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Summary

Kino watchedwiththedetachmentofGodwhileadustyantfranticallytriedtoescapethesand

trap.

Justbeforesunrisesometimearound 1900,aMexican-IndianpearldivernamedKinoawakens

tothesoundofcrowingroosters.HelivesnearthevillageofLaPaz,onthePacificcoastofthe

BajaPeninsula.Hewatchesthedaydawningthroughthecrackofthedoortohishouse,which

ismadeofbrush—bundlesofstrawfastenedtogethertoformwallsandaroof.Hethenlooks

toamakeshiftcradle,akindofboxhangingfromtheroofofthehut,wherehisinfantson,

Coyotito,sleeps.Finally,stillrestingonthemat,Kinoturnshisgazetotheopeneyesofhis

wife, Juana.ShelooksbackatKinoasshealwaysdoesintheearlymorning.Hearingthewaves

rollinguponthenearbybeach,Kinocloseshiseyesagaintolistentothesoundofanoldsong

inhishead.

JuanarisestocheckonCoyotitoandstartsafire.Kinoalsorises,wrappinghimselfinablanket

andslidingintohissandals.Outside,heregardstheclimbingsunandthehoveringcloudsas

Juanapreparesbreakfast.Inthecompanyofagoatandadog,Kinostares“withthe

detachmentofGod”atagroupofindustriousantsunderfoot.Behindhim,KinohearsJuana

singingandnursingCoyotito.Hersongissimple,anditmovesKinotocontemplation.

Astherestoftheneighborhoodstirs,KinogoesbackinsidethehouseandfindsJuanafixingher

hair.Astheyeattheirsimplebreakfast,thereisnospeechbetweenthembeyondacontented

sighfromKino.ArayoflightshinesonCoyotito’shangingbox,revealingascorpioncrawling

downtheropetowardthechild.Terrified,Juanarecitesacharmandaprayertoprotect

Coyotito,whileKinomovesforwardtocapturethescorpion.

Coyotitospotsthescorpionontherope,laughs,andreachesuptograbit.Justthen,positioned

infrontofthehangingbox,Kinofreezes,slowlystretchingouthishandtowardthescorpion.



WhenCoyotitoshakestheropeofthehangingbox,thescorpionfalls,landsonhisshoulder,

andstingshim.Kinoimmediatelyseizesthecreatureandcrushesitinhisgrasp,beatingitto

deathonthefloorforgoodmeasure.Kino’sretributiondoesnogood,though,andCoyotito

screamswithpain.

JuanagrabsCoyotitoatonceandattemptstosuckthevenomoutofhisfesteringwound.The

child’swailingsummonsseveralneighborstoKino’sdoorstep,includingKino’sbrother,Juan

Tomás,andJuanTomás’swife,Apolonia.AsCoyotito’scriesdiminishintomoans,Juanaasks

Kinotosummonthedoctor.Sucharequestsurprisestheneighborssincethedoctorhasnever

visitedthepoorclusterofbrushhouses.(ThedoctorbelongstothesocialclassoftheSpanish

colonistsoftheregion,aclassfarabovethatofpoornativessuchasKinoandJuana.)When

KinoexpressesdoubtthatthedoctorwillcometoCoyotito,JuanaresolvestotakeCoyotitoto

thedoctor.KinoandJuanasetoutforthecenteroftown,theirneighborstrailingbehindthem.

Nearthecenteroftown,morepeoplefollow,curioustoseetheoutcomeofapoorman’splea

toarichdoctor.Arrivingatthedoctor’shouse,Kinoknocksatthegate.Hebothfearsand

resentsthedoctor,apowerfulmannotofhisownpeople.Presently,thegateopenstoreveal

oneofKino’sownpeople,employedinthedoctor’sservice.Kinoexplainsthedetailsof

Coyotito’sinjuryinhisnativetongue;themanignoresKino’suseofthenativelanguageand

respondsinSpanish.HetellsKinotowaitwhilehegoestospeakwiththedoctor.

Indoors,thedoctorsitsupinbed,surroundedbyluxuries.Hefeastsonbiscuitsandhot

chocolateandthinksnostalgicallyofParis.Whentheservantinterruptsthedoctor’sreverieto

announceKino’svisit,thedoctorbitterlydemandstoknowifKinohasmoneytopayforthe

treatment.Kinogivestheservanteightsmallpearls,butsoontheservantreturnstoKinowith

them,explainingthatthedoctorhasbeencalledouttoattendtoaseriouscase.Withthis

dismissal,theprocessionbreaksup,leavingKinofuriousandashamed.Standinginshockin

frontoftheclosedgate,Kinostrikesoutinanger,smashinghisfistintothebarrierand

bloodyinghisknuckles.

Analysis



Asitsshort,simplesentencesandheavilysymbolicmoralovertonesmakeevident, ThePearl is

basedontheformofbiblicalparable,andthesimplenaturalbeautyoftheopeningscene

recallsthebeautyandinnocenceoftheGardenofEdenbeforeAdamandEve’sfall.Thoughthe

comparisonisnotmadeexplicitly,itisneverthelessanaptone—likeAdamandEve,Kinoand

Juanamakechoiceslaterinthestorythatcausethemtolosetheirinnocenceandforcethemto

leavetheirparadiseforthehardshipsofthewiderworld.Theclusterofbrushhousesbythe

seawhereKinoandJuanalivefunctionsasakindofparadise,inwhichmanandwomanlive

togetherinastateofnature.Steinbeckfocusesonthefamily’srusticsimplicityandonits

reverenceforahigherpower.Steinbeckusesrepetitiouslanguage,whichevokestheBibleand

otherreligiousliterature,tounderscorethefamily’sspirituality.Thisscripturalstructureis

especiallyevidentinSteinbeck’sfrequentuseoftheword“and”todrivethenarrative:“Anda

goatcamenearandsniffedathim”;“Andtherhythmofthefamilysongwasthegrinding

stone”;“Andhedrankalittlepulqueandthatwasbreakfast.”

