the unit. You may want to refer to them
during your study to check your progress.

Here are the wider objectives of ARA 382 course as a whole. By
meeting the objectives, you can count yourself as having met the aims of the
course. On successful completion of the course, you should be able to:

a) Highlight the noun in Arabic language; identify and utilize its masculine
and feminine; singular, dual and plural forms in written and spoken Arabic.

b) Recognise the various types and tenses of Arabic language verbs in
writtenforms and utilize them in spoken Arabic.

C) State the Arabic language particles, their meanings, uses and effects in
Arabicgrammar

d) Use Arabic pronouns and identify correct use of them in oral and
writtenexpressions
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e) Construct and recognize grammatically perfect nominal and verbal
sentences

f)  Recognise Arabic numbering system and use them appropriately in
oral and written expressions

g) Identify the various types of Arabic pronouns and employ them in
appropriate constructions

Working through this Course

To complete the course, you are required to read the study units and
other related materials. You will also need to undertake practical exercises for
which you will need a pen, a note-book, and other materials that will be listed
in this guide. The exercises are to aid you in understanding the concepts being
presented. At the end of each unit, you will be required to submit written
assignments for assessment purposes. At the end of the course, you will write
a final examination.

Course Materials

The major materials you will need for this course are:
) Course guide

i)  Study units

i)  Text books

iv)  Presentation Schedule
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There are fourteen Units in this course broken into four modules. They

are listed below:
MODULE 1:
Unit 1:

Unit 2:

Unit 3:

Unit 4:

Unit 5:

MODULE 2:
Unit 1:
Unit 2:
Unit 3:
Unit 4:

MODULE 3:
Unit 1;
Unit 2:

THE PRONOUNS IN ARABIC

Detached (Personal) Pronouns in Arabic

Attached Pronouns 1 (Pronominal Suffixes)
Attached Pronouns 11 (Possessive Pronouns)
Concealed Pronouns

Demonstrative, Relative and Interrogative Pronouns

SINGULAR, DUAL AND PLURALS
Singular and Dual

Sound Masculine Plural

Sound Feminine Plural

Broken Plural

THE VOWELS
Primary Vowels
Secondary Vowels

MODULE 4: ARABIC NUMBERING SYSTEM, PARTICLES
AND FORMATION OF SENTENCES

Unit 1;
Unit 2:
Unit 3:

Arabic Numbers
Arabic Particles
Arabic Sentences
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Self-Assessment Exercises (SAES)

Each unit contains a number of self-tests. These self-test questions on the
sections you have just covered are meant to help to evaluate your progress and
to reinforce your understanding of the materials. Alongside with your tutor-
marked assignments, these exercises will assist you in achieving the stated
learning objectives of the individuals units and of the course.

Tutor Marked Assignments (TMAS)

You will have to submit a specified number of Tutor Marked Assignments
(TMAS). Every unit in this course has a tutor marked assignment. You will be
assessed on four of them but the best three performances from the (TMAS)
will be used for 30% grading. When you have completed each assignment,
send it together with a Tutor Marked Assignment form, to your tutor. Make
sure each assignment reaches your tutor on or before the deadline for
submissions. If for any reason, you cannot complete your work on time,
contact your tutor for a discussion on the possibility of an extension.
Extension will not be granted after the due date unless under exceptional
circumstances.

References and Further Readings

Each unit contains a list of references and further reading. Try to get as many
as possible of those textbooks and materials. They are meant to deepen your
knowledge of the course. In addition, you must obtain text materials which are
provided by the NOUN. You may contact your tutor if you have problems in
obtaining the text materials. Below is a list of the books suggested as
references and further readings.

Adetunji, B. &Hameed, D.O. (2009). A New Approach to the Arabic Language for
Schools and Colleges, Abeokuta, Goad Educational Publishers

Amin, A.Q.H. and Kazim, Y. (1977). Qawa ‘id ’al-lughah ’al- ‘arabiyyah, Iraqi
Ministry of Education, Baghdad

Bakr, E.Y et al. (1975). Arabic by RadioSeries Cairo, A.R.E. Broadcasting
Corporation

Balogun, 1.A.B. and Oseni, Z.I. (1985). A Modern Arabic Course, Bk 1, Islamic
Publications Bureau, Lagos.

Cowan, D. (1975). Modern Literary Arabic.lslamic Publications Bureau, Lagos
.Folorunsho, M.A. (1996) .A Modern Approach to Arabic Reading, Moyanjuola
Publishers, Ede

Folorunsho, M.A. (2000). The Basis of Arabic Grammar, Osogbo, Harmony
Publications (Nig.) Ltd.

Magbul, A.A. &Zakari, A.M. (1427 A.H/ 2006 C.E) Qawa ‘id "al-lughah al

- ‘arabiyyah, Bk.. 2, Qabrus, Dar ’al-’ an

Magbul, S.A.&Marshan, S.M. (1427 A.H./ 2006 C.E.) ‘An-nahwwa ’s-sarf, BK. 3,
Qabrus Dar ’al-’an

Mukhtar, 1.B. (1992). Arabic Brighter Grammar, Bk 1, Mainasara Press, Kano.
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Assessment File

An assessment file and a marking scheme will be made available to you. In the
assessment file, you will find details of the works you must submit to your
tutor for marking. There are two aspects of the assessment of this course; the
tutor marked and the written examination. The marks you obtain in these two
areas will make up your final marks. The assignment must be submitted to
your tutor for formal assessment in accordance with the deadline stated in the
presentation schedule and the Assignment file. The work you submit to your
tutor for assessment will count for 30% of your total score.

Presentation Schedule

The dates for submission of all assignments will be communicated to you.
You will also be told the date of completing the study units and dates for
examinations.

Course Overview and Presentations Schedule

Unit Title work Weeks Activity

Modulel The Pronouns in
Arabic

Unit 1 Detached Week 1
(Personal)
Pronouns in
Arabic

Unit 2 Attached Week 2
Pronouns 1
(Pronominal
Suffixes)

Unit 3 Attached Week 3 Assignment 1
Pronouns II
(Possessive
Pronouns)

Unit 4 Concealed Week 4
Pronouns

Unit 5 Demonstrative, | Week 5
Relative and
Interrogative
Pronouns

Module 2 Singular, Dual Assignment 2
and Plurals

Unit 1 Singular and Week 6
Dual

Unit 2 Sound Week 7
Masculine Plural
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Unit 3 Sound Feminine | Week 8 Assignment 3
Plural
Unit 4 Broken Plurals | Week 9
Module 3 The Vowels
Unit 1 Primary Vowels | Week 10 Assignment 4
Unit 2 Secondary Week 11
Vowels
Module 4 Arabic
Numbering
System, The
Particles and
Formation of
Sentences
Unit 1 Arabic Numbers | Week 12
Unit 2 Arabic Particles | Week 13
Unit 3 Arabic Week 14
Sentences

Final Examination and Grading

The final examination will be a text of three hours. All areas of the
course will be examined. Find time to read the unit all over before your
examination. The final examination will attract 70% of the total course grade.
The examination will consist of questions, which reflects the kinds of self-
assessment exercises and tutor marked assignment you have previously
encountered. And all aspects of the course will be assessed. You should use
the time between completing the last unit, and taking the examination to revise
the entire course.

Course Marking Scheme
The following table lays out how the actual course mark allocation is broken
down.

Assessment Mark
Assignment (Best Three 30%
Assignments out of four Marked)

Final Examination 70%
Total 100%

How to Get the Most from this Course

In distance learning, the study units replace the university lecture. This is one
of the great advantages of distance learning; you can read and work through
specially designed study materials at your own pace, and at a time and place
that suits you best. Think of it as reading the lecture instead of listening to the
lecturer. In the same way a lecturer might give you some reading to do, the

10
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study units tell you where to read, and which are your text materials or set
books. You are provided exercises to do at appropriate points, just as a lecturer
might give you an in-class exercise. Each of the study units follows a common
format. The first item is an introduction to the subject matter of the unit, and
how a particular unit is integrated with the other units and the course as a
whole. Next to this is a set of learning objectives. These objectives let you
know what you should be able to do by the time you have completed the unit.
These learning objectives are meant to guide your study. The moment a unit is
finished, you must go back and check whether you have achieved the
objectives. If this is made a habit, then you will significantly improve your
chances of passing the course. This will usually be either from your set books
or from a Reading section. The following is a practical strategy for working
through the course. If you run into any trouble, telephone your tutor,
Remember that tutor’s job is to help you. When you need assistance, do not

hesitate to call and ask your tutor to provide it.

1) Read this Course Guide thoroughly, it is your first assignment

2) Organize a Study Schedule. Design a ‘Course Overview’ to guide you through
the course. Note the time you are expected to spend on each unit and how the
Assignment relate to the units. Whatever method you choose to use, you

should decide on and write in your own dates and schedule of work for each

unit.

3) Once you have created your own study schedule, do everything to stay faithful
to it. The major reason why students fail is that they get behind with their

course work if you get into difficulties with your schedule, please, let your

tutor know before it is too late to help.

4) Turn to Unit 1, and read the introduction and the objectives for the unit.

5) Assemble the study materials. You will need your set books and the unit you
are studying at any point in time. As you work through the unit, you will know
what sources to consult for further information.

6) Keep in touch with your centre. Up-to-do course information will be
continuously available there

7) Well before the relevant due dates (about 4 weeks before due dates), keep in
mind that you will learn a lot by doing the assignment carefully. They have

been designed to help you meet the objectives of the course and, therefore,

will help you pass the examination. Submit all assignments not later than due

date.

8) Review the objectives for each study unit to confirm that you have achieved
them. If you feel unsure about any of the objectives, review the study

materials or consult your tutor.

9) When you are confident that you have achieved a unit’s objectives, you can
start on the next unit. Proceed unit by unit through the course and try to pace

your stuffy so that you keep yourself on schedule.

10)  When you have submitted your assignment to your tutor for marking, do not
wait for its return before starting on the next unit. Keep to your schedule.

When the assignment is returned, pay particular attention to your tutor’s

comments, both on the tutor-marked assignment form and also the written
comments on the ordinary assignments.

11)  After completing the last unit, review the course and prepare yourself for the

11
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final examination. Check that you have achieved the unit objective (listed at
the beginning of each unit) and the course objectives (listed in the Course
Guide)

Tutors and Tutorials

Information relating to the tutorials will be provided at the appropriate time.
Your tutor will mark and comment on your assignments, keep a close watch
on your progress and on any difficulties you might encounter and provide
assistance to you during the course. You must take your tutor-marked
assignments to the study centre well before the due date (at least two working
days are required). They will be marked by your tutor and returned to you as
soon as possible.

Do not hesitate to contact your tutor if you need help. Contact your tutor if:
You do not understand any part of the study unit or the assigned reading
You have difficulty with the exercise

You have a problem or problems with an assignment or with your tutor’s
comments on any assignment or with the grading of an assignment.

You should try your best to attend the tutorials. This is the only chance
to have face-to-face contact with your tutor and ask questions which are
answered instantly. You can raise any problem encountered in the course of
your study. To gain the maximum benefit from course tutorials, prepare a
question list before attending them. You will learn a lot from participating in
discussion actively.

Conclusion

ARA 382 provides you a basic component of Arabic Grammar upon
which you develop mastery in the use of the Arabic language structure. It is
aimed at equipping you with analytical skills to examine the nature of Arabic
language by introducing you to Arabic Grammar upon which you will be able
to identify types of pronouns, types and procedures for the formation of dual
and plural in Arabic. It is also aimed at familiarizing you with the various
types of vowels, the numbering system in Arabic, the particles and their
functions as well as the rules guiding the formation of sentences in Arabic.

Summary

All features of this course guide have been designed to facilitate your
learning in order that you achieve the aims and objectives of the course. They
include the aims and objectives; Course Summary, Course Overview, Self
Assessment Exercises and study questions. You should ensure that you make
maximum use of them in your study to achieve maximum results.

We hope that you will find the Course interesting and useful; and wish
YOU Success.

12
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THE PRONOUNS IN ARABIC
DETACHED (PERSONAL) PRONOUNS IN ARABIC

Introduction

Objectives

Main Content

3.1: Types of Pronouns in Arabic

3.2:  Detached Pronouns in Arabic

3.3: Detached Pronouns in Nominative Cases
3.4. Detached Pronouns in Accusative Cases
Conclusion

Summary

Tutor Marked Assignment

References and Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Pronouns are words or expressions standing in places of nouns. This
definition embraces both the English and Arabic pronouns. Personal pronouns
in English are either singular (I, He, She, You) or plural (We, They, You). In
Arabic, however, there are singular, dual and plural pronouns. This complex
aspect (pronouns) of Arabic requires the attention of learners as it forms the
basis of most of the Arabic constructions. This unit introduces you to different
types of pronouns in Arabic, with emphasis on the detached (personal

pronouns).

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of the unit, you should be able to:

- state the types of pronouns in Arabic

- identify the detached pronouns in Arabic

- get acquainted with the accusative and nominative detached pronouns in

Arabic

- identify the classification of detached pronouns according to the gender

and the number of persons involved in the usage.

17
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Types of Pronouns

There are three types of pronouns in Arabic; these are: detached,4laiic
attached, 4l=is and concealed ones 3, The three types are represented by
the following table:

Pronouns
Silaall
Concealed Attached Detached
Jeldll 26 3" person 2" person 1% person
cplelal) G il ki Al
oY) Gl G Ay &l &, ul
Gelaal 5l BY Ay el RIS
3 gl ()53 Laly) L PRSP
il s, FYENS Ry L
sl ol Sl e Ry A
lhaall Cals
clelall e U
S5l ol

In this unit however, elaboration shall be made of the detached
pronouns while the ‘attached’ and the ‘concealed’ will be treated in the
subsequent units.

Self Assessment Exercise

Define Arabic pronoun and identify the types of pronouns in Arabic.

