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Introduction

ENG211 History of the English Languagées a three-unit course
available for students taking BA English and BA YEBnglish
programmes. The course introduces you to the RKistoi the
development of English Language from Old Englislts@resent status
as a world language. In doing this, you will be @sgd to major changes
that have taken place in the Grammar, Vocabulady Bronunciation of
English from the Old English to the Modern Peridtajor social and
political events in England such as the Anglo-Saxtonquest, the
Danish Invasion and the Norman Conquest that wespansible for
significant changes in the history of English vl examined. Other
very important developments such as the Rise ofMidglle Class in
England; the Emergence of Dictionaries; the Greaw#l Shift; the 18
Century Grammarians; the dispersal of English &ctiee world and the
Development of World Englishes will also be exardine

What You Will Learn in This Course

The general aim of this course is to introduce youhe History of
English Language - the various stages in the dpwedmt of English and
the fact that social events, political changes soidntific developments
usually leave their marks on the language espgaialthe vocabulary.
This is an on-going process because as the wopgdrences changes,
new words and expressions are bound to evolve &s gbathose
development processes. And people must learn newstéo update
their knowledge and express their new experienidas.is the case with
the English people. You are going to see how spoldical changes in
England influenced the language. You will also b@osed to those
factors that have been responsible for the growthspread of English
across the world.

Course Aims

There are twenty units in the course and each hastits objectives.
You should read the objectives of each unit and bB&am in mind as
you go through the unit. In addition to the objees of each unit, the
overall aims of this course include:

0] to introduce you to the history of the English laage from its
earliest development to its present status as &lwarguage

(i)  to highlight to you some significant events thafluenced the
emergence and growth of English

(i) to acquaint you with the major changes in the Gramm
Vocabulary and Pronunciation of English from thel @hglish to
Modern English; and

(iv)  to prepare you for further studies in English agoald language.
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Course Objectives

Based on the general aims of this course, sometolgs as a whole are
set out. These are the things you should be abi toy the time you
complete the course. If you are able to meet thectiee, you would

have achieved the aims of the course. Thereforggaum successful
completion of this course, you should be able to:

(@) trace the history of English language from old Estglperiod to
the present

(b) identify some major landmarks and stages in thesldgwment of
English

(c) describe the events that were responsible for thergence and
development of English

(d) explain the factors that influenced the growth ofgksh as a
world language

(e) discuss major changes in the Grammar, Vocabularg an
Pronunciation of English form old English to thedeon period;
and

) participate in further studies and research indéeelopment of
English as a world language

Working through This Course

You have to work through all the study units in twrse. There are
twenty study units in all.

Course Materials
Major components of the course are:

Course Guide

Study Units
Textbooks
Assignments File
Presentation Schedule

arwbdPE

Study Units
Module 1

Unit 1 English Language: the Roots; the Languagaa8on in
England before English; the Roman Conquest

Unit 2 Anglo-Saxon Conquest; the Origin and StatisOld
English; some features of the Old English
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Unit 3 Influences on the Old English: Religion; th&anish
Invasion and the Vikings Age
Unit 4 Middle English Period: the Norman Conque%0Dg6-

1200): The Ascendancy of French; The Fusion of ¢lren
and English; Re-establishment of English

Unit 5 English and French in the W&entury; the Decline of
French; the Rise of the Middle Class; General Adopof
English

Module 2

Unit 1 Some Characteristics of Middle English: Graan;
Vocabulary; Spelling and Speech Sounds

Unit 2 The Rise of the Standard English; the Spreadthe
London Dialect

Unit 3 Early Modern Periods (1500-1750): Some Ctiarastics;
The Renaissance English; Changes in Grammar

Unit 4 The Problem of Spelling; the Inkhorn Contosy; the
Vocabulary Question

Unit 5 The Emergence of Dictionaries; Shakespeard the

World of Words; the King James Bible

Module 3

Unit 1 Changes in Pronunciation; the Great VowelftSBome
Features of Grammar

Unit 2 The 18 Century English; An English Academy;
Johnson’s Dictionary

Unit 3 The 18 Century Grammarians; the Rise of Prescriptive
Grammar

Unit 4 English since 1900

Unit 5 Sources of New Words; the Oxford English tidicary;
the Spelling Reform; Functional Varieties of Enlglis

Module 4

Unit 1 Varieties of Modern English

Unit 2 English across the World

Unit 3 Reasons for the Growth of English as a Waddguage

Unit 4 The American English

Unit 5 English in Nigeria
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Text Books and References

Every unit contains a list of references and furtteading. You may
wish to read further by making use of as many eftéxtbooks listed as
possible. The textbooks and materials are meantldepen your
knowledge of the course.

Assignment File

In this file, you will find all the details of thevork you must submit to
your tutor for marking. The marks you obtain frohese assignments
will count towards the final mark you obtain forighcourse. Further
information on assignments will be found in theigssent file itself
and later in thi€Course Guiden the section on assessment.

Presentation Schedule

The Presentation Schedule included in your courgemals gives you
the important dates for the completion of tutor-kear assignments and
attending tutorials. Remember, you are requiredsubmit all your
assignments by the due date. You should guard stgailiing behind in
your work.

Assessment

Your assessment will be based on tutor-marked msggts (TMAS)
and a final examination which you will write at teed of the course.

Tutor-Marked Assignment

Every unit contains at least one or two assignmefus are advised to
work through all the assignments and submit themagsessment. Your
tutor will assess the assignments and select thleeh will constitute
the 30% of your final grade. The tutor-marked assignts may be
presented to you in a separate file. Just knowftragvery unit there are
some tutor-marked assignments for you. It is imgdriyou do them and
submit for assessment.

Final Examination and Grading

At the end of the course, you will write a finalaaxination which will
constitute 70% of your final grade. In the examuoratwhich shall last
for two hours, you will be requested to answer ghyeestions out of at
least five questions.
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Course Marking Scheme

This table shows how the actual course markingakdn down.

Assessment Marks
Assignment Four assignments, best three marks
of the four count at 30% of course
marks
Final Examination 70% of overall course marks
Total 100% of course marks

How to Get the Most from This Course

In distance learning, the study units replace thigarsity lecture. This
is one of the great advantages of distance learryiog can read and
work through specially designed study materialgaatr own pace, and
at a time and place that suits you best. Think akireading the lecture
instead of listening to the lecturer. In the sanag & lecturer might give
you some reading to do, the study units tell yoemvto read, and what
your text materials or set books are. You are plediexercises to do at
the end of every sub-section of the units, jusadscturer might give
you an in-class exercise. Each of the study umt®ws a common
format. The first item is an introduction to theéogct matter of the unit,
and how a particular unit is integrated with thieestunits and the course
as a whole. Next to this is a set of learning dijes. These objectives
let you know what you should be able to do by theetyou complete
the unit. These learning objectives are meant idegyour study. The
moment you finish a unit, you must go back and khebether you
have achieved the objectives. If this is made aithafren you will
significantly improve your chances of passing tloeirse. The main
body of the unit guides you through the furtherdieg from other
sources. This will usually be either from your &etoks or from a
reading section. The following is a practical st for working
through the course. If you run into any troubldepéone your tutor.
Remember that your tutor’s job is to help you. Whgou need
assistance, do not hesitate to call and ask ydor to provide it.

1. Read this Course Guide thoroughly, it is your fassignment.

2. Organise a Study Schedule. Design a “Course Owuetvie
guide you through the Course. Note the time youeapected to
spend on each unit and how the assignments relateetunits.
Important information e.g. details of your tutosiabnd the date
of the first day of the Semester is available frive study centre.
You will need to gather all information into oneapé, such as
your diary or a wall calendar. Whatever method gboose to



ENG211 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

use, you should decide on and write in your owreslaand
schedule of work for each unit.

3. Once you have created your own study scheduleyelything to
stay faithful to it. The major reason why studeaitis that they
get behind with their course work. If you get idkifficulties with
your schedule, please, let your tutor know before oo late for
help.

4. Turn to Unit 1; read the introduction and the objexs for the
unit.

5. Assemble the study materials. You will need yourlsmks and
the unit you are studying at any point in time.

6. Work through the unit. As you work through the uryiou will
know what sources to consult for further informatio

7. Keep in touch with your study centre. Up-to-dateurse
information will be continuously available there.

8. Well before the relevant due dates (about 4 weeeré due
dates), keep in mind that you will learn a lot bgind) the
assignment carefully. They have been designed loyoer meet
the objectives of the course and therefore, wilbhy@u pass the
examination. Submit all assignments not later thendue date.

9. Review the objectives for each study unit to confithat you
have achieved them. If you feel unsure about anythaf
objectives, review the study materials or consalintutor.

10. When you are confident that you have achieved a’suni
objectives, you can start on the next unit. Proceitl by unit
through the course and try to pace your study ab ybu keep
yourself on schedule.

11. When you submit an assignment to your tutor forkamgy;, do not
walit for its return before you start on the nexit.ukeep to your
schedule. When the assignment is returned, payicplart
attention to your tutor's comments, both on theortumarked
assignment form and also the written comments enotldinary
assignments.

12. After completing the last unit, review the coursed gorepare
yourself for the final examination. Check that ywave achieved
the unit objectives (listed at the beginning ofeaait) and the
course objectives (listed in the Course Guide).

Vi
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Facilitator/Tutors and Tutorials

The dates, times and locations of these tutoridlsb& made available
to you, together with the name, telephone numbedraddress of your
tutor. Each assignment will be marked by your tuRay close attention
to the comments your tutor might make on your assgnts as these
will help in your progress. Make sure that assigntme&each your tutor
on or before the due date. Your tutorials are irtgodr therefore try not
to skip any. It is an opportunity to meet your tuamd your fellow
students. It is also an opportunity to get the hafipyour tutor and
discuss any difficulties encountered on your regdin

Summary

English is just like any other language that sttedgor existence for
many centuries. But today it has become a worlguage. A course on
the History of the English Language is indeed atiwhile academic
engagement that will not only expose you to thegedaof the

development of the language but also the factasldd it its growth.

At the end, you should be able to say whether Bhgkill continue in

its present growth and role as a world languagevioether we shall
expect another language to rise in the next 50syear

Good Luck!

vii
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MODULE 1

Unit 1 English Language: the Roots; the Languagaa8on in
England before English; the Roman Conquest

Unit 2 Anglo-Saxon Conquest; the Origin and StatisOld
English; Some Features of the Old English

Unit 3 Influences on the Old English: Religion; tH2anish
Invasion and the Vikings Age

Unit 4 Middle English Period: the Norman Conquest

(1066-1200): The Ascendancy of French; The Fusibn o
French and English; Re-establishment of English

Unit 5 English and French in the 1 &entury; the Decline of
French; the Rise of the Middle Class; General Adopof
English

UNIT 1 ENGLISH LANGUAGE: THE ROOTS; THE
LANGUAGE SITUATION IN ENGLAND
BEFORE ENGLISH; THE ROMAN CONQUEST

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 English Language: the Roots
3.2 The Language Situation in England before English
3.3 The Roman Conquest

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0  Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You may want to ask: whemrid English come from? Was English the
original language of the British people? Were thetfeer languages in
England before English emerged? Who really arebhglish people?
To answer these questions it is important you stded that every
language has a root as well as a history and Englisot an exception.
The history of English is divided into three broaeriods namely Old
English (AD 450-1100), Middle English (1100-150@nd Modern
English (1500- ). This first unit will give you bleground knowledge of
the origin of English and the environment that géuth to the old
English. You will get to know the language familyhere English
belongs; the earliest people that lived in Britamd the languages they
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spoke, and how a change in their socio-politicalation affected their
culture, because language is an important partpefople’s culture.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. trace the origin of the English Language

. mention other languages within the indo-Europeanlia

. describe the language situation in England befoigdigh

. explain how the roman conquest affected languadgengiand at
that time.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1 English Language: The Roots

English did not originate in England. In Europeydaages are grouped
into ‘families’ depending on the features of eachnmber of the group.
English belongs to the group known as the “Indoepean Family”
which includes most of the languages in Europe. hiwitthe
Indo-European family, are other sub-groups callalic andGermanic
Germanic is also known as Teutonic. Latin and Hraiheveloped from
Italic at different times. The Germanic group ha®é branches namely
North Germanic, East Germanic, and West Germanis. hot certain
whether North, East and West Germanic represenébleinguages. The
North Germanic is the group where we find languéige Danish,
Swedish, Norwegian and Icelandic.

The West Germanic group developed into modern Gerniautch,
Frisian and English. In this group are still otlsrb-groups, namely
High West Germanic and the Low West Germanic duetheir
grammatical features. Both English and Frisian hglto the Low West
Germanic and are therefore the closest of relativasian is spoken in
North-west Netherlands. Remember that when wetlsalylanguages
belong to one linguistic ‘family’, it means thateth share essential
similarities in grammar and in their stock of wardsnglish was
separated from its Germanic root when some Germaibes: the
Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes migrated from dreginal home in
North-western Europe to Britain, and English larggibaegan to develop
into an independent language with new charactesisdistinct from
other Germanic languages. You shall know more abiostin the next
unit.
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— South German Dialects

High
— East & South Franconian
West Germanie— — Low Franconian — Dutch and Flemish
— Old Saxon
Low

— Old Frisian - Frisian

— OlId English - English
The West Germanic Language Group

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

=

Where did English language originate from?

2. Mention four (4) languages that belong to thesiM8ermanic
branch of the Indo-European family.

3. What do you think are the benefits of studyihg tistory of

English Language?

3.2 The Language Situation in England before Engéh

English came to England only at about the middlehef 3" century,
whereas men had inhabited Britain for thousandgeafs before then.
Of course you cannot imagine a place where peapée Wwithout a
functional language. So there must have been st tgee language and
its varieties, with which people communicated wathe another. The
first people known to have inhabited the island thas later to become
England were the Celts and they spoke ‘Celtic’. Tiedtic language and
its varieties were another branch of the Indo-Eeampfamily. The
Celtic languages were the most extensive groupghenndo-European
family to be spoken in England at that time andtilipgoday a good
number of people in some parts of Wales and Higidarf Scotland still
speak it. When Latin was later introduced in BnitaCeltic remained the
language of the populace, especially of the runadlidrs.

How the Celts came to England is not really knowhtistory confirms
that at the beginning of the Christian era, the&kre found in Spain,
West Germany, Italy and Great Britain. In fact theyvered some
greater part of Western Europe. Some centurideetrey were said to
have gained entry to Greece and Asia Minor. Bul htbe Celtic
languages increasingly declined over time is gjilite surprising.
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Today Celtic languages are found only in some renaoéas of France
and Britain as we said earlier. The impact of Ceatth modern English
however, has survived mainly on place-names. Naafesities like
Belfast, York, London, Glasgow or Cardiff are CeltNames of rivers
such as Avon, Clyde, Dee, Don, Forth or Usk alseehthe Celtic
origin. Others are names of regions like Devon,s@largan, Kent,
Cumbria, and Argyll. The Celtic ‘cumb’ (i.e. a deeglley) is traceable
in names like Dumcombe, Holcomb or Winchcombe. Whatoriginal
Celtic meaning for these place names are cannsaidefor sure. Celtic
remained the predominant language of England timgiloccupation of
the Romans when Latin was introduced.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Mention the first Germanic tribe to inhabit tistand that later
became England.

2. Can you explain the functions of the Celtic laage in the
England of the 8 century?

3.3 The Roman Conquest

The Romans under Julius Caesar first invaded Britab5B.C, but the
actual conquest was in AD 43 under Claudius whenQGaltic warriors
could no longer resist the much stronger Roman arfime Roman
occupation of Britain lasted from about AD 43 until0. This was a
very long period which invariably planted much adrRan occupation,
civilization and culture in Britain. Latin was thenguage of the Romans
so it became the official language, in the RomaitaBr especially in
towns and cities. Celtic was spoken in the rurabar In some localities
outside the cities, Latin was spoken; workmen atidams were familiar
with the language as they often scratched Graffititles and some
pieces of pottery. At this time, English had noimeo Since Latin was
not wide spread enough it could not survive theerlaGermanic
invasions. Latin began to wane around AD 410, iime the last of the
Roman troops were officially withdrawn from Britain

However, the Roman conquests have some linguisintributions to
the present day English lexicon. For instance oldeEnglish “Caestar”
(an enclosed place) is from the Latin “casta” (canipday we have
some English place-names like Chester, DorcheManchester and
Lancaster. The Latin ‘portus’ (gate) gave Englisé following names:
Newport, Port sea, Portsmouth; from Latin ‘monso(mtain) we have
Larchmont, and Oakmont, while the Latin ‘turrisb\iter) gave rise to
Torrington, Torbridge. So you can see that Latimtebuted to the
development of English.
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SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Mention the two languages that were spoken m Roman
Britain between AD 43 and 4107
2. Describe the contributions of the Roman congquestthe

development of the English language.
4.0 CONCLUSION

You can see that English has its root from amorg dialects of

Germanic tribes in North-western Europe. This is #iea where you
find the modern Germany, Poland, Russia or Denmtbelongs to the
Indo-European language family and is grouped alasitp German,

Dutch, Flemish, and Frisian as the West-Germangfoi® English was
planted in Britain, the Celtic tribes who lived ihe Isles then spoke
their language Celtic and that became the firsguage in Britain. The
Celts were defeated by the Romans and Britain aamder the Roman
government and for a very long time Latin, the Ronenguage was
then planted as the language of communication amitics. But the

Celtic language still survived especially in theafiareas.

5.0 SUMMARY

In this unit you have seen where the English camomfi.e. in North-
west Europe, from a dialect of the Germanic tribésu will get to
know more about these Germanic tribes in Unit 2inLand Celtic were
spoken in England before the Germanic tribes brougliEnglish. We
can still find some of the marks of the Celtic dratin languages in
modern English place-names.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
Discuss the origin of the English language.

1.
2. Describe the contributions of both Celtic and Laéinguages to
modern English.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Baugh, A.C and Cable T (2008.History of the English Languagg™
ed. London: Routledge

Ogu, J.N (1992)A Historical Survey of English and the Nigerian
Situation Lagos: Kraft Books
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UNIT 2 ANGLO-SAXON CONQUEST; THE ORIGIN
AND STATUS OF OLD ENGLISH; SOME
FEATURES OF THE OLD ENGLISH

CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 Anglo-Saxon Conquest
3.2  The Origin and Status of Old English
3.3 Some Features of the Old English
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You have seen from the last unit that English lagguwas transported
to England from among some tribes of Germanic peépim Northern

Europe of the regions comprising present day somtiEnmark and

Northern Germany. These tribes were the Angles,S&eons and the
Jutes. In this unit, you will see the process @ifrtlmovement and how
they eventually occupied Britain. The Anglo-Saxamduage was the
Old English. You will also see some features of dlee English so that
you can identify the extent of changes on its grammocabulary and
pronunciation as we make progress in this course.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. identify the Germanic tribes that invaded Britairttee close of
the 6" century
. describe some features of the old English.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Anglo-Saxon Conquest

The Romans occupied Britain for more than 300 yeBus the power of
the Roman Empire began to decline due to seriesttaicks from
Northern Europe and the Romans needed to proteat térritories.
Consequently the Roman soldiers in Britain wereheidwn to fight
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subsequent battles. This left the Celts unprotedtbdre were two tribes
from Northern Britain which the Romans did not coeq known as the
Picts and Scots. These people saw the withdrawtdleoRomans as an
opportunity to attack and plunder the much vulnkerakelts. The Celts
then appealed to the Germanic warriors - the AngllesSaxons and the
Jutes for help. They came in great numbers andffareht times. The
Angles from the modern state of Schleswig-Holst@rrmany came in
AD547 and settled in the north and central Engldarte Saxons (AD
477) also from modern Germany occupied the southefsland; while
the Jutes occupied Kent. The Jutes were the brsirtive in AD 449
driving the indigenous Celtic speaking people niytditre Britons to the
North and West — the present day Wales. The Juées fvom modern
Denmark or Northern Germany; their territory bostethat of Saxons.

These Germanic tribes helped the Celts defeat tthekeng Picts and
Scots, but then turned around to loot, and degtrey host country and
eventually occupied it. The Celts realized too k&t their friends had
become their conquerors. Although wars to resist @ermanic tribes
continued for the next 200 years, the Celts coolddnive the Germanic
tribes out. Some of the Celts were rather driveplaxes like Wales,
Cornwall and the Scottish highlands. Those who mreetawere forced
to accept the government of the new comers andniecabsorbed
through inter-marriages. After a few centuries, Gelts lost their
identity within the Anglo-Saxon society.

The Germanic tribes had a lot of things in commibrey were semi-
nomadic (they moved from place to place) warlikeg-garing but land
loving. The Angles and the Saxons were more in rarrian the Jutes,
and were also more persistent. The Celts called itheders

“Sassenachs” i.e. “Saxons” regardless of theici§petribes. By the

end of the B century the term “Angles” was used. During theesek

century the Latin name for the country was Angli Anglia. This

became “Engle” in Old English, while the name o thnguage was
called “Englisc”. It was around the %Ocentury that the word
“Englaland” or “Aegle-land”, (land of the Anglesppeared; this later
became England.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Mention the Germanic tribes that invaded Bnitai about the'®

century?

2. Why did the Romans evacuate Britain leaving tBelts
unprotected?

3. Explain the methods the Anglo-Saxons usedaiagjger Britain?
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3.2 The Origin and Status of Old English

Old English was the language the three Germarbedrspoke as they
settled in England. It was more of a fusion of thialects of the
Germanic tribes and it is difficult to say how muitte speech of the
Angles differs from that of the Saxons or that lué lutes. However, it
was never a uniform language. Four main dialectthefOld English
were spoken during this period namely, Northumbridercian, West-
Saxon and Kentish. These dialects were spoken fiareint parts of
Britain and Scotland. For instance, Northumbria avdrcian were
spoken in the region north of the Thames where\tigdes occupied.

As you have seen in Unitl, English belongs to tve Germanic branch
of the Indo-European family. This means that Emghas in common
certain characteristics with other Germanic langsagd-or instance, it
has both the ‘weak’ and ‘strong’ stress patternadjectives and verbs.
It shows that there is a strong stress accent enfitht or the root
syllable of most words. This feature is common tb Germanic

languages since it is mainly responsible for theagieof inflections in

these languages. You will know more about thihangubsequent units.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Explain the origin of the Old English.

3.3 Some Features of the Old English

Let me remind you once again that the period frob¥B0 to 1150 is
referred to as Old English. The grammar of the Bidjlish took after
the Latin grammar. One of the features of Latirthiat it is heavily
inflected. This means that the Latin words are éidllinflections; what
you may call affixes today. That is why the Old Esty period is
sometimes called the period of full inflection, hase during this
period, the endings of nouns, adjectives and véedss inflections. A
noun for example is described in terms of casesn lbas six (6) cases,
Nominative (subject), Genitive (possessive), Actiusa (objective),
Dative (indirect object) Ablative and Vocative. Thatin “Nauta”
(sailor) for example has its singular form (nommwm&) as ‘nauta’, plural
“nautae”. Remember in its grammar, Old English mdsed Latin. The
nouns and adjectives are inflected for up to faufie cases. The old
English “fisc” (fish) for example has the followirtgses:
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Singular Plural
Nominative fis fias
Genitive fiss %
Accusative &is fiscas
Dative fia fiscum

Old English adjectives had separate forms of edc¢heothree genders.

For example:
god (good)

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Nominative  @gd ogl ad
Genitive gdes ogre @les
Dative gdum agire al

So you can see that old English takes much of Létipronunciation,

Old English differs a great deal from its modernuieglent. For

example, the Old English “stan” is the modern ‘sfohut the vowel

differs. This is the same thing in words like halply); ga (go), ban-

(bone) rap (rope), éme (keen), fyr (fire), s@ap (sheep) etc. The
difference is also reflected in spelling. Becaube tOld English

represented the sound ‘sh’, by ‘sc’ the spellingsbeep’ was written as
‘scéap’.

Old English vocabulary is almost entirely liftedorin the Germanic
languages. A large part of this vocabulary haspgieared today. When
the Northern conquest introduced French to Engémnthe language of
the upper classes, much of the Old English vocaypuita literature and
education gave way to words borrowed from Frenath laatin. Those
that survived were very few, with such words agmhn’ (man), ‘wif’
(wife) ‘cild’ (child) *hus’ (house) etc.

You can see that both in grammar, vocabulary amdprciation, old
English is distinct from modern English. Below issample from a
West-Saxon version of the gospel according to Slhh Chapter 1:1-3

TEXT 1
On frymthe waes Word, and thaet Word waes mid GodeGod waes
thaet Word. That waes on fruman mid Gode. Ealleghwaeron

geworhte thurh hyre; and nan thing naes geworhabutim.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wab wibd, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning witd. @dl things
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were made by Him, and without Him was not anythragle that was
made

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Can you say why the old English conformed todhemmar of
Latin?
2. Describe at least two (2) features of old Eiglis

4.0 CONCLUSION

One of the most important events in the historyhef English language
is the Anglo-Saxon conquest, which is responsilde the birth of

English in Britain. Old English, which is the larage of the conquering
Germanic tribes, was influenced by Latin due toldmg occupation of
Britain by the Romans and their long contacts whih Germanic tribes.
The old English was the national language of Brituring this period,
though it had other varieties or dialects.

5.0 SUMMARY

The Germanic conquest brought the Angles, the Saaad the Jutes to
England. They were initially invited to help thefeleseless Celts fight
their battles after the Roman withdrew from Britaithe Germanic

tribes came in their large numbers, defended tHes @gainst the Picts
and the Scots and turned around to conquer their fihe Celts could
not match their new conquerors and were forceceteutjected to their
authority. This period is known as the Old Englriod because the
Angles, the Saxons, and the Jutes spoke this lgeg@id English was
a combination of the features of the languages h&f tribes and

resembled Latin both in grammar and vocabulary.liour dialects of

Old English were spoken at that time. Looking ameoof the

characteristics of Old English, it is obvious thabst of its lexical,

grammatical and phonological features have fadesyaover time.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Explain the meaning of “Anglo-Saxon”.

2. Describe how the Germanic tribes conquered Britaid how
this resulted in the birth of the English language.

10
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Unit 2 you were exposed to how the Germanicesiltonquered
Britain in the &' century and introduced Old English which was a
mixture of the languages of the tribes and the i€ddinguage. The
Roman civilization, you will remember left its mada the language.
Old English continued to receive foreign influeneasich affected its
internal structure and vocabulary. In this Unit yeill be introduced to
some of these influences. The most important digioe (Christianity)
and the Danish conquest.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. explain how Christianity influenced the Old English
. discuss the effects of the Danish invasion on thegligh
language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Religious Influence on Old English

Christianity was introduced in England at about RD5And from this
time to the close of the Old English period (aroéiL 100) is over 500
years. So you can imagine how great impart this ldvdhave on
language. The dominant church then was the Romamol@aand the
religious zeal that greeted th& Zentury was responsible for building
churches and monasteries. And Latin being the pyinfenguage of

12
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religion was once again rapidly imported. The terapp decline Latin
experienced earlier with the coming of the Anglo«@® was overtaken
by this religious revival.

The missionaries from Rome did not only introdude&i§lianity, they
came with classical civilization, education and thatin language,
which was the universal language of the churcheahetation. Many of
the Latin words were adopted early, while some vestepted towards
the end of the tenth and eleventh centuries. Thvesds also found their
way into the literature of the time. Normally, $ €xpected that the new
words would express new ideas and concepts. Sanéhe religion
introduced words about the church, and explainedinternal and
external organization. Remember that the Anglo-8axavere not
Christians, so the church and pagan ideas andmastarvived side by
side.But much of paganism was absorbed by the church.