Kino’sknowledgeoftheworldisnotexpansive,buthisstoreoftraditionalsongsandhis

contented,familiarmannerofsurveyinghismeagerterritoryshowthatheisintimately

acquaintedwitheveryaspectoftheexistenceheknows.Kinofrequentlyhearstraditionalsongs

inhisheadthatexpresshismoodorhissenseofhisenvironment—whenheiscontentathome

inthischapter,hehearsthesoothingrhythmsoftheSongoftheFamily,forinstance,butwhen

heisintroublelaterinthenovellahehearsthealarmingSongofDanger.Kino’sinner

soundtrackhighlights ThePearl’soriginalconceptionasafilmproject—theaudiencewould

actuallyhaveheardthesesongsandexperiencedthemasrecurringmotifs.Italsopointstothe

oralnatureofKino’sculture,inwhichsongsarepasseddownfromgenerationtogeneration

andassumesuchapositionofpsychologicalimportancethattheyactuallyprovideaninternal

contextwithoutwhichKinoisunabletointerprethisownfeelings.

SteinbeckseemstosuggestthattheimminentdisruptionofKino’sEden,liketheharmonythat

precedesit,istheworkofadivinepower.LikeKino,whoobservestheantsasthoughhewerea

detachedGod,theGodwatchingoverKino—andindeedallhumanityinthetext—shows

indifferencetothecruelcombinationofsuccessesandfailuresthatpeopleencounter.AsKino

surveysthesurroundingsofhisbrushhouse,wilddovesflyandruffledroostersfight,

symbolizingthewaygoodandevilhaphazardlycommingle.

ThescorpionthatbringsterrorintoKino’shouseholdrepresentstheworkofadivineagent.In

Christianliterature,scorpionstraditionallysymbolizeevil,andthestreakofsunlightthatfallson



thescorpionasitrestsonthehangingboxropeseemsaheavenlyspotlight,settingthedrama

inmotion.WiththeSongofEvildrowningouttheSongofFamily,Kinomusttakecontrolofhis

family’sdestinyafterthisunkindtwistoffate.

Steinbeck’swritingevincescontemptforthetowndoctor,whosurroundshimselfwiththe

vulgartrappingsofEuropean“civilizedliving.”ToSteinbeck,thedoctor’snotionofcivilizationis

utterlymaterialisticanddevoidofthecomplexspiritualitysointegraltoKinoandJuana’slife.

Nevertheless,thedoctor’sbarbaricbeliefsholdswayinthiscolonialcontext,andthedivide

betweenrichandpoorseemsraciallyandinflexiblydefined.

Thedoctor’sservant,asanativeemployedbyacolonial,demonstratesthedividebetweenthe

worldofthedoctorthatofKinoandJuana.TheservantisoverlyofficialandspeaksSpanish

whenreceivingKinoandJuana,underscoringthesocialdifferencesbetweenKinoandthe

doctor.Hedoes,however,reverttotheirnativelanguageinamoresympatheticmoment.

Whiletheservantpossessesthecapacitytomove—linguisticallyandotherwise—betweentwo

disparateworlds,thecolonialdoctorpossessesneitherthelinguisticabilitynorthedesiretodo

so.ThoughKinodesirestocrossbetweenthetwoworldstoo,heisunabletodoso.This

powerlessnessrendershisindignationatthedoctor’srefusaltotreatCoyotitoirrelevant,since

hehasnoproductivemeanstoexpressthisindignation.

PlotAnalysisThepearl:chapter2

Chapter2

Summary

Butthepearlswereaccidents,andthefindingofonewasluck,alittlepatonthebackbyGodor

thegodsorboth.



Ontheshoresoftheestuary,asetofblueandwhitecanoessitsinthesand.Crabsandlobsters

pokeoutfromtheirholes,andalgaeandseahorsesdriftaimlesslyinthenearbycurrents.Dogs

andpigsscavengetheshorelineforseadriftinthehazymorning.Amidthis

scene, Kino and Juana walkdownthebeachtoKino’scanoe.Theyaregoingtosearchforpearls,

desperatelyhopingtofindapearlofsufficientvaluetopersuadethedoctortotreatthe

poisonedCoyotito.

Thecanoe,anheirloompasseddowntoKinofromhispaternalgrandfather,isKino’ssoleasset

intheworld.Kinolayshisblanketinitsbow.JuanarestsCoyotitoupontheblanketandplaces

hershawloverhimtoprotecthimfromthesun.Shethenwadesintothewaterandcollects

someseaweed,whichsheappliesgentlytoCoyotito’swound.

KinoandJuanaslidethecanoeintothewater,Juanaclimbsin,andKinopushestheboataway

fromshore.OnceKinoboards,thetwobeginpaddlingouttoseainsearchofpearls.Inashort

time,theycomeuponothercanoes,whichhaveclusteredaroundthenearestoysterbed.Kino

makesadivetocollectoysters,whileJuanastaysinthecanoe,prayingforluck.Hestaysunder

waterforovertwominutes,gatheringthelargestshells,includingoneespeciallyenormous

oysterthathasa“ghostlygleam.”

Climbingbackintothecanoe,Kinoisreluctanttoexaminethelargestoysterfirst.After

halfheartedlypawingatasmallerone,eagernessovercomeshim,andJuanasoftlyurgeshimto

opentheprizecatch.Kinocutstheshellopentorevealthebiggestpearlthateitherofthemhas

everseen.Nearlybreathless,JuanashrieksinastonishmenttofindthatCoyotito’swoundhas

improvedinthepresenceofthegreatpearl.Kino,overcomewithemotion,tenseshisentire

bodyandletsoutaresoundingyell.Startledbythisunexpecteddisplay,theothercanoes

quicklyracetowardKinoandJuanatouncoverthesourceofthecommotion.

Analysis

ThePearl:Plotanalysis.



Chapter3

Summary

Mysonwillreadandopenthebooks...hewillknowandthroughhimwewillknow....Thisis

whatthepearlwilldo.

Wordof Kino’sdiscoverytravelsquickly.EvenbeforeKinoreturnstohisbrushhouse,everyone

intownknowsthathehasfound“thePearloftheWorld.”Throughouttown,peopleofevery

class—fromthebeggartothebusinessmantothepriest—dreamofhowKino’spearlcanhelp

them.Likeeveryoneelse,thedoctorwhoturnedKinoawaydesiresthepearl.