3.2 Detached Pronouns in Arabic 4adiall siledll

Pronouns in Arabic are either detached, attached or concealed. The
Arabic personal pronouns, which are fourteen in number, are of the detached
category. Three of these are for third person(s) masculine, three for third
person(s) feminine, three for second person(s) masculine, three for second
person(s) feminine and the last two for first person(s) masculine/feminine.
They are stated the following table:

18
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Usage: Persons Gender English Personal
equivalents pronouns
3rd Person Masculine He A
singular
3rd person dual Masculine They Lea
3rd person plural Masculine They b
3rd person Feminine She <
singular
3rd person dual Feminine They Lad
3rd person plural Feminine They O
2nd person Masculine You i)
singular
2nd person dual Masculine You L)
2nd person Masculine You il
plural
2nd person Feminine You il
singular
2nd person dual Feminine You Lai)
2nd person Feminine You Cral
plural
1st person Masculine/feminine | Ul
singular
1st person Masculine/feminine We Ol
dual/plural

Though different pronouns are used for different genders in Arabic yet
there are some similarities. The dual pronouns indicating the second and third
persons respectively, {Wil} and { W } are shared by both masculine and

19
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feminine. Also, the first person pronouns { U } and {o~ } are used for the two
genders.

Let us now consider the English equivalents of the fourteen pronouns, it
will be noted that only six English pronouns represent them all; these are: I,
We, She, He, They, and You.

| - representing {4 } 1st person singular masculine/feminine
We - representing { o~} 1st person dual/ plural masculine/feminine
You - representing {<ui } 2nd person singular masculine

You - representing { <xi } 2nd person singular feminine

You - representing {\ii } 2nd person dual masculine/feminine
You - representing { i } 2nd person plural masculine

You - representing { &l } 2nd person plural feminine

He - representing {s } 3rd person singular masculine

She - representing {# } 3rd person singular feminine

They -representing {\a } 3rd person dual masculine/feminine
They -representing {~» } 3rd person plural masculine

They -representing {&» } 3rd person plural feminine

Self Assessment Test

Identify six of the detached pronouns and state their English equivalents.

3.3 Detached Pronouns in Nominative Cases
There are three cases in Arabic: nominative, accusative and genitive.

Two of these cases, namely the nominative and accusative are applicable to
detached pronouns.

Please recall the last lesson (3.2), the pronouns treated are all in
nominative cases. When a detached pronoun appears as in the table above, it is
treated as Ixiw ‘subject’ to which a = “predicate’ is expected to be added, to

make a complete statement. Find few examples below:

20
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Oalie s - 5
Obalia Lea - Laa
Osealie 2 - 2
Bl A -
Olaginag Laa - Laa
Silagiae (i - p

Alie il - Gl
Oalioe Ll - Lail
Osalue il i

Lagecul -l

Oliiege Laiil - Lail

Ciliage Gl o Gl
LJM / :}nJJA L\i - 1_11
Sl jde [ Ogmpde (23 - 03

The subject lxise js defined as a noun in the nominative case which
commences a sentence, while the predicate »& is also a noun in the
nominative case joined to the subject to form a complete sentence.

The sentences above comprise a pronoun (which grammatically enjoys
the status of a noun) and a noun each. The pronoun which commences each of
the sentences is treated as the subject. The second noun in each of the
sentences informs us of certain qualities in the first word of the sentences, i.e.
the subject, so it is the predicate. Both are in the nominative cases.

Self Assessment Exercise

- Add suitable predicates to the following pronouns Wb ;i G4 Ul

3.4  Detached Pronouns in Accusative Cases

Detached pronouns in accusative cases are treated as the objects
(42 Js=2e) . The object is defined as a noun in the accusative case indicating the
particular thing on which the action of the doer (the subject -d=&l ) occurs. A
detached pronoun in the accusative case is represented by 4l suffixed by a

lexical item representing the actual pronoun. Find few examples below:

21
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Number/Gender Singular Dual Plural
1" b Ll )
person/masculine
1*" person/feminine 4l L b
2" S LSty &SW
person/masculine
2" person/feminine G LSty SSU
3" sl Laalyl aall
person/masculine
3" person/feminine Laly) Laaly Sal

Let us consider the Qur’an, chapter 1 verse 5 where Allah says:

Gaaiaad A5 dns A

meaning “Thee do we worship and Thine aid we

seek”... <l occurs twice in this holy verse and the two occur each as ‘the

object’ in the holy verse. All the pronouns in the above table cannot occur in
the sentences except as objects, in accusative case.
Let us go through this table for more illustrations

Laiidl cuaill jilea [ Aladiall il e lee & il
i gall Sl | Gagall Sl
adedll At o) - aleddl FAa gl | Al Ul - Al Ul 3yl | alSidl yiles
el - o i U | Gl ol - Glalise o (il
A ATl - A A STUl | Clalue (i - salie eal
il - Ll | diege ol - (esedal | 3l Jilaca
Canat LS - Canad LaSU | (lite e Laiil — (lia e Lati il EAFA(
S G80 - S SU) | cliage (Gl — () siase o aeal
LoJinl bl - Gelfialol) | diage a8 — Jalde | 24l | Cilal) jilea
Einal Laalll - el Laall | lialie La olalia La il
Sad () - dad Al | Slalie (4 —gaaliana | aeall

22
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Self Assessment Exercise
- State the detached pronouns in accusative case with relevant

illustrations

40 CONCLUSION Ly

Pronouns are lexical items standing in places of nouns. Arabic pronouns
can be classified into three types — detached, attached and concealed.
Detached pronouns are fourteen, each representing a particular gender and
number. Two of the three cases in Arabic — the accusative, nominative and
genitive- are applicable to the detached pronouns; these are the accusative and
nominative cases.

-

50 SUMMARY Aadal)

In this unit, we have treated the types of pronouns in Arabic with
emphasis on the detached pronouns. We have attempted the classification of
the pronouns according to the number and gender involved in the usage.
Various cases applicable to the detached pronouns have also been studied.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1. State the detached pronouns in Arabic with their English equivalents

2. Identify the three types of pronouns in Arabic
3. Differentiate between the attached and the detached pronouns with

appropriate illustrations.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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MODULE 1
UNIT 2: ATTACHED PRONOUNS 1 (PRONOMINAL SUFFIXES)

1.0: Introduction

2.0: Objectives

3.0: Main Content
3.1: The Pronominal Suffixes
3.2: Nun ’al-wigayah

4.0:  Conclusion

5.0:  Summary

6.0: Tutor Marked Assignments

7.0: References and Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The previous unit focuses on the detached pronouns while this unit
addresses the attached pronouns. The attached pronouns are the ones that
cannot stand alone meaningfully. They are usually attached to the end of verbs,
nouns and particles. When attached to verbs, they appear in nominative or
accusative cases — depending on the type of verb as we will elaborate in this
unit. They appear in genitive case when attached to nouns or prepositions. The
ones in the nominative and accusative cases together with Nian ‘al-wigayah
will be the subject of this unit.

20 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- Identify the pronominal suffixes in Arabic

- Be acquainted with the pronominal suffixes in nominative and
accusative cases

- Compare and contrast the attached and detached pronouns in Arabic.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Pronominal Suffixes daial) yilaall

As stated earlier, Arabic pronouns are either separated or suffixed. Each
of the fourteen separate personal pronouns is represented by a pronominal
suffix when applied to perfect (past tense) verbs. Pronominal suffixes
representing these pronouns act as subjects of the verbs to which they are
suffixed, hence they are called the nominative pronominal suffixes. They are
contained in the following:

Examples: Perfect pronominal suffixes Personal pronouns
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verbs

A BRC - )
Lad Lals | Lo
) 5283 | gauls ) ad
Cuad Caada < D
Lad s (¥ Laa
uad Sl O Cn
Cuad Lu.d; <O il
Laiad [PAIEN [P L)
u.u

Aal Al A A
Cuad Cuala < <l
Lala ) s L Lati)
G BN & ol
Caad Caala & &
Luad Liads & O

From the examples above, it will be noted that a similarity occurs in the
second person dual masculine/feminine pronoun where the same pronominal
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suffix i is also applicable to the same gender and number as in the personal
pronoun for the two.
Self Assessment Exercise
Compare and contrast the attached pronouns and the detached pronouns
The suffixes may be attached to the perfect verbs to remain in

accusative cases as in the following

Examples Corresponding Personal
pronominal pronouns
suffixes

4 bl A A
Laga ya Lad yiad Lag Lea
P i p oo o
L a L e e &
g ya aA i Lagn Lea
O A e O o
L& i L yial Lo XS
S S et < S
B RV <l |
&S LS ial L& LS
S I s ul

The pronominal suffixes in the nominative case may also be attached to
the imperfect (present tense) verbs. A verb that denotes an action in the
present or the future is called imperfect (present tense) verbs. As opposed to
the perfect (past tenses) which are only suffixed, present tense verbs in Arabic
are prefixed and suffixed. There are four letters technically known as ‘anaytu
( &l ) which commence present tense verbs. Each of them has specific
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pronouns with which it functions while various pronominal suffixes are added
when applying a verb to different pronouns.
The following table contains two present tense verbs with initial present

tense letters and appropriate pronominal suffixes applied:

Examples: Present Corresponding initial present | Personal pronoun
tense verbs tense letters and pronominal
suffixes

= S dy -+ verb + o 5
ol oy o+ Verb+ Laa
Oniay PR Os + verb+ ad
E—‘s-‘ TRV -+ verb+ « &R
Qlaids Ol ol + verb + & Lea
Oy Gy O+ verb+ B

A XS -+ verb + « &l
Olaids Ol ol + verb +& L)
JUpTNc G5 Os + verb + < acil
s O i o+ verb + <« il
Ol Ol o+ verb + & Lail
Gpaids G O+ verb+ o Syl
e Yy - + verb+ | ul
s Caa i -+ verb + ¢ Gl

Similarity occurs among some verbs when applied to certain personal
pronouns as those pronouns are represented by the same present tense letters
and suffixes; e.g.

(@) & (she) and <l (you — singular masculine) are represented by the same
letter
{-+tverb+<}

(b) & (they 3rd person dual feminine) and Wil (you — 2nd person dual

27



ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

masculine/feminine) are represented by the same letter and suffixes

(o' +verb+<)
More examples are:
Zayd goes/ is going to the school 4wl ) 3 5 caaly

Fatimah reads/ is reading a letter 4L, dakals B

Pronominal suffixes may also be attached to the imperative verbs. A
verb which expresses a request or gives an order is called imperative, request
or command verb. Verbs in this category are usually directed towards second
person; e.g. ‘go’, ‘sit, ‘eat’, and so on.

As usual, different verbs are applicable to different persons in Arabic
which equally focuses second person in the construction of its imperative
verbs. Imperative in Arabic is prefixed and suffixed. The radical ‘alif serves as
prefix for this verb while different pronominal suffixes are added, depending
on the person(s) concerned.

The following table contains two imperative verbs applied to the six
second person pronouns, with appropriate prefixes and suffixes cited.

Examples: Corresponding Second person
Imperatives prefixes and suffixes Pronouns
z) Caad) + verb+ ! El
L) Lad [ 1+ verb+ | Laial
) g8 lsad | I + verb+ | Al
sy 2| s+ verb+ <l
(BNt Ll I + verb+ ) Lais)
] cwd | o+ verb+ ) Gl

Similar prefix and suffix are shared by (i), the second person dual
masculine/feminine pronoun. As noted above, the pronoun is represented by
the letter ‘alif as prefix while the same letter serves again as the suffix.

Examples of how imperative is used in complete meaningful sentences

are:
Read this letter LI ISV I
Sit on the chair = SN e Gl

Self Assessment Exercise
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Convert the following past tense verbs to imperative verbs:
BT R Te T ST Y R S EN

There are also indirect imperative verbs, commonly used in giving order
to carry out an action, to a third person. The only difference between this latter
form of imperative from the one treated earlier is that the former is preceded
by "alif whereas indirect imperative is proceeded by lam ( J ) in genitive case;
succeeded by a present tense letter before the verb.

The following table contains two indirect imperative verbs applied to

the six third person pronouns, with appropriate prefixes and suffixes.

Examples: Indirect Corresponding Third person pronouns
Imperative prefixes and suffixes
sl ] - verb+ ¢+ J A
[EEN Ladd 1+ verb+ s+ J aa
AN I | 15 4+ verb+ s+ J aa
PNt M| s+ verb+ ¢+ J b
Laiail Ladil | |+ verb+ <+ Laa
Gl Gwdl| o+ verb+ s+ J B

3.2 Nin ’al-wiqayah (The guarding ‘n’)

The guarding ‘n’ is one of the suffixes. Let us now discuss this suffix
representing the first person singular, feminine or masculine.
(a) D) Sala
zla s a past-tense verb. The subject is Skaiul . The direct object is +l
preceded by ‘n’ in a2l (S +zW)
(b) AR sl Ay 5

) consists of 3 + &). The emphatic particle &) governs 6.1 preceded by “n’.

The predicate is o8 ik ; it is in the nominative case indicated by &Y in the
dual endingy)
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(c) The uofthe suffix @ is called by Arab grammarians 465l (58 “the
guarding ‘n’ because it protects the preceding vowel from being absorbed by
the long 3%& constituting (2al) rdsa.d\ $b = (&8 ). Inthese two
examples, the ‘n’ has protected the preceding ik being absorbed by the
following long 3%& . Another example: (u-vu& ) ‘he is generous to me’
here, the ‘n’ protects the preceding 42La from being absorbed by the
following long s =< |

In other words, ‘the guarding n’ serves to avoid a hiatus, i.e. a break
between a word ending with a vowel and another word beginning with a
vowel (the pronominal suffix).
(d) & ifis appended to a verb, the ‘guarding n’ is never dropped. It may be
dropped, however, for the sake of ‘lightening’ (a-usuﬂ ), if = is appended to J)

or one of its ‘sisters’ 3 : (for &), i (for @15) etc

(e) The ‘guarding n’ is added before ASAA\ ¢L appended to the
prepositions ‘s and e , thus: s (& + () , & (& + &) the ‘n’ of the
preposition ( &e , &) thus remains quiescent. Apart from these two cases, the
genitive pronominal suffix of the first person singular is always without ‘n’;

e.g. w2 (st 33) ‘my provisions’.