With education the Anglo-Saxons could record theadition and
poetry. People began to express themselves iatlitey. One of the first
works of Literature in the Old English languagecaled “Beowulf.”
The author is one of the earliest converts who welecated in classical
literature. He must have read some of the eaniassical writers called
Virgil and Homer. Virgil wroteAeneid while Homer wrote th®©dyssey
Another product of this early Christian educatiena man by name
Bede - Venerable Bede. Bede was born in Northundwtheducated at
the University of Warmouth. He authored tBeclesiastical History of
the English Nationthis was just one of the thirty-six books credite
him. He wrote in Latin.

Words Relating to Religion

Some words relating to Christianity such as “Churahd “Bishop”
were borrowed earlier because the Anglo-Saxon faatldontact with
some bishops and had plundered churches beforecétmeg to England.
But most of the words relating to religion were roaved at the time of
Christian evolution. The following words given iheir modern forms
have survived over timecanon, alms, chalice, altar, angel, anthem,
epistle, hymn, litany, cleric, martyr, nun, minrstergan, pope, priest,
psalm, provost, shift, shrine, deacon, synod, temmpbon, ark, candle
etc.

The church also influenced the domestic life of peeple. You can see
this in the words that relate to clothing and hbwadg use, e.gcap,
sock, silk, mat, sack, purplejords denoting food or food items suah
beef, cabbage, lentil, millet, pear, oyster, lobst@usselwere also
adopted from religion. Some number of words thédteeto education
and learning show another dimension of the churafflsience. Such

13
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words areschool, Latin, master, grammatic, verse, meteramptetc.
Names of trees, plant and herbs are also rootegligion. Examples are
lily, pine aloes, balsam, fennel, hyssop, mallowtrmand the general
word “plant’. There are various words that one trace to the religion
of this period likeanchor, fan, fever, place, sponge, phoenix, elephan
circle, giants, legion, talent and consulBhese examples are mostly
nouns but Old English also borrowed a number obsyemd adjectives
which we may not cover in this study. The most inggat thing is that
you understand how significant impact the churathingOld English

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Mention some ten (10) words that are attributabléhie influence of
Christianity in the English language.

3.2 The Danish invasion and the age of the Vikis

Towards the end of the Old English period, anothesision of England
took place, this time by the Danes from DenmarksoAtalled the
Vikings, their contact with English constituted émer major influence
on the language. Denmark, Sweden and Norway arex@roountries
that come from the Scandinavian region.

The Scandinavians, i.e., the Swedish, and the Nypans were actually
neighbours to Anglo-Saxons and were even relatethnguage and
blood. Their plundering activities started from tg8 century to the
beginning of the 14 century. The climax of their achievement came in
the 11" century when the King of Denmark took over theott® of
England, conquered Norway and rule the greater pArtthe
Scandinavians world. The period of the Danish &&s and influence
from 1014 -1039 is known as the Viking Age.

The Danish attacks were in three stages: the é@asly stages were
characterized by plundering of towns and churchlifi@s. This was

between AD787 and 850. The second stage was im880 the Danes
came in a fleet of 350 ships. They invaded anducagt Canterbury,
London, York and East Anglia. By 878 they had oweralmost the

whole of Britain. The third stage of the Scandiaavinvasion was more
of political adjustment and assimilation from 881042. In 1042 the
English king was sent on exile and for the nexty2&rs England was
ruled by the Danes.

As the Vikings became permanent settlers in Engthag gradually got
absorbed in the native population and acceptedigto-Saxon religion
and language. Their adoption of the language, thawgy similar with
theirs, altered the Old English in some noticeals/s, especially its

14
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influenced on place names. More than 1,400 plaseBngland bear
Scandinavian names. Their early acceptance of {zmisy can also be
seen in the Scandinavian names found among the $/d?rkests and
Bishops. The Danes settled mainly in Northumbmal the West Coast
of Ireland.

The relationship between the OIld English and Dar(zlso called
Norse) was more of interference. The situationimsilar to what is
obtainable in many cities of the world today whpeeple from different
cultures leave and spoke different languages. mmesparts of Scotland,
Norse was spoken as late as th& téntury, while in some part of
England, English was generally spoken but newconeessich districts
will normally speak their own languages. There esdoubt that many
words in modern English are borrowed from the Stewian tongue.
For example in Old English, the modern sound of (&ike ship) is
written as ‘sc’. In the Scandinavian sound ‘sk’réfained in modern
English. Native words likship, shall, fishhave ‘sh’ in modern English.
Words borrowed from the Scandinavian are still prorced with ‘sk’
e.g.sky, skin, skill, scrape, whisk or badlhe O.E ‘scyrte’ has become
“shirt” while the corresponding O.N (Old Norse) ifimo“skyrta” is
retained “skirt”. Also words with the retention &@f sound as inget,
give, gildandeggindicate Scandinavian origin. So you can see ttieat
Scandinavian language enjoyed a great deal ofenfla on modern
English.

Scandinavian Place Names

You have been told earlier that one of the notah&lences of the
Viking settlement is the extensive number of plaaees in England.
More than 600 places with names ending lny are Scandinavian e.g.
Grimsby, Wgitby, Derby, Rugby, Thoresdtg. Some 300 names end
with — pe As in Althorp, Bishopsthorpe, Gawthorpeetc. The
Scandinavian thropé means village. Some others contain the word
‘thwaité meaning ‘an isolated peace of land”. They include
Applethwaite, Braithwaite, Cowperthwaigtc. About a hundred names
bear the ending ‘toft’ (a piece of ground) eBgimtoft, Eastoft Langtoft,
Nortoft etc. Personal names ending with the suffix ‘saré also of
Scandinavian origin e.@ibson, Jackson, Johnson, Watson, Wilstm

The largest number of place names is found in Yorks and

Lincolnshire, contributing about 75% of names o&istinavian origin

to the English Lexicon. A good number is also foim€umberland and
Westmoreland; these are countries in the North&faShgland showing
that the Danes had a large settlement in these.aféés is also true of
Norfolk in East Anglia.

15
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The earliest influence of the Norse on the Old EBhglocabulary is
words that are associated with sea-faring or se&go You know that
the Danes lived an adventurous and predatory Tifee Old English
scegb(vessel) lip (fleet), scegbmanr(pirate),dreng (warrior) etc. are
Scandinavian words. Later, a number of words medgto law, and those
relating to the social and administrative systenthef Danes were also
introduced to Old English. The word ‘law’ itselfasScandinavian word.

As a matter of fact the Danish invasions were iketthe introduction of

Christianity that brought the English people toewncivilization and

introduced them to many things, both physical apiditsal that they

never knew before. And you know that these newgshicame with new
vocabularies and ways of expressing them. Theizatibn of the

Scandinavians was very much like that of the Ehglisemselves.
Consequently the Danish loans entered the Englistpdage through the
process of everyday interaction.

Scandinavian Words

Some common place nouns that have the Scandinakigin are bank,
birth, bull, dirt, down, dregs, egg, fellow, gapuess, kid, leg, loan,
mire, root, scales, score, seat, sister, skin, slayghter, thrift, tidings,
trust etc. among adjectives we have awkward, iflabrose, low, meek,
rotten, rugged, tightandweak There are also some number of verbs,
such asgrave, call, crawl, die, gape, get, give, lift, nagise, scare,
take, thrive These are some of the words that the Danish imwaand
subsequent settlement introduced to English.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Mention five (5) words that are of the Scandinawaigin.

4.0 CONCLUSION

Two major foreign influences in the Old English éine coming of the
Christian religion and the Danish invasion. Dowitdet that in this Unit
we have used the terms, the Danes or Danish, ted8avian and the
Vikings to refer to the same people. These two &svierroduced foreign
words to the English Language.

5.0 SUMMARY
The coming of Christian civilization to England bght with it new
ideas and concepts which required the right kindvo€abulary to

express them. Hence, Christianity brought into @ié English words
that are associated with religion and church adstiation. When the

16
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Scandinavians later invaded England and settlede ththey were
absorbed in the social system of the English peaptt many of them
became Christian converts. However, through everyakzraction they
introduced their own words, which are less tecHrican the religious
ones. Most of the words that are Danish are evgrydads and those
associated with Sea-roving. Most English place manaee also
attributed to the Scandinavians.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Distinguish between religious influences and thathe Danish
invasion on the English language.
2. Discuss some specific contributions of the Chnmstialigion to

the growth of the English language.
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

So far, we have been able to trace the origin @fliim and examined
major events and factors that influenced its gramaral vocabulary.
Towards the close of the Old English another ewaaurred that had
greater effect on the English language than angraththe course of its
history. This event is the Norman Conquest andeddé& changed the
course of the English language, and ushered ipé¢hed known as the
Middle English. This period runs from the beginnwigthe 12 century
to the middle of the T5century. In this Unit, you will get to know how
far the introduction of French language which camith the Norman
Conquest influenced the English language.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this Unit, you will be able to:

. explain the relationship between the Norman cornigaed the
French Language

. describe the position of French in the England hed middle
English period

. discuss the relationship between French and Engtiiiis time
. explain why the English language was re-establigtied French
domination.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Middle English Period: The Norman Conquest (166-
1200)

You may want to know who the Normans were. The Norsnwere
made up of the Danes and other settlers from Nortliirope that
occupied Normandy in the™and 18 centuries. Normandy was a
district on the Northern coast of France. The @ation of Normandy
was essentially French, and the Normans were antbeg most
progressive and advanced of the people of Euroffesatime.

Before the conquest, England and Normandy had edj@yfair long
standing relationship. For instance, one of theliBnckings (Ethelred)
married a Norman wife and when he was driven téedxy the Danes,
he took refuge with his brother-in-law, the dukeNsirmandy. His son
Edward, then brought up in France was more of Fréhan English. In
1042, the Danish government declined in EnglandEadhelard known as
the confessor was restored to the throne from wiieh Danes had
earlier expelled his father. He came back with N@rman friends,
enriched them and gave them important positionkisngovernment,
thus a strong French atmosphere reigned in thedbngburt during the
24 years of Edward’s government. Edward died in6l@&hout a son to
succeed him. William the Duke of Normandy was aadaousin of the
late King Edward and had nursed the ambition otsading the king.
His relationship with Edward however, didn’t giverhany right to the
English throne. So he decided to take the thronéolme. This he did,
and at the battle of Hastings, his forces killed thigning king Harold
and defeated his army. William was eventually cresvking of England
on the 28 December 1066. With the possession of the Englistvn,
William introduced new nobility. Most of the Endlidiigher class died
in the war at Hasting and those that escaped weaget as traitors. By
1072, the Old English nobility was practically wip@ut, and their
places were filled with Norman followers of the ginAVhat the Norman
settlement in England meant to language was theatdfr, which was the
language of the Normans, was introduced as a seafbicthl language
in England. And it functioned particularly as tleduage of the upper
class. Unlike the Anglo-Saxons language that cameeplace the
existing Celtic language, French was adopted tauded side by side
with English but the two languages were to perfdifferent roles.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
1. Describe how the French language camekmigland.

2. Explain the effect of the elimination of the Hsly nobility to the
English language.
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3.2 The Ascendancy of French

Following William of Normandy's ascension of the dhish throne,
French strictly became the language of governmiérgnch speaking
officials of government were appointed, who in tlmought their own
personal staff. French speaking bishops and cleegymwere also
appointed, and for almost 20 years of the invasidangland, almost all
the religious houses were under French-speakingergup. Large
numbers of French merchants and craft men floodeglaid to take
advantage of the commercial opportunities providedhe new regime.
The French nobles and aristocrats in England retiatheir links with
Normandy where their estates and investments wese.about 200
years after the Norman Conquest, French remainedlahguage of
communication among the upper and ruling classngl&nd. Initially
only those who spoke French were of the Norman efgsbut soon
through intermarriages and association with thenguiclass, many
English speaking people found it a social advantadearn French, and
before long the distinction between those that spelench and those
that spoke English was no more ethnic but socialb& more socially
recognised, one had to learn to speak French.dgBiéihsm flourished;
English people needing to cross some social hurdfes gain some
advantage from the aristocracy learned French. Spmer staff of
government who needed to improve their daily comigation contact
with the local communities however, learned EngliEhe language of
the masses remained English. It was the languatifeofferior class.

Some of the factors that favoured the continual afs€rench by the
English upper class were the close link betweenldfidgand Europe,
especially Normandy. From the time of the conquésg kings of
England were also dukes of Normandy. William hirhsghs more
attached to his dukedom and spent more of his iimé¢ormandy than
in England. The English nobility were also moreFoénch aristocracy.
Their business interests and possession were indignent especially
France and many of them spent most of their tireesthThey frequently
contracted marriage there also. You can see that Normans
maintained a strict French culture and civilizationEngland and this
raised the status of French above all other langgiag

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
1. Give at least three (3) reasons why the Freanguage became
the superior language during the early years of Noeman

occupation of England.
2. Explain the status of English in the Englandhas period.
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3.3 The Fusion of French and English

We have already noted that the French languageteekex lot of
influences on the English people’s life, sociallgplitically and

religiously. Most of the abbots (clergymen) and kswere Normans.
For example, the Archbishops of Canterbury and akYvere Normans
and spoke French. English kings were equally dukietNormandy.

William even considered Normandy more important tialeft it to his
eldest son while England was for his second sohEAdlish kings until

Edward IV (1461-1483) made it a tradition to mangnch wives. The
English nobility were equally French conscious, myiag French wives
and engaging in French wars and campaigns. Mastaty works in
England at that time were all written in the langeaand were
encouraged by members of the upper class.

However, English survived in some monasteries amoing church men,
the ability to speak English was fairly common. Antkrestingly, some
notable bishops of Norman descent spoke FrencHisBrand Latin.

So we can conclude that the ascendancy of Frer®mati eliminate
English completely. Both languages were used byughger class and
nobility. But French was the language of socialilization and

refinement. English held a subordinate position aediained the
language of the low class.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Summarize the roles of French and English durirgréign of William
the conqueror.

3.4 Re-Establishment of English

Changing social and political conditions in Eurcged England after
1200 gave rise to re-establishment of English lagguin the English
public service. As a result of these changes, Ehghecame more
widely used among the upper classes. The EnglidiNammans had so
lived together, doing things together and interyiag, that the two
nations became so mixed up that it became diffitultell who was
English or who was French. And by the end of thB déntury, it was
noticed that some children of the nobility spokegksth as their mother
tongue and were taught French at school. Frenctincd to be used in
government and in courts. Now what happened thsg¢dahe status of
English? From 1204 a different political and ecormoolimate emerged.
King John of England lost his control of Normandygcause of a
conflict he had with king Philip of France. Consenqtly the English
nobility lost their estates in France and enmitgvghbetween England
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and France. This led to about a hundred year waB87:1L453). The
popularity of French began to decline as the spirEnglish nationalism
grew. In 1362, English was used for the first tiatethe opening of
parliament. By about 1425, English became more laogn England
and was used in speaking and writing. Remembenthah Normandy
was lost, many English noblemen lost their estates were forced to
look up to England as their primary concern. Thedphd the English
language.

English survived more because the language infieéntury was well
established, unlike the Celtic and had a considerafitten literature
and strong tradition. Don’t forget that this wasatwthe Celtic language
did not have; that was why it could not survive tAaglo-Saxon
invasion about 500 years before. The good relatbrEnglish and
French lasted for about 150 years and during tl@sog, it was
speculated that the number of Normans in Englande vedout two
percent of the population. French was mainly theglege of
government, law, administration, literature and theirch. Latin was
also used in education, administration and worsBipthe 13' century
the position of English became clearer when it waglent that a
number of sermons, prayers, poems and songs wétenmn English
language. Finally in T2century, major achievements in Middle English
literature began to emerge, with the works of GegffChaucer.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Do you think that the loss of Normandy by Kirahd of England
helped the re-establishment of English in any way?
2. Identify some factors that aided the revivakaflish.

4.0 CONCLUSION

You can see that a number of factors gave riseoth the decline as
well as survival of English in the Tland 12" centuries. The most
important factor was the enthronement of Frencthadanguage of the
ruling and the upper class in England, when themdms invaded
England in 1066. Secondly French became the lamguwhghe high
class, of status and pride. In fact one of the Norrings said it was a
disgrace to be called an English man. Howeverhi 12" and 1%
centuries some socio-economic and political fackeiped the English
language again to rise.
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5.0 SUMMARY

The Norman conquest of 1066 under William the Cenquintroduced
French and the second official language of Engld&etause French
became the language of public administration, land &terature, its
status grew. It became the language of the nolaliy was associated
with status. A speaker of French belonged to tigh dlass while a
speaker of English belonged to the low class. HawneEnglish
remained the language of the masses and up to Iwd ©of the
population used English in speaking and writing.

During the 18 and 14 centuries economic and political situations
changed. English and France became enemies ancengaged in wars
for about a hundred years. At the end, the infleesicFrench declined
and English once more rose to prominence, owingenorits long
established literature, and oral tradition. Whenrendy lost to the
control of England, in 1204, the English nobilist their possessions
and estates in France and were forced to concerifnair interest in
England. This again gave room to popularize theliEimganguage.
Between the 18 and 14 centuries English had again revived as the
language of government, law, literature, commernaeraligion.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Describe the roles of the French language durirey Nlerman
Conquest of England.

2. Identify some factors that led to the revival ofghksh at this
time.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In this Unit we want to look more closely at thdéat®nship between
English and French in the thirteenth century aredftittors that led to
the decline of French. One of the most importaatdis is the rise of an
English middle class. You will be exposed to thasmns why English
was eventually adopted as the language of goverameheducation.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. explain the relationship between English and Freincthe 1%’
century

. identify factors that led to the decline of French

. discuss some factors that led to the general amopfi English.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 English and French in the 18 Century

In the 18" century French and English continued to functientlae
primary language of communication. The upper ctasstly continued
to speak French, but this time, it was no longeth@smother tongue
inherited from Norman ancestors but as a mattesamfial custom,
business and administrative convention. MeanwhilggliEh made
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steady progress. At a point it became quite cléat English was
becoming a favourite language. When the Englishlasolost their
interest in Normandy and France, as we saw indakeUnit, it was no
longer a surprise that English became a matteeonéal use among the
upper class. At this time also, there was wholeadlgption of French
words into English; the reason being that those gjnuke French now
tried to express themselves in English. Within thesiod also, literature
that was intended to entertain the nobility begarmé translated from
French to English. And just as we mentioned inlds chapter, there
were evidences that towards the end of tH& déhtury, children of the
upper class began to speak English as their médngue, which
implied that English was becoming a household lagguamong the
upper class. Significantly, English was used inig@aent, in the law
courts and in public communication. The spread §lish among the
upper class was making steady progress and theajexigtude began
to favour the use of English. The attitude then s the language for
proper English people to know and use was English.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Describe the position of English and Frencthi13' century.
2. Explain how French loan words found their watpiinglish at
this time.

3.2 The Decline of French

We must not lose sight of the fact that French hdgdose its status as
the official language of England in 1204 when Kidghn lost the

control of Normandy. This affected the fortunestlod English nobles
who lost their estates and began to lose their edions with the

continent. Consequently, they began to see theeseas English men
and began to identify with English cultures inchilianguage.

Another contributing factor that led to the declioke French was the
Hundred Year War (1337-1453). Edward Il claimed #rench throne
and invaded France. England was victorious at Cré&46) and
Poitiers (1346). Henry V also won a significanttery over France in
1415. This long time antagonism and hostility amadimg two nations
contributed to the weakening of the influence adrteh in England and
enhanced interest in learning and using the Engdisguage.

At the close of the 3century, it was clear that French was losing its

hold on England and the tendency to communicaté&nglish was
becoming increasingly stronger, even in the charah universities.
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Another factor that undermined the position of [Erenwas the
provincial character of French in England. Frenghs spoken in
provinces, and was patrticularly restricted to thieng and upper classes.
Norman French was a mixture of dialect, which bezafarther
corrupted by contact with English. What we may ¢lad Anglo-Saxon
French was non standard French. So, when the appiyrcame to drop
the language, it was quite easy to do.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Discuss the factors that gave rise to the declinférench in England in
the 13 century.

3.3 The Rise of the Middle Class

You have seen so far that the importance of a lagguies mainly on
the importance of those that use such a langudgs.ig a feature that
helped English to rise and de-emphasized the useeoich in England,
because as the living conditions and prestige ef dammon people
improved, it also improved the position of Englisinguage.

During the Middle English Period, there was thiagtice ofvilleinage
among the rural population. ¥illein was a poor farmer who got a little
piece of land in return for working on the landaofich landowner. In
1349 precisely, an epidemic broke out in the Sowéist of England,
which soon spread rapidly to other parts of thentyu

The diseases killed its victims within three dayfe spread of the
epidemic and the rapidity with which it killed pdepvere unbelievable.
Some studies said that 40% of the clergy died,appfoximately more
than 30% of the overall population was lost to ¢paemic. Because of
the high death rate of the plague, it was refeasdhe “The Black
Death”. Naturally, the mortality of the epidemi@asvmore among the
villeins, the poor and the low class. The resulsaaserious shortage of
labour. Many villeins (labourers) escaped Englandnd) the Plague.
For those that remained there was a rise in wagéshiat could not
solve the burden of their poor condition. A genegairit of discontent
soon arose, which led to the Peasants’ Revolt 81 18oupled with the
effect of the Black Death, the importance of theolaring class was
recognized. Remember that this increased the impocet of the
language of the emerging class, which is English.

At this time also, another important group arosee-craft men and the
merchant class. By 1250 England had grown to aB60ttowns with
increasing populations. Some places like London uwitk were
considerably large. These towns became free aridg®@etrning. The
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people were engaged in trade mostly. Some were anufacturing
crafts, with commercial groups and fraternitieséaure their positions.
In these environments, each town began to haveagstealthy class,
standing halfway between the rural low class (teasants) and the
aristocracy which was then hereditary.

With such changes, you can see that the sociakeodomic life of the
English speaking population was a great advantagbet final triumph
of the English language.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Do you agree that the rise of the Middle ClasEngland of the 13
century aided the growth of English? Give two (agsons for your
answer

3.4 General Adoption of English

From the beginning of the T4century upward, English began to gain
ascendancy in England. Popular literature of tkisgal was primarily in
English, which until a generation before had beeRrench. Though the
English was now understood by everyone, French roitl die out
completely. It was still used in the courts althleugnglish had largely
taken its place. Those who spoke French in th® ddntury were
bilingual, and some people in the upper class spittke French in the
parliament when necessary but generally used Bnglis 1362, the
Chancellor opened parliament for the first timetwatspeech in English.
In 1388 parliament required all gilds (professior@asociations) to
submit reports on their foundations, statuses, qugp etc. The
submissions were mostly in Latin, but about 4%hefn were in English,
out numbering those in French. Towards the latget pf the century,
much of the business of parliament was conductefiniglish When
Richard Il was deposed of, the article of accusatead to him was in
Latin and English. The order deposing him was absad to him in
English. Henry IV's speeches claiming and acceptimg throne was
delivered in English.

In the 14" century as you can see, English was again theentthgue
of English. To give English language its rightfuage in all England,
steps were taken to adopt it in the English legslesn. Hitherto, French
had been the language of legal proceedings. Bthdnl4" century it
became necessary to reverse the trend. In 1356/#yer of London
ordered that proceedings in the Sheriff's courts Liondon and
Middlesex be conducted in English. In 1362, “thetis@ of pleading” in
court was enacted, stating that all lawsuits dhaitonducted in English,
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and the reason for this was that French was mudmawn in the
country.

Shortly after the Norman Conquest, French repla€edlish as the
language of education. The use of French in Engldinols became
quite general. But again, in the™dentury English began to be used in
schools and by 1385 the practice had become genaral
overwhelming. By the 1% century, the French language became
increasingly unknown. Many nobles could no longesak French and
the ability to communicate in French was viewedasccomplishment.
The ability to write it was becoming less genemaloag the ruling and
upper classes.

The last significant progress which the English wasmake in its
growth to supremacy was its use in writing. Befdh® Norman
conquest, Latin was the recognized language ofatilee and written
communication, and before the"dentury French was adopted as the
first language of England and the primary langua@ewriting and
literature. In the 14 century English replaced both. After 1450 letters
were written in English as a general rule. Willsravalso written in
English. For example, the wills of Henry IV, Henvyand Henry VI
were all written in English. English was also a@apin writing records
of towns and gilds and in branches of the centoaeghment. At about
1430 many towns were translating their ordinancestheir customary
books in English. And English became general inrtlransactions.
After 1450s the English literature of the Middledlish period showed
that English had gained general adoption througkogtand.

Where French had enjoyed primacy as the languageeify and books
among the nobles, English now became the prefenmedium. It was

this general adoption of English by all classeshia latter part of the
14" century that triggered a new interest in literafurhich gave rise to
a high point of English literary achievements ie tiddle Ages. The
period between 1350 and 1400 had been called thedpef great

individual writers. This was the period that GeeffrChaucer, (13400-
1400) regarded as the greatest English poet b&baikespeare wrote,
authored a love story titledroilus and Criseydeas well as the
Canterbury TalesOther big names of English literature of thisiper

include William Langland, author d?iers Plowman(1362-1387); John
Wycliffe, the translator of the Bible and the unkmopoet who wrote

one of the finest of the Middle English Romanc#sdiSir Gawain and

the Green Knigfit Middle English no doubt, contributed immensety t
the fortunes of the English language.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Describe some of the first signs that showed Hraglish was
becoming a popular language in England in tHedehtury.
2. Identify some factors that were responsible fioe general

adoption of English in the Y4and 1%' centuries.
40 CONCLUSION

We can say in conclusion that social and economnditions favoured
the re-establishment of English as the first lagguaf England in the
14" century. With the growing interest in English amddeclining

fortune of French, one will expect that English ‘abpeak up quickly.

And this was exactly what happened. English meratmec proud of
themselves and their culture and took definite stép curtail the

influence of French and promote the learning aredaiEnglish. It was
no surprise that even in law and public adminigiratEnglish was
adopted as the language of official business. Sfaylish became the
popular language throughout England and used aslathguage of
parliament, law, education, religion and generahgwnication.

5.0 SUMMARY

English made a steady advancement in th® déhtury as the upper
classes no longer relied primarily on French fomomnication. The
nobility who lost most of their fortunes with thesk of Normandy,
looked up to England for hope, and began to apgiedtheir language.
Their children soon spoke English as their mothmrgtie. French
declined steadily in the f4century, due to a general renewed interest in
English and the Hundred Year War which resulted ifong time of
hostility between England and France. Some suaceessctories of
England over France; significant interest in Ernghs the church and
universities; and the provincial character of Ftreno England; all
weakened French influence in England. Just as tfaeters withessed
the decline of French, they advanced the stat&gfish.

A major factor in the general adoption of the Eslgllanguage is the
rise of the Middle class from the groups of tradesmand craft men,
engendered by the “Black Death” of 1349 and the o$ the living
standard of the working class; the growth of Erglgties and their
independent status to govern themselves. Otheorfaatere direct
legislation, replacing French with English in theuds and in
government, adoption of English in schools, andateeptance and use
of English in writing. Thus English was once agerestablished as the
general language of all England.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the factors that gave rise to the declihérench in

England in the 18 century.
2. Describe some of the first signs that showed thailiEh was
becoming a popular language in England in tHedehtury.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Before we go on to discuss changes in Middle Ehglsve you ever
wondered why changes occur in language at all? Whinglish, like
other languages in constant state of change? Vaeljuage operates as
a system i.e. a group of related parts that wogettoer as a whole. A
change in one part can cause a change in the d¢tberexample, the
Middle English ‘trone’ changed to ‘throne ‘in ModerEnglish and
‘tesis’ changed to ‘thesis’. So, the first soundsnlg pronounced as /t/
changed to &/. Thus a change in spelling led to a change in
pronunciation. You will know more about this in Mdd 2 Unit 3.