Ignorantofothers’jealousy,Kinoand Juana delightintheirgoodfortune,invitingfamilyand

friendstosharetheirjoyintheirnewfoundtreasure.WhenJuanTomásasksKinowhathewill

dowithhiswealth,Kinodetailshisplans:apropermarriageinthechurch,newclothingforthe

family,aharpoon,andarifle,amongotherthings.Kino’snewboldnessamazesJuana,

especiallywhenheexpresseshisdesireforCoyotitotobesenttoschoolandeducated.Kino

himselfissurprisedsomewhatbyhisownresolutestatement,andalloftheneighborsstareat

themightypearlwithamixtureofhopeandfearattheenormouschangesthatlieahead.

Asduskapproaches,Juanarevivesthefire,andtheneighborsoverstaytheirwelcome.Near

dark,thepriestcomestodeliverabenediction.Oncehehasblessedthehousehold,heasksto

seethepearl.Dazzled,thepriestimploresKinotorememberthechurchinhisnewprosperity.

Juanaannouncestheirintentiontobemarriedinthechurch,andthepriestleavesthemwitha

kindword.AsenseofevilovercomesKinointhewakeofthepriest’svisit.



Theneighborsdispersetotheirownsuppers,andJuanabeginstoprepareamealofbaked

beans.Kinohuddlesbeneathablanketinthecoldnight,keepingthepearlclosetohisbody.

Plaguedwithcontinuedillfeeling,Kinomeditatesontheformersecurityofhisfamily,andon

themenacinguncertaintyintowhichtheirnewfoundfortunehascastthem.

Fromthedoorofhisbrushhouse,Kinowatchestwomenapproach.Thefiguresprovetobethe

doctorandhisservant,whohavecometoexamineCoyotito’swound.Kinobrusquelydismisses

thedoctor’sattentions,butwhenthedoctormakesasinisterinsinuationaboutthelingering

potentialforinfection,Kinorelentsandallowshimtoenter.Juanaisextremelysuspiciousof

thedoctor,butKinoreassuresher.WhenthedoctorexaminesCoyotito,hecontendsthathe

hasfoundevidenceofcomplicationsandproducesacapsuleofmedicationthatheproceedsto

administer.Claimingthatthepoisonwillstrikewithinanhourandthatthemedicinemayprove

lifesaving,thedoctordeclaresthathewillreturninanhourtocheckonCoyotito’sprogress.

AsJuanastaresatCoyotitowithconcern,Kinorealizesthathehasbeencarelessinnotguarding

thepearl.Withoutdelay,hewrapsthepearlinarag,digsahole,andburiesthepearlina

cornerofthebrushhouse,concealingthehidingplacefromview.AsKinoeatshissupper,a

smallblackpuppylingersinthedoorwayandshakesitstailnervously.Afterward,Juanaalerts

KinothatCoyotito’sconditionisgrowingworse,andshesingssoothinglyinanefforttocomfort

thebaby.WhenCoyotitobecomesvisiblyill,anevilfeelingfillsKinoonceagain.

Theneighborslearnquicklyofthedoctor’svisitandCoyotito’ssubsequentdecline,andthey

reconveneatKino’shousetoprovidesupport.Thedoctorreappears,andaswiftlyadministered

potionsetsCoyotitotorest.ThedoctorinnocuouslyaskswhenKinomightbeabletopayhim.

Kinoexplainsthatoncehehassoldhismostvaluablepearlhewillbeabletopay.

Feigningignoranceaboutthepearl,thedoctorofferstokeepitinhissafe,butKinodeclinesthe

offer,explainingthatheintendstosellthepearlinthemorning.Thedoctorexpressesconcern

thatthepearlmightbestolen,andKinoinadvertentlyglanceswithfearatthecornerwherethe

pearlisburied.Later,whenthedoctorandneighborsdepartanditistimetosleep,Kinopaces

aboutthehouseanxiously,listeningvigilantlyforthreateningnoises.Inafitofprecaution,he

digsupthepearlandreburiesitbeneathhissleepingmat.Finally,Kino,Juana,andCoyotitocurl



uptogetheronthematandattempttosleeppeacefully.

Atfirst,KinodreamsofCoyotito’sfuturesuccess,buttheevilfeelingreturnsandquickly

overtakeshim.Hestirsrestlessly,wakingJuana.Hewakesandhearsanintruderinthehouse,

coweringandscratchinginthecorner,clearlyinsearchofthepearl.Grabbinghisknife,Kino

leapsintothecornerandstruggleswiththeintruder,stabbingathimwildly.Afteraviolent

scuffle,theintruderflees,leavingKinobloodiedasJuanacallsouttohiminterror.Regaining

hersenses,sheswiftlypreparesasalveforKino’sbruisedforehead.

AsshetendsKino’swounds,Juanarailsagainstthepearl,callingitanevilplagueuponthem.

Kinoremainsadamantaboutthepearl’svirtue,insistingthatitwillbetheirroadtosalvation.

Juanadisagrees,declaringthatitwilldestroytheirentirefamily.AsKinohushesher,henotices

aspotofbloodonhisknife,whichheremoves.Withdawnapproaching,hesettlesdownto

lookathispearl.Initsluminescence,Kinoseeshisfamily’schanceforthefuture,andsmiles.

Juanasmileswithhim,andtheymeetthedaywithhope.

*Analysis*

Though ThePearl’snarrativeseemstosuggestthatgreedisthefirststeptodestruction,inthis

chapterSteinbeckfocusesnotongreedbutonambition—Kino’sdesiretousethewealth

offeredbythepearltobetterhislifeandthelifeofhisfamily.Steinbeckportraysthiskindof

benevolentdesireforadvancementasatraituniquetohumanity,onethathasmade

humankindsuperiortoallanimals.Kino’sneighborshavetroublefiguringwhetherKino’s

ambitionwillbringhimsuccessorsuffering.Theytooareintoxicatedbytheawe-inspiring

prospectofKinoowningarifleorCoyotitoreceivinganeducation,butthesepropositionsareso

farremovedfromtheirsenseofwhatispossiblethattheyreacttothemwithanatural

suspicion.Theneighborsareonlyabletothinkaboutthepearlintermsoftheirpreexisting

narratives.Becausetheyhaveanancientlegendaboutagreat“PearlThatMightBe,”they

believethatthatlegendhascometofruitioninKino’spearl,whichtheydubthe“Pearlofthe

World.”TheydonotconceiveofthepearlassimplyavaluableluckybreakforKino;forthem,

thepearlhasdeepmoralandspiritualsignificance.Byrelatingthestoriestheneighborstrade,

Steinbeckshowshowthehumanmindturnsrealexperienceintoparablethroughtheactof

storytelling.