Self Assessment Exercise:

Construct five words accompanied by the ‘guarding n’

4.0 CONCLUSION

You have learnt one of the two aspects of attached pronouns in this unit.
We have dealt with the pronominal suffixes representing each of the separate
pronouns in Arabic. These suffixes cannot stand alone meaningfully. They are
usually attached to the verbs in the perfect, imperfect and imperative forms
respectively. Falling under the purview of the pronominal suffixes is also
Niin “al-wigayah. Relevant examples have been provided to substantiate the
discussions.
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50 SUMMARY
The pronominal suffixes become meaningful when attached to verbs.
Each of the fourteen separate pronouns in Arabic is represented by appropriate

pronominal suffixes.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. State the pronominal suffixes representing each of the separate
pronouns and apply these to a past tense verb.

2. Convert X to present tense verb and apply relevant pronominal

suffixes to the verb
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1.0: Introduction
2.0: Objectives
3.0: Main Content
3.1: The Possessive Pronouns
3.2: The Pronominal Suffix of the First Person Plural
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

There exist a category of attached pronouns known as the possessive
pronouns. The attached pronouns — pronominal suffixes to the three categories
of verbs — the perfect, imperfect and imperative have been studied in the
previous lesson. Pronominal suffixes attached to nouns or prepositions are
known as possessive pronouns. This category of suffixes will be studied in this
unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:
- Identify the possessive pronominal suffixes when attached to nouns
- Identify the pronominal suffixes when attached to prepositions
- Compare and contrast the pronominal suffixes in this unit with the ones

you have earlier studied in the last unit

3.0 MAINCONTENT

3.1 Possessive Pronouns
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Each of the fourteen separate pronouns is represented by a pronominal
suffix which serves the purpose of possession in Arabic. These possessive
pronouns are contained in the following table

English Possessive Personal
equivalents pronouns pronouns
His 4 3
Their Lag Laa
Their o aa
Her EE B
Their Lags Laa
Their O b
Your i &l
Your RS B
Your RS R
Your &l il
Your LS [
Your BS G
My & Ul
Our G Gad

It should be noted that possessive pronouns are added as suffix to nouns and
prepositions.

- The pronominal suffix ( «& ) is shared by masculine and feminine
duals. Some of the personal pronouns are not adequately represented as they
serve the purpose of possessive pronouns too; these include

ke - for masculine and feminine duals
e - for masculine plural
Se - for feminine plural

Self Assessment Exercise
-State the six second person personal pronouns in Arabic and cite the

possessive pronouns representing each of the pronouns
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Please note that the pronouns function properly and meaningfully when
they are suffixed to nouns or prepositions. Let us consider the following table
where the pronouns are suffixed to a singular noun

Meaning Example English Possessive Personal
equivalents pronouns pronouns
His book ES His a 3
Their book LagaliS Their Lag oA
Their book s Their ae ah
Her book s Her e A
Their book Lagalis Their Lag oA
Their book RS Their e Sa
Your book SLUS Your & il
Your book RXES Your [OKS B
Your book REES Your L Rl
Your book BN Your | <l
Your book [BREES Your LS B
Your book RS Your S K
My book S My s Gl
Our book [ Our U O

Self Assessment Exercise

- Apply the possessive pronouns to the following nouns A& Cay

Let us consider the application of these suffixes to the word as illustrated in

the following table:

English translation

This is his school
This is their school

This is their school

This is her school

Usage in Arabic Possessive | Personal
pronouns | pronouns

&JM Y a4 9

LA%EL\&JJA [8T-Y LA@—? Laa

(;é_ln)m 0 P ad

Lgas y2e 028 e L
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This is their school \-A@—u-n e 538 L e
This is their school Dt yia 030 e e
This is your school Sl e 028 €| &
This is your school \.AS.w BIVRSTS LS L
This is your school P 2e o3 > -
This is your school ¢livs e 028 4 il
This is your school usm e 038 us LA_u\
This is your school CR e o9 &S o
This is my school (i e 028 -

This is our school U e 038 & o

3.2 The Pronominal Suffix of the First Person Plural

The pronominal suffix of the first person plural is G, whether in the
accusative ( )¢ ‘he knew us’) or in the gemtwe (ks ‘our book’). Both
cases are illustrated by Jarir’s words: W (s A S El&  the suffix U in (&8
( G+ JB ))is in the accusative, but the suffix Gin & ( G + & )isin
the genitive.

As an accusative suffix, G is appended to &) or one of its sisters; e.g.
Hsadd L) 25 G The ‘n’ of G appended to & , & or &K may be
dropped for the sake of ‘lightening’ (u-tsuﬂ) thus: U (for G), G (for \&l), clg
(for LK), Example (1 il 5 5k) Ddl Al s SEEY U “Verily, we sent it
down on the Night of Judgement” (The Chapter of Judgement verse 1);
here , Ul is used for Sl Note also that & in 83 is the nominative, for it is the
subject. The pronomlnal suffix is thus used in the nominative, accusative or
genitive.

Self Assessment Exercise
- State the pronominal suffix of the first person plural with relevant
illustrations

Furthermore, the possessive pronouns may be attached to prepositions
as in the following examples
4 : A -

a
\A@_Z\ s LA@" ) LA@J - (\.AA)

35




ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

o) T ()
R R )
L, L Jed - (L)
S, O Lod - ((»)
&) , & A =)
L&) L& L& (Ll
L) o )
L) , <l el ()
L&) W& VXS [ (i)
& , & N )
) , Gy A (o)

Self Assessment Exercise

- If the preposition ( J) is prefixed to a pronominal suffix for the third person
singular masculine, it becomes ? You can use it in a sentence thus:
(This book belongs to him). Attach the preposition to the remaining
pronominal suffixes and use them in sentences.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Pronouns like his, her, their, your, my and our are described as
possessive pronouns in English. These pronouns have equivalents in Arabic.
Each of the fourteen separate pronouns in Arabic is represented by a
possessive pronoun. The possessive pronouns are added as suffixes to nouns
and pronouns. Some of these pronouns are shared by masculine and feminine.

5.0 SUMMARY

Possessive pronouns are attached to either nouns or prepositions. These
pronouns become meaningful when attached. Each of the separate pronouns in
Arabic is appropriately represented by a possessive pronoun.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. State the possessive pronouns in Arabic and attach them to the

following nouns: S 2B ALon Sl (LS
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1.0  INTRODUCTION
In the construction of Arabic sentences, certain circumstances call for
the concealment of pronouns optionally or compulsorily. When pronouns are
concealed, the completeness or meaningfulness of the constructions remains
unaltered. This unit focuses the concealed pronouns and their usages in Arabic
constructions.
2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of the lesson, you should be able to:
- Define and classify the concealed pronouns into optional and
compulsory categories
- Identify the actual detached pronouns for which concealed pronouns
could stand

- Compare and contrast the attached, detached and concealed pronouns.
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 The Concealed Pronouns

You have learnt that Arabic pronouns can be divided into three broad
categories: the attached, detached and concealed. The first two categories can
be seen in written forms and they can be pronounced in sentences. Concealed
pronouns cannot be seen in written forms and they cannot be pronounced. As
the name implies, they are concealed in both oral and written forms.

3.2.0 Categories of Concealed Pronouns 3 siiwall jilall

Concealed pronouns can be categorised into two. In the construction of
Arabic sentences, the pronouns are optionally concealed in some usages while
they are compulsorily concealed in some. The two categories are treated with
appropriate illustrations as follows:

3.2.1 The Concealed Pronouns (Optional)

The concealed pronouns in this category may be represented by a proper
noun or a separate pronoun in Arabic expressions. The pronouns are concealed
optionally because they are adequately represented. Let us consider the
following example:

The teacher came  &xill 2ls

The sentence above consists an action s~ and the doer (subject) of that
action al=<ll, The subject is a noun in the nominative case indicating the doer of
an action and it is commonly cited after the action as in the example. The
subject is masculine in singular form. It can as well be replaced by a separate
pronoun s» . The pronoun is said to be concealed optionally when an
expression takes the form of the stated example. The same explanation goes
for the examples in the following table

PEIRN Saacall a6 | recall i) Jadll & dieal) Jadll
alkl)

il 5 tla (Al Gall s

Fla ﬁ EBRI PR G50 & s

s o | SRR (5 A5 Gl | ELAY Gl (5,45

el el
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Self Assesment Exercise
- State the rules guiding the concealment of pronouns optionally with

appropriate illustrations

3.2.2 The Concealed Pronoun (Compulsory)

Pronouns are compulsorily concealed under certain grammatical
conditions in Arabic usage. Some of the conditions are discussed as follows:

(i) A pronoun is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject of an
imperative verb (- »¥! 324 ) intended for a second person. Let us consider this
example: 4a8all &6 ) Juw N 3
“Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom: The word is an imperative verb
directed to a second person singular masculine. The subject ( d=&l ) which is
compulsorily concealed is ( <l ) “You’ — the second person singular
masculine pronoun. }

Imperative verb like (13! (sit down), ¢l (beat), X (eat) and 5 (say)
which obviously appear as one word each, are indeed enough for a speech.
This is because they are not single words as they appear to be. Rather, they are
sentences comprising two words, one of which is expressed but the other one
(&) is concealed. The listener understands this from the command, even
though it is not expressed verbally.

The concealment of pronouns while constructing imperative verbs is
not restricted to singular pronouns only; it is applicable to other types of
pronouns as well. Let us consider more examples:

Conceale}glﬂ pronouns Imperative verbs
(m) ool LT G
Pl | 5i skl 530 153
(f) i 1) nlB) (B
& U dal Wld) | )
s Ghotal Sla) (i)
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Self Assesment Exercises
(i) State five examples of imperative verbs intended for a second person with
their compulsorily concealed pronouns as in the above table.

(ii) A pronoun is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject ( J=Wl )
of a present tense verb ( ¢ =<l ) intended for a second person (&),

Let us consider this example: — $Sud e 5 a5 e Ca el Ly

‘My son, do you know when to talk and when to remain silent?

The words A% and << are present tense verbs. The subject ( J=W&l ) of the
two verbs which is compulsorily concealed is ( <l ) — “You’, the second
person singular masculine pronouns

- Construct five sentences in the present from where a compulsory
concealed second person singular pronoun for masculine (&30) occurs as
the subject. Apply the same task to the second person singular pronoun

for feminine (<)

- The same rule enumerated above could be applied to dual and plural as well.
Give examples of where each of L (masculine), | (feminine), (m\

and &80 occurs as the subject.

(iii) A pronouns is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject

(0= ) of a present tense verb ¢ _t=all constructed for the first person

dual/plural, masculine/feminine ( v~3). Let us consider the following example
saladl el g 3 We wish you success.

The word s is a present tense verb applicable to dual, masculine or

feminine as well as plural, masculine or feminine. The subject which is

compulsorily concealed is ¢~

-Cite some illustrations of the grammatical rules enumerated above.

(iv) A pronoun is compulsorily concealed when it occurs as the subject Jel4ll
of a present tense verb ¢ Jlzadll intended for the first person singular, masculine
or feminine pronoun ( Ui ). Let us consider this example:

sl Qo5 O 40 T want to drink water”
The words &) , &3l are present tense verbs for the first person singular,
masculine or feminine. The subject of the two verbs which is compulsorily
concealed is Ul

41



ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have discussed the concealed pronouns in this unit. Two types of
the concealed pronouns are the ones optionally concealed and those that are
compulsorily concealed. The grammatical conditions governing the
concealment of these pronouns and the classes to which each of the two
groups can be divided into were also treated. The discussion was spiced with
relevant illustrations.

50 SUMMARY

Arabic pronouns can be broadly divided into three — separate (detached),
attached and concealed. While the first two categories can be seen in written
form and produced orally, concealed pronouns can neither be seen nor
produced. The concealment of these pronouns is guided by certain
grammatical rules which we have examined in this unit.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
1. State relevant examples of the pronouns concealed optionally
2. State at least three grammatical conditions that could lead to concealing

the pronouns compulsorily
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INTRODUCTION
This unit addresses the demonstrative, relative and interrogative

pronouns respectively. The grammatical rules applicable to each of the three
categories are stated with appropriate illustrations

2.0

3.0

OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

cite the demonstrative pronouns and identify the rules affecting them
state the relative pronouns and the appropriate grammatical rules
affecting them

mention the grammatical rules affecting the interrogative pronouns with
relevant illustrations

MAIN CONTENT s LNy slal
Demonstrative Pronouns

In English, we have demonstrative pronouns like ‘this’, ‘that’, ‘these’

and ‘those’. They are all applicable to human and non-human beings, making
no difference between genders. There are demonstrative pronouns also in
Arabic but as usual, they come in singulars, duals and plurals, using different
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forms for masculine and feminine while the difference in distance is also
considered. They are noted below:

Distance Number Gender English Pronouns
equivalents
Near Singular Masculine This 138
Near Dual Masculine These Cpda [ O)a
Near Plural Masculine These 2ED
Near Singular Feminine This AT
Near Dual Feminine These Ol / olla
Near Plural Feminine These BNETY
Far Singular Masculine That <l
Far Dual Masculine Those LSl
Far Plural Masculine Those Sl
Far Singular Feminine That il
Far Dual Feminine Those L&l
Far Plural Feminine Those <l

Considering the pronouns cited, it will be noted that the same
demonstrative pronouns { ¢¥ } is shared by near plural masculine and
feminine. The same is applicable to { €isi  } which is shared by far plural
masculine and feminine. Apart from the two pronouns, other pronouns
perform specific functions as outlined in Arabic grammar. As opposed to
English language where gender is not taken into consideration in its
constructions, gender takes a prominent position in Arabic constructions. In
English, the word ‘this’ is applicable to both masculine and feminine in
singular form. The case is different in Arabic as you can note in the table

Please note the pronouns cited in the table, you will observe that only
two of these pronouns o3 and obls have alternatives as s and
carespectively. With the exception of these two pronouns, the remaining
ones fall under the category of items classified as —_all (x 4dc giadll
“deprived of nunation” in Arabic grammar. Pronouns under this classification
maintain the same ending vowel irrespective of their positions — nominative,
accusative or genitive — in Arabic constructions

The two pronouns ¢»» / ¢l and o / oB change along with the
grammatical rules affecting the positions they occupy in Arabic constructions.
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The two, being duals are so treated in Arabic grammar. Let us consider these
examples

Nominative — BT
Accusative — CndA
Genitive — Crdh
Nominative — bl
Accusative — Ol
Genitive - Ol