You will recall that during the Scandinavian ageerieh and English
were spoken side by side, thus these languages iwarese contact.
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You know that where two languages are spoken ionantunity, some

members of the community will speak more than eamgliage and may
frequently switch between languages. This will galg lead to mutual

influence of the languages. That is why we stilvdhanany French
words in English today

Another possible reason for changes in languagéas speakers are
likely to imitate languages they consider to bespgsous. This was
what happened when Latin and French were introduceBngland.

People learned and copied French for social reasgmsll now French

Is still considered as a language of prestige aptistication. And very
often, changes that affect our physical environmential status, social
attitudes and reflected in language, especiallyvotabulary and

meaning.

Let me remind you again that the boundaries thet @x the periods of
the history of English, i.e., Old English (AD 45@4dD); Middle English
(1100-1500), early Modern English (1500-1750) arade | Modern
English (1750) are conventional labels which areduas a matter of
convenience mainly to show the major linguistic s as well as
cultural, social and political changes that ocadirire the history of the
English language. And as we said, language is cordinual state of
change, and the history of English as we are tgadinn this study,
shows that change does not just happen suddentiisiftunit, we shall
be looking at how changes in Middle English arelectéd in the
grammar, vocabulary, spellings and speech sounds.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. identify changes that occurred in middle Englishangmar

. describe some characteristics of middle Englishalsatary

. distinguish between the spellings and speech sowfdsld
English and middle English

. explain why changes generally occur in Language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Some Characteristics of Middle English Grammar

One of the major features of the Middle Englishtiie decay of
inflections which was a feature of Latin in Old Hely. Inflections place
stresses on the first syllable of words and it bexancreasingly difficult
to hear them when pronounced. Unlike most Germémguages in
which stress within a word moved according to samles, the Old
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English stress pattern was fixed and this creatatit@y problems.
When speakers could no longer cope with this, yiseesn was gradually
dropped. The disappearance can be traced througieutMiddle

English period.

The most important grammatical development of ffesiod is that a
fixed pattern of word order between clause elemaras established.
The subject-verb-object (SVO) order that was phytiavident in Old

English was now consolidated. Where the Old Englsbuld say

‘robbed they’, Middle English would say “they rolule Today, we rely
much on word order to enable us work out grammiafiisection. In Old

English this was determined by inflections.

As a result of the decay of inflections nouns Itis¢ir numerous
inflectional endings or declensions. In early Maé&nglish, only two

methods of indicating plurals remained fairly disti - s, - es or — en,
(as in oxen). Adjectives also lost their inflecsorpartly because of
changes in sounds. What this means is that ratherhiave a word like
‘blinde’ in Old English as “blinda - blinde and bflan” indicating

singular and plural, it became simply ‘blinde’ ¢a) in Middle English.

So we can easily say “blind man” or “blind Men.” @ld English it

would be something like “blinde man” or “blindan nie

With the decay of inflections nouns and adjectiwese now simplified
and it became necessary to depend less on gemder,and number. To
make clear the relation of words in a sentence,dworder and
prepositions were now used. Demonstratives andoprms forms were
also reduced and simplified. For example, the variforms of §, o,
oeet (i.e. the) survived as “the” and “that” througliddle English till
today.

7w "

The demonstrative ‘§s” “peos” “pis” (i.e. this) was also reduced to
“this”. However, some personal pronouns in Old kstglvere retained
e.g. he (he) heo (shg hit (it). The same is true of some forms of
accusative (objective) and dative (indirect objedbjch were combined
e.g.him, her(t) hem h (t). This means that rather than have different
forms say “him” or “her” as direct object and inetit object. The
Middle English had the same form e.g. | gde the book (indirect
object). | lovehim (direct object). This survived till Modern English.
Remember, in Old English, “him” would have diffeteiorms using
inflections to show grammatical functions (i.e. italicate which is
direct or indirect object in this case).

Some nominative (subjective) plurals were alsoredee to all cases of

plural appearing in Modern English as “those” atlte$e”. The second
person pronouns in Middle English looked like this:
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Function Singular Plural
Subjective Thou Ye
(nominative)

Objective (accusative) Thee You
Possessive (genitive) Thy/thine Your/yours

Now let's see how verbs were affected by these gdmnAn important
point to note here is that like nouns, the gengrratess has been that of
simplification with the gradual decay of inflect&n

In Old English, verbs generally had two forms depeg on their

conjugations “strong verbs” and “weak verbs”. Sgorerbs are those
whose forms are changed in order to derive thest fense. Today, we
call them “irregular verbs” e.gvrite, wrote, written or sing, sang, sung

while weak verbs (regular verbs) are those that tedk -ed, or —en for
their past tense, e.gvalk, walked, walkedin Middle English, almost
one third of strong verbs in Old English died ddbre than a hundred
Old English strong verbs were lost at the beginnaigthe Middle

English while about thirty more became absolutdhécourse of Middle
English. Today, more than half have disappearetheSstrong verbs in
Old English became weak verbs in Middle English.

In Unit 4 of Module 1, we noted that English wasimhaspoken by the
lower class and largely removed from the influencegducation and
literature; naturally many speakers were alreadgngty applying the
pattern of weak verbs. For example, we hewme, came, comgtrong
verb) butdrive, drove, driven(notice ‘driver’) as a feature of a weak
verb. In the 1% century this trend became clear in written literat
Verbs like burn, brew, flow, help, mourn, step, weegre then
undergoing change and by the™dentury, these verbs showed weak
forms. During the Middle period however, strongnfisrcontinued to be
used while the weak forms continued to grow, ananamny cases the
inflections for weak verbs were established. Saoethgere variations.
People still had the past tense aich€ as “oké while “ached was
used by others. In some waystdp€ and “stepped, “clew and
“clawed were used side by side. However, strong verbissstrvived.
We must add here that in the Middle English, thveeee still inflections
for simple present tense in verbs. For example:

Person Modern English | Middle English
Singular Ist — | Thank Thanke

2"° — you Thank Thankest

39_ he/shefit|  Thanks Thanketh (-es)
Plural Ist —we Thank Thanke (n) (-es)

2"° — you Thank Thanke (n) (-es)

39— they Thank Thanken (n) (gs)
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Present Past tense
I Turn (e) Turned (e)
(thou Turnest Turnedest
(he/shelit) Turneth Turned (e)
(welyou/they) Turneth Turned (en)

The inflections in brackets show other forms, dejoem on the dialect.
There were about six (6) dialects of the Middle lising namely
Northern dialect, Southern dialect, West Midlandas& Midland,
Kentish and East Anglia. The examples above ardavii.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Explain why changes normally occur in languagé) particular
reference to English.

2. Describe some general features of Middle Engjrstmmar.

3. Distinguish between Old English forms of noumsl ghat of
Middle English.

3.2 Middle English Vocabulary

The most dominant influence on the Middle Englistcabulary is
French, though Latin also contributed a great dealas estimated that
about 10,000 French words came into English inl@fecentury. These
words were mainly from law, administration, medgirart, fashion,
science and learning. Over 20% were nouns. Some wenstructed
using French affixes likeon-, trans-, pre-, -ance, -tion, and -meND
doubt you are familiar with some of these words.n&sv words came
into English, there were cases where certain waele duplicated due
to similar already existing words in Anglo-Saxom. that case, one
either replaced the other or both remained witghslidifferences in
meaning. Some existed with different senses e.gsén@O.E) mansion
(F), hearty (O.E) cordial (F). In most cases thenEh word replaced the
Old English equivalent. Many OIld English words ést in this way.
As | said earlier, many French loan words weravdr&com the fields of
administration e.g.authority, empire, duke, crown, liberty, majesty,
palace, parliament, tax, treaty, royalan you think of other on@$rom
Law we have examples likadultery, accuse, arrest, assault, execute
attorney, evidence, crime, fine, fraud, indictmepitige, summons,
legacyetc. Religion -baptism, cathedral, chaplain, clergy, communion,
confess, immorality, convert, prayer, salvation,viear, sermon,
temptation, theology, virtuetc. From Military we haveambush, army,
besiege, captain, lieutenant, battle, navy, peaetreat, sergeant,
soldier, spy.etc. From Food and Drinkappetite, beef, biscuit, cream,
dinner, feast, fruit, fry, herb, lemon, orange,tplagpork,etc.
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Can you think of words in the fields of fashionisige, and the arts,
science and learning and home? Write at leastli@nviords from each
of these areas.

Some general nouns suchadion, affection, adventure, age, country,
courtesy, labour, marriage, noise, number, oceagmnion, sign, sound,
reason, rage, rivergtc are French words, while some adjectives and
verbs are also of French origin. Examples aetive, amorous, calm,
certain, natural, nice, original, perfect, poor, qmous, real, honest,
scarce, advise, arrange, close, cry, delay, propegfer, receive,
remember, refuse, save, travel, wait deceste,

During the 14 and 1%' centuries several thousands of Latin words,
were introduced into English most of which cametigh French. Most
of these words were technical terms belonging tigio&, medicine,
law, and literature. So you see that Middle Engligbcabulary
comprises words largely borrowed from French andtinLa
simultaneously. This has resulted in what we haaday in modern
English where some set of items all expressingstmae idea but with
slight difference in meaning and style are beingdus For example,
rise/mount/ascendre possible synonyms.

Other sources of new words in Middle English inelude Scandinavian
words. There were also a few evidences of loan svérdm Dutch,

Russian, and Arabic resulting from commercial aratiime contacts.
The effects of this borrowing on the English lexiomere that in early
Middle English over 90% of words were of native Esig but by the

end of Middle English this has fallen to about 75%.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Give at least 15 English words that are of Hneoragin.

2. Write 10, words that were borrowed from Latin.

3. Mention some professional areas from which Hrdoan words
were derived.

3.3 Middle English Spellings

Let's begin this section by trying to identify soroé the factors that
influenced English spelling. First was the sociad éinguistic impact of
the French invasion; secondly, the continued poadssound change
that began in the Anglo-Saxon times and thirdlye ttonsiderable
growth and movement in population during the medaligyeriod. All

these were responsible for the marked differendevden the spelling
irregularity that were evident earlier in the deprhent of English and
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the more stable system of spelling which beganpjear in the 1%
century, especially in the works of William Caxton.

In Middle English, there was no standard conventarspelling, which
led to some variations. A writer's spelling refledt the dialect he
happened to speak, thus, a number of spelling fevers introduced by
Middle English writers. Norman scribes in particudopted spelling
conventions of the French language. Let’s look fawaof them:

shreplacedscin words like OEscip (ship)

gu replaceccw in words like OEcwen(queen)
ghreplacedh in words like OFiht (right)
chreplacect in words like OEcin (chin)

wh replacedchw in words like OEhwaet (what)
c replaced s in words OIE (ice)

oureplaced u in words like O&und(wound)

These changes helped some to solve problems assbeigth having
two different sounds for one phoneme. For exantpke first sounds of
‘c’ in Old English ‘cin’ (chin) and cyning (king) &re not the same, with
the adoption of ‘ch’, it became easy to differeigiaetween ‘chin’ and
cyning (i.e. king). Also the adoption of ‘ou’ hepbao indicate a long
vowel without having to use doubleas was the case in Old English.
Sometimes, the scribes wrote ‘o’ for ‘U’ e.g. Io(@E luve) to bring
spelling closer to pronunciation, thus making éaskr this way.

The advent of printing with William Caxton in 14%#as a significant
step towards the standardization of spelling, whgobvided a national
standard for written English. It was an importaattbr that suggested
the beginning of Modern English. (We shall see nairéhis in Module
2 Unit 2).

Printing made it possible to promote a standardpelling with a vast
amount of reading materials. This does not meamn dfathe early
printers agreed on what the standard should be ese wonsistently
applying it. After all, Caxton chose a particulaaldct which was not
general to the early printers. In some respectpthgers added some
strangeness to spelling. Many of the printers wéetch, and
sometimes, Dutch spelling influenced English wor@st instance the
‘h’ in the word ‘ghost’ was not originally there i@®ld English. The
word was spelt “gast”. Printers also added ‘e’ oras like “olde” (old),
or doubled up consonants like “shoppe” (shop) eduty” instead of ‘i’
for economy of space. All these resulted in the egain spelling
differences in the English Language.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Now look at this text, which is a part of CaxtorPsologue to the
Eneydos- a story about some merchants who tried to aslefgs in
Kent.

TEXT 2

And certaynly our langage now vsed varyeth feroenfthat. whiche was
vsed and spoken whan | was borne/ for we englyssh® ben borne
vnder the domynacyon of the mone. which is newslfastte/ be euer
wauerynge wexynge one season/ and waneth and dgstineanother
season/ and that comyn englysshe that is spokemenshyre varyeth
from a nother...”

Study the spelling in this text:

0] What inconsistencies in the spelling can you find?

(i)  Can you explain why these occur?

(i)  Letters g and i; u and v are said to be interchallge How true
is this in the above text?

3.4 Middle English Speech Sounds

As new spelling formats were emerging, a new sysiépronunciation
was equally emerging. The result is that there wasger a regular
correspondence between phonemes or speech souhdbavietters that
represent them. But this is not totally true of @lel English period. A
word like ‘twa’ (two) was pronounced with the “wbsgnding, unlike in
Modern English. Look at the following words in MadeEnglish and try
to pronounce themsword, answer, walk, half, wreck, write, gnarl,
gnaw, know, knight.

English adopted the Roman alphabet, i.e. Latin.aydéinglish has over
40 phonemes, but only 26 letters represent thosegrhes. In particular
there are 24 vowels sounds in English, but onlg fieswels letters. Even
in Old English letters were represented by pairslaifers called
“diagraphs” (today we call them diphthongs) for rexde, sc was used
to representd as inscep(sheep)cg represent the phonemes//das in
ecg (edge). The diagrapba andeo were used as in Old Englistare
(ear) andbeor (beer).

In the Middle English period several sounds alter®dme took on
different value, while some disappeared completélye Old English
vowel system was reconstructed. Original diphthohgeame pure
vowels and new diphthongs emerged. Some diphthengerged and
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certain consonants at the end of a syllable canieetpronounced like
vowel as in /wei/ (way) from Old Englisheg. French loan words also
introduced new diphthongs likei/ /ui/ which can be linked to the
modern %i/ in boy, or joy.

Several pure vowels also changed their values EQglish /a:/ as ifan
was now pronounced dmn (bone), andswa becamesa. Interestingly
the /h/ sound, which occurred at the beginning ehynOld English
words like hring (ring), hnecca (neck), was completely lost in the
Middle English period. It was restored later in mamords during
Modern English period through influence of spelling

The /vl sound became important due to its useeméhr loan words, and
began to distinguish between /v/ and /f/ sounds & andfilm. French
influence also brought the contrast between /s//ahds in ‘zeal’ and
‘seal’. Theng sound #/ distinguished meanings in words likeng and
thin. In Old English, this sound has always been foldvioy a /g/ e.g.
cyning (king), which was realized as /kygi. The /g/ however
disappeared at the end of the Old English periaditg only f/ as the
only distinguishing unit.

It is not always easy to give a general descrippbrMiddle English
pronunciation because of the variation that exigt th different dialects
and the spellings that represent particular sounds.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Do you think spelling had some influence on Medd&nglish
pronunciations?
2. Describe some features of Middle English spesecimds.

4.0 CONCLUSION

We have examined some general characteristics afdIsli English
grammar, vocabulary, spellings and speech sounus$.yAu can see that
changes had been gradual, and whether it was sqmdtical or
economic, each had its effects on language. Sontleest effects were
certainly beneficial in a way to the overall deyetent of the English
language. The English grammar became more struttspellings more
stabilized, and vocabulary more enhanced.

5.0 SUMMARY
A major grammatical feature of the Middle Englishithe disappearance

of the inflectional system. English nouns, verby] adjectives became
more simplified. And where necessary, some germetal of inflection
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was applied for some classes of words. A fixedgpatbf grammatical
structure was also established at this time. Midgeiglish vocabulary
was enriched by French and Latin loan words pddrbuwords related
to administration, law, art, medicine, science dedrning. English
spelling became more stabilized during Middle Estyliperiod
especially with the introduction of printing. Prowiation also
underwent definite changes which led to Modern Bhgl
pronunciations.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Describe some characteristics of Middle Englishn@raar.

2. In what definite ways did French influence Middlendlish
vocabulary?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Baugh A.C, Cable .T. (2001A History of the English Languag®" ed.
London: Routledge

Crystal, D. (2002)The Cambridge Encyclopedia of English Language,
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

It is natural that a language often has regiomaleties or dialects. It is
even possible to have entirely different languaigedifferent parts or
regions of a country. Nigeria is an example. Thé&edences that may
occur between different dialects of the same lagguaay be a matter
of pronunciation, or few variations in vocabulahy.Module 2 Unit 1,
we did mention that Middle English had about s&leltts. Four of them
were the principal ones namely Northern, East Mid/awWest Midland
and Southern. The Southern dialect for exampleneete to Worcester,
Hereford and the district south of the Thames, ttogre with
Gloucestershire. The peculiarities of these dialectst partly on
pronunciation, vocabulary and partly on inflection&/hat became
known as the Standard English or London dialeatgembination of the
features of these local dialects as we shall se@srunit.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. describe the characteristics of the London dialect
. explain the causes that contributed to the risgaridard English.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Rise of Standard English

The variety that is now called Standard English €aut of the local
dialects of the Middle English, towards the endtef 14" century and

won general acceptance in the course of the fifteeantury. The part
of England that contributed most to the developnanthis standard

41



ENG211 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

was the East Midland district. The East Midland listgdialect was the
dialect of the London metropolis. Several factoomtabuted to this
development: firstly, as a Midland dialect of Esyli it occupied a
middle position between the extreme North and Sduthas said to be
less conservative (i.e. has more tendency to adhange) than the
Southern dialect and less “radical” than the Notthits sounds and
inflections it represented a kind of compromiseargly some of the
communication bridge which the dialect providedwssn the North
and South, a 1% century translator Trevisa in his translation of
Higden'’s Polychronicorfc.1387) wrote:

TEXT 3

for men of pe est wibP men of be west, as it weeivhe same partie of
heuene acordeb more in sownynge of speech pan friea worP wib

men of the soub; Pberfore it is Pat mercii, Pat beaen of myddel
Engelond as it were partners of be endes, vnderdsto better Pe side
languages, Norberne and souberme, Pau Norberne smdberne

vnderstondeb eiber abdiBaugh & Cable 2001:192)

Note: “p" :th’ “V": u’ “u" :V’ “y": i; “ne":n.

Secondly the East Midland district was the largest most populous of
the major areas. Places like Lincolnshire, Norfikl Suffolk within the
district were significant prosperous agriculturateas. Also the
prominence of Middlesex, Oxford and Norfolk in thelitical affairs of
England throughout the Middle English period galve East Midland
district the importance that could have enhanceahftuence.

Thirdly, it was possible that the presence of theversities of Oxford
and Cambridge could have had some influences amdatdization
process. Cambridge in particular could have exestade influence in
support of the East Midland dialect. In thé"leentury the monasteries
no more played important roles in disseminatingrnmfation, while the
two universities development into prominent intefileal centres.

Fourthly a regional standardized literary languagelved in the latter
part of the 1% century, which tended towards the Central Midland
districts, especially = Northamptonshire, Huntingdores and
Bedfordshire. This was evident in the large numdfemanuscripts by
Wycliff a notable Christian writer, including sermg prayers, poems
and different versions of th@/ycliffe Bible Though this variety was
spread widely, increasing its status as standardould not compete
favourably with the large volume of written matésifrom the capital
London.
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Fifthly, the development of printing gave rise teetemergence of a
Southern literary standard. This resulted in theeap of a single norm
over most of the country, so much that during t88 dentury it was no
longer easy to identify through some linguistic tieas a particular
dialect in which a literary work was written.

The last but the most influential factor was thesegence of London as
the political and commercial capital of the countBarticularly the
administrative offices of the London Chancery (podil administrative
office) were important and Chancery scribes adop#edstandard
practice. These practices interacted with thosel use other London
copy writers and spelling gradually became stadaljzaffecting other
kinds of materials including literary texts. As tBeat of the judicial
system, the centre of social and intellectual &y of England,
London population grew rapidly with people who lgbtito it the traits
of their local speeches to mingle with the Londamglish. The result
was a kind of give and take, beginning as a Sonthed ended up as
Midland dialect. And by the 15century East Midland dialect had
developed a fairly uniform dialect and the languagfe London
conformed to it in all its important aspects.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. What is the meaning dialect?
2. Discuss at least four (4) factors that gave tasdevelopment of
Standard English.

3.2 The Spread of the London Dialect

Towards the close of the 1&entury, the London Standard had been
accepted in writing in most parts of England. Exdapsome Northern
texts, it was almost impossible to know preciselpaaticular region
from which a particular work was written. Howevesariations still
existed in spoken dialects.

In talking about the spread, one must admit that ititroduction of

printing in 1476 as we have mentioned earlier, f@ad immense
contribution. London had been the English centrdo@bk publishing

and Caxton, the English printer used the Londofedian his numerous
works. Most translations and that of those after bave currency to the
London English which showed that it had been adbptethe standard.
In the 18" century the use of London dialect had become demaf

precept and practice. The author ‘Gthe Arte of English Poesie”
(attributed to George Puttenham) even advisediaggmoets to use “the
usual speech of the court, and that of London hadshires lying about
London within 1x. myles, and not much abov&hough complete
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uniformity was never achieved, it was certain ttte foundation of
what we have today as Standard English was laithbyend of 1%
century.

| am sure you have been asking in your mind, wlesdthe London
English look like? | am going to reproduce here aat pf Caxton’s
preface to his translation of Virgil'eneidwhich he translated from
French and published in 1490. This translation d@se in the London
dialect.

TEXT 4

After dyverse werkes made, translated, and achjewead/ng noo werke
in hande, I, sittyng in my studye where as layeyndiverse paunflettis
and bookys, happened that to my hande came algtk in frenshe,
whiche late was translated oute or latyn by somélencclerke of

fraunce, which book is named Eneydos... And whad bBldaysed me in
this sayed boke, | delybered and concluded to laémst into englysshe,
and toke a penne & ynke, and wrote a leef or twewhgche | oversawe
again to corecte it. And whan | sawe the fayr &astige termes therein
| doubted that it sholde not please some gentyiwignhe late blamed
me, saying that in my translacycons | had overausitermes whiche
coulde not be understande of comyn peple, andatésire to use olde
and homely termes in my translacycon@Baugh & Cable, 2001: 195).

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. What factors aided the spread of the Londoredial

2. Look at the text above again. Can you identdyns spelling
differences from what we have in Modern Englishz Ahnere
some spelling inconsistencies?

3. Compare this text with text 3, above. Are themng differences in
grammar and spelling?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Standard English emerged as the London Englishchwprovided a

middle line among the dialects of Middle Engliskpecially North and
South. The importance of London in the™&entury as the capital of
England aided the spread of the dialect. Althougtioumity was not

instantly achieved, it was the beginning of an pte@ standard that
gave rise to Modern English.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Between the end of the ®4century and the beginning of the™5
century, the London English which was more of thestEMidland
dialect became a standard, for the whole of Englaspecially in
writing and in literary works. Factors that gaveerto this development
and also for its spread were that the Midland diaté English provided
a compromise between the North and South, botloumds and in its
internal linguistic features. The Midland distriehich London was part
was the largest and most populous of England’'s meajeas. London
became the capital of England, and as the mostriamopolitical and
commercial centre, a written standard of commurdoatvas readily,
accepted. Administrative offices and the Chancédfiges also became
important in terms of writing standards. The depetent of printing in
1476 by Caxton resulted in the spread of a simptenrover most of the
country and the London English, which was the nobecame more
stable. The existence of the Universities of Oxfandl Cambridge also
contributed a great deal. Conformity to the staddasas however
gradual, while varieties still existed in the spokkalects.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the factors that led to the emergence efStandard
English in the 1% century.

2. Study TEXT 4 and describe the characteristics of the London
English.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Baugh A.C, Cable .T. (2001A History of the English Languag®" ed.
London: Routledge

Crystal, D. (2002)The Cambridge Encyclopedia of English Language,
2" ed. Cambridge: CUP.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

We have seen that it is not possible to study tistoty of the
development of a language without reference to sparécular social
events that have had significant effects on thguage. Cast your mind
back on the effects of the Anglo-Saxon conquestNbrman Conquest,
the Black Death and the rise of the Middle Classoglish language.
You can see the close relationship that exists éetvsocio-political and
economic situations and language development. Ttheysof the
Modern period of English (i.e. from Chaucer to Sahidohnson roughly
1400 -1800) will be incomplete without referencdlte time referred to
asearly modern periodswhich some scholars have conveniently put at
the beginning of 1500 to around 1750. Some platedrier at 1400 -
1450, immediately after Chaucer. Those who put rduad 1500
consider the effects of printing revolution, bue tboming of printing
which many consider as the key factor of the mogemod, began in
1476, when William Caxton set up a printing pressWaestminster.
There is no consensus about when the early modemndpactually
started. The period, i.e. 1500 -1650 was also @¢dle period of the
Renaissancdn this Unit we shall look at the characteristidshe early
modern period. Because of the importance of theeldpwment of
printing, we shall discuss it in detail in this Wni
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2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

(i) describe some general characteristics of early mddeglish period

(ii) identify the features of the early English gramrauad vocabulary

(iiexplain the contribution of printing technolpdo the development of
the English language.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Some Characteristics of Early Modern Periods
(1500-1750)

Printing technology which was developed in Germanythe 1%
century had a significant impact on the vernac(dative) languages of
Europe. In England, it had so far reaching effaat in about a century
later, manuscript books (hand written) were conghetreplaced by
printed ones. Printing made such a rapid progtessiiefore the end of
1500, printed books in Europe reached about 35,080ugh majority
of these were in Latin, the effects of printing modern languages like
English was no doubt overwhelming. By 1640 over0Q0, titles
appeared in English, ranging from pamphlets toddexts. Books were
no longer an exclusive luxury of the upper clasgrgone had access to
it now because it was possible to reproduce a Hralisopies or more of
one book exactly like the other. Thus, a poweréuté was in place for
promoting a standard and a uniform language. Aralsid provided a
means of spreading the language throughout thes lamdere the
language was understood.

Another important factor for the growth of Englishihich was also a
feature of the early modern period, was the rapmivgh of popular
education. Literacy became widespread. In therlgiet of the Middle
Ages, a good number of the people of the middlssctaould read and
write and this helped in the rapid spread of stessland uniformity in
language use. In the later and 18 centuries, education became
much more accessible, with increase in the numbavailable schools
and colleges. In Shakespeare’s London for exanipleas estimated
that more than a third or even a half of the papaacould read and
write. Journalism developed, featuring men, likenieh Defoe, and it
was also the period of the rise of the novel. Whils kind of progress in
education, the printing press was able to exertrdargettable influence
on language as well as learning. Not just in thdyemodern period
alone, it is noticeable that the influence of conueetransportation and
rapid means of communication has had a great impatinguage. We
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shall look closely at this as we examine the grosftknglish as a world
language in Module 4 Unit 3.