Forus,theneighbors’suspicionofKino’sgoodfortuneseemsjustified,basedonSteinbeck’s

tentativetoneandonhisremarksthatthegodsdisregardmen’splansandonlyallowmen

successifitcomesbyaccident.Steinbeckassertsthatwhenhumanagencyactuallydoesbring

aboutsuccess(throughtheexerciseofabenevolentambitionlikeKino’s,forexample),“the

godstaketheirrevengeonaman.”Inthisway,Steinbeckcompletelynegatesthevaluesystem

oftheAmericandream.Hardworkandopennesstoopportunity,themaincomponentsofthe

traditionalAmericandream,aremeaninglessinamalevolentuniverseinwhich“thegods”

conspireagainsteveryindividual’sdesiretoimprovehisorherlotinlife.

Becausehispearlisworthsomuchmoney,Kinobelievesitoffershimachancetorealizehis

ambitiousdreamsandfreehimselffromtheshacklesofcolonialism.ButwhatkeepsKinofrom

fulfillinghisambitionsishislackofknowledge.Kinomaybeabletopaythedoctortohealhis

son,butheisignorantastowhetherheismakingtherightchoice—perhapsthedoctorisin

factpoisoninghisson.Kinoiswellawareofhispredicament,andhisdesireforhissontoobtain

aneducationshowsKino’srecognitionthateducationprovidestheonlypossibleescapefrom

colonialoppression.Butinhissingle-mindedpursuitofsuccessandwealthforhisson,Kino

abandonsthenurturingaspectsofhisfatherlyduty.KinoleavesJuanaalonetocareforthe

ailingCoyotitowhilehe,Kino,focuseshisattentionsonfindingaplacetoconcealthepearl.

AsKinoshiftshisfocustoprovidingforhissoninmaterialratherthanemotionalways,he

makesacorrespondingshiftfrompeacefulcoexistenceinhisvillagetoviolent,paranoid

suspicionofhisneighbors.NowthatKinohasacquiredwealth,heisobligatedtodefendthat

wealthfrompotentialusurpers.Ultimately,thisshiftinpreoccupationdemonstratesthat

wealthhasadehumanizingeffectonthosewhopossessit,suchasthedoctorandKino,andon

thosewhodesireit,suchastheintruderwhocomestostealthepearl.Theintruderisdescribed

invague,inhumantermsthatportrayhimasanunidentifiablemassofclothing.Kinoeven

referstohimas“thething,”asthoughhewereaplaguesentagainstKinoratherthananother

humanbeing.Atthispointinthestory,however,onlyJuanaseemstorecognizethatthepearl

isanevilinstrumentthatwillbringherfamilypainandheartache.

Thepearl:Chapter4PlotAnalysis

Summary



WordspreadsthroughoutthetownofLaPazthat Kino willbesellinghisgreatpearl.Thepearl

buyersareespeciallyexcited,andthepearlfishersabandontheirworkforthedaytowitness

thetransaction.Overbreakfastthatmorning,thebrush-houseneighborhoodteemswith

speculationandopinion.Kino, Juana,andCoyotitoweartheirbestclothesfortheoccasion,and

Kinodonshishatwithcare,anxioustoappearaserious,vigorousmanoftheworld.

AsKinoandJuanasetoutfromtheirbrushhouse,theneighborsfallinlinebehindthem.Juan

TomáswalksatthefrontwithKinoandexpresseshisconcernthatKinomaybecheated,asKino

hasnostandardoftruecomparisontoknowwhathispearlisworth.Kinoacknowledgesthis

problembutaddsthattheyhavenowayofsolvingit.JuanTomástellsKinothatanother

systemofpearl-sellingusedtoexistbeforeKinowasborn.Pearlerswouldgivetheirpearlsto

agentsforsaleinthecapital,butasaresultoftherampantcorruptionofpearlagentswho

stolethepearlsmeantforsale,theoldsystemisnolongerinplace.Kinopointsoutthat

accordingtothechurch,suchasystemmustfail,asitrepresentsavaineffortonthepartofthe

pearlerstoexceedtheirstationinlife.

KinoandJuanTomáswalkoninsilenceintothecity,drawingstaresfromassembledonlookers.

AsKino,JuanTomás,andtheattendingcrowdapproach,thepearldealersscrambletoputtheir

officesinorder,hidingtheirlittlepearlsandpreparingtomakeoffers.Thefirstdealerisashort,

slickmanwhonervouslyrollsacoinbackandforthinhishand.Heexplainsafteracareful

examinationthatthepearlisworthlessbecauseofitsabnormallylargesize.Declaringitmore

ofamuseumcuriositythanamarketcommodity,thedealermakesanoffhandbidofone

thousandpesos.

Kinoreactsangrilytothislowballofferandinsiststhatthepearlisworthfiftytimesthatmuch.

ThedealerfirmlyassertsthathisisanaccurateappraisalandinvitesKinotoseekoutasecond

opinion.Kino’sneighborsstiruneasily,wonderinghowKinocanrejectsuchalargesumof

moneyandwonderingwhetherheisbeingfoolishandheadstrongbydemandingmore.

Presently,threenewdealersarrivetoexaminethepearl,andtheinitialdealerinvitesthemto

makeindependentappraisals.

Thefirsttwodealersrejectthepearlasamereoddity,andthethirddealermakesafeebleoffer

offivehundredpesos.Uponhearingthisnews,Kinoquicklyremovesthepearlfrom



consideration.Ashedoesso,theinitialdealer,unfazedbythelowerbid,insiststhathisofferof

onethousandpesosstillstands.Protestingthathehasbeencheated,Kinoannouncesaplanto

sellhispearlinthecapitalcity.Hisoutburstraisesthebidtofifteenhundredpesos,butKino

willhavenoneofit.Hefiercelypusheshiswayoutofthecrowdandstartsthelongwalkhome

asJuanatrailsafterhim.

Atsupper,Kino’sneighborsdebatetheday’sevents.Somesuggestthatthedealers’appraisals

werefair,whileothersthinkthatKinoisthevictimofascam.Somethinkheshouldhave

settledforthefinalofferoffifteenhundredpesos;otherspraiseKino’sbraveryforinsistingon

hisownterms.