Self Assessment Exercise
- State the demonstrative pronouns with the numbers and genders
represented by each of them

If one of the demonstrative pronouns is immediately followed by the
definite article, then the two combined form a demonstrative adjective. Pls
find some examples below:

This teacher EFRCANEN
This female student LI o3a
These people Cplll oY sa
That mosque daall Gl
That aeroplane 5yl ety
Those men Oasl &t f
Those women ALl il f

If the word we intend to qualify by the demonstrative adjective is
definite without the definite article, i.e. if it is a proper noun or followed by a
genitive, then the demonstrative adjective must follow the noun or genitive

construction it qualifies, being really a pronoun in apposition. Let us consider
these examples:

This ‘Abdullah 128 mm
This Fatimah ol dqlald
Those University professors ST ] dnalall B
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If the predicate of a demonstrative pronoun begins with the definite
article, the corresponding personal pronoun must be inserted between the two
since, as noted above, the personal pronoun immediately followed by the
definite article becomes the demonstrative adjective. Let us consider some
examples:

This is the mosque. Saladll 5a 12
That is the (female) teacher aalzall La Gl
These are the generous ones ASY ab oY s
This is the end el (8 oa

If the predicate is definite by reason of following genitive then the
insertion of the personal pronoun is optional. Find some examples below:

This is my pen L) 1w
This is the professor’s wife YN da 5 () oo
Self Assessment Exercise

- Analyse the grammatical rules affecting these expressions
(o2l 13
&:’S‘i “ [“555 &ﬂlﬁ

i (s2) 13

3.2 Relative Pronouns A g gal) slandyi

In Arabic, there are six relative pronouns. They represent English
relative pronouns like ‘that’, ‘who’, ‘whom’ and which. They are cited below
with their usages:

Usage English equivalents
Singular masculine That, which, who, whom sl
Dual masculine That, which, who, whom cpalll/glall
Plural masculine That, which, who, whom ' Gl
Singular feminine That, which, who, whom il
Dual feminine That, which, who, whom ot/
Plural feminine That, which, who, whom M/ SN/ A M
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If the subject of a subordinate relative clause is other that the noun or
pronoun qualified by it then the relative must be resumed by a personal
pronoun. Let us consider few examples:

The man who helped Umar 154t e 3 JA5)
The man whom they killed 5508 (sall Ja )l

If the noun qualified by the relative is indefinite the relative pronoun is
omitted altogether. Let us consider this example:

A man whom they killed sk 345

This statement is grammatically correct against s 558 530 O2 which is
unsound grammatically and is thus meaningless. Please find more examples
below:

A man who struck Muhammad Ja%as EEEYS
A girl with whom | went e il 4l
They are people in whom we trusted pgy Ly Gl Zia

Self Assessment Exercise

- Arabic relative pronouns are six; mention them with their English
equivalents

3.3 Interrogative Pronouns m@ms glady)

The most common of the interrogative pronouns are contained in the
following:

English equivalents Pronouns

Who A

What =
Where &
How s
When (e

How much/many <
Which &)

What is it/that 3Le

These should, however, not be confused with the interrogative
prepositions like { 3» } and { ) } both of which means “is” or “are”
depending on their usages within a sentence.
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These are all, with the exception of ( Lﬁ‘ ) indeclinable, in essence, the
fall within the category of the Arabic lexical items described as “deprived of
Nunation”. Let us consider some examples:

Who came with you? $olas Wax (ia
Whom did you strike? $E0 i

Whose book is this? 138 Fa K
What did you write? a0 13l
Where did you get this from? ?13a &l Gl
When did you hear that? S ol

If the interrogative pronoun ( ) is shortened to ( »), it is attached to
the preposition still to serve the purpose of interrogation. Pls find some
examples beow:

For what, why? gal
Till when? P
For what? fadle
From what? fae

Please note that two of these interrogative pronouns are very often used
as relative pronouns equallingsy, these ared= and  respectively. The status
of the two pronouns therefore, will be determined by the context in which they
are found in the construction. Let us consider these examples:

He who killed was killed 08 O e
or
He who kills will be killed
| understood what they wrote in their letter :aethad 8855 Lo Caigd 3
Self Assessment Exercise
- State four of the interrogative pronouns in Arabic and apply them in

sentences
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40 CONCLUSION

Three types of pronouns — the demonstrative, relative and interrogative
pronouns respectively, received attention in this unit. Each of the three types
has its peculiar grammatical features which we have discussed with illustrative

examples.

5.0 SUMMARY

Demonstrative and relative pronouns consider not only the number but
also the gender in their usages. Each of the two pronouns features distinct
grammatical rules. Interrogative pronoun is not, as it has no strict grammatical

rules as affecting the number and gender.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

1. State the demonstrative pronouns and the grammatical rules applicable
unto them

2. State the relative pronouns and their English equivalents; use them in
meaningful sentences
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MODULE 2: SINGULAR, DUAL AND PLURALS
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3.5

SINGULAR AND DUAL
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Formation of Dual from Singular Nouns
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Conclusion

Summary

Tutor Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In English classification system we have singular and plural, but in
Arabic, there exist three classifications, viz; singular, dual and plural.

The word mufrad (singular) embraces any single figure human or non-

human, masculine or feminine. It is identified by tanwin (Nunation) which
normally occurs as the vowel of its last radical if it is indefinite and by the
prefix ’al- the definite marker — if it is definite.

Dual (muthana) as a term connotes two figure, human or non-human,
masculine or feminine. For conversion of singular nouns to dual, it is required
that either the letters ( ¢! ) ---ani or ( ¢ )---ayni are added as suffixes unto
them. The position a dual noun occupies within a sentence determines which
of the alternatives is applicable. This unit will discuss two, with the

grammatical rules affecting each of the two.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- Identify singular nouns in Arabic and state the rules guiding their
conversion to duals

- Identify the categories of duals and the grammatical rules applicable to

each of the category
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Definite and Indefinite Nouns 53 3\3}33\

A noun can either be definite or indefinite. An indefinite noun does not
indicate a specific person or a thing whereas a definite noun indicates a
specific person or thing. In Arabic language, nouns denoting specific persons,
places or things are definite while the prefix ( J') ‘al is added to mark the
other definite nouns. Indefinite nouns appear without the prefix while the last
letters of such nouns are given double vowels (Nunation). The following are
examples of definite and indefinite nouns

Indefinite 5 43 =all Definite
Sk Shsohl
4lile 48l
daa)a daa)al
The Shaykh has come A Shaykh has come
Lisioh S Gl 5
| bought a cap | bought the cap

The terms ‘definite’ and ‘indefinite’ are applicable to singular, dual and
plural nouns. We must note that what prominently differentiates between the
two is the prefix (J) irrespective of the number involved — singular, dual or
plural.

Self Assessment Exercise

- Distinguish between definite and indefinite nouns in Arabic with relevant
examples
Let us consider few examples:

Type Plural Dual Singular
Indefinite Cpalin el | gpalln R
Indefinite Glalls alalls | ofalls laalla Aol

Definite O saliadl) cpallall lallA AT
Definite Clallil) ARG ALl
C'_ﬂ /r ,wn /.:S /!° )X\
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3.2 Singular (i)

As noted earlier, any singular figure whether it is human or non-human,
masculine or feminine is regarded as 2,2« in Arabic. A singular figure enjoys
the application of the three cases — the nominative, accusative or genitive
unless such figure falls within the classification of items designated as —
denied of nunation. Please find some examples of singular nouns as follows

A5 RS UKV .
3.3  Formation of Dual from Singular Nouns

To convert a singular noun to dual, specific grammatical rules which
will be treated in 3.5 below must be followed. There are two suffixes — ¢! and
o2 which should be added to a singular noun in the process of converting it to
dual. The choice which of the two suffixes to be added to a singular noun is
determined by the position of such noun within a sentence. Please let us
consider some examples:

oAl oAl
sl

U\‘ﬂj - Jlj
olddall - AUl
Ofialldall

oidds - Al
Oialla

Self Assessment Exercise

- Convert the following singular nouns to dual:

el QESH aad) S Aldae oyl B aia
alusal

3.4  Categories of Duals in Arabic

The common rule is that either of the two suffixes must be added to a
singular noun while converting it to dual. However, certain categories of
singular nouns have specific rules which are enumerated as follows:
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(i) seaiall 3y

A singular noun ending with the ’alif of elongation occasionally
represented by ya’ ( & ) is described as =il au¥) The ’alif must be
reverted to its origin in the process of converting the noun to dual. The origin
of such ’alif can either be waw ( 5 ) or ya’ ( « ). This is applicable if such
noun is trilateral. After the alif is reverted, either of the two suffixes ¢ or &
should be attached depending on the context within which such dual noun is
found in a sentence. Let us consider few examples:

Jsac - Uac

If the singular noun comprises more than three letters, the ’alif must
mandatorily be converted to ya’( ¢s). Let us consider few examples:

lej o 4 _ ”’.’j o 4
Ohalal
Q\;’~°:..’~° A ”"°:..’~° )
BRI
(i) U siial) 4,1

A noun is described as u=s2idl when it is suffixed by a ya’ ( ¢ ) of
elongation (prefixed by a letter with the i-vowel ( 3_<11'). Examples of nouns
in this category include <) ,e!)l | elddl | =l | To convert a noun in this
category to dual, the a-vowel must be applied to the letter of elongation — ( )
before the addition of either of the suffixes. Let us consider these examples:

Olsldl -l
Oaldl)
gheldl - el
Cie )
(i) 2s0eal) 44
A noun ending with hamzah (' ¢ ) is described as 252l Y1, To convert
a noun in this category to dual, we must first consider the status of the hamzah.

If the hamzah is a feminine marker, it must be converted to waw ( ) before
the attachment of either of the suffixes, e.g.
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¢ saal o aual
Gislan - clan

If the hamzah has its origin in ya’ (& ) or waw (s ), it could be
changed to waw before the attachment of either of the suffixes or be retained.
Let us consider the following examples: )

R\ olss - sk

or
ceelin\ gl
Both plural forms are appropriate
(iv) oo 8 ghaa 4y

A noun comprising only two letters is described as »>U) s s3>« . Nouns in
this category are of two types. The first type are the nouns whose third letters
are considered to have been erased like < and #1. The third letter considered
to have been erased is waw ( ) as it is compulsorily returned when the nouns
service as construct ( <sL=sll ) in a sentence, e.g.x>< saland v 5! The
letter ( s ) must be returned while the suffixes should then be added to
convert nouns in this category to dual. Let us consider these examples:

GA5
g\;&i - ¢l

However, if the third letter assumed to have been erased is not waw
( s ), the suffixes should just be added to the nouns falling into this category
as they are. Please let us consider these examples:

oY - X

(V) ol St-.’ - S !\

There are some nouns which do not fit properly under the rules guiding
the conversion of singular to dual in Arabic but are actually treated as (.
These nouns actually have no singular forms. Nouns in this category include:

ol ol
grrty \oous

-
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Self Assessment Exercise
- State the various categories of duals in Arabic.
3.5 Duals in Nominative, Accusative and Genitive Cases

A noun in dual form ends with the suffix ( ¢ ) when it occurs in the
context where nominative case must be employed. It ends with ( ¢2 ) when it
occurs in the context where accusative and genitive cases are applicable
respectively. Let us consider few examples:

Nominative BEAEAIHE
Accusative aleall &4
Genitive Onaleally &) e

Please note gllxall in the first example, it is the subject which must
remain in nominative case. Consider the second and third examples, the word
ol=all is repeated unchanged. The applicable case in the second example is
accusative because it is the object while It is genitive in the third example
because of the effect of the preceding genitive particle. In essence, the suffix ¢
should be added to singular noun when converting it to dual in accusative and
genitive cases.

Self Assessment Exercise
- Distinguish between o= saiall au¥l and L saiall au¥) | state five examples

from each of the two and convert the examples to dual

4.0 CONCLUSION

In English, we have singular and plural but there are three
classifications — singular, dual and plural in Arabic. We have discussed
singular and how it can be converted to dual in this unit. Singular nouns fall
into different types and each type has specific grammatical rules. These rules
with appropriate illustrations have been treated in this unit

5.0 SUMMARY

We have treated the singular and dual nouns with the grammatical rules
affecting the two. Types of singular nouns and the rules guiding the
conversion of each type to dual have also been addressed with appropriate
illustrations.
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6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
- State the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of the various types

of singular nouns to dual
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MODULE 2
UNIT 2: SOUND MASCULINE PLURAL
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content

3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Masculine Plural
3.2  Categories of Sound Masculine Plural

3.3  Elision of Nian from Sound Masculine Plural

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Plural refers to two or more figures in English usage. In Arabic, plural
refers to three or more figures, human or non-human, feminine or masculine.
There are basically three types of plurals in Arabic, these are: sound masculine,
sound feminine and broken plurals. Sound Masculine Plural AUl S a4 s
formed from the singular nouns by adding either the suffix ( s ) --- una or
( & ) --- ina to the singular form. The suffix to be added out of two
alternatives will be determined by the place of the plural concerned within a
sentence — based on certain grammatical rule.

The sound masculine plural will be discussed in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- state the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of dual to sound
masculine plural

- identify the types of nouns that can feature under sound masculine
plural and the specific grammatical rules guiding each type

- distinguish between sound masculine plural and other forms of plurals

in Arabic
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

Sound Masculine Plural
Al S3a) aad

3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Masculine Plural

A noun is converted from singular to dual with the addition of ( ¢! ) or
(o2 ) —depending on the position of such noun in the Arabic construction. To
convert a dual to sound masculine plural, the suffixes (&' )and ( ¢ ) should
be replaced with ( o5 ) and ( ¢ ) respectively as dictated by certain
grammatical rules which we will analyse before the end of this unit.