As the modern period began to witness increasethntdaogical

developments, which enhanced easy travel, commiiongaand social
contacts, people and places which had been isothtedg the earlier
times were now brought together. This again enldhitloe development
of language.

Another important factor was social consciousn&€lgs means people’s
general tendency to identify with certain social emonomic groups.
Under modern democracies, a man can easily risehigher economic
or social class and would likely make some effaxis adopt the
standards of grammar and pronunciation of the geophis new class.
He becomes careful of his speech, manners, tastes ganeral
comportment. Most importantly as it applies to @sehis that social
consciousness creates language awareness. Thesowak conscious
someone is, the more careful he is in his langu@ges. has helped the
English language to sustain a uniform standard.

What are the effects of all these social charaatiesi to the English
language of the early modern period? We shall labthem under the
next sub-headings.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Describe the general characteristics of theyeaddern period.
2. How did those characteristics affect Englishglaage grammar
and vocabulary?

3.2 The Renaissance Period

Two forces to be identified here are (1) a radicaite to produce a
change in the vocabulary of English, and (2) a eorative force which
aimed at preserving the existing status of the iBhggrammar. The
printing press, new reading habits and the spréadeas, which came
with growth in communication all promoted the exiem of
vocabulary, while these same factors together goitial consciousness
as we described above, worked actively towardsniiantenance of
standards especially in grammar and usage. Whilecatiwn for
example showed some influence in promoting gramrspelling and
pronunciation, people were still unconsciously madsiting some
features of less Standard English through the ngadif books,
newspapers or magazines. In modern times, you dustover that
changes in grammar are less compared to changescabulary. This
was not the case during the earlier English peridtdshat time, changes
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in grammar were extensive. Remember that it wasgmguhe Middle
English period that the structure of English, wheegb follows the
subject, was stabilized.

In the middle Ages, the condition under which Eslglivas developing
was peculiar to England, especially with the Norn@onquest which
relegated the English language to the low clasendfr became the
language of the refined noble class. But by theseclof the Middle

English period, the language having gone througfomtaansforming

experiences, needed to establish itself in modenest like other

European languages, and be recognized in the fiedds Latin had for
centuries dominated. That was why it was neces$laay English

establish a more uniform orthography and enrichvdasabulary. We
shall examine these in details in Unit 4 of thisduie.

However, we can say that the general interest én Ehglish of the
Renaissance focused on vocabulary. And let me ekmou that the
period from the time of Caxton (1476) until arout®60 was called the
Renaissance a time of great change in Europe.

During the 18 century, following the development of printing teavas
a flood of new publications in English as a residlltenewed interest in
classical languages and literature and in the rgpaWwing fields of
science, medicine and the arts. As new conceptd)nigues and
inventions were being experienced in Europe, wandthe languages
were either insufficient or not available at allexxpress these new ideas,
so writers began to borrow new terms. Most of tleeds that came into
English at this time were taken from Latin, Fren€reek, Italian,
Spanish and Portuguese. And as the period of wadd- exploration
came underway, words from over 50 other languagesuding
indigenous languages of North America, Africa ansiaAcame into
English. We shall discuss in detail the vocabulguestion and the
inkhorn controversy in the next Unibkhorn termsare foreign words in
English.

SELF ASSESMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Can you identify a major influence on the Resaice English?

2. What necessitated the wide spread borrowingodign words
into English language during the Renaissance period

3.3 Changes in Grammar and Pronunciation

By the time of the Renaissance, major shifts inliEhggrammatical

structure had already taken place. Words had ajrked most of their
inflections. Few changes in English syntax could be noticed. For
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example several features of the verb use show &euadifference
today.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)
v)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)
(ix)

(x)
(xi)
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my life is run his compaggulius Caesar) where today we should
saymy life has run its compass.

verbs developed wider use of auxiliaries espeak he the
truth?(does hespeak the truth? Is he speaking the tAjhat
makes yoR (What are you makirg) It judgesme (I judge...) It

benefits me not (It does not benefie) etc.Me thinks he did
(I think he did).

Sentences tend to be too long, loose andalinavith repeated
‘and’ and ‘then’ coordination, mostly introduced hwyhich’ or

‘that’. Here is an example from Caxton’s prologuweGolden

Legend:

And | shal praye for them vnto Almightly God that of his
benygne grace rewarde them etc. and that it proaftp alle
them that shal rede or here it redde, and may easgan them
virtue and expelle uyce and synne that by the enpbnof the
holy sayntes amend theyr lyuyng here in thys sHgftéhat by
their merytes they and | may come to everllastymg lalysse in
heuen.

There were constructions involving a doublegative e.g. |
cannot do no wrong

A number of verbs inflectionsgeaketh, pleaseth, know’st, spake
etc) fell out of standard use

Adjectives lost their inflections, though notompletely.
Expressions likenost unkindest or more longevere no more in
use

Pronouns like ‘thou’ ‘thee’ ‘thine’ ‘thy’ ‘tlyself’ ‘ye’ fell into
disuse except in poetry; ‘you’ was substituted‘yef’ normative;
‘its’ came into use as the possessive of it.

The pronoun ‘who’ as a relative pronoun dped in the 16
century.

The ‘s’ plural became general

Some unchanged plural remained e.g. Sheep,eSwin

New conjunctions emerged: ‘because’ foample first appeared
in Chaucer, but ‘for’ and ‘that’ remained the nofmeay of
expressing cause until the early ™7century. Participal
constructions (use of verbs ending witgd—en or -ing) became
mostly common. This added to the length of sent®ndde
search for stability in the language continued lutlie 18"
century.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

Identify at least 5 features of the Early Moderrgksih grammar.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Renaissance, being a period of great socialeandomic change
also brought with it some inevitable changes in Emglish language.
Changes in grammar were slight while changes imbolary were more
dynamic because of the new waves of scientific agpions and
increase in knowledge. And we can therefore comcltltht social
changes have great influence on language, becangedge functions
as a means of express meaning within specific soordexts.

5.0 SUMMARY
The early Modern Period was characterized by:

0] a rapid growth of printing technology whichstdted in a very
high volume of printed materials in England; thisoypded a
means of promoting standard in language use.

(i)  Growth of popular education and high degrdditeracy placed
more demands on printed information and literatuagain
increasing the power of the printing press to iaflce language
and learning.

(i)  Modern developments in commerce, medicingnsportation,
communication increased the quest for new wordsxpress new
concepts and ideas.

(iv)  Social consciousness also enabled people teenabong social
classes, giving them the opportunity to adjustighér standards
of language use.

These factors had radical effect on the vocabubdriznglish because
new terms emerged and borrowing became necessaypt@ss new
knowledge. A conservative force also emerged whalght to preserve
the existing structure of grammar. These were th# marks of

Renaissance English.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

(iv) 1. Discuss the general characteristics of the early
Modern period and explain their effects on the Ehglanguage.

(v) 2. Compare and contrast the Middle English gramarat
the early Modern English grammar.

(Vi)

(vii)
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The revolution in printing as we have seen in thevipus Unit did not
produce a standard in English spelling. During Nhiddle Age, writers
simply pulled spelling along Latin and French cami@ns and the result
was that there were a lot of differences. The mnobtontinued in the
modern period. And you may have observed thatlufpdiay spelling in
English is still quite problematic. There is usyalb explanation fur the
‘W in a word like ‘row’, when a word like ‘go’ (whout a ‘w’) is
pronounced the same way. Why the verb ‘read’ (preganse) is spelt
the same way as ‘read’ (past tense) but pronouddéetently. Some
scholars have argued that while Caxton’s printiegofution helped in
standardizing writing in English, it indeed contried to the problem of
spelling. This is because orthography did not grawngside
pronunciation. While the latter has changed sinaet@’s time, writing
and printing has been very slow in reflecting thargges. Some people
have even argued that it is impossible to achiengsistency between
spelling and speech sounds. So we cannot talk @&ldement in
spelling, the same way we talk about it in vocabula pronunciation.
In fact the problem of spelling has been the mimgjering problem of
the English language. In this Unit we shall be lagkclosely at
scholarly efforts that were made in the early modegriod to achieve
stability in spelling. We shall also examine thatet of English
vocabulary and the controversies that characternigzeddandardization.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. identify major contributions towards standardizifgnglish
spelling

. explain what is meant by ‘inkhorn terms’ and whyyhwere
rejected as part of English lexicon

. describe sources of new words in English during pleriod.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT
3.1  The Problem of Spelling

In the Early Modern Period of English, there wasgeaerally accepted
system of spelling and it was neither fixed normdtec. And as we said
earlier, it was not possible to match spelling veifeech, though old and
Middle English tried it with fair success. Even rthBlorman scribes
created some confusion in spelling by writing Eslglwords the French
way. This created more problems when certain spmli became
conventional and pronunciation gradually changedsci2pancies
between sound and symbol increased when certairbdgmwhich
represented actual sounds in Latin were insertetianEnglish words.
An example isb’ in debt or doubt from Latin debitum and dubiain
English the ‘b’ is silent. The ‘gh’ in English wadike night, delight,
light, tight, fight, knightetc. represents actual sounds in Latin words.

The 18 century spelling was so unstable that it becantedarom
writer to writer, depending on education, tempenainad purpose. An
individual could adopt his own spelling and be astemt with it. An
example is Sir John Cheke for example doubled lawels, e.gmaad,
staar, haatetc.; he discarded final —e, giv; belev, rece\etc.; he used
‘" instead of 'y’ e.g. mighti, beuti, daietc. Richard Stanyhurst adopted
his spelling to soothe his translation of Latin fppee.g.woorde, yeet,
mee thee (the), too (to) etc. There was then a veegigneed to device a
means of achieving some kind of agreement. Schokgan to attempt
to draw up some rules and to devise new systemsmabl Smith for
instance published ®ialogue Concerning the Correct and Emended
Writing of the English Language 1568. He increased the English
alphabet to 34 letters and marked the long vowtils.reform however
did not receive significant acceptance, as it waseaver written in
Latin. John Hart in 1570 publishé&dMethod or Comfortable Beginning
for All Unlearned, whereby they May Bee Taught ®adR English.
Again this work did not win any favour despite sospecial characters
(or phonemes) he used foh, sh, th, ekAnother attempt at phonetic
reform was made in 1580 by William Bullokar in lB®oke at Large,
for the Amendment of Orthography for English Speecfihis work
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applied much of vowels and consonants sounds basexd letters of
English. The author also introduced new charactexgsents and
apostrophes which almost bought English spellingl @tcents to
resemble that of French.

The most important of these reform efforts vidementaire(1582) by
Richard Mulcaster. Mulcaster viewed spellingraght wrting and felt
that spelling problem could not be solved by a galdibending of
spelling to fit sounds of words. He believed the same letter can be
used to represent different sounds just as we nsenord in different
senses. Thus he refused to adopt any form of picomdébrm, and opted
for custom and usage. This means that he consideaaptability, ease
and convenience in writing as the most importanhgh Popular
approval must be the final authority. He belieViealt ino set of rules can
solve the spelling problem, but some things muslelteto observation
and daily practice. While he did not totally distaounds, he insisted
that it needed not receive undue attention. These Ws contributions:

0] He got rid of extra letters in words emutt, grubb, leddbecame
put, grub, ledgtc.

(i)  He retained't’ as necessary letters in words l&&h, scratch,
hatchetc.

(i)  He allows double consonants when they belong fmars¢e
syllables e.gwit-ting sit-ting etc.

(iv) Words ending in — ss; he wrote-sse egiasse, confesse,
proffesse, impressed,

(v) Final — e used to indicate long vowel, making afedénce
betweemmadeandmad, stripeandstrip, biteandbit

(vi) 'y used to represent ‘loud’” and ‘sharp’ sound ‘Dfe.g. cry,
deny, fry, try

(vii) If we spell *hear’ we should also spédar, tear, deaetc.

At the end of his book, Mulcaster gave a ‘Generabl&’ giving the

recommended spelling for some 7,000 common Englstds. Though

Mulcaster's spelling could not be said to be thedetothat was
eventually adopted, it is clear that English spglldeveloped along his
recommendations. During the first half of the™1@entury, spelling
tended towards uniformity and this tendency incedaswith Dr

Johnson’s dictionary. We shall examine this in 2n@f Module 3.

SELF-ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Explain the reason for lack of uniformity in tlepelling of
English words of the Early Modern Period.
2. Discuss the contributions of Richard Mulcasté&lementarieto

the development of English spelling.
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3.2 The Inkhorn Controversy

Inkhorn termswere used by critics of foreign terms mainly frénench
and Latin to describe words indiscriminately inmodd into English.
Such critics - one of them Thomas Wilson calletiitlandish English”
which were merely “counterfeiting Kings English.bi@e of the critics
considered the use of these words as too pedaduokish) and strange.
The strongest objection which Wilson representddebwed that words
such asaffability, ingenious, mundaine, celebrate, extolagnificent,
dexterity, scholastic; relinquish, intelligence, ngpendious were
essentially obscure, and therefore should be throwmn Sir Thomas
Chalouer (1549) said they were “disused words tifjaitee” borrowed
from “strange languagés out of “wrotten pamphlets. These
oppositions were at their heights during the midsfiehe 18' century.
By this time borrowing had become excessive andpitoeedure for
borrowing was simply being abused. Those who defénoborrowing
argued that it was simply a means of enrichingghglish language just
as Latin and French had enriched themselves. Itanagans of getting
acquainted with new things, which as great noweltuld be quite
entertaining when they have been fully integratethe new language.
So borrowing actually gave credit to the Englishglaage and new
words were linguistic legacies for posterity.

Some scholars however, thought that compromise ldhoal reached.
Writers should beware of indiscriminate borrowirafsinkhorn terms,
but must also give room to borrowing when such bexanevitable.
One of the scholars, by name Puttenham who haeearbved against
inkhorn terms defended such words asientific,  significative,
methodical, placation, function, audacious, comgpati subtiling,
refining, compendius, proflixe, figurate, inveiglgenetrate, indignite
etc. Note that these words were inkhorn ternome of the words
Puttenham justified did not survive the test ofditmut some of them
like methodical, function, audacious, compatilele have become part
of English lexicon today.

In fact one interesting thing you will notice isathmost of the ‘inkhorn
terms’ that were vehemently opposed during th8 &éntury are of
common use today. Nouns such akirement, allusion, atmosphere,
autograph, capsule, denunciation, dexterity, dibghi disrespect,
excursion, expectation, and jurisdictiovere as difficult and strange as
to become subject of controversy. Others were &dgsc like agile,
appropriate, conspicuous, dexterous, expensiveermait habitual,
hereditary, impersonal, insane, and malignaBome verbs likedapt,
alienate, benefit, consolidate, disregard, eman@pa&radicate, erupt,
excavate, extinguish, harass, meditatere also described as inkhorn
terms. I'm sure you can tell the meaning of manyhefse words. Most
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of the words in the list are Latin words. But somk them like
anachronism, atmosphere, autograph, antipathy, shahronology,
climax, crisis, critic, dogma, emphasis, enthusiaspitome, parasite,
parenthesis, pathetic, scheme, skeleton, systaerticgawere acquired
by Latin from Greek.

During the Renaissance, there was a renewed stu@yeek which led
to the introductions of more Greek words such asonymous,
catastrophe, criterion, ephemeral, idiosyncrasyjden, polemic, tonic,
tantalize and thermometer

As these words came into the English language, setaned their
forms and meanings, while some lost aspect of theins in the process
of adaptation. Words likelimax, appendix, epitome, exterior, delirium
and axis retain their Latin form. Some lost their Latin emgs e.g.
consult(L. consult-areexclusion(L. exclusion-em) an@xotic (exotic-
us). Some others went through some different foahghange e.g.
conspicuous (L. conspicu-us), external (L. externuy brevity (L.
brevitos). Many English verbs borrowed from Latsually end in ate
(e.g.create, consolidate, eradicate, educatie.) Some of the words
had been borrowed more than once, thus assumifeyetift meanings.
For example, the Latin wordpiscopus and discwgas borrowed in Old
English ashishop and disland later appeared during the Renaissance as
episcopal and discMany of the inkhorn terms that were out rightly
rejected somehow survived, while some didn’'t. Can think of why
this happened? Some were found and used a few &intedropped and
forgotten, others remained but again forgotten. oAgrsome of the
words that eventually disappeared weBnacephalize (Greek),
deruncinate, adminiculation, illecebrous, expedesiecate, deciccate,
eximious, disaccustom, disacquiant, disadeto. Some of these Greek
words had alternatives in Latin that the language &bsorbed, or were
simply modified, e.g. discongruity (incongruity) appendence
(appendage), attemptate (attempt) denunciate (dereju

The borrowing of this period was largely experinaénthey were being
tried out, introduced by individuals’ judgments afices. Some of the
words survived, some disappeared. In Shakespedag's for example,
no one knew whether to s&ffectual, effectuous, effectful, effectuating
or effective But today, you can see that about two forms lsweived

I.e. effectualandeffective We shall see more about how French Italian
and Spanish words were adopted to reinforce thdidbnigxicon in the
next sub-headings.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Explain the term “inkhorn terms”.

2. Describe some of the issues raised againstntineduction of
inkhorn terms into English.

3. What was the justification for their use?

3.3  Further Enrichment of Vocabulary

Foreign borrowing of words in the %6century was not limited to
learned words taken from Latin and Greek but fromranthan fifty
languages (Baugh &Cable 2001), the most promineamgo French,
Italian and Spanish. The English vocabulary of thme showed words
adopted from French such aboy, bigot, bizarre, bombast, chocolate,
comrade, detail, duel, entrance, equip, essay, oe&pl genteel,
mustache, naturalize, probability, progress, retlement, shock,
surpass, ticket, tomato, vogue, volunteer

Italian words:algebra, balcony, caprice, design, granite, pizzi@nza,
violin, volcano Some of these Italian words were introduced thhou
French or adopted to French forms, sucbattalion, bankrupt, brigade,
carat, charlatan, gala, gazette, grotesque, infantebuff,etc. Though
there were initial protests against these wordsy tivere eventually
adopted in England and often read in English bobleny of the Italian
words for a time, preserved their Italian forms.

Spanish/Portuguesealligator, apricot, armada, banana, barricade,
bravado, brocade, cannibal, canoe, cocoa, embahgworicane, maize,

mosquito, mulatto, Negro, potato, renegade (reneyjadbacco, yam,

etc. With the new spirit of exploration and adveataharacterized the
Renaissance, a great deal of impact on the Engbshbulary became
guite evident.

The method through which these words entered thygigbnvocabulary
was generally through writing. Latin especially whsough churchmen
and scholars. Even words borrowed from Romanceukages (French,
ltalian, and Spanish) in the "L@&entury often came through books and
writers. It might be difficult to name individualriters who introduced
each particular word. But it is believed that ommable English writer-
Sir Thomas More introduced words likabsurdity, acceptance,
anticipate, combustible, compatible, comprehensieengratulatory,
contradictory, denunciation, dissipate, enduran@xit, exaggerate,
exasperate, explain, fact, frivolous, impenitemplacable, indifference,
insinuate, monopoly, necessitate, obstruction, @gaxa etc. Another
scholar - Sir Thomas Elyot added the following wsraccommodate,
adumbrate, analogy, animate, beneficence, encydlapeexcerpt,
exhaust, experience, exterminate, frugality, infieag, irritate, modesty
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etc. Sir John Cheke first usediapt, alienate, assassinate and benefit.
John Milton introducedatonsolidate, disregardwhile Sir Philip Sidney
brought inemancipation, eradicate, erupt, excavate, exertjlavate,
exist, extinguish, harass, meditagtc. More and Elyot were sometimes
referred to as “makers of English” because of themtributions in the
16" & 17" centuries by introducing or helping to establisany new
words in English. No doubt most of the words thamne into the English
vocabulary during the Renaissance came from sooutsgle, England.
Yet, a good number were to come from native soureiiser through
development of words through old roots or throughreaival of
expressions that had gone out of use. At leastwiss the thought of
someone like John Cheke. Cheke was so stronglysegipi borrowing
from Latin or Greek that he sought English naticpiiealents from
whatever source. In his translation of the gosgebSb Matthew, he
attempted to change Greek words with English edgmis as much as
possible. For instance he usexonedfor lunatic, toller for publican,
hundreder for centurion, foresaydor prophet, bywordfor parable,
freshmen for proselyte, crossedor crucified and gainrising for
resurrection.

Poets on their own part tried to revive old wordpezxially words they
learned from Geoffrey Chaucer. This revival was stimes referred to
as “Chaucerism”, which was about a conscious uselafwords to
enlarge the vocabulary of poetry. One of the maeosininent poets in
this movement was Spencer. These poets revivedwadls like
astound, blameful, displeasance, enroot, doom,yfqymst, empight
,(fixed), natheless, whilere (a while before). @sheere askew, filch,
flout, freak The origin of these words was uncertain. Someewer
coinages such as Spencdrlatant, braggadocio, shrimp, cosset (lamb),
delve (pit), squall (to cry) and wrizzle (wrinkledylany of the words
were simply adaptations and derivations of old wasdch asaneful,
drear, hapless, sunshiny, or wolfisthe words English acquired in this
way were not as much as half of those obtained foomside, but the
fact remains that Spencer and his colleagues boméd a great deal to
the enrichment of English vocabulary. Many of therds like belt,
bevy, dapper, fortnight, glee, glance, surly, bament, birthright, don,
enshrine, drizzling, gaudy, gloomy, merriment, shadary, etc. which
they also introduced, have since passed from tigukge of poetry into
common use.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Write ten (10) words that were adopted from Rocea
Languages.

2. Describe the contribution of Spencer and thetgpde the
enrichment of English vocabulary.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

You can see that the spelling and vocabulary ofliEimganguage had
pulled the language to two opposite directiongemns of their rate of
growth and development. On one hand, spelling legh lguite unstable
especially due to the fact that printing stabilizegrly, while

pronunciation had changed many times over. On ttieerohand

vocabulary had been quite rapid in its developnveimch had indeed
attracted heavy criticism from English languagechdbgs. Words had
been borrowed indiscriminately from Latin, Greekdame Romance
languages which had threatened the existence iwertanglish words.

5.0 SUMMARY

Spelling had been one problem area in the developrag English
because there was never a generally accepted spétgpelling. And it
was neither fixed nor phonetic. Early Norman sci®lereated more
problems by trying to spell the French way. To compd the problem
was the attempt by scholars to force spelling twespond with speech
sounds. At a point writers adopted their individoedde of spellings and
tried to be consistent with them. Finally Richardultaster (1582)
introduced a reform which differed from previou$oets and brought in
the method of spelling which simply allowed itsédf be tested and
proved by observation and practice. Popular apprega to be the final
authority. Mulcaster’s spelling revolution eventyahfluenced modern
English spelling like no other.

Unlike spelling, vocabulary had been very dynamidie English
vocabulary since the f6century had been enriched much more from
words borrowed from Latin, Greek, French, Itali&panish and about
fifty other languages. However English scholarsedian alarm during
the Renaissance at the rapid rate of foreign word$nkhorn terms”
being introduced into English. Though some of theseowed words
naturally disappeared, most of them survived, aleitg English native
words to give it the richness that it enjoys today.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. What have been the causes of the problem of sgeiigt from
the Norman Conquest?

2. Identify the major sources of foreign influence &mglish
vocabulary.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Unit is a continuation of the history of Ergi during the
Renaissance and the early Modern English Periodd Again it
continues the history of the development of vocahulby looking at
more of the important influences on the Englishder. The emergence
of dictionaries of hard words in English will exgogou further to the
contribution of early attempts at compiling Englislords to enhance
their stability. Most texts books on the historykriglish agree that the
two most important influences on the developmentthed language
during the final decade of the Renaissance arembrks of William
Shakespeare (1564-1616) and the King James BIiBELJ1We shall be
looking at these two factors more closely in tmg.u

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. explain the importance of the early dictionarieshafd words in
history of English

. discuss the contributions of William Shakespeardenelopment
of English lexicon of the renaissance period

. discuss the contributions of the king James bilde the
development of the English language during th& &6 17"
centuries.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The Emergence of Dictionaries

The very first attempt to produce a comprehensstef all the words in
the English language was Nathaniel Bailey'siwérsal Etymological
English Dictionarypublished in 1721. The earliest English dictioeari
were those that merely explained difficult wordbeTirst of this wa®\
Table Alphabetical of Hard Wordaritten by Robert Crawdrey, and
published in 1604. It explained some 3,000 terntss Was followed in
1616 by John Bullkar'sEnglish Expositor,while Henry Cockeram
published the Bglish Dictionariesin 1623. Again in 1658, Edward
Philips publishedNew World of WordsAll these dictionaries and later
compilations only treated difficult words. A new veaof dictionaries
was to be experienced in the first half of th& t&ntury in order to keep
pace with increases in knowledge and terminolotiies were the result
of the industrial revolution and progress in sceerend medicine.
However, Dr. Samuel Johnson’s dictionary of 1755 vilae first to
account for the extensive additions that had beademo the language
and helped to enhance their adoption into genesal Dr Johnson’s
dictionary is discussed in Unit 2 of Module 2.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Discuss the general contributions of early dicties of the 1%
century, to the growth of English.

3.2 Shakespeare and the World of Words

Though Shakespeare’s influence on the English lagguextended to
pronunciation, syntax and usage, his impact wasrposminent in the
area of vocabulary. His plays and poems also rhistl the way English
was developing during the latter part of thé" t@ntury and early 17

century - the time he lived (1564-1616).

Shakespeare had the largest vocabulary of any $kngjiiter and this is
due to his resourceful use of words and his acoeptaf new words. He
freely used some of the words that some peoplectegjeasinkhorn
terms.The following words which were first used by Shalesme were
all new to English in the latter half of the™6entury:agile, allurement,
antipathy, catastrophe, critical, demonstrate, dirdiscountenance
,emphasis, emulate, extract, hereditary, horrid ditede, modest,
pathetic, prodigious, vast, armada, barricade, dara mutiny,
palisade, renegadetc., (Baugh and cable 2001). In some number of
cases, Shakespeare’'s use of certain words becarie dhrliest
occurrence in English language e.gccommodation, apostrophe,
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assassination, barefaced, countess, courtship, dlejreventful, lack-
lustre, dexterously, dislocate, frugal, misanthrof@ighable, obscene,
pedant, premeditate, reliance, submeege

The sense in which Shakespeare used some of thesls was in fact
closer to their original Latin meaning than the ssein which we use
them today. For example Shakespeamgmmunicateneansto share
rather than to exchange information as we knowday. So you can see
that his liberal attitude towards foreign borrowieighanced his stock of
words. And as he creatively used them in his wohes showed how
foreign words can enrich the English vocabulary afuwhction
effectively in practical terms.

There were however some of his words (i.e. firstorded in
Shakespeare) which have not survived as the ostesl labove. About a
third of his coinages from Latin fall into this egbry. Some examples
are. abruption, appertainments, cadens, exsufficate, sipeve,
protractive, questrist, soilure, tortive, ungend; unplausive, vastidity,
(Crystal 2002). These words could be explainedhédontext of which
Shakespeare used them.

One aspect of Shakespeare’s lexicon, which we mesition here are
his use of hyphenated compound words. Many of ticeseages were
peculiarly his, some which again did not survivemmodern English.
Examples of Shakespeare’s hyphenated compound&reneheretique,
baby-eyes, bare-pickt, breake-vow, canker-sorrowairefplay,
giant-world, halfe-blown, heauen-mouing; ill-turnedindre-action,
pale-visag’'d, pell-well, vile-concluded, widow-camf William
Shakespeare’s works demonstrate his contributionsd ahis
indispensable place in the history of the Englastglage.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Make a list of some of Shakespeare’s hyphenatedpound
words that have survived in  Modern English.
2. What do you think was responsible for the suzced

Shakespeare’s contribution to the development ofli&m
Vocabulary?