Meanwhile,inhisbrushhouse,Kinohasburiedthepearlunderhissleepingmat.Hesits

brooding,nervousabouthisupcomingjourneytothefarawaycapital.Juanawatcheshimwhile

shenursesCoyotitoandpreparessupper.JuanTomásthenenterstotrytowarnKinoofthe

dangersinvolvedingoingtothecapital,butKinoisadamantaboutsellinghispearltosecurea

betterfutureforhisson.UnabletoconvinceKinotoheedhiswarning,JuanTomásreturns

home.

ThatnightKinogoeswithoutsupper.Hesitsawaketoprotectthepearlandcontinuestopore

overthedetailsofhisproblem.Juanakeepsherownsilentvigil,intendingtosupportKinowith

hercompany.Suddenly,Kinosensesanevilpresence.Herises,feelingfortheknifeunderhis

shirt,andmovestowardthedoorwayasJuanastiflesadesiretorestrainhim.Fromthe

darkness,amanassaultsKino,andastruggleensues.BythetimeJuanareachesthefray,the

attackerhasfled.Bloodiedandcutandwithhisclothestorn,Kinoliessprawledontheground,

onlyhalfconscious.

Withoutdelay,JuanahelpsKinoinsidetocareforhiswounds.Kinoadmitsthatinthedarkhe

wasunabletotellwhoattackedhim.AfterJuanawashesouthislastcut,shebegshimin

desperationtodiscardtheevilpearl.But,morefiercelythanever,Kinoinsiststhattheymust

capitalizeontheirgoodfortune.Heexplainsthatinthemorningtheywillsetoutinthecanoe

forthecapital.Juanadutifullysubmitstoherhusband’splan,andtheybothgotosleep.



*Analysis*

LikeChapter 3,Chapter 4 openswithacommentbythenarratoraboutthetown—“Itis

wonderfulthewayalittletownkeepstrackofitselfandofallitsunits.”Steinbeckgoesonto

portraythetownasanall-powerfulunit,fullofmenwhoworktogethertosuppressthedeviant

elementsintheirmidst.Steinbeckemphasizesthatsocietyshapesanindividual’sfateasmuch

asdivinityoranyotherforce.Intheuniverseof ThePearl, thegodsasserttheirinfluenceon

humansthroughchanceandaccident,butsocietyassertsanequalinfluencethrough

forces—suchasgreedandviolence—thatemanatefromhumandrives.Bothhumanwilland

thegodsshapeKino’sfateinSteinbeck’sparable:anaccidentenablesKinotofindthepearl,

andgreedandambitionleadtohisdownfall.

Thenarratorsaysthatpeacecanbeachievedinthetownonlyifnoonedeviatesfromnormal,

expectedbehavior,implyingthattownsarealmostlikeminiatureauthoritarianstates.Itis

ironicthatSteinbecknamesthetownin ThePearl LaPaz,whichmeans“peace”inSpanish.The

town’scapitalistcartelwagesconstantwarwithallchallengers,andbypossessingagreatpearl,

Kinomakeshimselfatargetfortheracketofpearlbuyersthathasevolvedovertime.Behind

thescenes,onemandetermineshowmuchthebuyersshouldofferforeachpearl,thereby

profitingshamelesslywhileremainingoutofthereachofaccusation.Anindividualsellinga

pearlthereforehasnoalternativebuttocomplywiththissystemor,despitethedifficultyof

doingso,trytocircumventit.

Kino’scommenttoJuanTomásthattheoldsystemofpearlsellingwas“againstreligion”

highlightsthewaytheCatholicchurchpreservedexistingsocialhierarchiesandgrossdisparities

inwealthbycautioningitsfollowersabouttherelativeunimportanceandevendangerofthe

materialworld.ThenarratoraddsthatthenativesofMexicohaveenduredthispositionatthe

bottomofthesocialhierarchy,includingitsabsoluteandtotalexploitationofbothfinancialand

moralterms,forthefourhundredyearssincethefirstEuropeansarrived.

ThethieflikepearldealersKinoencounterslacknames,charactercomplexity,and

emotion—theyseemtolackhumanity.Aprofitmargindictatestheirentireexistence,andtheir

livelihoodsdependuponunderhandeddeals,assymbolizedbythefactthatthefirstdealer

spendsallhistimesecretlypracticingacointrickbeneathhisdesk.Whenoneneighborasksif



thedealersconspiredinadvanceregardingthepriceofthepearl,anotherneighborresponds,

“Ifthatisso,thenallofushavebeencheatedallofourlives.”Itisalmostasthoughsucha

possibilityistoohorribletoforthenativestoface.Instead,everyonechoosestoignorethe

legitimacyofthesuggestion,andmostofthevillagersridiculeKino’sdefianceofthedealers.

WhilewesympathizewithKino’sdesiretobreakfreefromoppression(asJuanTomásrealizes,

Kino’sambitionpitshimagainstanentireestablishedstructureofbusiness,church,and

empire),Kino’streatmentofJuanalessensoursympathyforhimsomewhat.Juanafindsherself

subjectedtoKino’swhimsjustasheissubjectedtothecolonists’whims.Shehasnoroleinthe

businessprocess,andKinoneverconsultsheraboutthepropercourseofactionwithregardto

thepearl.WhenJuanafinallyvolunteersherintuitionthatthepearlisevilandwillruinthem,

Kinorefusestolisten,assuringherwiththesimpledeclaration“Iamaman.”Juanahasno

recourse.Kino’srefusaltoacknowledgehiswife’sbetterjudgmentparallelsthecolonial

suppressionofthenative’sintuitiveknowledgeof“thingsofthespirit.”

Thepearl:plotanalysis

Asalatemoonrisesoutside,nearbymotionrouses Kino fromhissleep.Inthepalelight,heis

barelyabletodiscern Juana,whomovestowardthefireplace,quietlygathersthepearl,and

sneaksoutintothenight.Kinostealthilyfollowsherassheheadstowardtheshore.Whenshe

hearshiminpursuit,Juanabreaksintoarun,butKinoapprehendsherjustassheispreparing

tohurlthepearlintothewater.Grabbingthepearlfromher,hepunchesherinthefaceand

kicksherinthesidewhenshefallsdown.AsKinohoversoverJuana,thewavesbreakuponher

crumpledbody.Hehissesmenacinglyaboveher,thenturnsindisgustandleavesherwithouta

word.