Self Assessment Exercise
- Convert the following nouns to sound masculine plural
e il (e fem Gpase
3.2 Categories of Sound Masculine Plural
() ol eVies

A sound singular noun is converted to sound masculine plural with the
addition of the suffix ( vs ) in the nominative case, whether such noun is
definite or indefinite. Please find some examples below

(Nominative) Osaluadl = alidll
(Nominative) Osesadl o el
(Nominative) O salza - ala
(Nominative) ol - 3l

Such a noun is converted to sound masculine plural in the accusative or
genitive cases with the addition of the suffix ( ¢ ). Here are some examples:
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Accusative el - aludl)
Genitive Oalosall

Accusative (el - el
Genitive Ot gall
Accusative T
Genitive IS
Accusative omle - Gl
Genitive il

Let us consider these constructions
Onalusall
Oalisally Oy e

In the first example os<lsdl is the subject. Subject is grammatically
defined as a noun in the nominative case indicating the doer of an action and is
commonly cited after the action. In the second example, ¢l is the object.
The object is defined as a noun in the accusative case indicating the particular
thing on which the action of the doer occurred. The word (bl in the third
example is in the genitive case because it is preceded by a genitive case
particle(<2). A noun appears in genitive mood when it is preceded by any of
the genitive case particles

Self Assessment Exercise

- Convert the following dual nouns to sound masculine plural:,
S A Glalia i Gl

(i) Casisadl V) e

A noun is described as o=l when it is suffixed by a ya’ (¢ ) of
elongation (prefixed by a letter with i-vowel). Examples of nouns in this
category are el =Ll and so on. To convert nouns in this category to plural,
the last letter ya’ ( « ) should be erased while the vowel of the letter
preceding it must be changed to 4zl (u-vowel) if it is in the nominative case.
The vowel 3_~Sli(i-vowel) must be retained in accusative and genitive cases.
Let us consider some examples:
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Nominative Ol - el
oseldl o el
Accusative el - sl
el - el
Genitive el - el
ol o el
(iii) 2 s3aall ) aea

A noun ending with hamzah is described as 2sxll. To convert a singular
noun in this category to plural, the rule is that the hamzah should be retained
while appropriate suffixes should be added ¢» or ¢s depending on the
position of such plural in a sentence.

Let us consider some examples

Nominative ostdl - el )
SKIE P\ P
osd o Lyl

Accusative ol o gy N
YA N
ona )l o Ll

Genitive onadl o gl )
OFE AN
oudll - Gl

(iv) Dpatall s xen

A noun ending with alif of elongation (preceded by a vowel) is
described as_s=iall ~u¥) | To convert a noun in this category to sound
masculine plural, the *alif must be deleted while the letter preceding it must be
retained with the original vowel 4~ The suffixes ¢s and ¢» must be added to
this letter in that form irrespective of the place of occurrence of such word in
the sentence. Let us consider some examples:
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Nominative (sl w - (e

Y UV U

G - e

Accusative Ol e - A

Oppine - e

(i - e

Genitive Ol e - A
O e - e

Self Assessment Exercise

Differentiate between = sfidl as¥l aea and il sl aea with relevant
illustrative examples

(V) Al jSadll aan 3alall

There are some nouns which do not fit properly under the rules guiding
the construction of sound masculine plural but are treated as sound masculine
plurals. Some of these nouns have no singular forms. Few of these nouns are:
O Ol sl Gy pde 080 Gl Osmed 153 Sl s oSl o sle
.OsLet us consider this example

Nominative G5 i ity Jaidl) )l )
Accusative Jiadll ) Sl Cand
Genitive Gl e sth (3 Sudall 59 Jiadll 1Y

3.3 Elision of Nun from Sound Masculine Plural

In Arabic grammar we have what is called ‘the construct’ <Ll and
‘the genitive of the construct’4dl —laall | Let us consider the following
example
‘The teacher’s pen’ s34l il

The word A& which is in the nominative case here is the construct

61



ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

The construct may appear in any of the three cases: the nominative, accusative
or genitive depending on its status within the constructions. The second word
w4l is the genitive of the construct. Grammatically, it remains constantly in
genitive case.

When the above rule is applied to a sound masculine plural appearing as
a construct, the Nan ( o ) of the ending is compulsorily dropped. Let us
consider few examples:

3800 15y Hiaa

The word =~ is a verb in the past form indicating the occurrence of an
action in the past. The word 's<¥ is the subject in the nominative case, the
case being represented by waw ( s ) because the subject is sound masculine
plural. In addition to being the subject it is also the construct in that
construction. The last word 3. is the genitive of the construct and it remains
in genitive form.

Note that the original form of the construct is o= — a sound masculine
plural in the nominative case. Being the construct of 3.l however, it has the
Niin () dropped mandatorily.

The same rule of elision of this last letter ( ¢ ) is applicable to the
construct when it occurs in the accusative or genitive cases.

Self Assessment Exercise

Identify the rules guiding the elision of Nin from sound masculine plural and
cite some examples.

40 CONCLUSION

In English usage, the word plural refers to two or more figures or
objects but in Arabic; the word refers to three or more figures or objects.
There are three types of plural in Arabic. Sound masculine plural, one of the
three types has been addressed in this unit. The plural is formed with the
addition of certain suffixes to singular nouns in Arabic as determined by
certain grammatical rules.

Singular nouns ending in sound masculine plural belong to a number of
categories which we have identified in this unit. Grammatical rules affecting
each of the categories have equally been dealt with

5.0 SUMMARY

There are three types of plurals in Arabic — the sound masculine plural,
the sound feminine plural and the broken plural. The sound masculine plural
and the grammatical rules affecting it have received adequate attention in this
unit.
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6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS

- State the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of dual to sound
masculine plural

- State the types of singular nouns ending in sound masculine plural and

analyse the grammatical rules guiding each type
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Sound Feminine Plural Al Euigall aad

Sound Feminine Plural is formed from singular feminine noun by
infixing elongating ‘alif between the last and second to the last radicals of the
noun while the round ta (ta 'marbitah) which is commonly added to singular
feminine must be converted to fa maftihah. This is a common definition of
this plural. Certain types of singular nouns end up in sound feminine plural.
These types and the peculiar grammatical features of each of the types will be
studied in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- explain the process of converting singular nouns to sound feminine
plural

- identify the types of singular nouns that end up in sound feminine plural

- contrast the grammatical rules affecting the sound feminine plural from

those affecting the other types of plurals in Arabic
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1 Conversion of Dual to Sound Feminine Plural

A noun is converted from singular to dual with the addition of ( o)) or
(c» ) depending on the position of such noun in the Arabic construction. To
convert a dual to sound feminine plural, the most common rule is that the
suffixes ( ¢ ) and (¢ ) should be dropped while the grammatical rules
affecting a particular noun being converted take effect. These will be
explained in the course of this unit.

3.2  Categories of Sound Feminine Plural
(i) 3 g9aall an)

A noun in this category is the type that ends with hamzah. If the hamzah
is the marker which shows that the noun is feminine, it must be converted to
waw (s ) before the addition of the suffixes (<!). Let us consider some
examples:

&L\\j\JM - C—\JM

Q\j\)h&‘— - c\J.Ac

If, however, the hamzah is originally waw ( 5 ) or ya’( ¢ ), it should be
retained while the suffixes (<! )should be added. Here are some examples:
Gilelaa - ;B-;b
Cilelad - 313
(ii) ssaiall o)

A noun ending with alif of elongation (preceded by a — vowel) is
described as,s=iall ¥l To convert a noun in this category to sound
feminine plural, an ’alif in accusative case must be added to the last letter.
This must be succeeded by the suffix (<! ). Here are some examples: )
(iii) sl a gidal) and)

A singular noun ending with close ta’ ( 3 ) is converted to sound
feminine plural by infixing elongating alif before the ta’ ( < ) to openta’ (%).
In essence, such noun ends with the normal suffix ( <! ). Let us consider these
examples:

Sl AG B Al
S s — Bl
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Self Assesment Exercise
-State the grammatical rules guiding the conversion of sl sl and awY)

Js=aiall to sound feminine plural.

(iv) sl gl

Some feminine nouns possess no signs indicating that they are actually
feminine. Converting nouns in this category to plural requires only the

addition of the suffix (<! ) to their singular forms; e.g.
Calaia - A

Gl - )

(v) sl diall paa
If we cite certain nouns as attributes of plural feminine, the attributes
must be treated as sound feminine plural totally with the nouns to which they
serve as attributes. Let us consider few examples; the words z<s and 353 are
actually attributes for masculine when they are used for feminine, they must
be succeeded by the suffix ( <!)asin
&3 5haa 20l

(Vi) Al Al s s

To convert the ‘insignificant noun’ of non-living object to sound
feminine plural, a — vowel ( 4=34l ) must be applied to the last letter of such
noun before the addition of the suffix ( <! ). Find few examples below

O - (On) - ds
L - () -

(vii) uﬁ)-ﬂ) Bl Jllaa

The third paradigm in the scale of verbs is known as Jyae . It is
considered to be noun and actually, it is considered as the source from which
the verb and other derivatives are extracted. To convert the _x== of the
augmented trilateral verbs to sound feminine plural, the rule is that the suffix

( <) ) must be added to such; e.g.
C'_:\)Léi:\u\ - J\.éi:u.u\

ALyl - Gl Hlaal
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(viil) Sigall (e eV la

There are certain feminine nouns to which the rules enumerated above
could not be employed. We come across nouns in this category by frequent
and extensive usage of the language. Feminine nouns in this category
include 4l and 423 | We can never have <l and wlai respectively.
Self Assesment Exerccise

- State five nouns under x4l 2121l and convert them to feminine plural

(iX)  asiiall aud) gan

A noun is described as u=sidl when it is suffixed by a ya (¢ ) of
elongation (prefixed by a letter with i — vowel 3_~S\, This letter of elongation
must vowelled with a — vowel ( 4=l ) when joined with &l < — open G
indicating that the noun is feminine. An example of nouns in this category
is wleldll the singular form of which is 4l

(X)  alld) Guigall aans Galal)

Some nouns end with the suffix ( <! ), the sign by which the sound
feminine plural is prominently identified. These nouns are treated
grammatically as such but they are actually not under the purview of sound
feminine plural. Nouns in this category include <Y sl, <l 53, iS5y cld e

o Many nouns, especially foreign words, and most masculine diminutives
take the sound feminine plural ending, e.qg. - )
G 1 fr Y VPN
Sis - Gl
Self Asssesment Exercise
- Contrast Cuisall (e geny ¥ Lo and bl Cisall aeas 3oLl with appropriate
illustrations

67



ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

3.2 Sound Feminine Plural in Nominative, Accusative and Genitive
Cases
Sound feminine plural takes u-vowel 4zl the appropriate vowel when
it occurs in the context where nominative case must be employed. It takes i-
vowel 3 1l when it occurs in the contexts where accusative and genitive
cases are applicable respectively. Let us consider few examples:

Nominative Il Eypiad
Accusative el &yl
Genitive callally &

Please note <l in the first example, it is the subject and as you have
learnt, subjects remain in nominative case. The second example <WUall | js the
object and object must be in accusative case. As you have learnt, however, the
plural remains in genitive case whether it occurs in accusative or genitive case
respectively. The third <kl is governed by the preceding genitive particle

4.0 CONCLUSION

Specific grammatical rules guide the conversion of singular to dual in
Arabic grammar. To convert a dual noun to sound feminine plural, there are
also specific grammatical rules determined by the type of noun to be
converted. A common rule, however is that the sound feminine plural should
end with the suffix ( <! ).

Sound feminine plural takes u-vowel (i«xll) when it occurs within the
context where it should take the nominative case. When it occurs where
accusative and genitive cases are applicable, it takes i-vowel (s_~sl),

5.0 SUMMARY

Sound feminine plural ends with the suffix (<1 ). Certain types of
nouns end in sound feminine plural. These have been addressed with attention
paid to the rules affecting each of the type in the course of this unit.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENTS
- Convert the following singular nouns to sound feminine plural
- Give ten sound feminine plurals and apply the three cases — nominative,

accusative and genitive unto them.

68



ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Amin, A.Q.H. and Kazim, Y. (1977). Qawa ‘id 'al-lughah ’al- ‘arabiyyah, Iraqi
Ministry of Education, Baghdad

Bakr, E.Y. (1975). Arabic by Radio, Book 3, Part 1, Cairo, A.R.E. Broadcasting
Corporation

Cowan, D. (1975). Modern Literary Arabic. Islamic Publications Bureau, Lagos

Folorunsho, M.A. (2000). The Basis of Arabic Grammar, Osogbo, Harmony
Publications (Nig.) Ltd.

Magbul, A.A. & Zakari, A.M. (1427 A.H/ 2006 C.E) Qawa ‘id ’al-lughah ’al
- ‘arabiyyah, BK.. 2, Qabrus, Dar ’al-’ an

Magbul, S.A. & Marshan, S.M. (1427 A.H./ 2006 C.E.) ‘An-nahw wa ’s-sarf, BK. 3,

Qabrus Dar ’al-’an

69



ARA 382

UNIT 4:
1.0
2.0
3.0

4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0

3.1
3.2

Arabic Grammar |1

MODULE 2
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
Broken Plural BURSFTEY

Unlike sound masculine and feminine plurals which are formed by
adding specific suffixes to the singular forms, broken plural has no fixed
grammatical rules. Its forms or patterns are so many that it becomes
impossible to forecast from singular to plural or vice versa. Singular nouns
which end up in broken plural are many and unmarked. Learners know them
by extensive research and frequent usage of Arabic language. It is generally
done by prefixing, infixing, suffixing or decreasing the number of letters
making up a singular noun concerned. Broken plural has certain paradigms
upon which the plural nouns are placed and these will be discussed in this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to

- convert nouns in dual forms to broken plural

- differentiate between broken plural and other forms of plurals

- identify some paradigms of broken plural
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
Broken Plural

The table above shows the categories to which broken plural can be
divided. This will be analysed appropriately in this unit.

3.1 Conversion of Dual to Broken Plural

A noun is converted from singular to dual with the addition of (&) or (cx)
— depending on the position of that noun in Arabic construction — nominative,
accusative or genitive. Plural nouns which end up in broken plural have no
specific marks. These are known by frequent use of the Arabic language as
well as familiarity with grammar of the language.