3.3 The King James Bible

The King James Bible ohuthorised Versioras it was also called was
published in 1611. Though it was not authorizeddny process of
parliament, the Bible’s title page stated that &svappointed to be read
in churches throughout the United Kingdom and s to determine
its influence on the population and far more onlémguage.
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The Bible was translated by 54 university scholdiise project was
approved by King James himself following a recomdaion by some

750 reformers from within the Church of England.heTpreliminary

version which took four years was submitted tolilsfops for revision.

The translators were divided inbtmmpaniesach working on a section
of the bible. The final version took nine months.

The panel followed a number of guidelines. They evés use the
bishops Biblavhere possible and were permitted to consult thed@iie

Version and other earlier versions where necesSdrgy were also to
maintain recognized chapter divisions and propeneswa Translations
by one member of a group were to be submitted bgranembers for
approval and each group was to send its mateaatlset others for final
agreement. Disagreements were to be discussed Ifpraral outside

opinions sought if necessary. The project was |sfak due to the
personal enthusiasm and intellectual quality of tla@slators. In their
language choices, they did not introduce new itemsocabulary or
change the grammatical structure of the languagequently, they
introduced old use of words from the Tyndale varsiand also used
guite a number of idioms. In fact there were mahygapes in the King
James Bible which have entered the general idionthef language,
sometimes with minor grammatical changes. Heresame examples:
my brother’'s keepefGenesis 4)gye for eyeGenesis 15)the apple of
his eye(Deuteronomy 32)a man after his own heafl Samuel 13),
how are the mighty falle(® Samuel 1)a root of the matte(Job 19);

salt of the earth(Math 5); new wine in old bottle{Matthew 7);

physicianheal thysel{Luke 4) etc.

Below are two sample texts showing the 1611 printoi the King
James Authorised Version of the Bible and th& t8ntury printing.
Carefully compare the spelling, punctuation andabotary of both
editions.A is the preface to the 1611 edition.

Sample A

An other thing we thinke good to admonish theeehile Reader) that
wee haue not tyed our selves to an vniformitie loging, or to an

identitie of words, as some peraduenture would whehwe had done,
because they obserue, that some learned men sosre,Wiaue beene
as exact as they could that way... That we shouldesge the same
notion in the same particular word; as for exampfeye translate the
Hebrew or Greekeword once by purpose, neuer toitaltent; if one

where lourneying, neuer Traveilling; if one wherdinker, neuer

suppose; if one where Paine, neuer Ache; if onerevid®y, neuer
Gladness, etc.
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Sample B (Genesis 28:11-13)

And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarriedréhall night, because
the sun was set; and he took of the stones ofpthate, and put them for
his pillows, and lay down in that place to sleepdAe dreamed, and
behold a ladder set up on the earth, and the top refached to heaven:
and behold the angels of God ascending and destgnai it. And

behold the Lord stood above it, and said, | amLibel God of Abraham
thy father, and the God of Isaac: the land wherttumu liest, to thee will
give it, and to thy seed...;

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

What type of influence do you think the King Janfkle had on the
English language?

4.0 CONCLUSION

Dictionaries of difficult words; William Shakespeatand the King
James Authorised Version of the Bible were threpartant influences
on the 18 and 17 century English, especially on the development,
enrichment and stability of standard vocabularyhef English language.
Shakespeare and The King James Bible especiallym&nated how
English was used during the period and helped tmtaia standard in
the English vocabulary, grammar and usage.

5.0 SUMMARY

Dictionaries of hard words attempted to provide nieg to difficult

English words during the early part of the™l@entury. This was
necessary because of extensive additions to thdisEngocabulary,
some of which generated a lot of controversy. Thatiatharies also
helped to facilitate the use of the words that Ibbeein generally adopted.

William Shakespeare’s contribution to the enrichtnehthe English
vocabulary was a major feature of thé"i&ntury English. His wide
and creative use of words gave the language a stiolek of words,
some of which have become part of modern every Hayglish.

Similarly, the King James Authorised Version of thkle illustrated the
Standard English, and helped to sustain stabilitigesit was every
body’s Bible. Many of the Bible idioms for exampleave been
modernized and added to every day usage. Theseitiiheences on the
English language of the $Zentury were significant ones.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Compare and contrast the influence of Shakespeal¢he King
James Bible on the English language of th& déhtury.

2. Discuss the contributions of the early dictionaéshard words
to the development of English vocabulary.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The study of sounds changes in the history of Bhgk as important as
the study of grammar and vocabulary. This is bezdarsguage operates
as a system and as we have earlier observed, gelraone part often
results in a change on the other. As you must natieed in Module 2
Unit 1, Old English speech sounds differed sigaifiity from the
Middle English pronunciation. And you will also d@ver in this unit
that there had been consistent sound changes fidmEnglish through

to the

modern period. The major change in prontiociavhich took

place at the end of the Middle English period, affécted the vowel
system so fundamentally is calld@the Great Vowel ShiftThis change
has been responsible for most modern speech sokmtigs Unit, You
will see how this change occurred. We shall alsamgre in this Unit

some

of the features of English grammar of the 1#e century and

early 17" century.
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2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. identify some changes that occurred in the speeghds of early
modern English

. explain what is meant by the great vowel shift

. describe some features of the grammar of the @aflentury.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Changes in Pronunciation

Some sounds in English have not had any changesolikers. For
example, the short /e/ has remained unchanged #ec®ld English
times. The O.Bédd is still bedtoday; whereas the & in O. E stan (store)
became a sound like:/ as inlaw towards the end of Old English, and
later changed t6 similar to its current pronunciatian(store). Changes
in pronunciation however varied according to region

Changes in consonant sounds had been insignificantpared to
changes in vowel sounds. Though some voiced consona Old
English, became voiceless or occasionally lost iddié English,
consonant have remained fairly as stable as thep be Old English
(O.E). Thew sound was almost generally lost in Middle EngliBhE)

where they had been pronounced in Old English; €& becameds
(so) and O.E hwa changed @ (who) in Middle English.

Most short vowels in Old English; like, i, 6, tpassed on to Middle
English unchanged. The long y developed as the ghdihe O.Ebryd
became bride (M.E) angride in modern English; O.E fyr becamad
(M.E) and fire in modern English. The quality Oladish vowels did
not change much in passing to Middle English batrttength were
considerable altered. Old English long vowels forample were
shortened early in the Middle English period whelofved by double
consonants. Compare Middle Englgptet with Old Englishgréat.

All Middle English long vowels went through extewvesialteration in
passing to Middle English, but short vowels thatuwscwhere syllables
are accented remained fairly stable. Short vow&ks & and u went
through important changes. M.& became / a/ in the %6century,
pronounced asat, thank, mat, flaxalmost returning to the Old English
& as inat, apple, backTheu in Middle English became what is known
asunroundingin M.E. The vowel was pronouncedass infull or pull.

In early modern Engliskh becameu as incut, but, sun, loveAs far as
short vowels are concerned a modern speaker ofigbngfill have no
difficulty in understanding the English of any petiin history. But this
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situation is quite different when we consider lorayvels. The notable
change in pronunciation involving long vowels isolim asThe Great
Vowel Shift

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Compare some vowel sounds in Middle English wifitbse in
Modern English.
2. Compare changes in vowel sounds with those ofsamuant

sounds in both Old and Middle English.

3.2 The Great Vowel Shift

The Great Vowel Shift affected the seven long vewal English. In
Middle English they werg &, € O, 0 .

I pronounced as i: e.qg. / fi:f / became /fair/ five

¢ pronounced as e e.g. /m&.8ecame /mi:d / mead

¢ pronounced as e.g. /kle:no / became /kle:n/ clean
a pronounced as a : e.g. /na:hbecame / ne:m/ name
O pronounced as. e.g. /g:t5 / became /go:t/ goat

0 pronounced as o: e.g. /r@:became /ru:t/ root

0 pronounced as u: e.g. /du:n/ became /daun/ down

Notice thati andu became diphthonga andau. And you can see that
most of the vowels had almost acquired their prepesnunciation by
the 18" century, through the Great Vowel Shift. You wilk@ notice
that the Middle Englisld has changed /. In the early modern period
(of Shakespeared was pronounced as ilane, or namebut now it
sounds asean, clean, beanfhe change occurred at about the end of the
17" century. The Great Vowel Shift is responsibletfer random use of
vowel symbols in English spelling. Spelling hadeally become fixed
before the shift and therefore did not change wienquality of the
long vowels changed. As a result vowel symbolsarmgér correspond
with the sounds they once represented in Old Bmglis

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

Describe the influence of theGreat Vowel Shiftto modern
pronunciation.

3.3 Some Features of Grammar

The English grammar of the Iate”lﬁentury and early i'?century IS
marked by some characteristics which had sincepdesared, especially
the few parts of speech that retained their oldh®rWe shall examine
some of them.
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The Noun:

The Adjective:

The Pronoun:

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The only inflections in the noun were, as we
mentioned in Unit 3 of Module 2 those marking the
plural and possessive singular. There were however
a few nouns likesheep,andswinewith unchanged
plurals. In the 18 century some old weak plurals
like —n survived. Most of them gave way to thes
plural, such afon (foes)kneen(kneesXleen(fleas).
Shakespeare for example had some formsdilen
(eyes), shoon (shoes), andkine,. Some mixed
plurals like children, oxen, brethrenand some
internal change of vowels likaice, feetsurvived.

Since the adjective lost its inflectional endingat
marked gender, number and case distinctions, the
only forms it retained during the %6and 17
centuries were the comparative and superlative
degrees. The two common endingser -
(comparative) and -est (superlative) with the
adverbmoreandmosthad been in use since the Old
English  period. Shakespeare used double
comparative or superlative such asore large,
most boldest; or most unkindestheBe are no
longer in use today. In modern times only one
syllable (monosyllable) words take theer--est
suffixes like fine-finer-finest; tall-taller-tallestetc.
Words with more than one syllable takere and
moste.g.beautiful -more beautiful -most beautiful;
active -more active -most active; careful -more
careful I-most carefugtc.

As we have said earlier, it was during the"16
century that the pronounthou, thy, theewere
dropped except where th&uthorised Versioror
Shakespearés still read.You was substituted for
ye,while its was introduced as the possessivét.of
During the Middle English the singular forrtisou,
thy, and thee were used among friends and
colleagues and for addressing superiors. In tfie 16
centuryye, your, youbecame pronouns of direct
address irrespective of rank or closeness, whde th
singular forms disappeared. However, the
Authorised Versiorof the Bible and Shakespeare
still used them.

The formative ofits as possessive marker was one interesting thing of
the early modern period. Howevéiis was still used as the proper form
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of the possessive. E.i.the salt has lost his savor; little candles thro
hisbeams etc.

Another development of the pronoun in thé" t@ntury was the use of
who as a relative pronoun. In OIld English there were rative
pronouns, rather definite articlesé¢(ssto,pcet) were used as relative.
Sometimes the articlee was added ¢ pe, which, that) and sometimes
pbe was used alone. In the Middle English this wadaegal by pcet
(that). In the 1% centurywhich andthat began to be alternated. It was
not until 18" century that the relative pronowhocame into use.

The Verb: Verbs were commonly used without auxiliaries in
interrogative statements. A question in Shakesfmare
Macbethsays Goes the king hence todaydrmally we
would say: Is the king going out today? Or Does kimg
go out? Another noticeable difference is the ororssof
progressive forms. It is common to hear or reathere
goes h& orWhat do you readRather tharwhere are you
going? orwhat are you readirfg The increase in the use of
progressive forms is a modern development.

Impersonal use of verbs was much more common inl@eand 17"
centuries. A construction likie pleases me not, it dislikes me, it repents
me,are familiar expressions in Shakespeare and thg Bames Bible,
which in more recent English have been replaced peysonal
constructions likdt doesn’t please mé don't like itor | repent

The regular ending of the third person singulah;-etas universal right
from the 14 century and all through the Middle English peritius
goeth, giveth, lieth, saith, doth, speaké&came the standard forms.
Forms likegoes, gives, lies, says, dom® also a modern development
of English. This however made some occasional appeas in the 15
century

We also mentioned in Unit 5 of Module 1 that sonid Bnglish strong
verbs were lost during the Middle English periodd &ome became
weak verbs. Those that remained became subjeantdidns in the past
tense and past participle. Verbs likele, crow, crowd, flay, dreaetc.
developed weak forms. While a number of weak fobmsame strong,
e.g. blowed, growed, shined, shrinked, and swing8dme of these
verbs have also undergone changes in modern English

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

0] Describe some features of the pronoun during tifecgtury.
(i)  Write some verbs that may be referred to as hawiegk forms
in Middle English.
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4.0 CONCLUSION

Some of the changes that were characteristic oft@ieentury actually
started earlier. Sounds changes was climaxed bgthat Vowel Shift
which provided the foundation for modern Englishomrnciation.
Changes in some forms of grammar as we have setmsitnit were
expected as a part of the ongoing development psockthe language,
which became more radical with the emergence oStaadard English.

5.0 SUMMARY

Sound changes have been important in the procedswaflopment of
the English language. Changes occurred more withelygaound than
with consonants. And except for notable changakensounds of and
u, other vowels did not change much from Old Engli$he most
important change in the English sound system iateat Vowel Shift,
which affected some seven long vowel sounds andggththem from
Middle English pronunciation to modern pronunciatio

Changes in grammar were those characteristic of Rbeaissance
English. The s plural marker was generally adopted, with some few
mixed plurals. Adjectives lost their inflectionsdaretained only the-er
and -estmarkers for comparative and superlative degregspfonouns
ye, your,andyou, replaced the singuldahou, thyandtheeand became
pronouns for direct address irrespective of thaustaf the addresses or
the relationship between addressee and the addréspersonal use of
verbs, the scarcity of progressive forms, teéh-ending of verbs and the
weakening of some strong verbs and vice versa thergeneral features
of verbs in the 1B century. All the features of grammar and
pronunciation as we have seen in this Unit werégh&rdeveloped but
became the strong foundation for the modern dayiging

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss some general patterns of change in tH® cihitury
English pronunciation.

2. Describe some general features of grammar durirey 16"
century.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the major characteristics of the Renaissanttee search for new
knowledge and in the f7and 18 centuries there was a conflict of ideas
between science and religious thinking, which wasg to involve
English and language use. Matters of knowledgel@athing were now
being extensively published in English and in tager part of the 17
century, there arose a kind of public consciousnesgards the
language. For instance, a popular feeling arisnognfthe conflict of
science and religion, proposed that scientific @rsisould be written in
plain language, made clear and precise. And thke styst not be
assertive. It was also argued that language shmmulabid of emotions; it
should be rational and English prose was to be teséatilitate national
unity rather than mere source of entertainmenetaxation. There was
a Royal Society then in the 1660s the job, of whigds to propose
solution to the conflict of thoughts, especially design a universal
language style for scientific writing. But the Roy®ociety failed to
create the plain style of language which it was mhéa do neither did
its members show any example. This search forlgyahnd a demand
for regulation introduce us to the temper of th& t8ntury, which we
shall discuss in this unit undére 18" Century EnglishWe shall also
examine some of the efforts made by scholars toeaehorder and
standard in English with particular reference taJbihnson’s Dictionary.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. describe the general characteristics of tHe dghtury England
. explain the English language situation of th& &&ntury
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. describe some efforts made to achieve order anfdramty in
English in the 18 century
. discuss the contributions of Johnson’s dictionarthe growth of

English vocabulary and language use.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The 18" Century English

In the study of English literature, the first half the 18" century, is
often referred to as thAugustan Agen England. It was a period of
English prose writing which invariably affected tle®urse of the
English language. This age was characterizedd®aech for stability in
language use. There was a strong sense of ordegraat desire for a
system that would enhance efforts towards confgrmd certain
standards of good writing. There was also a droxeatds correctness
and attempts were made to formulate rules and iptex to define
correctness and to achieve correctness. This wasacieristic of the
spirit of rational science and philosophy that teihr with the
Renaissance. Latin was looked upon as a classaedard for literature.
Concerns for English soon began to take a new @Questions were
then asked whether the language was at all womhype used for
writing, where Latin had been the tradition; whethke extensive
additions being made to the vocabulary were jestifiand whether a
better system of spelling could be introduced. ther first time, it was
discovered that English had no grammar. What grasnmar did not
follow any generally accepted pattern. The resus ihat English did
not have any rules. People did not know when thesewvrong or right.
Everything was uncertain. Even among the educateglp there was so
much variation on matters of grammar.

Latin remained an authoritative example in whicle evas told how to
use language. People began to feel that this probtaild be solved by
an English Academy that could legislate on mattdréanguage. The
popular idea was that English was being corrupted reeded to be
refined and corrected. Necessary reforms shouid pé&ce after which
the language should Hexed permanently and protected from regular
changes.

In a nutshell the 8century sought to:

0] reduce the language to rule and set up adatanof current
usage;

(i)  refine the language — that is, to remove sgga defects and
introduce certain improvements; and

(i)  fixit permanently in the desire form (Baugh & Cabl@®20
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Attempts to Purify the Language

Right from the 1% century as we have pointed out, people were
conscious that English lacked standards - thetfettthe language did
not have rules to determine right or wrong in isage. Writers were
particularly worried that writing was more of a gaework; individuals
wrote according to their choices of words and hastlihey felt they
could express themselves, not guided by any p#atigiandard. This
led to further corruption of the language, as spe@ple thought.

The feeling that English was being corrupted ancheoked gave rise to
some attempts to clean up the language and rid #ome supposed
imperfections. One of such attempts was Swift'sppeal of 1712,
titled: A Proposal for Correcting, Improving, and Asceriam the
English TongueSwift was not comfortable with the spate of safent
enquiry and revolutions that favoured careless ov$elanguage.
Innovations such as clipping and shortening of wdikke mob, taxi, rep
or phonewas not acceptable to Swift. A later publicat®hilosophy of
Rhetoricby George Campbell (1776) also condemned this ipeacin
fact Campbell described it as ‘barbarism’ in lamggiaise. Another
innovation that Swift opposed was the tendencyadwotract verbs like
‘rebuk’d,” ‘disturb’d’ or ‘perturb’d’. He condemned this practice and
argued that leaving out a vowel to save a syllad&es such contracted
forms very difficult to pronounce. Again Swift coztined some new
words that kept coming into the English languagerd¥® such asham,
banter, mob, bubble, bully, shuffling, or palmingat were becoming
the vogue among people of fashion and even amoegcpers were
rejected. As we have pointed out in the earliertUswift was not alone
in the criticism of foreign words. But Swift desikeand hoped that like
Latin and Greek, English could be rendered stdbilg.it is a mistaken
notion that these languages never had times when dtruggled with
the process of stability like English at this pério

However Swift and others who believed that the |eols that
confronted English - that of standardizing, refgiand ‘fixing’ were to
consider what happened in Italy and France. Eatchesfe countries had
an academy that defined standards in language ammitored the
processes that sustained these standards. Itagx#onple founded the
Accademia della Cruscan 1582, that was responsible for the
purification of the Italian language. The Academy this effect
published in 1612 a dictionary calledocabolario degli Accademici
della Crusca which had about six volumes by 1738. France sntyil
established an Academy. The principal functionshef Academy were
to give rules to the French language, render iepamd capable of
treating the arts and sciences. It was also to dengpdictionary, a
grammar, a rhetoric and a guide on how to writetnyod hese were all

76



ENG211 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

achieved by 1694. England did not have any Acad#ray performed
similar functions.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Describe the problems that English had, thatimecprominent
in the 18" century.
2. Why did these problems become too obvioukérl' century?

3.2 An English Academy

An English Academy was then suggested following Hadian and

French example. In 1660, a volume was publishéstitlew Atlantis...

continued by R.H Esquire. The author formally pieth an academy
that would be charged with purifying the Englishndaage and
regulating its grammar and vocabulary. Not longe tldea of an

academy received supports from influential intellats, including John
Dryden (a poet), and John Evelyn among others.yByekho was a
member of the Royal society, proposed that a granomh&nguage be
formulated with some spelling reforms to be folla®y a collection of
all ‘pure’ English words with their meanings. Herther suggested
collections of technical words, dialects, expressiand archaic words
that might be revived and possibly translating safie best of Greek
and Latin literatures as models of elegance arld. SRemember that the
Royal Society was a established for scientific aesle and had no real
interest in language matters, so nothing was ddmeutaEvelyn’s

proposals. Dryden’s efforts also in this directidid not attract any
significant attention.

Towards the end of the century however, Daniel Bgf novelist) in
his Essay upon Project§1697) again raised the issue of an English
Academy and devoted a whole article to the subjettacademies.
Swift's Proposal of 1712, as we noted earlier, radrthe heights of the
movement for an English Academy. Already publicnogn had been in
its favour following the efforts of Dryden, Evelyand others, for more
than fifty years. Once again the idea of an Acadsuoffered a set back
following a publication oReflections on Dr Swift's Letter to the Earl of
Oxford about the English Tonguwy John Oldmixon, in the same year
that Swift Proposal appeared.

Oldmixon (a lawyer) writing in the name of the legaofession totally
attacked the idea of standardizing the languaggyimg that it was
impossible to prevent a language from respondinghemnge. While he
did not protest against the idea of an Academysidieuled the person
of Swift and his proposal and nothing subsequecdiye out of Swift's
Proposal, which was indeed the closest England @v@e to having an
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Academy. Subsequent talk of an Academy in Englaras woon

received with skepticism. There were now doubtshef results of the
French Academy. Some came to think that the Acadeamye to fix

French but ended up spoiling it. The claim thataaguage could be
fixed was the platform upon which the idea of arademy was built,
now it began to decline and popular feeling begafavour the notion
that nothing can stop a language from changingewen Latin or Greek
could resist change.

When it was clear that Swift's Proposal had fatleel only means was to
work out a substitute for an academy and that waleichand working
directly on the public. Individuals sought to prd®ireforms that they
believed necessary and to set up standards thdtvbeuaccepted by
every body. Thus, in 1724 an anonymous publicajgmeared under the
title: The Many Advantages of a Good Language to AnyoNawith an
Examination of the Present State of our Owhis re-echoed the old
complaints that English was full of too many morizytes, used too
many contractions, and had no adequate grammaiciordry. It then
called upon the public to take part in the discusson matters of
language and proposed a series of weekly or mombfications on
grammar and other topics on language. Some othiglications also
emerged calling for reforms on grammar and spelling

All these publications identified two greatest neeaf the English
language (i) standard grammar (i) a dictionary.eTheed for a
dictionary was met by Johnson’s dictionary of 17&%d the one of
grammar by early grammarians in the latter pathef18’ century. The
latter shall be discussed in Unit 3 of Module 2.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Discuss the factors that favoured the proposat the
establishment of an English Academy.

2. Explain the reasons why Swift's Proposal failed.

3. What substitutes were adopted for an academy?

3.3 Johnson’s Dictionary

Dr. Johnson’s dictionary of 1755 was the first tf kind to exhibit

English vocabulary in a more fully and extensivenmex. It offered

guotations to illustrate the use of words. Thuspeacame the first
dictionary to record language usage. And this waaid understanding
where the explaining of meanings became inadequdte. dictionary

also gave a guide to pronunciation.

The purpose of this dictionary was not just to joteva kind of standard
in spelling and use of words, it was, accordinthtvauthor to refine the
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English language and ensugrammatical purity; to clear it from
colloquial barbarism, licentious idioms and irregudioms” (Baugh &

Cable 2001: 273). At another place he said it vea$ix the English

language, preserve its purity and ascertain thenmgaof English

idioms. This was like performing the functions of Academy; and in
fact, the Johnson’s dictionary could compare fagbly with similar

works of an Academy in France or Italy.

The dictionary however had its defects. For instant was said to

include many words that did not belong to Engliahd its history of

words was not perfect. Some of its explanationglates were incorrect
and full of prejudice and his definitions were stmes discriminatory.

Though laden with its inadequacies scholars stiieved that Johnson’s
dictionary is the foundation of all meaningful etf® towards the

standardization of the English language. Dr. Sandakhson himself is
considered as the founder of the modern Englistiodiary.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Describe the features of the Johnson's Dietigrof the 18
century.
2. What faults were leveled against the work?

4.0 CONCLUSION

The position of the 18 century English was that of uncertainty in
grammar and vocabulary. It was the general fedhadg English lacked
standards and needed a regulatory body. This eesiritthe call for an
English Academy and some other attempts to fixaadard. When the
efforts failed, Samuel Johnson’s dictionary appedcetry to solve the
problem of standards in spelling, pronunciation Emgjuage use.

5.0 SUMMARY

The 18" century was an age in search of rules and edteblistandards
of spelling and language usage. Efforts to refime English grammar
and remove some supposed defects and improvebegaime necessary.
A strong thirst to fix the language permanentlyaaguide to correct
usage in both writing and speaking became the ptgmtion of
language scholars. There was a call for an Endlsidemy that would
effectively legislate on matters of language a<idesd above and serve
as a watchdog against foreign agents of pollutifmilowing the
examples of France and lItaly. At the forefront bistcall was the
Swift’'s Proposalof 1712. When this proposal failed individuals aidalb
other forms of propaganda to win public interestamour of standards
for English and its purity. This was in form of vkie and monthly
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publications on matters of language. In 1755 Sami@hnson’s
dictionary appeared that provided for the firsteithe standard steps to
fix the language. The dictionary provided a compredive list of
English words, a guide to spelling and pronuncrgtiand a guide to
language usage. The dictionary almost served ascademy by itself
and solved one of the greatest problems of Englisthat time which
was lack of standards in vocabulary.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the problems of English that became glarntpe 18'

century.

2. Describe the features of the Johnson’s dictiondrthe 18"
century and its contribution to the developmenttted English
language.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Baugh A.C, Cable .T. (2001 History of the English Language” &d.
London: Routledge.

Crystal (2002) The Cambridge Encyclopedia of English Languad®, 2
Ed .Cambridge University Press.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

One of the greatest defects of the English langiragee 18 century as
we observed in Unit 2 of this Module was the abseat consistent
grammar. There was no standard because the landueb@&ot been
reduced to rules, showing what correct English aas what it wasn't.
So people used the language with the conscioushasi possessed no
character that reflected order and consistenaya# this challenge that
the 18" century grammarians would confront. In this Unie shall see
the efforts of the grammarians to formulate rules the English
language and how this attempt led to the emergefhgerescriptive
grammar. What were the achievements of the gramammarand what
were their failures?

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. assess the general contributions of the early grmams to
provide a standard for English grammar

. describe the rise of prescriptive grammar and day wvis called
prescriptive grammar

. distinguish between prescriptive grammar and tlaengnar of the

early modern period.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 The 18 Century Grammarians

Before the 18 century there had been few attempts to make Hnglis
grammar more formal and stable. However these wade® generally
written for the purpose of teaching foreign leasnéne language or
providing basis for learning Latin grammar. An exdenwas Ben
Johnson’sAn English grammar ...for the Benefit of Strangprslished

in 1640. It was in the TBcentury that English grammar was viewed as a
subject worthy of study by itself. An earlier wrteJohn Wallis
(Grammatical Linguae Anglicante, 16p8ad observed that the Latin
structure defers significantly from that of Englisand therefore
describing English using Latin grammar was not propt was like
forcing English to the methods and rules of Latinthe 18" century,
the grounds were set to withess descriptions omgrar that had its
peculiar nature and syntax. Unfortunately mosthaf tompilers of the
English grammar were only trained in Latin and Greaad still tried to
preserve some of the classical concepts that aegfoto English.