AsKinomakeshiswayupthebeach,agroupofmenassaultshim.Kinostrugglesviolentlyas

theypawandprodathim.AsKinodriveshisknifeintooneofhisattackers,themenknockthe

pearlfromhisgrasp.Meanwhile,somedistanceawayfromthefight,Juanagetsuponher

kneesandbeginstomakeherwayhome.Climbingthroughthebrush,sheseesthepearllying

inthepath.Shepicksitupandconsidersreturningtotheseatodiscardthepearlonceandfor

all.



Atthismoment,Juanaspiestwodarkfigureslyingintheroadandrecognizesoneofthemas

Kino.Inthenextinstant,JuanarealizesthatKinohaskilledthemanslumpedbyhisside.Juana

dragsthedeadbodyintothebrushandthenhelpsKino,whomoansaboutlosinghispearl.

Juanasilenceshimbyshowinghimthepearlandexplainsthattheymustfleeimmediately

becauseKinohascommittedahorriblecrime.Kinoproteststhatheactedinself-defense,but

Juanaarguesthathisalibiwon’tmatteratalltotheauthorities.KinorealizesthatJuanaisright,

andtheyresolvetoflee.

WhileJuanarunsbacktothebrushhousetograbCoyotito,Kinoreturnstothebeachtoready

hiscanoefortheescape.Hefindsthatsomeonehaspunchedalargeholeintheboat’sbottom.

Filledwithsorrowandrage,hequicklyscramblesbacktohisbrushhouse,momentsbefore

dawn.Ashearrivesinthevicinityoftheneighborhood,henoticesflamesandrealizesthathis

houseisburning.Asherunstowardthefire,JuanameetshimwithCoyotitoinherarms.She

confirmsthattheirhousehasbeenburneddowncompletely.Astheneighborsrushtocontrol

thefireandtosavetheirownhouses,Kino,Juana,andCoyotitoduckbetweentheshadowsand

intoJuanTomás’shouse.

InthedarknessinsideJuanTomás’shouse,KinoandJuanalistenastheneighborsattemptto

subduethefireandspeculatethatKinoandJuanahavebeenkilledintheblaze.Thecouplecan

onlylistenasJuanTomás’swife,Apolonia,wailsinmourningforthelossofherrelatives.When

Apoloniareturnstoherhousetochangeheadshawls,Kinowhisperstoher,explainingthat

theyaretakingrefuge.KinoinstructsApoloniatobringJuanTomástothemandtokeeptheir

whereaboutsasecret.Shecomplies,andJuanTomásarrivesmomentslater,postingApolonia

atthedoortokeepwatchwhilehetalkswithKino.

Kinoexplainsthatheinadvertentlykilledamanafterbeingattackedinthedarkness.Juan

TomásblamesthismisfortuneonthepearlandadvisesKinotosellitwithoutdelay.Kino,

however,ismorefocusedonhislosses,detailingthedestructionofhiscanoeandhishouse.He

imploresJuanTomástohidetheminhishouseforanight,untiltheycangatherthemselvesand

makeasecondattempttoflee.JuanTomáshesitatestobringdangeruponhimselfbut

ultimatelyagreestoshelterthemandkeepsilentabouttheirplans.



Thatafternoon,KinoandJuanacrouchtogetherinsilence,listeningtotheneighborsdiscuss

themamongtheashesoutside.MostoftheneighborsassumethatKinoandJuanaaredead,

butJuanTomássuggeststhatperhapsthefamilyhasfledtothesouthtoescapepersecution.

Ashemovesbackandforthamongtheneighbors,hereturnstohishousefromtimetotime,

bringingbitsandpiecesofprovisionsthatwillhelpKinoandJuanaontheirjourney.

Thatevening,KinotellsJuanTomáshisplantotraveltothecitiesofthenorth.JuanTomás

adviseshimtoavoidthecoast,asasearchpartywillbeonthelookoutforhim.WhenJuan

TomásasksifKinostillhasthepearl,Kinorespondsthathedoesandthatheintendstoholdon

toit.Atdark,beforethemoonrises,Kino,Juana,andCoyotitoexchangepartingwordswith

JuanTomásandApolonia,andheadoutintothenight.

Analysis

OnceKinobeatsJuana,hebeginstoloseeverythingasrapidlyashegainedthePearlofthe

World.Kinoloseshisself-respectasahusbandbybeatingJuana,hisintegrityasalaw-abiding

citizenbykillinghisattacker,hisbirthrightintheformofthedestroyedcanoe,andhishome,

burnedtothegroundbyanarsonist.Furthermore,Kino’ssensesbecome“dulledbyhis

emotion”inhisdeterminationtoovercomeadversityandgainwhathefeelstoberightfullyhis

bysellingthepearl.Hehaslostthecapacitytofeelguilt,sohedoesn’tregretstrikinghiswifeor

killinganotherman.AsKino’sambitiontoimprovehisfamily’slotstrengthens,hisabilitytosee

tohisfamily’swell-beingweakens.Heexposeshissontoquestionablemedicaltreatmentand

abuseshiswife,alltoachievethematerialsuccesshewantsforthem.

Kino’sattemptstosafeguardthepearlpredisposehimtoviolenceindefenseofhisproperty.In

theheatofbattle,helosescontrolandsuccumbstohisbasesthumaninstincts:hemurdershis

assailant.Oncehecrossesthelinefromdefendertoaggressor,Kinosuddenlyfindshimselfwith

nothingtogainandeverythingtolose.AfterKinokillsaman,thethoughtof improving his

familyislost—theonlythingthatremainsisto savehimselfandhisfamily.Kinoassociates

himselfwithhispearl,remarkingtoJuanTomásthatwhereasheoncemighthavegiventhe

pearlawayasagift,hismanytroubleshavegraftedthepearltohim.Kinoseesthepearlas

bothaburdenandapromise,andrefusestogiveitup.



AmidKino’smonomania(obsessivefocusonasingleidea),Juanaremainstetheredtoand

trappedinanincreasinglydisastroussituation.ThoughsheseesKinoas“halfinsaneandhalf

god,”shecannotimaginelivingwithoutaman.Becauseofherpositionasawifeinatraditional

society,JuanaisnecessarilysubservienttoKino.Shemustfollowwhatheviewsashislarger

ambitions,eventhoughhergoodsensecautionsagainstitastheirsituationbecomes

increasinglydesperate.Unfortunately,althoughJuana’sgoodsensedemandsthatthepearlbe

thrownaway.