3.2 Categories of Broken Plural
4184 o
This category of broken plural embraces between three to ten items.
This view is shared by some Arabic grammarians while others feel it can

apply to any number of items. Featuring under this category are the four
following paradigms with relevant examples:

&) A
(G 3%
(dd) Jé
S
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(<) i)
(J3m) AL

(<)sa) Al

Jadi
(23) H3s
(k) DUk

(s 32) 31541

Jadi
(o) 4
(o) O
(109 £ 2
(i) 5 A e
Just as we observed under 4!l s, the present category embraces

broken plurals comprising unspecified numbers. Below are some of the
paradigms featuring under this category

a{é

(L) LK
(.- ..~ - ) LN i 2

(Js) G

a;é

(3;;1) BYES

(3153 S

2

M
(o) D3ia

(R88) e
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i
(ads) pls
() O

Jlad
(J) Jos
(w58 S

()¢5

2
e

Jsad
(<) osfe
CORET:

(L) Al

Jad

(zb) Olas

(L5 Sl
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ol
() S
(o) Da
(da) A0

503

(o) el

Edad
(D) Hale
(=) hia

&) 3

$ad]
(Sls) &4l
(&) el

a8

(Ale) slle

(o) sk
() 3

Olad
(3
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Self Assessment Exercise

- Compare and contrast the 3 <l ges

illustrations

(iii) g.3aall gila dima

Arabic Grammar |1

and 4l xea  with relevant

This category is an extraction from the 3 ««a, The difference
between the two is the occurrence of two or more letters after the Sl ali jn
the present category. The grammatical rule affecting the plural in this context
Is that it must not be vowelled. Below are some of the paradigms featuring

under this category:

75

() Jl)
(Gse) Hilae
(O Sw) DL
(UsS) s

(s)o~a) solaa

(ss8) sk

Oullad

(Dsbtac) Dlac
(coslal) i
() 3

s

(Lrs>) Al
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el

(eal) sl
(i) ol
e )

(eal) sl
() &
”5,.,’.5’

(Clbe)  ilia
(Tleas) liad
(30a) Splia
(20) o

Self Assessment Exercise
Identify the category to which each of the following plurals occur

u}’

.............. Guill Al 208 B8 Balia 258 B

(iv) gl gaa

The term gl 2a> indicates the conversion of a broken plural form to
another broken plural form. Few of the plurals coming under this category are
the conversion of s3], 4uwaand ki featuring under 48l pea to () 5a, e
and ki under 50 aea respectively

Self Assessment Exercise
Provide the broken plural forms of the following singular nouns

(u)s 5C\ 5'3)3 7Ctﬁ"‘ 7'31] 7‘5‘g 33)73).; aw& ,)...mi ,d}u)
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4.0 CONCLUSION

Unlike sound masculine and sound feminine plurals, broken plural has
no fixed grammatical rules. Broken plural can be broken into four categories
with each category featuring specific paradigms. Many words have more than
one form of the broken plural but by reading extensively the student will
become familiar with the form most commonly used.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit, we have identified the four categories to which broken
plural can be broken. Broken plural is distinct from the other types of plurals
in Arabic as there are certain suffixes employed to convert singular to plural in
the other plurals but singulars may be suffixed, prefixed or infixed in the
process of constructing broken plurals.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
- Identify the major differences between the broken plural and the other

forms of plural in Arabic
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MODULE 3: THE VOWELS

Unit 1: Primary Vowels
1.0: Introduction
2.0: Objectives
3.0: Main Content
3.1 Vowels/short vowels
3.2: Quiescence
3.3: Long vowels
3.4: Vowel Signs
3.5: Nunation
3.6: Doubled Consonants
4.0: Conclusion
5.0: Summary
6.0: Tutor Marked Assignment
7.0: References and Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Unlike in English, Arabic lexical items are pronounceable only when
they are appropriately vocalised. Arabic vowels are placed either above or
beneath the letters of the lexical items to make the pronunciation possible.
Arabic vowels are broadly divided into two — the primary and the secondary.
The primary vowels will be the focus of this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- recognise the different types of primary vowels

- apply the vowels to Arabic lexical items and read them appropriately
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3.0 MAINCONTENT
3.1  Vowels/Short VVowels

Arabic words and expressions are pronounceable only when appropriate
vowels are applied. There are three basic vowels in classical Arabic; each
occurring both long and short. Two of these are placed above and the third one
IS put beneath the letters to show the relevant intonation of a letter. All the 28
letters of Arabic language can take any of these three vowels to give different
sounds. The short ones are contained in the following:

(i)  Al-Fathah (the a—vowel). It is indicated in writing by a small diagonal
stroke over the consonant concerned. The vowel sound is the neutral “a”
sound; let us consider the following examples:

G Ol
(i)  Al-Kasrah (the i — vowel). It is indicated in writing by a small diagonal

(1342

stroke beneath the consonant concerned. Its appropriate sound is “i” as
in:

(ili)Ad-dammabh (the u — vowel). It is indicated in writing by a diacritic
similar to a small waw () placed over the consonant concerned as in:
3 G
3.2  Quiescence

Jazmabh or sukiin means quiescence and it indicates the absence of
vowel. This absence of vowel is indicated by orthographical character written
as a small circle above the quiescence consonant (0).

When quiescence is applied to a letter, it stops the continuance of sound
and it occurs on either the medial or final consonants of a given Arabic word
respectively. It cannot function on a single consonant like fathah (a — vowel),
kasrah (i — vowel) and dammah (u — vowel). Its usages are given below

- s &

Self Assessment Exercise

Given below are words of different vowel signs, read them without
resorting to spellings
Note:

There are two diphthongs represented by ( 5 ) “aw” and ( &) “ay”. The
diphthongs are derived from quiescencing consonants ( s ) “w” and ( ¢ ) “ay”
at the medial or final positions of a verb as shown below:

79



ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

ay’ (@)
Ji Q) o
aw’ (%)
Db J% &3l
5% &3 Y

3.3 Long Vowels

There are three other vowels which can be put above or beneath any
consonant to be pronounced with a special sound. These are letters ( s ): wa;
( ¢ )yaand () alif which are called long vowels or elongation. The vowel
signs fathah, kasrah and dammah correspond with ‘al/if, wa and ya
respectively. Each of the three letters elongates a vowel sign as noted below:

(i) ‘alif (1): This letter elongates fathah (a — vowel) if it occurs at either
the medial or final position of a word and it is not vowelled, e.qg.
(XY EY PG PO PR I A PO
(i)  ya (¢ ): This letter elongates kasrah (i — vowel) if it occurs at either the
medial or final position of a word and it is not vowelled, e.g.
T R e T T v T
(il)  wa’( s ): This letter elongates dammah (u — vowel) if it occurs at either

the medial or final position of a word and it is not vowelled, e.g.

2
s

2 2 A A s o8 gl
Note:

(i)  Ifavowel sign corresponds with the vowel letter, its sound is called

ma ‘rif (active). All the examples given above fall into this category as
appropriate letters are given to elongate each of the vowels. More examples of
active ones are:

(@) alif preceded by a letter bearing fathah:
Ll LY 1H WKW
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(b)  ya’ preceded by a letter bearing kasrah:

O RPN O BT RO SR gt
(©) wa’ preceded by a letter bearing dammah

P ISR S-S

(i) If a vowel sign does not correspond with the vowel letter, such vowel
letter serves as a diphthong only and its sound is then called majhil (passive).
Examples are:
(@) wa preceded by a letter bearing fathah as in:

B O P S o

(b)  ya preceded by a letter bearing fathah as in:

G B S e

Self Assessment Exercise
Differentiate between the words which bear ma raf (active) and majhil

(passive) sound respectively from the following examples:

22 ug

L JA) dasa S8 Bla HA Al K Y 6

3.4  Vowel Signs

We have identified consonants ‘alif, wa and ya as huruful-maddah
(elongating consonants). The three of them have a substitute each. The
substitutes are alif magsizrah (shortened alif) which substitutes alif placed on a
consonant, and ya if placed beneath a consonant. Inverted dammah substitutes
wa:

Alif magsirah (shortened alif) is a small diagonal hanging alif (! )
while inverted dammah is similar to turning the real dammah upside down.
They perform the functions of consonants they represent in Arabic words.
Examples are as follows:

(i)  alif magsirah on Arabic consonants
Lz BIa LI
(i)  alif magsiarah beneath Arabic consonants

BEE LS e
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(iii)  Inverted dammah on Arabic consonants

AT LFS FS me

3.5 Nunation

[ ¢

The vowel marks ‘a’, ‘1’, and ‘u’ are usually followed by ‘n’ in
indefinite nouns, even though the sound ‘n’ is not rendered in writing. It is
indicated in writing by marking the vowel signs twice above or beneath the
last consonant of the affected Arabic word. This is known as tanwin in Arabic.
Examples of nunated letters are the following:

o

3.6 Doubled Consonants

It is possible that two identical letters occur on a single word in Arabic.
When two letters follow each other in Arabic and they are not separated by a
vowel (such as diphthongs ‘ay’ and ‘aw’), only one of the letters is written but
with a mark known as shaddah (strengthening) written on top of it, while the
letter should be read with the preceding letter which must be a vowelled one.
A doubled consonant is known as mushaddad and it is obtained from merging
two identical letters — one silent and the other bearing a vowel — together.
Examples of doubled consonants are

‘(/lLL.G/ Y JLE: ’332\ 32\ ’33;5 3.:1 ”)...n.mS’“’ ;_)LS
Note:

(i)  Consider the examples above; when doubling is applied to Arabic
words, it takes different positions depending on the initial vowel of the
doubled consonant in a particular word. If the doubled consonants bear either
fatha (a — vowel) or dammah (u — vowel) the vowels are put on top while the
shaddah comes beneath them. They are then put on the consonant concerned,

e.g.

e

j)és ’;i 7JS 73‘:& 7:3:;
(i) If the doubled consonants bear kasrah (i — vowel), shaddah is placed on
top of the consonant while the vowel takes its normal position, e.g.

a8 aC_”J a(;g); 33:;
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40 CONCLUSION

You must have learnt the following in this unit
- The Arabic short vowels and their pronunciation on Arabic lexical items.
The short vowels are: 4sill - a3 — vowel, 3_~Sll - j— vowel and 4wzl - u-
vowel.

- How Jazmah or sukiin stops the continuance of sound when applied to a
letter. You have also learnt about the diphthongs with relevant illustrations

- How to recognise the long vowels and examination of the ma ‘rif (active)
and majhul (passive) sound under the long vowels

- The vowel signs, nunation and doubled consonants with relevant
illustrations.

- The fact that Arabic word cannot be produced appropriately until
appropriate vowels are applied.

5.0 SUMMARY

We have dealt with a significant aspect of Arabic language — the
vowelization of its lexical items. Arabic word becomes pronounceable and
meaningful when vowelised. Vocalization is an important aspect of Arabic
grammar as it guides in determining the appropriate status of a word within a
sentence.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Differentiate between ma rif and majhiil sounds with relevant
illustrations
2. Discuss doubled consonants with appropriate examples
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

We have dealt with the primary vowels in the previous unit.This unit
deals with the secondary vowels. Each of the primary vowels is represented by
some letters under certain grammatical conditions which we will examine in

this unit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- identify the secondary vowels and the primary vowels represented by

each of them

- apply the secondary vowels to Arabic lexical items and use them in

simple constructions
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Dual

The position of a dual noun within a sentence determines the type of
secondary vowel to be employed. In the context where nominative case is
applicable to a dual noun, the secondary vowel to be applied is ‘alif; for
instance )

Olalisal) laa (d-dll)

Please note that (J<==) is a verb succeeded by the subject ( J=&l ). The
subject, as you have learnt is a noun in nominative case indicating the doer of
an action and it is usually cited after the action. The word (oledll) is the
subject in the nominative case and the secondary vowel indicating the case
Is ‘alif ( ' ). Let us consider more examples: o / /

ALl ) laldall Caas
alall b glallal S
G ) el Lak

In the context where accusative and genitive cases are applicable to a
dual noun, the secondary vowel to be applied is ya’ ( ¢ ). Please note the
following examples: , ) )

Jiadll & caldall &y

_The word comprises the verb and the subject ( J=ll 5 J=dl) the word
( oxlall) s the object. As you have learnt, object is grammatically defined as
a noun in the accusative case indicating the particular thing on which the
action of the doer occurred. The word( ¢sdUall ) | therefore, as the object has
va’ () as the secondary vowel indicating that the word is in accusative case.

Furthermore, where the genitive case is applicable to dual noun, it is the
same letter ya’ ( < ) that is employed. Let us consider the following example:

Gl &)
The word comprises the verb and the subject. The word comprises the
genitive particle ( <« ) and the dual ( ¢l ). A noun appears in genitive
mood when it is preceded by any of the genitive case particles. The
word( o=l ) is therefore in genitive case because of the particle preceding
it. The secondary vowel applicable is the letter ya’ ( < ) as notable in the
example. Let us consider more examples

Accusative:
chia S8 oy

Ol Cylal
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Genitive:
S B &
Gl o el

If a dual noun occurs as the construct in a sentence (<=l ), the ending
nan (o ) must be dropped irrespective of the case applicable to such noun.
Let us consider few examples:

SR SR EQUFAL I
5280 ey Hiad

In addition, some nouns such as o\l s are treated as dual though the
grammatical rules guiding the conversion of singular to dual are not applicable
unto them. The grammatical rules affecting the application of secondary
vowels to dual are applicable also unto these nouns

Self Assessment Exercise
Convert the following singular nouns to dual and apply the secondary
vowels in the three cases unto them:
S 8 IS s Sk
3.2 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Sound Masculine Plural

The context within which a sound masculine plural is used in a sentence
determines the secondary vowel to be employed. In the context where
nominative case is applicable to a sound masculine plural, the secondary
vowel to be applied is waw ( s ); for instance: a

Osaliadll s

The word ¢\5 is a verb succeeded by the subject ( J=Wl ). As you have
learnt, the subject is a noun in the nominative case indicating the doer of an
action. The word &s<lsill is the subject in the nominative case and the
secondary vowel indicating the case is waw ( s ). Let us consider more
examples: ° o

adall A Glallall La
Gsnll ) o) sl L

In the context where accusative and genitive cases are applicable to a
sound masculine plural, the secondary vowel to be applied is ya’ (s ). Let us
consider these examples:

Gialiaall 415
Gpallsd) ) &0
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The word &bl in the first example is the object in accusative case
whereas in the second example, the word ¢l is in genitive case because it
is preceded by a genitive case particle. The secondary vowel applicable in the
two contexts as you can see is ya’ (s ).