The works of the grammarians began with the workadeph Priestly
(1761) titled he Rudiments of English Grammdx. month later, Dr.
Robert Lowth, a bishop of London, publishetlo Introduction to
English Grammarn(1762). About 22 editions of this book appeared in
the 18 century, and became very influential. Subsequemir f
publications were mere imitations of Lowth’s grarmmBor instance
John Ash’sGrammatical Institutes (1763)as intended to serve Basy
Introduction to Dr. Lowth’s English Grammain 1784, Noah Webster
published A Grammatical Institute of the English Languagehich
enjoyed much circulation and influence in Amerigkst of these works
were by men who did not have any special trainmganguage. Lowth
for example was a clergyman, and their works werenigture of
philosophical matters with language and did nollyenswer the great
guestions of grammatical descriptions. Over 200k&@n grammar and
rhetoric were published between 1750 and 1800. W&ty was their
aim and what did they achieve? It is undeniablée tha 18" century
English grammarians attempted a coherent preseziptadition, within
which they aimed at:

(@) Codifying the principles of the language and redgdt to rules;

(b)  Settling disputed points and deciding on casesiwofled usage;
and

(c)  Pointing out common errors, correcting such suppp@seors and
improving the language.
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(@) The grammarians were to demonstrate that English capable
of order and systematic procedure for achievingremness.
Lowth had argued that the supposed irregularitthenlanguage
was the problem of users and not with the languizgd. People
had taken their skills in the language for grarded proceeded
without being conscious of any rules. So the grarmana were to
systematize the facts of English grammar and drawules by
which questions could be examined and decided.

(b) They were to settle disputed cases of grammar aadeu They
were not just to make rules but also pronouncemetg where
necessary. There were no longer going to be cdsacertainty.
A grammatical construction is either right or wrorand it was
the job of the grammarians to decide.

(c) Dr Lowth again observed that the best way to juddpether a
construction was right or wrong was to lay downes,land
illustrate them by examples. But besides showingtw¥as right,
it was necessary pointing out what was wrong. Se th
grammarians would identify grammatical errors aedhdnstrate
how such errors would be corrected.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

Explain the aims of the i“&:entury grammarians.

3.2 The Rise of Prescriptive Grammar

In terms of achievement, the grammarians were guirtp for grammar
what Johnson’s Dictionary had done for vocabuldhe dictionary had
handled most questions of spelling and lexicon ifaidy systematic
way, and attention was now on grammar. Now the granans set out
to prescribe.To prescribe in this context, means that peoplesweld
what to say, the grammar was to be static, whighriably implied that
anything out of the specifications was condemnedl @noscribed. For
example, expressions likead rather, had betterwere condemned;
would ratherwas accepted. There was preference difierent from
rather thardifferent than or tpand the rejection dietween you and me.
He is taller than |,was acceptedather taller than me.Shall was
approved for the first person pronoun, whilél for the third person etc.
Do not forget that no consensus was reached anmengrammarians in
this rule making process. However a decision wasmlis taken after
such questions as reason and examples from Lat&reek had been
considered.
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William Ward in hisGrammar of the English Languag&765) drew up

for the first time a full set of prescriptions tHatmed a background to
the rules found in modern English books. This pa#tion was

strengthened by Lindey MurrayBnglish Grammai(1795). The books
by Lowth and Murray and those they influenced hdeen quite

controversial and were often considered as thensrigf most of the

grammatical controversies in today’s English.

To make grammatical rules the grammarians were eguidy three
considerations: reason (or analogy): history of therd or phrase
involved and the examples of Greek and Latin. Thedtpoint formed
the basis upon which many questions of grammar weogded. Some
grammarians felt that descriptive comparisons amiege languages
(English included) could be turned into prescriptivules especially
since they were working towards a universal gramraad the idea of
universal grammar was derived from the traditioh&atin and Greek.
However there was in the #&entury a definite feeling that trying to fit
English into the pattern of Latin grammar was aadisntage. This
feeling was sustained in the next century whenirterest in universal
grammar declined.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. What doe#$rescriptive Grammamean?
2. What do you think were the achievements of tB8 dentury
grammarians?

4.0 CONCLUSION

What we still have today asaditional grammarthat tells us what is
right and wrong has its foundation in the™®8entury grammarians.
Bishop Robert Lowth in 1762 saitlithe principle design of a Grammar
of any Language is to teach us to express ourselitbgropriety in the
Language; and to enable us judge every phraseoamddf construction,
whether it be right or wrong”. (Crystal 2001:79p the grammarians set
out to provide for English grammar a platform fetemining what was
correct about spoken or written English and whas waong. In doing
this they prescribed certain forms as correct ammsgibed others as
incorrect.

This approach however brought about a serious azgtinthe question
of whether correctness should be determined byeusagrammatical
rules. Shouldn’t dictionaries and grammars ratheflect usage
describing current practice than prescribe rulebis Tiew has since
been adopted by modern descriptive grammarian$eir study and
analysis of language.
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5.0 SUMMARY

Before the 18 century, English grammar had no definite rulesd An
was difficult to determine what correct or incotreentence was since
there were no standards. The assignment before18le century
grammarians were to:

0] codify the principles of the language and reduce rules;

(i)  point out common errors; correct such errors angrave on the
language;

(i)  settle disputed points and decide on cases ofalivicsage.

They set about to achieve the above by applyingorgacommon sense,
history, logic and references to Latin and Greekth® end, they were
able to formulate rules for the language, preseglsome grammatical
forms as correct and proscribing some grammatmah$ as incorrect.
Some of these publications have been controvevdide some have
been condemned as containing a lot of blunders. Qinghe most
important arguments against their approach had kbah English
grammar should reflect usage showing current mactather than
proscribed rules.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Discuss the activities of the i&entury grammarians and outline

their achievements.
2. What was the main criticism against the Grammaflans

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Baugh A.C, Cable .T. (2001A History of the English Language”,1 Ed
London: Routledge.

Crystal (2002) The Cambridge Encyclopedia of English Languad®, 2
Ed. Cambridge.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The 19" century and after, are also referred to as latdemoperiod, or
simply the period of modern English. Again we am@ng to look at
some of the major influences on English languagéchvimnave been
mainly on vocabulary. So far, we have seen thatakdactors have
contributed greatly to the growth of the languafygain, both political
and social factors had helped to strengthen thegigo®f England as a
world power especially with its successive victera wars during the
19" century (e.g. victory at Trafalgar, against Fraimc&805 and against
Russia at Crimea 1854-56). Its political and sooibrms in the 19
and 20" centuries were also important factors in estalggfEngland as
one of the world’s stable democracies. The worldswaf the 28
century and its effects on the society; the growaiad importance of
some of British colonies; their eventual indepermgeand the rapid
growth of the United States as one of the grediesgflish speaking
world powers certainly have their influences on Bmgylish language of
today. We shall consider in detail some of thes#ofa in Units 17 and
18. In this Unit we shall be considering the marBuential factors as
they relate to language, namely the growth of Smeand Medicine,
Transport, Information technology, Journalism amdd8lcasting and the
world wars. You shall also see how developmentsther areas have
affected English vocabulary.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit you should be able to:

. discuss the factors that influenced English vocatyuin the 18
century and after

. explain how English vocabulary has been largehedaéd by
some new developments across the world since1900.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Influences on the 19 Century English and After

As you can see in this study, English is one lagguhat easily accepts
change and admits foreign technical terms. And owbtlas someone
that has been studying the language you are famith terms that are
associated with professions m@gister And it is easy to identify terms
that are associated with science, medicine or eeging. These
technical terms came along with growth and devekpnn the various
disciplines during the fand 28 centuries. Let's consider some of
these disciplines and terms associated with there. ke able to
appreciate these terms because they have becomef mar everyday
communication.

0] Growth in Medicine and other Sciences. In every field of
science, there has been a growth in technical wiordee 19
and 2¢' centuries which only the specialist in these feld
understand but with time, a good number of the wdrdcame
familiar and in fact turn to everyday usage. rmedicine for
example we are familiar with names of diseases Wmaemia,
Diarrhea, Appendicitis, Bronchitis, and Cardiac-astand other
numerous ailments. We can easily associate terrke i
Bacteriology, Virology, Immunology, Paediatrics, t@rydontics,
with medicine and we can easily suggest what somtem
mean from their names. AIDS (acquired immune deficy
syndrome) which has become a household term wasownkin
the 19" century. We can easily talk oflinics, anti-biotic,
vaccine, or anestheticWe have learnt names of drugs like
paracetamol, aspirin, analgesics, iodine, panadobrphine, or
penicillin. Medical equipment such astethoscope, syringe,
electrocardiogram, ultrasound scan machine, or y-maachine,
IS not very strange to us. We speak lmirmones, enzymes;
metabolism, endocrine glands, DNA (deoxyribonucheid) etc.,
and we know whatcarbohydrate, vitamins, proteins, amino-
acids, or cholesteroinean. Although you may not explain them
clearly but youre familiar with them. For example,
carbohydratesgives energyprotein builds up body tissues and
so on. We often talk about someone who usuallys fall by
eating a particular food as beiadlergic to that food. All these
words that came during the 1@nd 28' centuries have become
everyday language.

In physicsand electricity we can easily identify words thag wnow.

Words likerelativity, calorie, ultra-violent rays, ionizatignransformer,
dynamo, current, arc lighare indeed familiar though many of them we
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may not really explain. The development of atormergy and nuclear
weapons following the World Wars and internatiocahflicts has given
rise to words likeatomic bomb, hydrogen bomb, air raid, ballistic
missiles, sand missiles, radio active, chain reactfallout, etc.

Chemistry has given the English lexicomitrogen, alkali, benzene,
radium, creosote, biochemical, petrol-chemical éciation and space
science have also contributed terms suchastsonaut, cosmonauts,
space craft, space shuttle, count down command leddast off etc.
How we know that these terms have to stay is thatoften make
reference to them in informal speech or writing ssmously and
unconsciously. Many times we fail to recognize veh#tre words come
from. You often hear people referitderiority complex, melancholic, or
schizophreniawithout realizing that they are using words fronmnial
psychology.

(ii)

(iii)

88

Growth in Automobile and Transport Industry:  Scientific
discoveries and inventions have proved to be armitapt source
of new words. The wordutomobileitself is a new term just as
we havesaloon(American sedan) as terms used for earlier types
of vehicles. Now we have lorry (Army-truckiyailer limousine,
mustang, jeep, Mercedes-Benz, Ford, Volkswagenseioe of
the cars are named after their inventors, e.gd BorMercedes.
We have learnt new meanings with the evolutionedfieles like
carburetor, sparking plug, (American(Ame) sparkglichoke,
clutch, gear liver (Ame-gear shift), gearbox, stegrwheels,
differential, shock absorber, chassis, automatiangmission,
radial tyres, spare tyres, convertible, or statmagon etc .Ad a
car is usually parked in a garage. We now talk hef ttaffic,
speeding, traffic light, petrol (Ame gas), bus-staerminus,
ticket, etc.You may supply more examples to illustrate further
how these technical terms have become part of waryday
language.

Development in Broadcasting, Information Technology and
Computing. Communication and computer technology are other
aspects of science development that have contdmeée words
to English vocabulary especially due to the degseempact
these developments have had on people’s daily Tieese
additions are either entirely new words or old veobeing given
new meanings. In communication, especially in fiims
broadcasting and motion pictures most new words ecam
during the 28 century. The wordinemadates from 1899, while
motion picturecame much later. The worddio in the sense of
broadcasting came from about 1925, while the tezlavision
(TV) was introduced at about 1904. Radio and TV shamges
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(iv)

v)

common terminologies likdbroadcasting, newscaster, aerial,
transmitter, transmission, antenna, lead-in, lougeaker,
standby, announcer, reception, microphone, cameta, but
abbreviations like FM (frequency modulation) AM (alitude
modulation) are used only for the identification o&dio
broadcasting stations. But terms likable TV, cable network,
teleprompter, video tape, UHL channel, colour prergming,
digital TV, super thin TV, VCD, DV@are peculiar to the
television. Computer technology has been anotignifeant
influence on the vocabulary of English. The firsigil
computers were invented between 1940 and 1950, sdthe
general terms likgprogram, memory, language, and hard ware.
With new waves of development in computer technpldgring
the 1980’s, people began to own ‘PCs’ (personalmders) and
learn new words from computing such R&8M (random-access
memory), ROM (read-only memory) DOS (disk operating
system), micro processor, byte, gig, modem, soéwarouse,
keyboard etcand with the growth of thenternet we now use
terms likewww (World Wide Web), browse, hack, down load,
upload, hyper text, browser, search engine, LANallcarea
network, WAN (wide area network), e-mail, yalet@

The Influence of Journalism: Journalists do not only propagate
new words, they also create theirs. Newspaper aadamines
have demonstrated a great deal of creativity wherpmes to
saying what just have to be said even when therteplacks the
right word. Many times they adopt colloquial antbimal styles,
sometimes using words out of context and oftenngivhew
meanings to familiar words. And some of such waads used
metaphorically. For examplguiz for question oustfor remove,
probefor investigate combfor search ananaul for defeat.Law
makerswill always reach at &#uce someonespikesa rumour, or
makes a businesteal We read about aleanup a go-between
and how the pricesoared The president is usuallgriefed or
chauffeuredand we expect some sought ehtertellment or
condomania or satzefactionThese are coinages we see in
magazines and newspapers that catch our attergmnetimes
used as adverts or to create sensations but indeed of these
coinages are finding their ways into formal writing

The Effect of World Wars. As we examine how great
developments leave their marks on the English lagguwe must
not fail to mention that the First World War (191218) brought
some words into English. Some of these are militaryns, or
words associated with warfare eajr raid, anti aircraft gun,
tank, nose-dive, blimp, gas mask, liaison offieeq camouflage.
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‘Liaison’ and ‘camouflage’ are borrowed from Frendhe also
have words that assume new meaning eggctor (specific
position) barrage grotective screen of a machine gudyd (a
shell that did not explode) etc. Today we say ®edaf the
economy’ ‘barrage of corruption’, dud cheque’ withew
meanings. Some words already in the language waalgrized

by the war, e.gdugout, machine gun, periscope, no man’s land,
doughboyetc.

World War Il wasn’'t as productive as the World Wam terms of
introducing new words. However it contributed certaew words and
new meanings about new methods of warfare. Examatesalert,
block-buster, dive-bombing, nuclear bombing, evéeug@arachutist,
landing strip, crash landing, wad block, fox hadbeylldozer, task force.
Some expressions likepearhead, to mop uand to appeasere new
verbs orold one with military sense. The wombmmandoalready
existed before 1940’s, acquired a new meaning. Qtlieat either
acquired new meaning or given great currency dutimg war are
backlog, stockpile, priority, bottleneck, ceilingmit) etc. The war also
contributed expressions likeaveler, iron curtain, cold war, fellowetc.
to English vocabulary. Most of these words and eggions have since
been absorbed into everyday civilian language.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. List 5 words that the growth of science introeldi into English.
2. List 10 words that are associated with Broatilvgscomputing.

3.2 Vocabulary and New Developments

Vocabulary has its way of expressing and highligiptdevelopments.
You have seen so far, in this Unit and the previonss that, a new
development leaves a significant linguistic markilom language, so that
one can easily give a history of either a sciemtiii social development
by simply identifying some linguistic evidences ttlgp along with it.
Take for example the World War I, new words camthwwew methods
of warfare including air combaso we havair raid. And we trace the
history of certain words by simply studying the mtge and
developments that brought them. Language alseatsflhow current
people are with new developments and culture becahen new words
enter into a language people quickly learn thena agay of updating
their knowledge and experience. These are whatawe tried to prove
in the history of English. In this sub-section wealk consider a few
developments that impacted on the English language.

90



ENG211 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

At about 1839, the wordgphotograph or photographyappeared
signaling other related words suchaasnera, film, enlargement, focus,
aperture, shutter, lenses, negatiet. and in the latter part of the™9
century words liketelephone, typewriter, apartment house, blue print,
oilfield, motorcycle, feminist, fundamentalist, @iduon etc. appeared.
These words were said to be the out come of theakof the Olympic
Games in Athens in 1896.

The 20" century has witnessed a rapid growth of vocabulBegween
1906 and 1908, new words likguestionnaire, suffragette, raincoat,
thermos, free verse&ame into English. This was also the period when
many words in aviation and aeronautics were intcedue.g.aircratft,
airplane, hydroplane, dirigibleetc. 1910 came with terms likaturist,
post-expressionist (art), Freudian (psychologykligentsia (superior
culture) and profiteer. At about 1933 camedeep-freezer, air-
conditioned, nylon, and transistorExpressions likecredit card,
ecosystem, and existentialisaime around 1972.

We must mention here that a good number of wordst tmave come out
of individual’'s deliberate creation or coinage, mm®out of ingenuity or
imitation. A few of them likeKodak, (a trade mark), Frigidaire,
Kleenex, Xerox, or Zippeoften treated as common nouns, are coinages
that represent trade names. Some of these coinagesactually
acronyms - words formed by joining few letters wbtor more words.
E.g. AIDS (Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome); daa (radio
detecting and ranging) etc. Some are blend worg®dmanteau words
like Interpol (international + police) travelogue (trave- dialogue);
while some are simple clipped words efgx (facsimile) phone
(telephone), lab (laboratory)n many cases, the blend or clippedrds
gain more popularity and patronage than the origmard. As new
developments keep taking place, we expect new wordgpress them.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Explain the relationship between new developsemd old
vocabulary.
2. Can you identify some recent words in the votalyu of

Nigerian English?
4.0 CONCLUSION

Scientific and social developments are major factorthe enrichment
of English vocabulary. As new things take places tteed naturally
arises for the appropriate words to express therocdg/that already
exist in the language are not usually sufficient represent new
experiences. So as society grows, all its aspea®,gso language,
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especially vocabulary grows. And we expect morekstof words in
English as we witness new inventions and more tolgcal
breakthroughs.

5.0 SUMMARY

The rapid growth of English vocabulary from thé"X@ntury upwards,
has been sequel to the growth and developmeniariczand medicine,
communication and Broadcasting, Information tecbggl and

Computing. Others are Journalism and the World Waithin the same
period. We have also observed that the developoferdcabulary is an
on-going process because as the world witnessesdeselopments,
new words and expressions are bound to evolve &s gbathose

development processes. And people must learn these terms to
update their knowledge and express their experjeaeavell as benefit
maximally from the emerging developments and teldmes.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. List at least ten (10) words you consider to be dewelopments
in the English in Nigeria.
2. Discuss five (5) factors that directly influencdx tdevelopment

of English vocabulary of the f&entury and after.
7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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Ed. Cambridge.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

We are still studying the features of late Modenglish, i.e., from 1900
to the present time. In this Unit we shall be cdesng the extent to
which new words entered (and are still entering)d®te English and
their sources. Secondly, we shall be looking at ¢neergence and
contribution of the Oxford English Dictionary antlet question of
Spelling Reform. Lastly, we shall examine the fimcal varieties and
dialects of Modern English.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. describe the sources of lexicon of modern English
. explain the contributions of oxford English dicteog
. identify some functional varieties of English

. describe the contributions of the spelling reform.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Sources of New Words
You will recall that the greatest radical changethe history of English

have taken place in the vocabulary. The events dawélopments in
Europe and England are usually reflected in thdiEm¢ganguage by the
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number of new words that are introduced followihg events. Can you
remember any Old English words that came with theglé-Saxon

invasion or words that were introduced as a resiilithe Danish

invasion, or French words that the Normans browgtit them as they
conquered England in 10667

In the Modern periods new words that came into&hglish lexicon did
not come with military conquest, rather they camemf common
sources such as borrowings from other modern Earopenguages;
creation of words through self-explaining compouyngsefixes and
suffixes; coinages; forming of words from Greek dratin elements;
common words from proper names; slang and old wtrds assumed
new meanings. We shall discuss each of these yoriefl

0] Borrowings from Modern European Languages.The English
language has further extended its vocabulary wetli words like
aperitif, chauffeur, garage etdFrench), ciao, vendettaetc
(Italian), bonanza, canyon, cantiredc (Spanishjeschrift, angst,
etc (German), troika, vodka, glasnost, perestroikéRussia),
robot, (Czech),loot, thug etc (India), pygamas(Persia),sake,
yen, soy et¢Japan). Most of these words have been adopted the
way they are, with the same meaning that they dagggin their
original languages.

(i)  Forming Words through Self-Explaining Compounds.
Compound words such alre-extinguisher, finger-printetc.
(often with hyphens) represent the old method efating words
in English language. In the ®@entury, it continued to provide
cheap method of forming new words. Words suchkresv-how,
lip-stick, streamline, hitchhike, e-mail, babysdittdife style,
greenhouse effect, acid raetc. are familiar examples. You can
see that the words explain themselves without lgatanconsult
the dictionary.

(i)  Compounds from Greek and Latin Elements.Latin and Greek
are familiar classical languages whose elements baen in the
English language for a long time. In modern timbkey remain a
favourite source of scientific terms in the langeladhe word
geneticsfor example is formed from two Greek roots which
stands fowell andto be born.Genetics is the study of heredity -
about natural traits, abilities or illnesses ofgudas pass on to
their children. The suffixscopein telescopgstethoscopeetc. is
from the Greek word meaningater, while ‘tele’ in telescope
telephone television etc., is adopted from Greek element
meaningfar. The wordautomobileis from both Greek and Latin.
Auto in Greek representself while mobile is Latin mobilis
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meaning moveable. Many scientific words in the £ksiygl
language can actually be traceable this way withr troots in
Greek or Latin.

(iv) Prefixes and Suffixes.Another method for forming words has
been by adding familiar prefixes and suffixes testg words.
Thus in the Modern period, words such aansatlantic,
transcontinental, transformer, transmarine, postassical,
postgraduate, prenatal, preschool, preview, couttack,
superman, neoclassical, stardom, gangster, prafiete came
into the language.

(v) Coinages.Some new words in the language are as a result of
deliberate coinages during this period. Many othswords came
from the media and advertising. Words likerox, Frigidaire
and Kodakwere initially used as trademarks, but today yan c
hear someone saying “I would like to Xerox the vehphper”
Acronym is another method through which new wordsren
invented. We often refer to OPEC (Organization efréleum
Countries) ECOWAS (Economic Community of West Adinic
States) UNICEF (United Nations Children’s fund) hatt
having to bother about their full meaning. In sotoaages it is
easy to guess the combination that is made, edheelement
with an existing word in the language or some feanilement.
Examples aretravelogue (travel and dialogue)Dictaphone
(dictate and telephoneglectrocute(electricity and execute) etc.
Words like travelogue and electrocute are calldends or
portmanteau.

(vi)  Words from Proper Names. Some words in the language are
actually adopted from proper names with which tlkeai
expressed by the words is associatandwichfor example is
attributable to the Earl of Sandwich who on oneastan was
said to put slices of meat between pieces of bigatbusineis a
name of a province in France. Names IMercedes, Ford, or
Volkswagenare cars named after their inventors. The word
boycottwas derived from the experience of captain Boyeantt
agent of a house owner who refused to accept riéated by
tenants. His life was threatened, his servants vereed to
desert him and his figure was burnt in effigy. Thiss in 1880 in
Ireland. Since then the wollgbycottevolved meaning to force
something to happen, by refusing to do something. Nsve
more of such words in English language.
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(vii)  Slang. Slang could be said to be common words or expessi
that do not belong to the standard variety butgeneerally used
in some informal contexts, with some special megnitarlier in
the history of the English language slang was tegeas vulgar,
or ‘vagabond’. But in modern times, many slang vedikle joke,
boom, slum, fad, scram, buzz, put-down, vametsare finding
their way into formal writing.

(viii) Old Words with New Meanings. The process of extending the
vocabulary of a language also involves attaching neeanings
to old-familiar words. Words likenouse, boot, click, navigases
used today in computing are examples of old wordh wew
meanings.Skyline initially meant the horizonnow it refers to
sky-scrapersA recordno longer refers to music, but other things
from bookkeeping to documentatioRhrasal verbs likesign-off
or stand-byis now mainly used in the media, likake-off(in a
plane) kick-off (in football) andcall-up (in telephone). Some
words are now better interpreted in the contentusérs and
situations, than their dictionary meaning. Skyserap

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. List at least six (6) sources of lexicon indéon English.
2. Discuss four (4) contributions of these sources

3.2 The Oxford English Dictionary

It was around 1850 that the inadequacy of existiiogionaries of the
English language began to be felt very seriouslyth\ihe increasing
amount of new words entering into the language dfodnson’s

dictionary for example became far below standardné®t intellectual
needs of the modern reader. The British Philoldg®aciety in 1857

appointed a committee to collect words that wereimehe dictionaries,
with an aim of publishing a supplement to themlater decided to
produce an entirely new English dictionary, in orde record every
word that could be found in the language from adothe year 1000.
The dictionary was also to show the history of eadnd, its spellings
and its usage, past and present. A call for volrsten the project
attracted numerous materials from hundred of reaffem all over the
world. By 1879, a formal agreement had been reagh#tdthe Oxford

University Press, to publish and finance the pbdadal society’s

dictionary. Work on the dictionary was finished @amnd 1895 and was
originally known asA New English Dictionary on Historical Principles
but was later called’he Oxford English DictionaryThe completed
work was in 10 volumes, with 240,165 main wordssupplementary
volume was published in 1933 containing additiomd eorrections. The
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2" edition of the dictionary contained 290, 500 estriabout 38,000
more than the 1993 supplement. Three volumes wdrksped between

1993 and 1997. The dictionary is said to be thgdst)of any language
in the world. It provided some data that has heljpednswer questions
relating to the history of the English languagéhds also influenced the
attitude of many people favourably towards the Ehglanguage by

exhibiting the history of words and idioms, thewrrhs and their

different levels of usage, and a guide to theinpreiation.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

In what ways do you think the Oxford English Dictawy has aided the
growth of the English language?

3.3 Spelling Reform

You will again recall that spelling has been oné¢hef teething problems
of the English language right from the beginningaisT problem
continued to plague the language through the tih&hakespeare, to the
early part of the 1®century. Interest was once again renewed in i, an
this led to the formation of Spelling Reform Assdmns in Britain and
American. These associations did not achieve minch898 the British
National Education Association formally adopted ltxge simplified
spellings for use in its publications. They afi@o, altho, thoro,
thorofare, thru, throughout, program, catalog, prgl decalog,
demagog, and pedagoyVhile some of these have come into general
use, many of them did not get public acceptancel9d6 a Bnplified
Spelling Boardemerged in the United States which aimed at publish
300 words, for which different spellings were used. (metre, meter,
judgment judgement, encyclopeadia, encyclopede&ic.) and to
recommend the simpler form. Again this was not welleived. The
print media and book publishers continued to use ttaditional
spelling.

Though these Reform attempts did not achieve meshlt; they indeed
stimulated public interest to the need to achiepernanent solution to
the spelling problem. But most people believed thaadical change of
spelling would not favour many people who were adre used to the
traditional spelling. And to many people the writigord is as important
as the spoken word. A radical change in spellingldi@ertainly affect
meaning to many people. Popular opinion was thapdlling was ever
to be reformed, it must be approached gradually.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Was the idea for Spelling Reform successful?
2. What was the popular attitude towards the SpeReform?
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3.4 Functional Varieties of English

In any community where people use a particular uagg, there is
bound to be differences in speech. Speech vargiwa often due to
levels of education, differences in culture, prefess, status and
regional backgrounds of people that have come fddffierent places.
Also varieties are due to contexts in which languegused, as in formal
or informal, or to varieties influenced by local dass dialects. So it is
easy to distinguish between standard and non-stanaaieties. Slang
for example is a form of non standard variety useabtly in informal

contexts.