Onaclear,windynight,Kino, Juana,andCoyotitobegintheirlongmarchnorth,avoidingthe

sleepingtown.Outsideoftown,theyfollowaroad,carefullywalkinginawheelruttoconceal

theirtracks.Theywalkallnightandmakecampinaroadsideshelteratsunrise.Aftereatinga

smallbreakfast,Juanarestsuntilmidday.Kinospotsaclusterofantsandlaysdownhisfootas

anobstacle.Theantsclimboverit,andhekeepshisfootinplaceandwatchesthemscaleit.

WhenJuanarises,sheasksKinoifhethinkstheywillbepursued.Juanathenbeginstodoubt

Kino’sconvictionthatthepearlisworthfarmorethanthedealersoffered,butKinopointsout

thathisattackerswouldnothavetriedtostealthepearlwereitworthnothing.Kinostaresat

thepearltoreadhisfuture.HeliestoJuana,tellingherthatheseesarifle,amarriageina

church,andaneducationforCoyotito.IntruthKinoseesabodybleedingontheground,Juana

makingherwayhomethroughthenightafterbeingbeaten,andCoyotito’sfaceswollenas

thoughheweresick.

Thefamilyretreatsfartherintotheshadeforanotherrest.WhileKinosleepssoundly,Juanais

restless.AssheplayswithCoyotito,Kinowakesfromadreamanddemandsthattheykeep

quiet.Creepingforward,hespotsatriooftrackerspursuingtheirtrail.Kinostiffensand

attemptstobestillandsilentuntilthetrackershavepassed.Hewatchesthemgrownearerand

preparestospringonthemwithhisknifeifnecessary.Juanaalsohearstheapproaching

trackersanddoesherbesttoquietCoyotito.

Thetrackers’horsegrowsexcitedasthetrackersapproachtheshelter.Foramoment,it

appearsthattheyarepoisedtoapprehendCoyotitoandJuana,buteventuallytheylosetheir

leadonthetrailandmoveon.Kinorealizesthatitisonlyamatteroftimebeforetheyreturn,



andherunsquicklytoJuana,tellinghertogatherupherthingssothattheycanleaveatonce.

Suddenly,Kinofeelstheircausetobehopelessandloseshiswilltoflee,butJuanacastigates

himforgivinguponhisfamily.Finally,Kinosuggeststhattheymightbeabletolosethe

trackersupinthemountains.

KinoandJuanacollecttheirbelongingsandfleewithCoyotitothroughtheundergrowth,

makingnoefforttoconcealtheirtracks.Astheyclimbthefirstrises,Kinorealizesthatthe

distanceheisputtingbetweenhisfamilyandthetrackersoffersonlyatemporaryfixtotheir

problem.WhenJuanatakesarestwithCoyotito,Kinoproposesthatshehidewhilehemoves

onahead.Untilthetrackershavebeendiverted,shecantakerefugeinanearbytown.But,

despiteKino’sinsistence,Juanarefusestosplitup,sothefamilymovesontogether.

Astheirascentgrowssteeper,Kinoattemptstovaryanddoublebackontheirroutetomislead

thetrackers.Asthesunbeginstoset,KinoandJuanareachanearbycleftandreplenishtheir

watersupplyatapoolandstream,wheretheydrinktocontentment,andJuanarinsesCoyotito.

Fromthelookout,Kinospiesthetrackersatadistancebelow,hurryinguptheslope.Juanaalso

realizesthattheyarestillbeingpursued.

Kinodeceivesthetrackersbycreatingafalsetrailupthecliffanddescendingagaintotake

refugewithJuanaandCoyotitoinanearbycave.Kinohopesthatthetrackerswillclimbpast

them,providingachanceforthemtoclimbdownthehillandoutofrange.KinoinstructsJuana

tokeepCoyotitoquiet,andtheyliesilentlyinthecaveastwilightsettlesovertheland.

Byevening,thetrackersarriveatthepool,wheretheymakecampandeat.Inthecave,

Coyotitogrowsrestless,andJuanaquietshim.Kinonoticesthattwoofthemenhavesettledin

tosleep,whilethethirdkeepswatch.Kinorealizesthatifhecanmanagetostiflethelookout,

he,Juana,andCoyotitowillhaveachancetoescape.JuanafearsforKino’slife,butKino

explainsthattheyhavenootherchoice.Heinstructshertoruntothenearesttownshouldhe

bekilled,andtheypartreluctantly.

Kinostripsnakedtoavoidbeingseenbythewatchman,and,aftercrouchingatthecave

entranceforamomenttosurveyhisroute,hespringsforward.AsJuanapraysforhim,Kino



slowlymovesdowntheslopetowardthepool.Twentyfeetfromthetrackers,hecrouches

behindapalmtreetoponderhisnextmove.Hismusclescrampandtremble,butheknowshe

mustactquicklybeforethemoonrises.Heunsheatheshisknifeandpreparestoattack.Justas

heispoisedtospring,themoonappears,andherealizesthathisopportunityhasbeenlost.

Waitingforamomentwhenthewatchman’sheadisturned,Kinogetsreadytotakeamuch

riskierapproach.

Suddenly,Coyotitoletsoutacrythatwakesoneofthesleepingtrackers.Atfirst,theywonderif

itcouldpossiblybethecryofahuman,orwhetheritissimplythecryofacoyote.The

watchmandecidestosilencethewailerbyshootinginthedirectionofthecry.Unbeknownstto

Kino,thebullethitsandkillsCoyotito.Asthewatchmanshoots,Kinospringsuponthetrackers,

stabbingthewatchmanandseizingtherifle.Knockingoneoftheothermenoutwithafierce

blow,hewatchesasthelastmanattemptstofleeupthecliff.Themanmakeslittleprogress

beforeKinostopshimwithafirstshot,andthenmurdershimexecution-stylewithanothershot

betweentheeyes.Intheterriblemomentthatensues,Kinonoticesthesilenceofthe

surroundinganimals,andfinallyhearstheblood-curdlingcryissuingfromhiswife,mourning

thedeathofCoyotito.

Laterthenextday,towardsunset,KinoandJuanawalksidebysideintoLaPaz,withJuana

carryingCoyotito’scorpseinasackslungoverhershoulder.Theywalkdazedlythroughthecity,

withunmovingeyes,speakingtonoone.Onlookersstarewordlessly,andevenJuanTomáscan

onlyraiseahandingreeting.