If a sound masculine plural occurs as a construct —sb=llin a sentence,
the nian (o) of the ending must be dropped, irrespective of the case applicable
to such sound masculine plural. Let us consider few examples:

NP IR
37 =Y &l
358 (e 3 &0

Furthermore, there are some nouns which do not fit properly under the
rules guiding the construction of sound masculine plural but are actually
treated as sound masculine plurals. The rules guiding the application of
secondary vowels to sound masculine plural are also applicable unto these
nouns also.

Self Assessment Exercise
Convert the following singular nouns to sound masculine plural and
apply the secondary vowels in the three cases unto them ) )
Gk e Ll Agall il

3.3 Secondary Vowels Applicable to Sound Feminine Plural

Sound feminine plural takes 4~ll —u-vowel when it occurs in the
context where nominative case must be employed. It takes 3 SIl —j-vowel
when it occurs in the contexts where accusative and genitive cases are
applicable respectively. Let us consider some examples: o

il ¢ yima
Sl &l
LAl &

Note that <lludl in the first example is the subject and as you have
learnt, subject remains in nominative case. In the second example, <llwall s
the object and the object must be in accusative case. What could be described
as a ‘secondary’ vowel is however employed here as 3_~<l j-vowel represents

4a1dll g-vowel in this usage. The third <lwall is governed by the preceding
genitive particle and is thus in genitive case.
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3.4 Secondary Vowels Applicable to the Five Names

In Arabic grammar, there are five spectacular nouns tagged duesll ¢lauY)
_ the five names. The names are s> 3 s Al sl The context within which
each of the five is used in a sentence determines the applicable secondary
vowel. Three letters waw ( 5 ), 'alif ( / )and ya’ ( ¢ ) representing 4ozl —
u-vowel, 4~ill-a-vowel and s_~SI —j-vowel, are applicable in nominative
accusative and genitive cases respectively, to the five names. Let us consider
these examples

Genitive Accusative Nominative
< Ll sl
A Al Al
= Lo o
e E S
8 1a 53

3.5 The Diptotes

The term diptote refers to a noun having only two case endings. Nouns
in this category are grammatically described as —_»all (1 de siaall claw¥) “nouns
deprived of nunation’. The grammatical rules affecting the nouns in this
category are analysed as follows:

(1)

The proper noun &= ends with nunation ( &5 ) but the proper noun does not

Ol 48y B Lo 0 Sl i

end with nunation.
Proper nouns which do not end with nunation belong to a certain category of
nouns called; <ayall G ac daall A “nouns deprived of nunation’ ;e yall s
synonymous with. G sl
(2)  Unless they have the definite article J' or stand in the construct (with a
following genitive), ‘nouns deprived of nunation’ have only two vowel-
endings:

(a) 4lall (without nunation) in the nominative case: Sl :la

“Sulayman came” ( Sl ) is the subject of this verbal sentence.
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(b) A (without nunation) for either the accusative or genitive case:
Gl EHE “T met Sulayman”; ( Ol ) is in the accusative case, being a direct
object, Jilh (e Gl &A4T “T took the book from Sulayman” Slals ; is
governed in the genitive case by the preposition .

In the sentence of paragraph (1), &% is in the genitive case, being a
substitute of a1 in 43y . The genitive case of Jwil is indicated by an a-
vowel. On the other hand, the genitive case of (le in the same sentence is
indicated as usual by an i-vowel (followed by nunation).

(3) Since ‘nouns deprived of nunation’ have only two case-endings ialal)
for the nominative case and 3%l for the accusative or genitive case, they are
called “‘diptotes’. Other nouns which end, as usual, with 4zl (" ) for the
nominative case, 433 ( ") for the accusative case and 3.l ( - ) for the
genitive case are named ‘triptotes’. The prefix di- denotes ‘two-’, and the
prefix tri- denotes ‘three’.

(4) Diptotes include proper nouns ( e ) as well as certain other kinds
of nouns. We deal in this unit with diptotes which are proper nouns.

(5) The following kinds of proper nouns are treated as diptotes:

(@  Feminine proper nouns which end in 3 < (as ialls 3% ) or not
(as &) Mal),

Masculine proper nouns which end in 3 <:- are also treated as diptotes,
e.g. Gal A3,ax 258 The two proper nouns: 4K and s | names of two jackals
(3 &), belong here as well as to (b).

(b)  Foreign proper nouns, as a»!5¥ ‘Ibrahim’ Jdelal) ‘Ismail’, (A
‘Ishaq’, &8 “Yaqub’, s)@ ‘Harun’,clalls “Sulaiman’

(c)  Proper nouns with the suffix ¢ (which does not belong to the
root), as  &lsne O G GEL fla

(d) Proper nouns which resemble verbal forms in form, as
3ai Ahmad’ (literally: “I praise”), %= (masculine personal name) (literally:

“He increases™),s425 (name of an Arab tribe) (literally: “She conquers™).
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()  Proper masculine nouns of the form Jab as ‘we (masculine
personal name), 2 “(the planet) Saturn’, 3% (name of a pagan Arab idol).

(f)  Compound proper nouns ( Us3a LS5 C&Oa0 23251 ), as &isaiiaa
‘Hadramaut’ (region in Southern Arabia), &l ‘Bealbeck’ (Lebanese town
known for its Roman monuments). Foreign proper nouns of this category also
belong to (b), as &)ss ‘New York’, & auld & ‘Johannesburg’, 3l i

‘Leningrad’.

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have learnt in this unit the secondary vowels representing each of
the primary vowels and the contexts within which each of the representations
occur. Certain letters of the Arabic alphabet are employed as the secondary
vowels.

5.0 SUMMARY

Vowelization of lexical items is an integral aspect of Arabic grammar as
it guides in determining the appropriate status of a word within a sentence.
Arabic primary vowels are represented by certain letters which actually
indicate the status of a word when used with a sentence.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Identify the primary vowels represented by each of the following letters
with appropriate illustrations: alif, waw, yaw.
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MODULE 4:
ARABIC NUMBERING SYSTEM, THE PARTICLES AND FORMATION
OF SENTENCES

UNIT 1: ARABIC NUMBERS
1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content

3.1  The Cardinal Number
3.2  The Ordinal Number

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Arabic numbering system has certain peculiarities which the present
unit intends to address. Unlike the numbering system in English Language,
Arabic numbering takes care of the gender and its applicable grammatical
rules. This unit focuses the two types of numbering — the cardinal and the
ordinal with the grammatical rules guiding the two types.

20 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

- compare and contrast the numbering systems in Arabic and English
language respectively

- state the cardinal numbers and the grammatical rules applicable into
them

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
ARABIC NUMBERS
3.1 The Cardinal Number ) aad)

Arabic language is a gender language. Numbering or counting system in
the language takes care of both masculine and feminine with their specific
rules as in the following table.
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English Arabic Number Arabic Numbers in Words
Equivalents in Figure Masculine Feminine
1. ) Aal g Ay 3aal 5 Cuiy
2. Y Ol ol | ] g ek
3. ¥ Y o 35 iy O
4, ¢ Y ) day <l a3
5. ° Y ol dused Gl ued
6. 1 Nl A Gl Ca
7. \ Y 5 Axu il s
8. A 2V ) 4l iy (L
9. q Y 5 Aas iy s
10. K Y 8 ke <l Hlke

(@  The first two numbers (1 and 2) agree with their subjects. While the

subject is masculine (s ) the numbers are in the masculine form and the

numbers are converted to feminine forms when the subject is changed to
feminine (<)

(b)  Numbers from three to ten do not agree with their subjects — in

gender &36 which is without the feminine marker — ta marburah (round ta) is
used for feminine as <l &35 whereas 45346 to which feminine marker is
suffixed is used for masculine as ¥l 43

(¢)  The subjects must be stated after numbers three to ten in plural forms,
ending in genitive case

Self Assessment Exercise

(i) Apply these numbers LI AC I N R (¢)
(i) Apply the numbers in (i) above to ¢l

(iii) Identify the main differences between the illustrations in (i) and (ii).

11. V) Iy e 33 Uiy e (saa)
12. VY Al y e L) Uiy 3 e L)
13. VY Il g “pie A3 Uiy 8 e GO
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14. Ve a5 Dde day)) G ke o)
15. Yo T, yie dwea i, 5l
16. V1 Ty i dhn EERCa
17. AR T, yae da Gy ioke o
18 A Wy ke Rd| Gubsie L
19. Y4 Ty yie daud Gy 5ok o
20. Y Il &5 e Uiy &g e

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

€)

Numbers from eleven to nineteen comprises two Arabic words each in
accusative case.

Numbers eleven and twelve agree in gender with the subjects. The
subjects must be stated after two numbers in singular forms, in
accusative case.

From numbers thirteen to nineteen, it is only the segment of the two
words comprising a number that agrees with its subject genderwise as
we can see from the above.

Subjects which must be in singular forms must be stated after each
number in accusative case.

Numbers like twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, ninety
and one hundred remain unchanged whether they are applicable to
masculine or feminine. The same is applicable to thousand, million and
SO on

21. A g oypbe 5aals| b dyobe 5gaa)
22. YY g s e 5 O | Ly Gspde 5 i
23. Yy laly (g e 54330 Ly 05 e &0
24, Y¢ a5 g e 5 dn) L )55k 2
25. Yo s s pdie sduwed | Uiy ysode Guad
26. Al 5 s pdie 54 Uiy 05 e Cans
27. YV Ialy o5 e 5 dnmm Uiy 05 pe @
28. YA by e 5 Al Ly (558 Gl
29. A laly (g e 54 Ly ()5 e

93




ARA 382 Arabic Grammar |1

(@  When a number from one to nine is added to any number from twenty —
one to ninety- nine, the letter ( 5 ) indicating “and” should be infixed, it
should then be followed by the number to which the addition is made.

(b)  Numbers twenty — one and twenty — two agrees with their subjects in
gender, particularly the first segments of the two numbers

()  The remaining numbers (thirteen to nineteen) disagree with their
subjects

(d)  Subjects which must be in singular form must be stated after each
number in accusative case.

Self Assessment Exercise
- State the grammatical rules guiding the formation of numbers between 21
and 29 with relevant illustrations

20. Y M2 Osde Uiy &y g yie
30. T ey o506 Gy ) o
40. £ S osm) Gy G5
50. o Ma ) () sued Uiy () gused
60. v Sa G G &
70. v sy O g Uiy &) g
80. A Mo O sl Ty o) il
90. . PEGIST Ly () g’

(@ The numbers 20 through 90 are applicable to both masculine and
feminine

(b)  The subject should be in singular form, in accusative case.

100 Yoo 31)441.4 L}mi:\.a
1000 Yoo Al all iy Gl
1,000,000 Vovea e Ay §sala iy ) gnla

(@  The numbers hundreds, thousands and millions are applicable to both
masculine and feminine
(b)  The subject should be in singular form, in the genitive case.
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3.2 The Ordinal Number (Al ssl

Ordinal number takes care of classifying items into their appropriate
positions. Like cardinal numbers, gender is also taken into consideration. Let
us consider this table.

Ordinal Number Masculine Feminine

1 B R

2" Sl )

3" A L)

4! a0 Al

50 Salal) FREN

6" Sl Jalodl

7" Ll FR

g S FEWE

9" ol Al
10" i) 3 yalall
11" e sl i apalall
12" Ee S “yie Al
13" e cdl e 2
14" e @l e Ay )l
15" e Lualall e Al
16M e ualull e Al
17" e wlal e Aadal
18" e el “pie Al
19" e il “yic Aanll
20" O gl Ol
21% G dall 5 galal) Ol 5 sl
22" Gl 5 Sl Gall 5 40l
23" sl g Gl sl g AANE
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(@)  Ordinal numbers agree in gender with the qualified nouns

(b)  The position of numbers one to ten within a sentence determines their
cases -nominative, genitive or accusative. The same rule is applicable to
numbers like thirty, forty, fifty and so on.

() The ordinals from ‘eleventh’ to ‘nineteenth’ also agree in gender with
the qualified noun. They are indeclinable, remaining in accusative case
at the end two components irrespective of the grammatical case of the
qualified noun.

(d) The ordinals from ‘twentieth’ to ‘ninetieth are identical in form and are
invariably used with masculine and feminine nouns.

(e) If the ordinals from ‘twentieth’ to ninetieth are joined to the ordinals of
the units. These latter precede, and the two are joined by the
conjunction ( 5 )’and’.

Self Assessment Exercise
State the Arabic equivalents of the following ordinal numbers for masculine
and feminine: 5th, 10th, 12th, 20th, 23rd, 30th, 31st, 45"

4.0 CONCLUSION

Numbering or counting system in Arabic language takes care of genders
— masculine or feminine with the appropriate grammatical rules affecting the
two. There are two types of numbering system — the cardinal and the ordinal.
Each of the two types has its peculiar grammatical features which we have
dealt with in this unit.

5.0 SUMMARY

There are two types of numbering system in Arabic and each of the two
types features specific grammatical regulations. The two types received
adequate attention in this unit.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. State the grammatical rules affecting the cardinal numbers from 11-29
with relevant illustrations
2. ldentify the grammatical rules affecting the ordinal numbers
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1.0 INTRODUCTION ugy.m

Noun, verb and particles are considered as parts of sentence(s) in Arabic.
The present lesson focuses the particles in Arabic, drawing attention to the
types of particles and how each type of particles and how each type functions

in Arabic constructions.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of the unit, you should be able to

- identify the difference between the noun, verb and particle in Arabic
- discover how particles function when they occur in sentences
- identify the types of particles in Arabic

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Introduction

Particles are utterances which bear no meaning in isolation until they
are added to other words — nouns or verbs. They function as parts of Arabic
sentences which are three, namely ism(noun) fi’l/(verb) and harf(particle).
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Some of the particles are applicable only to verbs, e.g. huraf ‘an-nasb
(subjunctive particles) and Auruf ‘al-jazm (jussive particles). Genitive particles
hurif ‘an-jarr are restricted to nouns while inna and kana with their associates
function when they are applied to nominal sentences.

3.2 Jussive Particles g Jaall Jadll a5a

(The Jussive Mood of the Present Tense)
el 2 a2y WD T A el G e o 4 13) g liaal) Jedl o
The present tense verb assumes the jussive mood when it is preceded by

any of the jussive particles mentioned above; e.g.