Modern English has developed a lot of varietiesciwhve can associate
with different classes of people or social grouplere is thespoken
standard which is the conversational language of educptaple. This
variety is marked by conformity to the rules of mraar and
pronunciation. There is also thitten standargdwhich is the language
of books and other forms of academic writing. Wa ciistinguished
between spoken and written varieties because spstieelard is often
used in informal situations and often characteribgdvords liketrip,
daddy, holsetc as against the formal written fornmjsurney, fatherand
holiday. Then we have th@opular standardof uneducated people
which is characterized by slang, pidgin, and coasad his variety does
not generally conform to the rules of correctneBsit with the
movement of English across the world much of tlagety also known
as vernacular English has evolved in many secargligge countries.

In Britain the Spoken Standard is known Received Pronunciation
(RP). This standard varies in different parts ofgliah speaking
countries. It is the type associated with educagtedple with a high
degree of conformity to rules. It is more of a slasriety than regional
dialect. Standard variety is determined by its ptaiality and
intelligibility (i.e. sense or meaningfulness) argaspeakers of English
across the world. In addition to the educated stehdhere are regional
dialects of English among the English-speaking @orhis is discussed
in details in Units 16 and 17. In Britain regior@iblects of English
developed right from the old English. Today we hawvedern dialects
like Welsh, Scot, Irish etc. each having its selvsud-regional varieties,
like British English, English English, BBC EnglisiiNorn, Scottish
English, Welsh English etc.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 4

1. Can you identify the differences between writemd spoken
English?

2. Why do we say that a variety of English is Staddand another
non-standard?

3. What is the difference between social dialectl aergional
dialect?

4.0 CONCLUSION

We can see that Modern English is characterizefiftiger enlargement
of its vocabulary through different sources. Anattiold dictionaries
became inadequate to meet the needs of moderrasshipl, hence, the
development of the Oxford English dictionary. Atigm at spelling
Reforms failed because publishers and academicsimemoyal to

traditional spelling. Modern English is charactedzby functional

varieties and regional dialects.

5.0 SUMMARY

Sources of new words include borrowings, self-exjgdg compounds,
Greek and Latin elements, prefixes and suffixesnages, proper
names, slang and old words that assumed new meanimgg Oxford

English dictionary was able to provide a more caghpnsive inventory
of old and new words, as well as idioms in Engésld provided a guide
to their spellings, pronunciation, meanings andyasa

Attempts at a spelling reform failed due to pospanse of people to
the proposal. Writers and publishers continued ge the traditional

spelling. And as English continued to grow, vaestof usages naturally
emerged. We can identify distinct spoken and writtarieties, standard
and non-standard varieties. As it was the case alittEnglish, regional

dialects of English became more complex.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Describe at least five (5) sources of New Englisbrlg.
2. Why is a variety of English said to be “non-stamtiagive
examples?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Baugh A.C, Cable .T. (2001 History of the English Language” &d.
London: Routledge.
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MODULE 4

Unit 1 Varieties of Modern English

Unit 2 English across the World

Unit 3 Reasons for the Growth of English as a Waddguage
Unit 4 American English

Unit 5 English in Nigeria

UNIT 1 VARIETIES OF MODERN ENGLISH
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Objectives

3.0 Main Content
3.1 Australia; New Zealand; South Africa
3.2 East and West Africa
3.3 South-East Asia and the Pacific

4.0 Conclusion

5.0 Summary

6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment

7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The English language continued to grow during tloelenn period both
in the enlargement of its vocabulary and in itsegpr The first signs of
the progress of English as a world language begananifest towards
the latter part of the 6century. At that time, the number of mother-
tongue English speakers in the world was estimatdusbtween five and
seven million, all living within Great Britain. Ithe period between the
end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth | (1603) arel likginning of the
reign of Queen Elizabeth Il (1950), the number ngksh speakers rose
to between one and half billion to two billion, epd throughout almost
all the countries of the world. Presently there approximately 75
territories where English is spoken either as tinst language, L1
(mother-tongue) or as an official language, L2 ¢sec language).
Countries where English is spoken as a native laggyfirst language)
are mainly the UK, USA, Australia, New Zealand &alith-Africa.

The dispersals (or diasporas) of English are oftypes, first is the first
Diaspora involving the migration of about 25,00@ple from the South
and East of England to America and Australia, tesgiin new mother
tongue varieties of English. The second Diasporejolving the

colonization of Africa and Asia, led to the deveimgnt of a number of
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second language varieties, often referred to asv‘Eaglishes” a table
of statistics on world English usage and the cqumtpulation figures is
given in Unit 2 of Module 4. In this unit we shdle considering
varieties of English in Australia, New Zealand, i&&r and Asia.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. describe the features of Australian and new Zeaktarglish

. distinguish between south African English and saageties of
English in west Africa

. identify some general features of English in scedlt Asia i.e.,

Singapore, Malaysia, Philippines, and Hong Kong.
3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 English in Australia, New Zealand and South Afca
(@) English in Australia

You were told in the introduction to this Unit thBnhglish came to
Australia when some English immigrants landed instPalia and

America in the 18 century. The first presence of Britain in Austali
was in 1770 when James Cook visited the territbryl788 the first

fleet of British settlers including about 130,02@ispners settled in
Sidney, Australia. From then on immigrants increéasspidly. By 1850

the population of Australia had risen to about 800, and by 1900,
nearly 4 million. As at 2001, the population staudl9million. Britain

has the highest number of settlers in Australia iha&hy they have the
greater influence on the language than any othanyMf the convicts
or prisoners transported to Australia were fromdam and Ireland.

English in Australia is not only characterized byffedences in
vocabulary but also in pronunciation, with featuné€ockney and Irish
English. In fact many of the words in Australiangiish may not be
understood in England or America today. Some atenards that have
acquired new meanings in a new environment. TheraAlisn Kangaroo
and boomerandor example have become general English wordsibut
Wombatwhich is an Australian animal. The Americeanch (where
cattle are reared) is the Australiatation The termrobin in Australia
applies to some birds that are unknown in Europé aot just a
particular bird as we know it here. Several wordsvéver that are
thought to be Australian actually started in Bntaand may still be
heard in local British dialects. Australian accer® we said earlier
sounds very much like one of the British dialeat®wn as Cockney,
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especially in the quality of the vowels and dipmgs. A word
pronounced asay in Australian English may sound dsgh to an
American, otbasin as bisoiiBaugh& Cable 2002).

(b)  English in New Zealand

New Zealand and Australia are neighbours. The Nealahd natives
are called theMaori. With the British presence in Australia in 1770,
European traders began to settle in New Zealaiaeiri 790s. Christian
missionary work began among the Maori from 1814 dticial British
occupation was in 1840 following the treaty of Vdangi between the
Maori chiefs and the British crown. European imratgyn grew from
2000 in 1840 to 25,000 by 1850. And by 1900, it hisén to about
750,000. The total population as at 2001 was 3lBomi Three factors
in the New Zealand social history have had someguistic
consequences in New Zealand English in th® @hntury. First is that
New Zealand has had a stronger sense of histaretationship with
Britain compared to Australia They had imbibed mak British
cultures and values, including the British acceBecondly, New
Zealand had developed a deep sense of nationalitidevhich had
motivated a distinctive New Zealand vocabulary #mdlly, there has
been an increase awareness and use of Maori wortlew Zealand
English arising from the need to recognize thetsaghf Maori people
who constitute about 13% of the entire population.

Studies in New Zealand English show that the BritiReceived
Pronunciation (RP) is still the most highly ratedeiducation while the
local accent is more preferred in social commuiocaand solidarity.

(c)  South African English

South Africa was colonized by the Dutch in 1650ist Ibhe British
arrived the country at about 1795 when they colehithe Cape coast,
and did not begin to settle in large numbers ur@20. The majority of
the Cape settlers came from Southern England, ththeye were some
sizeable number from lIreland and Scotland. In ti8501 further
settlements occurred in the Natal region, from ¥brte and Lancaster,
still in Britain. From 1822 when English was deeldrthe official
language, it was also learnt as a second languadleebblack natives.
The native language is calledfrikaans The English language
vocabulary has got some elements from AfrikaansRuidh influences
which are passed to general use today. For exangpartheid,
commando, commandeer, and tegk used today in such a way that one
hardly recognizes their South African origin. AsAnstralian English a
number of English words are used in new senses. Hisiory of
apartheid in South Africa has given new meaning®dtation (where
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black Africans were required to livégnds(those locations required for
farming alone), divide (water shade) up country @&tcpronunciation,
the South African English has been much influendeg the
pronunciation of Afrikaans, where we have ‘pen’ fon or ‘ceb’ for
cab. The South African shares with the American English ome
general ways especially with pronunciation of Ttie mainstream South
Africa English however, does not have /r/ after etsvbut this
consonant is often pronounced by speakers with &ikaans back
ground. The South African variety of English refewsEnglish used by
those who speak English as their mother tongue.

SELFASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Distinguish between the Australian English amel lew Zealand
English.
2. Describe some features of South African English.

3.2 East and WestAfrica
(@) English in East Africa

East African countries were colonized by the Bhnittsom the 1850s,
following the expeditions of British explorers sua$ David Livingstone
and Richard Burton. English was the language of iadtration,
education and law. Most of the countries gaine@phdence from the
early 1960s but English remained the official laage in Uganda,
Zambia, Malawi, and Kenya although Swabhili was uasithgua franca
in Uganda, Kenya and Tanzania. Because of the latgebers of
British emigrants that settled in these areas,dBriEnglish model was
introduced early in schools, re-enforcing the StéaddEnglish brought
by the missionaries. The result was a mother-tonguiety which was
similar to the Australian or South-African Englishihe influence of
British English in East African countries gave thanstrong model to
learn a second language. Secondly there was Hitavation for the
development of pidgin varieties following the wigesad of Standard
English. It may be difficult to discuss some distifeatures of the
varieties of English that may have emerged in tleesentries over the
years in this short sub-heading. But Baugh and €&B0D02) have
observed certain general features of lexis and granin some of these
East African countries including Kenya, Tanzaniaablga, Malawi and
Ethiopia which are quite noticeable. For exampdenes phrasal verbs in
British lose their adverbial particlegick up for instance is simply
‘pick’, drop offis used as ‘dropwhile crop upis simply ‘crop. Some
nouns in Kenyan and Tanzanian colloquial speeche lmbme plural
forms that are treated as Singulars; e&haviours, minds, laps, noses,
andpopcorns
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(b)  English in West Africa

English in West Africa is linked with colonizatiaand slave trade and
the development of pidgin and Creole languagesmFtioe late 1%
century upwards British traders had visited variooastal areas in West
Africa including Nigeria, Ghana, Gambia, Sierra heand Cameroon.
There were no strong British settlements in thesataries, but with
British colonial administration, English became lingua franca (or the
official language), in these countries. Pidgin anrkoles which
developed from English contact were now spoken bgyrpeople along
with hundreds of local languages. Right now the liEhgspoken by
many of these countries have developed certaimrestvhich make it
possible to identify such varieties dfigerian English, Ghanaian
English or Gambian EnglishHowever it is difficult to say whether
some features that are distinct to some countresakso available in
others. But one thing is clear; distinct featuréshese varieties can be
found mainly on the amount of loan-words from lotatguages and
some coinages that identify national institutiomsl goractices. But in
many cases standard West African English varieties similar to
British Standard English especially in grammar apédech sounds. And
standard is also to be found in the lexicon exaepases where English
words assume new meanings to reflect the localesbntnterestingly
some words are used in two or three countries weadi above, with
exactly the same form and meaning examples arg’chweaning food
in Sierra Leone, Ghana, and the Gambia. In theriggidgin it is also
used a®at(verb).Kolais used as fruit for stimulant, traditional symbol
of unity, and bribery, especially in Ghana and MggeStrangeris used
for guest in Sierra Leone and in non-standard NagEnglish. Aunty
(aunt) is used to address any woman older thanayeuor a friend of
your parent in Nigeria. Danfo (minibus), globe {@ulmachine/okada
(motor-cycle), yellow-fever (traffic warden) castadam (wealthy
woman), area-boys (street urchins), go-slow (twajéim) in Nigeria;
rentage (rent) in Sierra Leone; slowly-slowly in &l etc. All these
comparisons show us that countries have developgkfleddged
varieties that explain the influence of the envinemt and culture on the
language. However it will be difficult to identifyarticular West African
standard varieties since varieties differ from dourio country. We
shall look more closely at the Nigerian Englistuinit 5 of Module 4.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2
1. Describe the differences between East Afrieaglish and West

African English.
2. Do you agree that there is a West African \tgreé English?
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3.3 English in South-East Asia and the Pacific

Countries in this region include Brunei, Cambodij Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand. Bt shall briefly
look at some varieties of English in Singapore, &jala, Philippines,
and Hong Kong.

(@) English in Singapore

Singapore was a part of Malaysia which was a Britislony from the
early 19" century until 1957 when it gained its independelsiegapore
became a separate state two years later and hasienged some
economic and social growth during the™26entury. English was an
important language of government business and éduacdt was in the
1950s that a bilingual educational system was dhiced and English
was used as a neutral, unifying language alondsiid languages such
as Chinese, Malay, Tamil and Mandarin. Since 1®é5use of English
in Singapore has increased steadily among the gemapulation.
However key government bodies, including the foundg the
independent state of Singapore, Lee Kuan Yew hadesged concern
over the loss of Asian cultures and values andbegain to promote the
use of local languages, especially Mandarin, a lawdocal language.
The majority of the Singaporean population is Ceeehile Malays are
their natural neighbours. This different culturatts\gs no doubt
affected the history of English in the region. Diethe widespread
interest in the English language, it may not begssing that a local
variety, which may be called Singaporean Englishs lemerged.
According to Baugh and Cable (2002), some spefahtures of English
in Singapore and Malaysia resemble some Engliseebd3reole or
vernacular in other parts of the word. For exantipéeomission obe as
an operator e.g. ‘the man-healthy,” omittirlgor as an auxiliary (the
work - going on fine; instead of ‘the work is going fine’). No doubt
lexical items that do not have direct English eglemts would have
found their way into the Singaporean English; thaeg/ also have been
some direct borrowings from the local languages.

(b)  English in Malaysia

The situation is different in Malaysia following eth Malaysian
independence in 1957. The local language Bahasayisialwas adopted
as the national language and the use of Englisliinédc By the middle
of the 1980’s the local national language had felpe unifying the
different ethnic population but it had also resatt many Malaysians
from reading English or scientific publications. éfd are about 80
languages spoken in Malaysia. English is still benffered at school
and the traditional prestige attached to it stiilsts, but its use is more
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for international purpose rather than national. Tkers are mainly the
educated elite who often code switch between Emglisd Malay. The
presence of the vocabulary of Malay in Englishrisdgally becoming a
feature of Malaysian English. Like the Singapor&mglish, Malaysian
English grammar is slightly different from that thle Standard English.
A Malaysian would saymay | know how do | get théteRather than
May | know how to get there; or May | ask wheredt®e cab stop?
ThanMay | ask where the cab stoek.

(c) Hong Kong English

We are singling out Hong Kong from among its EastaA neighbours
like China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan because & ountry where
English is an official language due to its coloriadtory . Chinese is the
mother-tongue of over 98% of the population. Inerdcyears however,
say 1992, it was estimated that about a quartéheopopulation speak
English. English and Chinese have joint officiahtgs but Chinese
predominates in most speech situations, often witde-switching.
During the British colonial administrations, fror84L7 till 1997, British
and Chinese communities led separate lives duartguige barriers,
racial prejudice and cultural differences. Whenythmeade business
contacts communications was mainly in Pidgin EigliBuring this
period English was largely restricted to coloniaéas the language of
government, law and education. But during th& 28ntury, Western-
educated Chinese elite began to get involved ininbas and the
professions, and English ceased to be coloniallagg to a language of
wider communication in Hong Kong regions.

However, Hong Kong English has not yet been acdems an
autonomous variety of English. Its existence isnaeledged but it is
not a variety which the Hong Kong English speakeils aspire. As a
result, majority of speakers including English tears still recommend
British English as the Standard in terms of gramrhége other varieties
of modern English the Hong Kong English has itsutiac accent, and
lexis. Bolton (2000) for example provides some Hdtmng English
items such as abbreviations; English words with nmeeaning and
borrowed words from ChineseABC for instance stands for
(Australian/American-born-Chinese)cranto-speak (speaker of the
Cantonese languageastronaut (a senior public servantho lei (a
variety of strong black teabig brother an eldest male sibling in a
family); chit (bill) etc. (See Jenkins, 2003).

(d)  English in Philippines
The Philippines gained their political independerican the United

States in1946 and have retained a strong influerickhe American

106



ENG211 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

English. English is the second language of theigthies, while
Filipino is the official Lingual Franca. Both Engfi and Filipino are the
language of education, but English serves as thgukge of wider
communication.

The Philippines English variety has been identifsgtce the late 1980,
with its peculiar pronunciation, grammar and vodabu A
considerable difference also exists between thdigfngf the older and
younger generations, along with variations in useorg proficient
English users ranging from informal usage to steshd@hilippines
English for speech and writing (with code switchingode switching is
when a speaker switches between two languages cat @&bout 37
million people in Philippines speak English withreareasonable level
of competence.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Describe some general features of English intSBast Asia.

2. Compare and contrast between English in Malaygia English
in Singapore.

3. Identify some features of Hong Kong English.

4.0 CONCLUSION

The spread of English as a result of the migratibnative speakers of
English from England to the Australia and the Newrl (USA) gave

rise to emergence of new mother-tongue varietidsngflish. While the

British colonization of Asia and Africa resulted ihe growth of new
modern Englishes. In South East Asia and Africgglish has assumed
the status of second language with a considerablabar of the

population having recognizable skills in spoken awitten English.

English in these countries have since developedenatrieties which

form the world Englishes.

5.0 SUMMARY

The growth of English as a world language can lem $eom the rapid
growing varieties of English across the world, witie number of
speakers having reached over 2 billion in th& 28ntury. Countries
where English is the mother-tongue are Britain, U®Astralia, New
Zealand, and South Africa. English in East and Wdsta, South- East
Asia and the Pacific serves as the official ororal language. All the
varieties of English (native and non-native) haweirt peculiar features
ranging from differences in accent and pronunamtigrammar and
vocabulary. This is due to differences of environtse cultures and
experience.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Why is the British linguistic culture more evideint the New
Zealand English than in Australian English?

2. Compare and contrast between English in East anst Weica
with English in South-East Asia?

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Unit is a continuation of Unit 1 of Module @ which we began to
examine the spread of the English language acihwssworld with
distinct modern second language varieties knowmes Englishes.” In
the previous unit we saw the varieties of Englisisouth-East Asia and
the Pacific Islands, specifically Malaysia, Singagdhe Philippines and
Hong Kong. In this Unit we shall be examining theuth Asian variety
of English, alongside Canada and the Caribbean. aéanterested in
some specific countries because of the direct Briinfluence through
colonization.

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this Unit, you should be able to:

. describe some general features of south-Asian &gl
. distinguish between Canadian English and Cariblegmytish.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  English in South-Asia

South Asian English refer to varieties in Banglddemdia, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Together they account bauta fifth of the
world population. Within this group only Indiancdihankan Englishes
are well developed and well documented. We shaltentrate only on
Indian English. Unlike Bangladesh and Pakistanrevttenglish is used
mainly for official purposes, English itndia performs a neutral
unifying role like in Nigeria, serving as a langeagf communication
across a people of diverse cultures. India wasntoéd by Britain from

109



ENG211 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

1765 until independence in 1947. During this prEnglish was the
language of administration and education. The estriEnglish language
policy was contained in Macaulay’s famous ‘minupegssed shortly
after his arrival in Calcutta as the British heddle Indian Supreme
Council in 1834. Thomas Macaulay served in Indiatlas British
Representative for four years. His ‘minute’ (i.@l)kpresented the case
for a new English subculture in the region. Whee Universities of
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras were founded in 18%iglieh became
the primary medium of instruction thereby estaltighits status and
steady growth during the next century. Today Esigin India performs
both public and private functions in a variety thas developed its own
sound system, grammatical structure and vocabul&myglish is
recognised as the next official language after Hintlowing the 1950
Constitution of India which declared Hindi the oféil national
language, and English was made the ‘associat&ialfianguage by the
1967 Official Language (Amendment) Act. This medinat English
would continue to be used alongside Hindi in afloxdl matters at the
national level.

In adapting to local cultures and environment, andiEnglish has
evolved its own characteristics through the intioac of Indian
languages and social behaviours with those of BngliFor speakers of
Hindi for instance, English words that begin watk, stor spis usually
pronounced with an initial vowel, since Hindi doex permit,skor st at
the beginning of words. So an Hindi speaker warlchounce a word
like ‘standard’ — ‘istandard’; ‘skim’ would be ‘igh’. And in some
varieties of Indian English /v/ and /w/ sounds amet usually
differentiated. Words like ‘vet’ and ‘wet’ for instce would sound the
same way. Greetings and remarks showing politemegnglish are
something likekindly please advise me; invite your kind attentidaow
my forehead; blessed my hovel with the good dustoaf feetetc.
Modes of address are often likeng of pearls policewala etc.
Compliments includénelloji, thank you;ji, doctorjietc. The additional
suffix is probably an item from the Hindi. (See Bau& Cable 2002;
Jenkins, 2003). Indian English is also charaatdrisy a great deal of
code switching or code mixing.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1
1. Describe some features of Indian English.

2. Why is the Indian variety of English more degad than those
of Bangladesh and Pakistan?
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3.2 Caribbean English

English in the Caribbean countries like JamaicabBaos, Trinidad and
Tobago, Cuba, Haiti etc. are characterised by #eeai Pidgin and the
English based Creole. Creole is pidgin that hasv@atpeakers with
fairly stable features. Creole like pidgin is a donation of an European
language (e.g. English) and other languages. st ofadhe Anglophone
Caribbean islands, the language contacts are tfo¥éest Africa and
the African languages spoken by the slaves brotmtihe Caribbean
during the slave trade. Rather than describe vthrgety as “English
Creole” some scholars prefer to describe it as itibaan Creole” or
West Indian Creole.

However a variety of Standard English exists in@agibbean countries
as an official means of communication among thecathd minority.

The American variety of English is preferred evgnthhe mass media
due to an increasing influence of USA in the loeadnomies. Each of
the English-speaking countries in the region hasstmne extent
developed its own variety of standard language utfinovariations in

accent and vocabulary to reflect indigenous culltpractices. Some of
these English-based varieties show some contabt atiter languages
such as French, Spanish, Portuguese and Dutchit Butlear that the
varieties of the Caribbean have much in common twuée shared
history and linguistic heritage of the people. Wander, the concept of
Standard West Indian English has begun to emerge.

A shared feature of Caribbean English is the Wediah accent which
sounds much like the West African tone languagtufeaSyllables tend
to be equally stressed. Consequently, unstresgiables in most
English accents are given prominence. The schina Gisually stressed
so that a word likdPeter /pita/ would sound like /pi:ta/bigger /biga/;
photo /foto/ will sound like /foto/ etc. This often causeselligibility
problem with those not familiar with the style gfegch. Vowels like
lal, bl, lo:/ merge, so that words l{@od pot andcaughtare pronounced
the same. Words likeeethare pronounced /titfather /fada/ andthink
Jtink/.

There are few prominent differences in grammar e tstandard
varieties of Caribbean English but some featuresknthem off as
Creole English. An example is the problem with elifintiating between
the uses owill andwould, shall and should etc. which is a problem
common with most learners of English in West Afnagauntries. The
Caribbean English however has added some new viacglia Standard
English. Most of these loan words reflect the Blagan environment,
the people’s traditional behaviour and religioustoms. Those that
have entered into Standard English incloelggae calypsq dreadlocks
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Rasta, etc. Some of the words are restricteddadfions they belong.
Words like duppy (ghost) ganja (weed) susumba(a type of plant),
watchy(watchman) belongs to Jamaican English while wakdsboar-
hog (boar) roti (a type of bread), andongolala(a type of medicinal
plant) are found in Trinidad and Tobago English. latge number of
words in Caribbean English can also be traced tw#&f languages.

SELF ASSSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Describe some general features of Caribbeanding|
2. Identify at least five (5) words that Caribbe&mglish has
contributed to Standard English.

3.3 English in Canada

Earlier settlers in Canada were from the UnitedeStaso the American
English has had the strongest influence in CanaBiaglish. However,
features of British pronunciation and spelling ateservable on the
Canadian variety. English and French are the tifioi@ languages in
Canada, again creating a possible influence betweetwo languages.
Both British and American English no doubt have @ignl Canadian
English with features with American influence doating. The use of
linguistic features from British English (BrE) ornferican (AmE)
however varies from person to person dependinggen education, sex,
occupation and location. For instance the AmE igemmopular with
young people throughout Canada than with elderlppf®e Some
features originate in Canada and are peculiarlya@iam, while some
are BrE, AmE and French. Words likeboiteau (dam), creditiste
(member of the Social Credit Party$alt-chuck (ocean), skookum
(powerful) etc. are Canadian. A word liReime Ministeris used at the
federal level whilePremier is regional. Some cultural or political
institutions in Quebec for example are callddc Quebecoi®r Caisse
Populaire which are words of French origin. Canadian Emgl(i€aE)
spelling incorporates both British and AmericanheTBritish ‘tyre’ is
often spelt ‘tire’ in CaE while the American ‘cerites spelt the British
‘centre,” showing that CaE cannot be identified ptetely with either
the AmE or BrE. Similarly, both AmE and BrE varest provide
sources of vocabulary to the CaE. The Britah (AmE faucet)railway
(AmE railroad), AmEgas(BrE Petrol) sidewalk(BrE pavement) etc are
used side by side though usages vary from plaptat®. Pronunciation
lean more towards the British model. However, sogeneral
impression about English in Canada is that one Ihatiferentiates
between what is Canadian and what is American.
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SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Describe the Canadian English.
2. Why does the American variety tend to have tieatgr influence
on the Canadian English?

4.0 CONCLUSION

English in South Asian countries, together with YWeslian English is

among modern varieties of English know as new wdtlplishes.

English became the official of these regions thirodyitish colonial

influences in Asia, and the slave trade in Africaween the 16th and
19" centuries. The American earliest settlement ina@a contributed a
great deal to the influence of the American Englishthe Canadian
English.

5.0 SUMMARY

Among the South Asian Countries, India and Sri laahkve the most
developed and documented varieties of new worldligimgs. India’s

long history of British Colonial influence gave at strong backing to
adopt a national language policy that favouredgituevth and spread of
English in the country. Today about 350 milliordigins speak English
as their first language.