KinoandJuanamarchthroughthetown,pastthebrushhouses,allthewaytothesea.Atthe

edgeofthewater,Kinostopsandpullsthepearlfromhispocket.Holdingituptothelight,he

staresintoitcarefully,andafloodofevilmemorieswashesoverhim.Kinoholdsthepearlout

infrontofhim,andthenflingsitoutintotheocean.KinoandJuanawatchthepearlasit

splashesthesurface,andstareatthespotquietlyasthesunsets.

Thenthecolumn[ofants]climbedoverhisinstepandcontinuedonitsway,andKinoleft..

Analysis



Aftertheirbrushhouseisburneddownandtheyareforcedtofleetheirneighborhood,Kino

andJuanafindthemselvesinastruggleforsurvivalinnature.Theirstateofnatureironically

mimicsthatoftheanimalsKinoobservescontemplativelyinChapters 1 and 2. Exposedtothe

elementsandthecriesofcoyotes,owls,andotheranimals,Kinothinksofhimselfassomeone

whohasbeentakenoverbysomeanimalforce.Hispeaceful,domesticlifeisathingofthepast.

AshedoesinChapter 1,Kinohereobservesaclusterofants.However,insteadofwatching

“withthedetachmentofGod”ashedoesbefore,Kinolaysdownhisfootasanobstacleinthe

ants’path.ThedifferencebetweenthesetwoactssymbolizesthewayKino’sunderstandingof

hisrelationshipwithnaturehaschanged.Whereasearlierheisadetachedobserver,henow

attemptstocarvehisownfateandruleinthenaturalworld.But,astheantsrevealbyeasily

findingtheirwayaroundtheobstacleKinocreates,Kino’sattemptstoruleovernatureortwist

ittohisowndeviceshavelittleeffect,andnaturehasitswaywithhimanyway.

WhileKinodoesattempttocontrolthenaturalworld,healsolookstoittoguidehisbehavior

whenhegazesintothepearl“tofindhisvision”ofthefuture.Inthepearl,Kinoseeshisfamily’s

truefate,yethemistakenlybelievesthatdenyingwhatheseesandannouncinganalternative

visionwillallowhimtoovercomehisfate.Ultimately,Kino’sbaseactionsnullifythenoble

intentionsheexpressesinhisspeech.KinoannouncestoJuanathatheenvisionsagrand

wedding,butwhatthepearlreflectstohimistherealitythathebeatshiswife.Kinoalso

announcestoJuanathatheenvisionsaneducationforCoyotito,butinthepearlheseesthe

realityof“Coyotito’sface,thickandfeverishfromthe[doctor’s]medicine.”

ThoughshedoesnotlookintothepearlwithKino,JuanarecognizesthatKino’svisionsare

illusionsgroundedonambitionandhope.Hersuggestionthatthepearlhasnorealworth

implicitlycriticizesKino’sfoolishness.Yet,whenKinoconsidersgivingup,Juanachastiseshim

forhisweakness.Herdesiretocontinuesuggeststhatherambitionisinfactjustasfierceas

Kino’s.Likehim,sheallowsherdreamsforherfamilytoleadhertoignoretherealityofher

situationandtoattempttoovercomeherfate.Herinitialwishtosecureagreatpearlbrings

onlygrieftoherfamily.

SteinbeckexplicitlycomparesKinoandJuanatoanimalsbeingchasedbyhunters.Likeanimals,



thepairattemptstoescapetheirpursuersbyseekingoutahigherelevation.WhatputsKino

andJuanaincloseproximitytothetrackersistheneedtobenearwater,aneedcommontoall

mammals.Furthermore,Kinofindshimselfforcedtostripoffhisclothes,distinctivesymbolsof

hishumanity,inordertosurprisehispursuers.Inrevertingtothisanimalisticstrategy,Kino

inadvertentlytransformshisownsonintoananimal,leadingtoCoyotito’sdeathbyan

indiscriminategunshotonthepartofthetrackers,whomistakethebaby’scryforthatofa

coyote.Coyotito’sname,whichliterallymeans“littlecoyote”inSpanish,foreshadowsthis

transformationthroughoutthe novella.

Thenarratorpointsoutthatintheanimalworld,watersourcesareboth“placesoflife”and

“placesofdeath,”becausetheyofferaresourcebutalsocreatecompetitionbetweenanimals

fortheresource.Thisparadoxicalstatusofthewaterpoolparallelsthatofthepearl,which

exertsbothapositiveandadestructiveinfluenceonKinoandJuana.Extrapolatingfurther,the

narrator’scommentaboutthewatersourceseemstoapplytotheentirematerial

world—everyonebothdependsuponandcompetesforthematerialresourcesneededfor

survival.

Oncethetrackersaredead,Kinoisfreetocontinuetothecitytosellhispearl,butCoyotito’s

deathhasstrippedKinoofthemotiveforhisstruggle.KinoandJuanaintendedthepearlto

facilitatethefuturetheyhavedreamedoffortheirson,butthepearl’svalueislostonce

Coyotitodies.TheparablesubtlyevokesthestoryofJesus,inthatKino,inattemptingtoplay

Godbydetermininghisownfate,sacrificeshisson.Thoughaninfant,Coyotitocouldbeviewed

asamartyr,sincehediesforthesinsofothers.Inthissense,Coyotitohimselfisthebiblical

“pearlofgreatprice,”thetitleSteinbeckoriginallyplannedtogivehisnovella.

CriticsaredividedonthequestionofwhetherKino’sultimatedecisiontoridhimselfofthe

pearlbythrowingitbackintotheoceanrepresentsavictoryoradefeat.Somesuggestthat

Kino’sfinalactofmaterialrenunciationempowershim.Thefactthattherenunciationmeans

thathewillcontinuetolivealifeofpovertyleadsotherstoarguethatKinoonlyaddstohis

tragedyindiscardingthepearl.ThenarratornotesthatasKinoandJuanareenterthetownto

disposeofthepearl,“thesunwasbehindthemandtheirlongshadowsstalkedahead,andthey

seemedtocarrytwotowersofdarknesswiththem.”ThisimagesymbolizesKinoandJuana’s

situation:theirbrightestdaysarebehindthem,andadarkpatchoftheirownmakingliesahead.
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