‘Zayd did not read his lesson L a5 al
‘Do not sit on the bed’ all e GaS Y

The verbs succeeding the jussive particles in the two sentences are in
the jussive mood because they are preceded by the particles. Sukun, an
orthographical character written as a small circle above the quiescence
constant is used for this mood.

Furthermore, some jussive particles cause declension of two present
tense verbs, and entails that the doing of the first action is a condition that
precipitates the second action. These are known as conditional particles and
they include

Oy e S s T e
Here are some examples:
If you work hard, you will be successful ZAT 385 )
Whoever does good will get better rewards 43135 3as 154 Jaii G

The first sentence is commenced with a conditional jussive particle and
it is followed by a present tense verb in a jussive mood indicated by
Sukizn(quiescence). If we stop on the first verb, the meaning of the sentence
remains incomplete until the second verb is added.

The verb following the conditional particle is the protasis (conditional
verb) and the action in it precipitates the action in apodosis (the reply of the
conditional verb). The combination of the three — the particle, the protasis and
the apodosis gives a meaningful statement.
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Self Assesment Exercise

- Use the following particles in sentences with appropriate ilustrations:
S IS (F e

3.3  Subjunctive Particles g Saal) Jadl) cuad
(The Subjunctive Mood of the Present Tense)
oSy G LSOO A Caail) Cag pa (e s i 13] g Jlaall Jadll sy
aall 2y

The present tense verb assumes the subjunctive mood when it is
preceded by any of the subjunctive particles mentioned above; e.g.

| want to go to the school Lol M Cadl G &

| study/ am studying in order to serve the country &bl aal S &l

The first sentence consists two present tense verbs. The first is in the
nominative case because it is not preceded by any particle while the second is
in the accusative or subjunctive mood because it is preceded by one of the
subjunctive particles. The same explanation is applicable to the two present
tense verbs featuring in the second sentence. The sign for this mood is (-)
indicating fathah.

Self Assesment Exercise
- Construct sentences featuring — 2ssall oY 53 o1 As
3.4  Genitive Particles S Gigia
(The Genitive Mood of a Noun)
Ll gl G e e I Ge el Dall G s e s 4l 1) ) D

A noun appears in genitive mood when it is preceded by any of the
genitive case particles mentioned above; e.g.

| write/ am writing the lesson in the note book . &3 8 Gu’)3 L]

The farmer is going to the farm Qﬁin.ﬂ\ & *Cmi\ Sk
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On the first sentence, the last noun is in the genitive mood because of
the particle preceding it. The same is applicable to the last noun on the second
sentence. The sign (-) is used to show this mood.

3.3 Innaand Its Associates &isdl 3 &)
b 8 ol 5 5ol 2855 5 Al ks 5 IS0AN Gl pdl) 5 )88l e GhI5AT 5 &) Jas

Inna and its associates function on subject and predicate. When the
particle or any of its associates precedes a nominal sentence, it changes the
subject from nominative into accusative case and retains the predicate in the
nominative case. The associates of inna are:

RUIC e R N R
The lady is really patient 50y sha Gl

| know that the student is hardworking  3ias cithll &i &ule
Let us consider more examples

) 35 A5 &)

The sentence was originally 3% 33ii | consisting a subject (3333\) in the
nominative case indicated by (el') and a predicate (3is%) in the nominative
case also indicated by (“«zl)). When the emphatic particle (&) begins the
nominal sentence, the subject (33ll) becomes accusative (31) but the predicate
remains nominative. The accusative is indicated by (4~il) since the subject is
singular.

If any of the particles begins a nominal sentence consisting a subject and a
predicate both of which are dual, the subject which was originally in the
nominative case indicated by (<a¥!) assumes the accusative case indicated by
(+W) and the predicate remains in the nominative case indicated by (<Y') as
you have learnt while treating the secondary vowels (Module 3, Unit 2). Let us
consider few examples:

OIgiaa Al &) - o1 ol

e sl &) — (liaia pligsl
If any of the particles begins a nominal sentence consisting a subject
and a predicate both of which are sound masculine plurals, the subject which

was originally in the nominative case indicated by (') assumes the
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accusative case indicated by (s&') and the predicate remains in the
nominative case indicated by (s'V). Let us consider few examples:
Oskaadl Gaaliadll &) — (& shaal 540240
Gl Gruigall &) — ¢ yiale & shaaigall

If any of the particles begins a nominal sentence the subject of which is

a sound feminine plural, the subject assumes the accusative case indicated by

(3_~S)), Let us consider these examples:

Eals clASE &) — Eioale EaSl

P PR PR LT A PP AR 1
Glaas Slusall) -Gilias Glasll

Self Assesment Exercise

- Begin each of these sentences with (&) or any of its asociates:
Sala il -y

u j“’:.i L:J s!’ sl\ _\w
Glaaa i\l_\:\saj\ -¢

3.4 Kana and its Associates Gisdl 5 s
B d ad 5 il Cualf 5 Leald ald 5 1Al 3878 a5 )atall e AT 5 0 Jas

Kana and its associates function on subject and predicate. When the
particle or any of its associates precedes a nominal sentence, it retains the
subject in the nominative case and converts the predicate into accusative case.
The associates of Kana are

Qb il g Adal el e S

The student was hardworking KYEES Sl 8
The cold became severe. 1305 3501 Sla
Let us consider more examples:
(i) 130 3530 8 — Sk 354
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The first sentence is nominal. It consist a subject and a predicate, both
of which are in the nominal case. The second sentence consist the same
subject and predicate but begins with (). The particle has changed the case
of the predicate from the nominative (:x3) to the accusative (1:23)

(i) Sigin Al S - St

The first sentence consist a subject and a predicate. The second sentence
consist the same subject and predicate but begins with (¢S) which has made
the predicate accusative. Note that the feminine ending (&) is suffixed to (0\)

because the subject (aal) is feminine

Self Assesment Exercise
- Begin each of the following sentences with (0S) or any of its associates:
s Gl oy
Saas dnoiall oy
g Jall oy
bl e
dela iyl e
4.0 CONCLUSION

Particles in Arabic are joined with the other components of Arabic
sentence(s) — verb or noun to make each sentence(s) become meaningful.
There are various types of particles in Arabic, each type performs specific
function in Arabic constructions. Some of these particles function when
applied to Arabic verbs while others function when applied to Arabic nouns.

5.0 SUMMARY

You have learnt about particles in Arabic in this unit. You are now
familiar with the types of particles and how each type functions in Arabic
constructions

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

Use the following particles in sentences

G B C B (PG LA B L TN
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1.0 INTRODUCTION iy 22

In the Arabic language, there are three basic parts of speech as
recognised by orthodox Arabic grammarians. These are verbs, nouns and
particles. The Arabic verb, like its English counterpart, expresses different
aspects of action.

The Arabic noun is however, wider in concept than the English noun.
Hence in Arabic, the noun includes the English concepts of nouns, pronouns,
adjectives and adverbs while Arabic particles include conjunction, preposition

and interjection.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to

- define a complete sentence in Arabic

- identify a nominal sentence and the various types of constructions under
this heading

- identify a verbal sentence and the various features of a verbal sentence
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3.1 Complete Sentence sada ey
LIS Ll ot 5 5o Alen e 4l B30 iy (A1) S il

A synthesis that gives a full meaning is called a complete sentence. A
complete sentence in Arabic consist components which embrace nouns, verbs
and particles. The combination of these components gives a complete
statement. Some sentences may be complete with two of the components
while some may be adequate with just a component. Statement like Sle Gl

ol Al went to school” is complete. It embraces noun ( 424l and
(e ) as well as verb (&) and particle ( &).

Equally, statement like, JELY) 26 “The teacher (has) slept” is complete

as it s made up of a noun (Al-m‘i\ ) and a verb (zY)

of
Imperative verb like eﬁ “stand up”dal | “sit down” and ST “write”

which obviously seem to be one word each, are indeed enough for a speech.
This is because actually they are not single words as they appear to be. Rather,
they are sentences comprising two words, one of which is expressed but the
other one is implied (<) which the listener understands from the command,
even though it is not expressed verbally.

Self Assesment Exercise

- State the basic parts of speech in Arabic with appropriate illustrations.

3.2 Nominal Sentence 4wy aladlf

Basically, there are two types of sentences in Arabic. These are the
nominal and the verbal sentences. Nominal sentence is defined as:
W\MWJAJ\MUA«_\SJM‘UMJS
Any sentence comprising subject and predicate is a nominal sentence. This in
essence, connotes that nominal sentences commence with a noun. Examples of
nominal sentences are:

The hardworking one is successful U A«-wd\
The female student is gentle 37 shia il
Zaynab is intelligent Bl L
Ibrahim is just Jole A1)

The first words of the four examples given in Arabic above are nouns,
so the sentences are nominal. The examples contain subjects and predicates
which are the basic components of nominal sentences. These are simple
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nominal sentences. Sentences in this category may be longer but no matter the
length, subject and predicate will eventually emerge as the basic components
of such sentences. In addition, both the subject and the predicate should be in
the nominative case as noted in the given examples.

When a nominal sentence is constructed, the predicate of its subject
may be one of the five varieties noted below:
() A Simple Noun

The man is an engineer Cpaigh d;)l\
The woman is a trader 352 51l

The second word in each of the two examples given above is a simple noun, in
the nominative case. It is the predicate of the sentence
(i)  An Adjective

The student is dutiful i sl

The room is large daul 5 3)AAll

The second word in each of the examples given above is an adjective. It is the
predicate of the sentence, in the nominative case.

(iii)  Prepositional Phrase

The cat is under the bed et & L
The book is on the table KAl e QU

The second and third words in each of the examples given above are the
combinations of a prepositional particle and a definite noun. The combinations
serve as the predicate of the sentence in a nominative case.

(iv) Verbal Clause

The student went to the market &l ) cas Ll

The teacher sat on the chair il e Guls gzl
In the first example, the expression is a verbal clause because it starts with a
verb. The clause is the predicate of the sentence in a nominative case. The
same is applicable to (Sl e (s in the second example.

(v)  Nominal Clause

The woman is sleeping onthe bed %) e FORH ii;f;ji
The man is sitting on the chair L Kl B Gl JAT

Note that the word 4aid (a sleeper, somebody sleeping) is translated in this
context as “is sleeping”. Literally, the sentence would mean “The woman is a
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sleeper on the bed” or “The woman sleeps in the bedroom”. The word is
derived from the verb &t (to sleep). Using the common paradigm of J=4 as
basis then the derived will take the form ofixii . This form represents the
active participle of a verb in Arabic. The clause _s =) e 40 js nominal. It is
the predicate of the sentence in the nominative case. This same explanation
goes for the second sentence

Self Assesment Exercise

- When a nominal sentence is constructed, the predicate of its subject may be
one of the five varieties noted above. Cite relevant illustrations for each of the
varieties.

- What are the basic components of nominal sentences?

3.3 Verbal Sentence Mul\ HPR
Al AL 08 Jel 5 Jad Ga S ALA R
Having noted that a nominal sentence is the one which commences with
a noun, we should now consider the verbal sentence.Verbal sentence is the one
which begins with a verb, which is succeeded by its doer (subject) such a verb
may be past tense or present tense verbs. Examples of verbal sentences are:

The student went to the school Aol I Gy Gal
The girl sat on the seat adall e il edds
The student goes to the school Aokl I Sl Cag
The girl sits on the seat aadall e S fuad

The first word of each of the four examples given in Arabic above is a
verb. The first two are in the past form while the remaining two are in the
present form.

When constructing verbal sentences, however the following rules
should be considered.

(@  When the preceding verb to the subject is on the third person, the verb
must always be singular whether the subject itself is singular, dual or plural,

e.g.

(i)  The Muslim prayed in the mosque sl b Al
The (two) Muslims prayed in the mosque aalall s laliadll ém
The (many) Muslims prayed in the mosque sl & & saliall La
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(i)  The female student sat in the classroom Jiail) 3 ol cids
The (two) female student sat in the classroom — Jiaill b ol cods
The (many) female students sat in the classroom Jisill i Sy euds

Each of the three sentences in group (i) is commenced with a verb in
singular form in spite of the fact that the construction is referring to dual in the
second example while it is referring to plural in the third example. The same
explanation is applicable to the three examples in group (ii).

(b)  The verb must agree with its subject in gender; e.g.

The teacher has arrived M s
The child has slept FOHIRE

From the examples above, it will be noted that the verbs agree with the
subjects because the subjects are masculine so the verbs are also in masculine
usage. Let us consider more examples:

Hind has closed the door il Ba &ale
The (female) Principal has travelled 5l <

Verbs here are different from the ones cited earlier because of the
addition of the suffix (<) which indicates that the subjects in the sentences are
feminine. As opposed to English usage where the same verbs are used for both
masculine and feminine, differences between the two are noted in Arabic, as
contained in the examples given above.

(¢) The subject of the verbal sentence must always be in the nominative
case. From the examples given so far, it will be noted that the subjects are all
In the nominative case. This is based on the grammatical rule which states that
subjects should always be in nominative case, either by the application of
direct vowel or any of its substitutes.

(d) The object of the verb should always be in the accusative case. This is
also as a result of certain grammatical rules which states that object occurring
in a sentence should always be in the accusative case, either by applying direct
vowel or any of its substitutes; e.g.

Mahmud cut a tree | habdsada ki
Fatimah wrote a letter Al dakls i
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Self Assesment Exercise

- State the grammatical rules guiding the construction of verbal sentences

4.0 CONCLUSION

A synthesis that gives a full meaning is called a complete sentence. A
complete sentence in Arabic consists of nouns, verbs and particles. Some
sentences may be complete with two of the components while some may be
accurate with just one of the three. Basically, there are two types of sentences
in Arabic. These are the nominal and the verbal sentences. You have learnt
about these two basic types and the various classifications coming under the
two types in this unit.

50 SUMMARY
You have learnt what a complete sentence is, in this unit. The unit has
also discussed the two types of sentences in Arabic with relevant illustrations.

6.0 TUTOR MARKED ASSIGNMENT

- Differentiate between nominal and verbal sentences with relevant
examples
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