Though a variety of Standard English exists in @eribbean as the
official medium of communication among a few ededapeople, the
Caribbean English is more of English-based Pidgit @reole. All the

Caribbean varieties share a common feature of m@ation but

different use of vocabularies, which serves asiat@oto the region that
supplies some particular words. The Caribbean Ehngs significantly

influenced by languages of the West coast of Afrieduding Hausa,
Efik, Igbo, Yoruba and Twi. Lastly, you have sedtrat Canadian
English is largely influenced by the American Esgli British English

and French. However some lexical items are patylkZanadian.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Describe some general features of the Indian Bmglis
2. Differentiate between the Caribbean English and Glamadian
English.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

In Unit 4 of Module 3, we looked at some influenoas Modern
English. And in that study, we identified the cdmitions of Science
and Medicine, Information Technology, Engineeringd athe Mass
Media to the enrichment of the English vocabulémythis unit we shall
consider how some of these factors among others aiaed the growth
and spread of English as a world language. Ina$tetwo units, we saw
how English moved from its native shores in Britaiith about seven
million speakers in the early part of thé"dentury to almost every part
of the world with more than 2 billion speakers, ot the speakers
being those whom English is not their mother tondgunemost of the
countries where English functions as a second iaffitanguage,
different standard and non-standard varieties hdeeeloped with
features that are peculiar to regions and culjorattices. What reasons
are responsible for this astronomical growth of Breglish Language?
We shall attempt to answer this question in thig. Wve shall also
provide a data showing the state of World Englishterms of the
countries and number of speakers as at 2001.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. discuss factors that are responsible for the gra#thnglish as a
world language
. suggest what the future of English may look like.
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3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 Reasons for the Growth of English as a Worlddanguage

The dispersal of English around the world can Ikeld with some
factors, the most important ones being the expansidritish colonial
powers and the emergence of the USA as a leadimgpedc power of
the 20" century. Let us look at them more closely:

(@)  British Colonial Influences

The movement of English around the world began with British
colonial powers in America, Asia and Africa. Emsyliwas essentially
the language of administration, law, education eeigjion. In most of
the colonies, English was made compulsory in sclaoal became a
major requirement for social advancement or prjgke Individuals had
no choice but learn English if they wanted to makg social progress.
Upon the attainment of independence thd 2@ntury many of the
former British colonies adopted English as theficadl or semi-official
language. English is now represented in all thdigents of the world in
over 70 territories.

(b)  Emergence of the United States as a World Boomic Power

The USA’s ever rising and dominant economic positio the world

acts as a major attraction to international tradd allied businesses.
Individuals and organizations wishing to conducsibass or develop
international links with the USA are thus under siderable pressure to
either learn English or work with it. Tourism aradlvertising for

instance are particularly dependent on Englishevaily multi-national

business would want to establish offices in majoglish-speaking

countries and particularly in the United States.

(c) Internal Political Reasons

Whether a country had been a former British colonyot, it is clear
that English may have a role in providing a neutraéans of
communication, among its different ethnic groupsdiatinctive local
variety may stand as a symbol of national unity.

(d) Some Practical Reasons
English is the language of international air t@ifontrol, policing and
emergency services. It is the major language tfrmational business

and academic conferences and the leading langubgeteonational
tourism.
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(e) Language of the United Nations (UN)

English is an official language of the UN, beforeemch. Most
businesses of the UN or its Agencies are conduitednglish, and
member countries of the UN are again under predsuearn English.

() Intellectual Reasons

Because of its versatile nature, English has bectimmelanguage of
science and technology, which is able to transnoiergific and
educational information across the world. Over 80Rall information
which is stored in electronic (computer) retrieggstems is in English.
Scholars, who wish to have access to informatidating to the arts,
philosophy, religion, literature or history at all level, do so through
the medium of English. In most parts of the wotltg only way by
which people have access to classical writing cange of subjects is to
look for their English translations.

() The Language of International Media Communicéon

English is the main language of Satellite Broadogstinternational
news on CNN, BBC or VOA is transmitted in Engligidahe influence
of international communication on the local massliaés a very strong
one. English has become the language of local pegvess, televisions,
radio and advertising in many countries of the adorl

(h)  The Language of Entertainment
English is the main language of popular music agrdiopming arts. Itis
also the language of home computers, video gameéseatertainment

programmes in the mass media.

These reasons and many others which you may bé&idamith are very
strong in propelling English to its present staifia world language.
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3.2  World English

Country Pop (2001) Total L1 Total L2
American Samoa 67,000 2,000 65,000
Australia 18,972,000 14,987,000 3,500,000
Bahamas 298,000 260,000 28,000
Bangladesh 131,270,000 3,500,000
Barbados 275,000 262,000 13,000
Bermuda 63,000 63,000
Botswana 1,586,000 630,000
British Virgin Is. 20,800 20,000
Brunei 344,000 10,000 134,000
Cameroon 15,900,000 7,700,000
Canada 31,600,000 20,000,000 7,000,000
Dominica 70,000 3,000 60,000
Fiji 850,000 6,000 170,000
Gambia 1,411,000 40,000
Gibraltar 31,000 28,000 2,000
Grenada 100,000 100,000
Guyana 700,000 650,000 30,000
Hong Kong 7,210,000 150,000 2,200,000
India 1,029,991,000 350,000 200,000,000
Ireland 3,850,000 3,750,000 100,000
Jamaica 2,665,000 2,600,000 50,000
Kenya 30,766,000 2,700,000
Lesotho 2,177,000 500,000
Liberia 3,226,000 600,000 2,500,000
Malawi 10,548,000 540,000
Malaysia 22,230,000 380,000 7,000,000
Malta 395,000 13,000 95,000
Mauritius 1,190,000 2,000 200,000
Namibia 1,800,000 14,000 300,000
New Zealand 3,864,000 3,700,000 150,000
Nigeria 126,636,000 60,000,000
Pakistan 145,000,000 17,000.000
Papua New Guinea 5,000,000 150,000 3,000,000
Philippines 83,000,000 20,000 40,000,000
Puerto Rico 3,937,000 100,000 1,840,000
Rwanda 7,313,000 20,000
St. Lucia 158,000 31,000 40,000
Samoa 180,000 1,000 93,000
Seychelles 80,000 3,000 30,000
Sierra Leone 5,427,000 500,000 4,400,000
Singapore 4,300,000 350,000 2,000,000
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South Africa 43,586,000 3,700,000 10,000,000
Sri Lanka 19,400,000 10,000 1,900,000
Suriname 434,000 260,000 150,000
Swaziland 1,140,000 50,000
Tanzania 36,232,000 4,000,000
Trinidad & Tobago 1,170,000 1,145,000

Uganda 23,986,000 2,500,000
United Kingdom 59,648,000 58,100,000 1,500,000
United States 278,059,000 215,424,000 25,600,000
Zambia 9,770,000 110,000 1,800,000
Zimbabwe 11,365,000 25,000 15,000

Source: Gay$2002)

* L1 stands for speakers of English as their fesguage
* L2 stands for speakers of English as their sedandguage

4.0 CONCLUSION

In conclusion therefore, we can say that Englishrbt just jump into

its present world prominence. Historical, politicadconomic and
intellectual reasons have been responsible. Butnyay ask, what is the
future of English? Is it still going to remain a siblanguage in the next
one hundred years? Some scholars have tried toesugagswers by
trying to answer the question of what makes a laggua world

language (as we have discussed above) and whaideadresponsible
for the decline of previous world languages likeiha@r French.

Rather than decline, some scholars are optimistat £nglish will
develop a larger number of local varieties acrdes world because
presently, English has shifted from being a fordgmguage of many
countries to being a second language. And mor@leeare learning
English almost on a daily basis. In many countriesglish language
programmes are run in schools and institutionsigifidr learning. And
as it continues to serve as a main medium of iatenal
communication, it is likely to sustain greater naltintelligibility and
common standards. And because it encourages Wedéogenent of local
varieties, it may continue to act as a languagedentify for many
people across the world. Other factors such asbeunof young
speakers and the rate of urbanization in diffecenintries, the rate of
development in countries, such as literacy and &thrt provision, the
population of native speakers who are literate empable generating
intellectual resources in English must also be iclemed in order to be
sure that English will retain its present worldtssa
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5.0 SUMMARY

English is a world language today because of gtohical advantage as
a colonial language. And being the first languafythe USA, again due
to British influence, the rise in the status of twuntry as the world
leading economic power, has naturally promoted ghewth of the
language. English is the language of internati@me@mhmunication and
education; science and technology, and general ledge. It is also the
language of the United Nations, the language oftmffic control,
policing, advertising and entertainment.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss five (5) factors that are responsible fo growth of
English as a world language.

2. Do you think English will remain a world languagethe next 50
years?
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

We have already noted in Unit 3 of Module 4 that tise of the United
States of America as a world social and economwepas one of the
primary factors that gave the English languagepitssent status as a
world language. And the American English (AmE)ngeone of the
new mother tongue varieties that has had someeinéle on a number of
world Englishes, it is important to look more clysat its features.
First, you will be introduced to how English canseAmerica to begin
with and how it developed features that distingutsfiom the British
English (BrE).

2.0 OBJECTIVES
At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. narrate briefly the history of the American English
. describe the features of the AmE
. distinguish between the AmE and British EnglishEBr

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1  English in America

The first British expedition to America was in 158d by Walter
Raleigh. The explorers came from the west and efagingland and
landed in North Carolina, near Roanoke Island. Tin@ip of explorers
could not settle permanently there due to somelicon¥ith the native
Indian population. However they came back and esadly settled
permanently in 1607 at Chesapeake Bay and called #ettlement
Jamestown (after James 1). The area where theypectcthey named
Virginia (after the “virgin Queen” Elizabeth). Ssdmuent settlements
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followed. In 1620 some missionaries arrived buh@painable to reach
Virginia, they landed further north and settledvat is now known as
Plymouth, Massachusetts in New England. Both sedfds spread
rapidly and attracted other immigrants. Because thd different
linguistic backgrounds of these people, certairfed#inces in their
accents of the English language became glaring séktlers in Virginia
came from the west of England spoke their pecudiegzent with its
voicing of ‘r and‘s’ after vowels. So that in aond like ‘far’, the ‘r’
sounds. Those that settled in Massachusetts mwaidy from the east
of England and did not have this accent.

During the 1% century more immigrants, with English backgrounds
came to America and settled in places like Penasyédvand New York,
thus people speaking various varieties of Englisbalm to live side by
side. During this period too, slave trade flouedhand slaves were
transported from West Africa to the United Statad ¢he Caribbean.
The Englishes that developed among the slavesiwaigly pidgin, but
with their use as mother tongue following the bwfra new generation,
Creole developed. In the “i&entury there was a mass migration of
people from Ireland to America which started fro6®Q. Many of them
settled in the coastal areas of Philadelphia andthson part of
California. By the time of American independemtd 776 about 15%
of the population was Scot Irish. The accent #maerged is mostly
associated with the present-day American speech.

The Quest for Growth of the American English

The growth of English and literary culture in Anwiwas not as rapid
as it was in England. America was intellectualgpendent on Britain
and American presses were said to be printing ardighing mainly
British books and magazines. American scholarabdg feel that the
dearth of books by recognized American writers vegponsible for the
lack of lexical growth of the American English. dusands of new
words were being created all over America but tiveye not reaching
the wider population through literatures. So tksue of language
development which had preoccupied British intellats during the 18
century was to engage the attention of Americarolack in the 19
century. Noah Webster was one of such scholare wibte the
Dissertations on the English (178@nd proposed the institution of
“American Standard” and argued that as a newly ppddent nation,
America deserved an independent system, includinguage. Spelling
reform was to be a major step in this direction alshivould mark a
distinct American orthography. Webster himself diot implement a
radical spelling reform in hi&. Compendious Dictionary of the English
Language (1806) but it was a great achievement which tobk t
development of the American English to a new unitgwel. A vast
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variety of innovations began to appear in the eingrliterary works of
Americans of the 1®century. By 1860's the American spelling system
had become fully established. Not only in spellisgme grammatical
forms and vocabulary which could be identified #&sady American
began to emerge as well.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. Explain the process of the movement of Englisthe American
solil.

2. Discuss the contributions of Noah Webster todineelopment of
the American English.

3.2 Features of the American English

In order to properly see the extent of deviatiordifference from the
British English, we shall look at the uniqueness tbé AmE by
comparing it with the BrE. And we shall do thistla¢ levels of spelling,
vocabulary, grammar and pronunciation. The lisexdmples we shall
provide is in no wide exhaustive.

0] Differences in Spelling

AmE Brg

(or) (our)

color colour

favor favour

honor honour etc.
(dgmeny (dgement
acknowledgment acknowledgement
judgment judgement etc.
(0) (ou)

mold mould

smolder smoulder etc
(en) (re)

center centre

liter litre

theater theatre etc
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(€)

fetus
medieval
maneuver

(s9

defense
license
offense

(in)
indorse
insure

(single consonait

counselor
libelous
quarreling

(double consonan}s
fulfillment

installment
skillful
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(aelog
foetus
mediaeval

manoeuvre

e
defence
licence
offence

€en

endorse
ensure etc

(double consonanfs
counsellor
libellous
quarelling

(single consonait

fulfilment

instalement
skilful

Others Spelling Differences

Check
Draft
Gage
Mustache
Plow
Program
Story
Sulfur
Tire
Whisky

cheque
draught
gauge
moustache
plough
programme
storey
sulphur
tyre
whiskey etc.
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Differences in Vocabulary

AmE

Faucet
Muffler
Candy
Driver’s license
Generator
Zero

Line

To ring

Game
Soccer

Gas

Airplane
Casket
Cookie

Corn

Diaper
Drapes
Bookstore
Living room
Smock

Bill

Flash light
Headlamp
Candidature
Centennial
Cook

Racist, racism
Transportation

Differences in Grammar

AmE
I'll see you at the weekend

It's twenty after four

| haven’t seen her in ages
Monday through Friday
Sundays we go to church

| looked out the window

Half the cash goes for clothes
They live on Broad street

| moved toward the car

Do you have the time?

BrE
tap
silencer
sweets
driving license
dynamo
nought, nil
queue
to call
match
football
petrol
aeroplane
coffin
biscuit
maize
nappy
curtains
bookshop
sitting room
overall
bank note
touch tight
headlight
candidacy
centenary
cookery
racialist, racialism
transport etc.

BrE
I'll see you durihg t
weekend
it's twenty past four
| haven’t seen heades
Monday to Friday inclusive
On Sundays we go to bhurc
| looked out of the wivdo
Half the cash goeslothes
They live in Broad stre
| moved towards the car
Have you got the time?
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The house was burned down
It's a half hour

We shall see in the future

She is still in the hospital

The government is democratic

I'll go momentarily
| feel real good

Differences in Pronunciation

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The house was burnt down
It's half an hour
We shall see in future
She is still in hitap
The government are
democratic
I'll go in a moment
| feel really good etc.

ltem AmE BrE (RP)
Asthma ‘azma ‘asma
Chassis tf asi:s J asi:s

Clerk kbrk kla:k

Clique Klik Kli:k

Data deid da:b

Leisure iz ‘lezs

Medicine ‘medisin ‘medsin

Erase I'reis I'reiz

Missile ‘misol ‘misail
Lieutenant lu:'tennt lef'teront
Schedule ‘skedzi ‘[ edju:l

Z Zi: zed etc.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. Describe some features of American grammar.
2. Different between AmE spelling from BrE spelling

4.0 CONCLUSION

The Americans have established for themselves guige culture and
uniqueness that is peculiar to their environménis one mother tongue
variety of the English that has influenced otherietges including the
Canadian and the British English itself. Today AmE is noticeable in
many new Englishes in Asia, and Africa.

5.0 SUMMARY

English came to America in the 1 Zentury following the first British
settlement in Virginia in 1620. Some later groupsnded in
Massachusetts, Philadelphia, New York and somer qithets of the
United States. English was then established asdlomial language of
administration and social communication. Differesettlers with
different linguistic backgrounds also meant didtwerieties and accents
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of English. Pidgin and Creole developed in Cardvbéollowing the
transportation of black slaves to the new worldhisTwas the beginning
of new Englishes in the United States. Concern lifgguistic and
literary development was rather slow in America.itiAthe scholarly
efforts and writings of American scholars like No@febster, a new-
awakening for purely American linguistic identityas/born. America
had obtained its political independence in 177@, this new feeling and
hunger for a new nation aided the emergence of whatlay known as
American English. The uniqueness of the Americanety can be seen
in its distinct spelling, grammar, vocabulary amdrnunciation.

6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT
1. Compare and contrast between the American Englistlirsg
with that of the British.

2. Write at least fifteen (15) words that are Amerieand give their
British equivalents.

7.0 REFERENCES/FURTHER READINGS

Crystal (2002) The Cambridge Encyclopedia of English Languad®, 2
Ed. Cambridge: CUP.

Jenkins, J (2003)World Englishes: A Resource Book for Students.
London: Routledge.

Trudgil, P & Jean, H. (1982)nternational English.London: Edward
Arnold.
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UNIT 5 ENGLISH IN NIGERIA
CONTENTS

1.0 Introduction
2.0 Objectives
3.0 Main Content
3.1 How English Came to Nigeria
3.2 English in Nigeria Today
3.3 Varieties of the Nigerian English
4.0 Conclusion
5.0 Summary
6.0 Tutor-Marked Assignment
7.0 References/Further Readings

1.0 INTRODUCTION

You will agree with me that the English languageNigeria today no
longer functions as a colonial language. It iseath neutral language of
wider communication among the various ethnic groapg cultures in
Nigeria. And as the first official language, ashbeen the language of
political administration, law, education, commeraed industry etc.
Because of the multilingual and multicultural natuwf the Nigerian
society most Nigerian speakers of English operatignwa variety of the
Nigerian English as the language responds to facbthe environment
in which it finds itself. In this unit, we shaltibfly consider the history
of English in Nigeria,, the emergence of the NigeriEnglish and
varieties of English in Nigeria today.

2.0 OBJECTIVES

At the end of this unit, you should be able to:

. narrate briefly the history of English in Nigeria
. explain what is known as the ‘Nigerian English’
. describe the varieties of English in Nigeria.

3.0 MAIN CONTENT

3.1 How English Came to Nigeria

English did not come to Nigeria with colonialisnt; cGame before it.
Though the exact date was not recorded, histobafisve that English
was spoken in old Calabar as a result of abouty¢@@s of cultural and
trade contact with Europe. In h&hristian Missions in Nigerig1965)

Ajayi says that English was the only European lagguspoken by
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Calabar traders and that Hope Waddel did find ligeit journals of the
affairs of the region in English, as far back a67.7

Nigeria’s earliest contact with Europe particwatthe Portuguese was
in the 1%" century in places like Warri, Brass and Calabdpiigethe
slave trade. Communication between the nativesthadPortuguese
merchants was initially very difficult. The reswhs an emergence of a
Pidgin English which was a mixture of the indigesdanguage and the
Portuguese dialect of the English language. The palgin soon
became influential and eventually displaced Portsguas the language
of commerce. Further trade contacts with Engliskddrs and sea
captains made the Pidgin English the chief codsdde language of the
earliest times.

The coming of professional interpreters to Nigerg another
fundamental factor that implanted English in NigeriThe interpreters
or clerks were freed slaves from Monrovia and Feeat Since they
could speak English due to their many years in &mgjl USA and the
Caribbean, the abolition of the slave trade in daely 19" century
meant a new life for them. Many of them came toeXig to work as
clerks in government and interpreters between Eaograders and the
indigenous people. Some Nigerian freed slaveseetbwn also came
back to their original homes in Lagos, Badagry &h@¢okuta and this
meant a stronger influence of English in Nigeria.

The abolition of the slave trade in 1807-1808 intddn and United
States forced European slave traders to seek alivegnsource of trade
in the interiors taking the English language furtimo the rural areas. It
was already on record that Mungo Park in 1795 escad that River
Niger flowed eastwards and that trade was posbii@een the eastern
regions and the west.

Missionary activities also contributed to the ebshiing of English in

Nigeria. The coming of Rev. Thomas Freeman to Badegl842, Rev.
Hope Waddel of the Church of Scotland to Calabat846 and Rev.
Samuel Edgerly and others to Duke Town, Calab&t8®4 began the
phase of formal acquisition of English in Nigeridlhe missionaries
established schools and taught their converts andétrd English. The
Church Missionary Society (CMS) founded two schaolBadagry and
a station in Abeokuta in 1846. The Methodist Chufounded the
Methodist Boys High School, Lagos in 1876, while pdoWaddel

Institute, Calabar was established in 1895. Thst Christian mission
was also opened in Zaria in 1902. The English Lagguvas taught in
these schools. Samuel Edgerly and Townsend opéwefirst printing

press in Nigeria in 1852. Wherever the missionawest they taught
their converts in English, thus English became thaguage of
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civilization and Christianity. Christian educatiois therefore an
important medium through which Standard Englismegdiaccess to the
local population in the early f&entury.

British interest in Nigeria changed from mere comoia capitalism to
outright colonization in 1861 when Lagos was invchdad annexed as a
British colony. Subsequent consolidation of the tiBini colonial
administration in Nigerian in the years that follEdvempowered a more
organized education and emphasis in the learningngjlish. In fact
government grants to schools then depended layelyhe effective
learning and teaching of the English Language.pkReaho could write
and speak English enjoyed special privileges wathards to jobs and
social amenities by the colonial government. Einglianguage became
a passport to good living and everyone was invirifdrced to learn
and spread the language.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 1

1. How did English come to Nigeria?

2. What roles did the colonial administration piayestablishing
English in Nigeria?

3. Discuss the contributions of Christianity to tipéanting of
English in Nigeria.

3.2 English in Nigeria Today

The English language has become part of our sacidl cultural life.
And being a language that easily accommodates reeys of expressing
meaning, it has been pulled to different directibgsthe Nigerian user,
who must express meanings that are peculiarly NMiger Many times
English has had to assume what language scholiaftocal flavour” in
order to respond appropriately to the Nigerian aoenvironment and
multi cultures, especially when there are no Ehgliquivalents for local
thoughts. This has led to the development of tiigeefan variety of
English, known as “Nigerian English” (NE) — the Hely spoken in
Nigeria, by Nigerians and often for Nigerians. @dhin Adetugbo, a
foremost Nigerian Linguist says that NE is “therataf English spoken
by Nigerians, just as American English is that tgp&nglish spoken by
Americans.” So Nigerian English is one of the nemglishes that has
been truly integrated into our socio-cultural systand performs the
function of an official language.

There have been series of arguments among Nigénguists about

what really the features of NE are. But the arguintbat Nigerian
English is a pidgin variety or a non-standard wgrief the British
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English has been laid to rest, by simply identifyithe varieties of
English in Nigeria. This is discussed below.

One of the features of Nigerian English accordimgiriguists is that it
has restricted registers — you do not have mangtexg to choose from.
Secondly, it is ‘bookish” in the sense that itsidek forms and grammar
are the types you find in books — usually formiée Ithat of Indian
English (See Module 4 unit 2). But we can agrex these forms are
part of the influences of the f@entury English novels and also the fact
that most Nigerians acquire English from formalsstaom situations.
Certainly NE is not errors or non-standard Englidhat may people
see as “on-standard” in spoken Nigerian Englishef@mple are simply
the elements of transfer of some of the featurethefmother tongue
into English which is characteristic of most pripnachool leavers and a
few educated Nigerians. This brings us to the ttaat there is standard
Nigerian English and non-standard Nigerian Enghsicording to the
levels of education and experiences of the speakBedow are some
Adetugbo’s examples of Nigerian English expressions

NE BrE

0] | ride in a bus | ride on a bus

(i) I getdown from a bus | get off a bus

(i) 1 ask for a lift | hitch a ride

(iv)  Ask from the teacher Ask the teacher

(v) May I follow you home May | come home with you

(vi) 1 will escort you I'll see you off

(vii) My wife has taken in My wife is pregnant

(viii) He is not on seat He is not immediately
available

(ix)  Don’t move with bad people Don’t associatetwiiad
people

(x)  She reached here safely She got here safely

(xi) These are my invitees These are my guests

(xii)  This is my junior brother This is my youngerother etc.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 2

1. What is Nigerian English?
2. What functions does English language perfariNigeria today?

3.4 Varieties of English in Nigeria
We are using “varieties” in the context of thisdtuto mean “types”.

As we already mentioned in the preceding subsectraneties of a
language are bound to develop as long as therpeamele of different
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classes, levels of education, cultures, social exf@s and experiences
using the language. In Nigeria there are over 4D@uages spoken by
people of different cultures who have had to leand speak English.
Many of these people speak their mother tongudsoate and speak
English at work, school or places of business. s€hgeople belong to
the various social classes and use the brand disBrayailable to them.
Some of them are merely primary school leaversesattended just the
secondary school while some never attended anyokeéiaall. In the
type of English spoken by these people, it is maziommon to find some
element of mother tongue transfers to English, eeithn the
pronunciation of English words or in the choicenairds the people use.
Some of them simply ignore some rules of grammAdrthese gave rise
to the different varieties of English we have ing#lia today. Some
Nigerian linguists have identified some varieties Bnglish and
classified them in groups. We shall look at th{geclassifications by
three linguists. The first one is by Brosnaham wdentified four
varieties of English in Nigeria.

0] The variety spoken by people with no formal edwsgti.e. the
pidgin English

(i)  The variety spoken by people with only primary eation

(i)  The variety spoken by secondary school leavers;iwisi marked
by some great deal of fluency.

(iv)  The variety spoken by people with university orthegucation

The next one is by Ayo Banjo. He also identifiedrfearieties namely:

0] The variety spoken by semi-illiterate Nigerians ahdse with
elementary school education

(i)  The variety characterized by fewer negative trassfBom
mother tongue, intelligible to the great majoritydais accepted
locally but lacks international intelligibility.

(i)  The variety spoken by secondary school leaverss Thiboth
nationally and internationally intelligible but hasrror in
pronunciations.

(iv) The variety close to the standard British acceritis Tvariety
carries higher international acceptance but islipcajected as
fake or foreign.

Last is the classification by Mobolaji Adekunle. e Hdentified three
varieties.

0] The Near-Native variety — the variety by well-ediech

Nigerians, which is almost the same as the Bri&hndard
English
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(i)  The Local Colour Variety - the “Nigerianised” vayeof English
that reflects the Nigerian environment - its locaistoms and
cultures.

(i)  The Incipient Bilingual Variety — this is charadsd by
deviations from English grammatical structures, snaharked by
translations of the native language. It is venyselto the Pidgin
English.

All these linguists and many others we have nonlkegle to mention,
agree that varieties of English exist in Nigeriayou look at the groups
carefully you will discover that you can easily mié&y some members of
one group in another group, based on speakers’gbagkds and
education.

SELF ASSESSMENT EXERCISE 3

1. Identify three varieties of English in Nigeria.

2. Compare Adekunle’s group of varieties with tb&tBanjo. Are
there any similarities?

3. What variety do you think you speak?

4.0 CONCLUSION

We can conclude that English language has coméaiois Nigeria.
And as a neutral language of communication thadddges the
communication gap between people of the Nigeriaiti+inmgual and
multi-ethnic groups, it is likely to continue to agl this role in
generations to come. The different varieties weafeEnglish today, is
expected because language is naturally sensitiits gnvironment and
socio-cultural context.

5.0 SUMMARY

English came to Nigeria many years before the $ritwolonial rule,

through trade contacts between Europe and West cbadrica. Other

factors include the abolition of slave trade and tontributions of
professional interpreters, missionary activitiesl aolonialism. As an
official language of Nigeria ahead of French, ammctions as the
neutral language of communication, it has develdpedl colours that
identify the Nigerian English. It has also develdparieties that explain
the nature of its new home, as well as the socidleducational levels
of the Nigerian users.
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6.0 TUTOR-MARKED ASSIGNMENT

1. Discuss the factors that gave rise to the plantihgnglish in
Nigeria.

2. What is Nigerian English? Identify some varietidsEmglish in
Nigeria.
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